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WORSHIPFVLL THrowas 


Cx vv Eſquier,grace,mercie,and peace 
be multiplied in Iefus Chriſt, 


—_ 


— _ 


74 1 R having been certaine yeeres ſince,more 
| di W/ preſt, and forward to offer our ſe/nes to be 
. Oe doing thin duly conſiderate what a burde- 
10 19)! nous taske wee ould vnaergoe, one of vs 
uxae: took the cxplication of the Proucrbs 
WW. #1 of Salomon, and the other to further the 
Xx OECARS- 
calt + doubtfu; 


Lord bimſel/e did op our paſſage with 44 owe hand, for a ca- 
b ſon,by viſiting one of v1,euen him who was to de the wore, and 
* ſu/aine the burthen of the bai, fe, with ſuch aefelt of bealth 
and fight, as aid aiiunily probicue our courſe of proceeding, but 
= now(vyhs good hand) that let being remixed and bis afſi dice 
2; eninictrea unto vs,we ut the lalt haue waded ihorow the booke,or 
2. rather haue ſmomme ouer it : = it 45 fo profonnd and dcepe with 

© perfett excellencie, that neither \ve,or any man elſe can dine to 

* the bottome of it, Salomon himjeife was farre 102 low of ſtarure, 

and not tall enough in vnder/tanding,enen (when he knew moſ}) 
toſiandinit, and hold vp his head abone the myſtical waters of 

3 admirable 


-© +» _TheFpiſtleDedicatorie. 
admirable wiſedome, although bi tongue did ſpeake it, and his 
hand penne it, We hane by due conſideration with onr ſelnes,and 
indicious advice from our wiſe and learned brethren, proceeded 
in a courſe different from our heginning, labouring only to makg 
the text as plaine and conſpicuous, as Wee conld in ſo few words, 
without our former additions of Dottrines and V ſes. For we ſaw 
the time would be long b:fore we could finiſh the worke: the prin« 
ting woul 1 be chargeable, if wee ſhowld line to bring it to the 
preſſe : the boo"es won!d be deare to ſuch as ſhould buy them: and 
the paincs would be tedious to thoſe which ſhould reade them:and 
albeit ſome might hane more benefit by ſo large a volume. yet 
more may haue ſome benefit by this compend:ons contrinall: for 
the very knowledge of the right ſenſe of the ©criptures(which m 
this marke we chiefly aime at ) ts very commodic us in ſunarie re- 
ſpeits, and the ground-worke of all pretie, That maketh Afini- 
fters to be fruitfull Preachers : that maketh priuate perſons to 
be profitable hearers : that yeelaeth matter of wholeſome medi- 
ration ts the minde : that putterh vigour of good afſettions into 
the heart : that miniſtreth ſtore of uſefull ſpeeches to the lippes, 
and that prepareth a way for faith, for repentance,and all inter- 
nail oraces andexternall obedience to the whole man, The want 
bereof is the cauſe whyfhe words of God are ſo much by ſome per- 
nertedpublikely to (nth purpoſes, as the holy Ghoſt nener inten- 
aed, both preſſes, and pulpits (which i __ teares to be lamen- 
ted) ſenamg ont ſo many erroneous writing s,axd ſayings, for the 
confirmation of ſeperation, ſuperitition,ininftice, ſenſuall lufts, 
and ali manner of licentionſnes : and why being by others ſound- 
ly alleaged they are ſo greatly miitaken,and worke no better ef- 
feits in thoſe to whom they arepreached. For this canſe wee haue 
wot been altogether remiſſe in ſearching ont, and ſounding the 
ſenſe of enery ſentence of this booke, or in pondering the force of 
enery word which may ſceme to carrie ſome weight, ſo farre as 
our knowledge, or meanes would extend : but if the learned of 
better iudgement jhall any where finde vs failing, let thens bee 
pleaſed to make it appeare vnto vs, and wee doe promiſe not to 
ſtand wilfally,or peremptority in any error, but to be attentine to 
their reaſons, and reformable in our opinions, What wee bane 


done 


TheEpiſtle Dedicatorie, © 


dane berein, we thinke it our dutie to recommend as a teftimonie 
of our lone to your Worſhips ___—_ doubting but that you 
will diligently reade, and wiſely indge of it, as you doe of other 
bookes of this nature notwithitanding your manifo!d and weigh- 
tie imployments otherwiſe, Wee reft aſſured of your charitable 
minde, that without offence you will beare with our homely kinde 
of writing, although it be deuoid of all poliſhment, and el:gancy, 
conſidering that we make but an expoſition to informe the indge- 
ment in the meaning of the Scripture,and not a diſcourſe to work 
»pon affeftions : it 1s ſufficient that the foundation ſtones lying 
in the ground, bee firme, and /table,although not beautifully he 
wen,carued,or grauen, The ſentences which we explaine are ex- 
cellent as well for matter ,as manner and defettine in nothing that 
may gine ſatisfattion to the beſt qualiſicd, and moi? compleaie 
Chri5tian in the world. Wiſe readers therefore (we doubt not ) 
will be intreated to content their eyes with the bright andſhming 
beames thereof,that they may not neede to require any exatt per- 
feltion in this our dimme and dusl/h Commentarie. eA plaine 
iron key will ſerne for good vſe, tovnlocs the doore of a golden 
treaſure. The marke that we aime at herein is the glorie of God, 
and the edification of his ſernants, and not our owne praiſe and 
commendation for eloquence. eArd thus with remembrance of 
our dutie,referring the whole worke to your wiſe and lonng con- 
faaeration, wee commit you and your gracious yoke-fellow to the 
bleſſed protettion of God Almightie, beſeeching him daily 
more and more to multiplie all his graces and mer- 
Fes vpon your ſelfe, and yours, Draiton 
thus 10.of May 161 5. 


Your Worſhips in all dutie to be 
commanded, 
lonun Dov. 
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CHAPTER. I, 


—_—_S H——————_——————— 


Am 


Verſe 1, The Parables of $ alomon the ſoune of Danid, my 
of /ſracl, 


>2-2.-- N this whole booke we are to conſider 
'& Ie firſt the title or inſcription, being ast 
— = Were the head thereof, laid downe in 
Y S(O this preſent verſe, and the five next fol- 
KOI lowing,and then the tract or treatiſe as 
> the body of the ſame, from the begin- 
SR bing of the ſeuerith verſe, tothe end of 
the laſt Chapter. In the title-God gi- 
ueth a ſingular commendation of the booke, firſt from be 
” - ſubie@ matter: ſecondly from the Scribe or penwan (both 
which aredeſcribed inthis our text) and thirdly from the end 
and vſe thereof, as ſhall appeare-mthe words enſuing, The 
*.-matter of it is Parables,whereby are ſometimes meant darke, 
and myſtical ſayings,noteaſfie to be vnderftood, as when they 


4 fay to Chrift; Why fpeake/t thow to them in parables: ? And a» Matth.r3,16. 


np nov thow [þeake/t plainly,and thou ſpeakeſ? no para Toh. 16g, 


ſometimes a borrowed ſpeech, a fimilitude, or compari- 


TX; 


ſon, as when it is ſaid, All theſe thing! ſþake Jeſus ro the multi- Matthr3.34; 
inde 


Prxovarss. Chap.t: 
rude i parables : and ſometimes ſhort,and ſweeteprouerbiall 
ſentences, full of weight,and wiſdome,as whenit is ſaid: ſy 
month ſballſpeake of wiſedome ,ana the meditation of mine heart 
i of knowledge, I will incline mine eare to a parable, and viter 
my graue tnarter vpon the harpe. And here now doth the word 
beare all theſe ſenſes in this place. The Scribe whom God 
vſcd as his Secretarie,or penman,was Salomon, who is deſcri- 
bed by his parentage, as being Dawid his ſonne, and by his 
dignitie,that he was a King, whoſe honourable eſtate is il]u. 
frated by his glorious dominion,or ſubieAs,7fr42/,the peo- 

le of the Lord, whom hee had choſen to be his portion,and 
thelot of his inheritance,and that whileſt they were in their 
perfeQion of beauty, both for Church and Common-wealth, 
making but one, and the ſame entire, and yndiuided bodie, 
not yet difmembred,nor rent aſunder one tribe from another, 
as afterwardsthey were inthe ſucceeding ages, 


Verſe 2. To bnow wiſedome and inftruftion, to underit aud 
the words of knowledge, 


E Ere beginneth the third part of the inſcription, where- |» 


in is contained the yſe, and end of this booke, which is 

Firſt, generall, ſuchas is common to all, 
verl.2.3, 

Secondly, ſpeciall, ſuch as concerneth 

{ome kinds of men, yerſ.4.5.6. 

The generall vſc is partly forthe minde,and ynderſtanding, 
asin this verſe, partly forthe praQtife, and waies, as will ap- 
prarc in rhenext. Our text ſaith, that ir was wrieten to tncite, 
andreach mento know wiſedomre,to atrainte vato,and proceed 
in the kao«ledge of thmgs-char make a man.wiſe to ſalua- 
cion: and inftruf;on, to wit, the meanes whereby wiſedome 
is to be obrained,as doctrine, exhortation, reprehenſfion;&c. 
wid to rderſtandl the words of knowledge, thoſe ſayings, and 


twofold: 


= omg wherein knowledge , an wikedome + 'dchuc- 


. | | Verſe 


neuer 
ſorts, 
them, 
name 


Is 
all 
My 
eart 
tter 
ord 
20d 
(cri- 
7 his 
llu- 
)C0- 
and 
heir 
alth, 
die, 


her, 


favs 


jere- 


chis 
> all, 


neth 


ding, | 


| ap- 
cite, 


xceed 
alua- 
lome 
1;&c. 
þ and 
huce 


Verſe 


7 poſtg.4 


Prxovenss. 3 


Verſe 3. To receine the inflrultion of underftanding of in- 
flice,indgement,and equitie. 


He knowledge mentioned in the former verſe, is ampli- 
"ns in this, both by the cauſe of it, inftruQtion receiued, 
whereby vnderſtanding is gotten, and the cffeRt of ir : the 
firſt whereof is awiF:ce, which is not refirained tothe Magi- 
ſtrates office,nor to the duties ofthe ſecond table of the com- 
mandements,but to be extended to all the waics of men,that 
they be warrantable, and lawfull : the ſecond is indgement, 
which is with mature deliberation to regard all canes, and 
circumfiances, that any way tend to the due manner of our 
proceedings : the third is eqitie, that we doe not only walke 
with aneuen foote, neither turning to the right hand, nor to 
the left, but co propoſe a right end alſoin all that we dealc in, 
with truth of heart,and vprightnes, 


Verſe 4. To gine to the ſimple ſharpneſſe of wit, and to the 
ebild knowledge,and diſcretion, 


| = generall yſe of this booke, and that which is com- 


mon to all, hath been ſhewed in the two former verſes: 
now here followeth that which is ſpeciall, and concerneth 
ſome kinds of men, as the ſimpler fort in this verſe, and the 
learneder inthe next. 
Andirt is vttered by way of anticipation, or obieRton that 
might be made m_—_ the premiſes, in this manner : Theſe 
Prouerbs are profound, and deepe ſentences, andthe more 


ſhore they are, the more hard and obſcure they be : well may 


reat ſchollers,and men of much learning gather wiſedome, 
and knowledge fromthem, but wee that are ſimple and fillie 
perſons, vnlettercd, vnlearacd,and dull of vnderſtanding;ſhall 
neuer be able to reape any profit by them : Yes (faith he) all 
ſorts,thatare exerciſed in them aright, ſhall receiue good by 
them,one as well asanother, The firſt ſort he calleth by two 
names, /wple, and children : by fimple,vnderſtanding thoſe 

B 2 perſons, 


Pron.r4.5. 


Matth.10.16, 


Ray 
OE, 
T. tal 
Wikia AF aadiaaics ol ETD 
., 


PxovrRss.  Chep.t, 
perſons, whom elſewhere he calleth fool:ſb, ignorant, vnskil. 
full,and ſach as belecuceuecry thing rold them, and'yeectd to 
eucry thing impoſed vpon them, To theſe this booke will 
giue [harpnes of wit, that is, a good capacitie, with quicknes 
of conceit,cunning (asthe word figniherh) or ſubtiltie; bur 
ſuch as is harmeleſle, and holy, nor whereby they are apt to 
beguile others, but able (notwithltanding their doue-like 
fimplicitie) ro beware and take heed to themnſelues, that they 
he not begwiled of others : which kinde of wiſedome our Sa. 
uioiur himſellc commendeth in the Goſpell, By child he mea« 
neth not babes and infants by age, through want of yeeres, 
but whatſocuer yecres they haue on their backes, hee calleth 
them children, if they b* novices lacking iudgement, and yn- 
derftanding, or raſh, vnſetled or mutable in that which the 
know. To theſe this booke will give knowledge, and diſcre- 
tion, ſoundnes in iudgement, Raiednes in affection, and pru- 
dence ia ordering all their waies, 


"Verſe 5. A wiſe man ſhall heare and increaſe in learning and 
a man of vrderſtanding ſhall attaine vnto wiſe counſels, 
Verte6. To vnder/tand a parable, and the interpretation, 


the words of the wiſe,and their darke ſayings. 


x TOw wee come tothe ſecond ſort of them, to whoſe vic 
N and profit the Proyerbs are deſtinated, who are ſet forth 
by two titles : firit they are ſaid ro be w'ſe indeed, with an ex- 
cellent knowledge of chings divine, and humane : ſecondly, 
they 4:e:0alled men; of vnderſtanding, ſuch as are qualificd 
with-ai»excellent faculcie of perceiuing, diſcerning,and iudg- 
ing of things, that chey are not caſic to bee milled,or decei- 
ued;”' | th 
And theſe words as well asthe former tend to the preuen=- 
tionof an objection, which our of the former might be 1aifed 
it this manner;If your ſayings and ſentences be {o plaine and 
calic,that the ſumple may ſound them, and the child may com« 
prchend themm ; what good will they doeto the wiſe and lear- 
acd? men of judgement and knowledge ſhall loſe their la- 
8 - bour, 


Verſe 7. Pxoynnss. « 
bour, and miſpend theirtime in reading of them, what ſhall 
they get more then they haue alreadie ? Yea (faith hee) the 

Trearelt Clerkes,and deepeſt Divines, may gather inſtruction 
| Hung wha, as well as the vulgar and meaner ſort of people. 
They are ſhallow enough for a little childe ro wade in, and 
deepe enough for a great Leviathan to ſwimmein, And ther- 
fore itis ſaid that a wiſe man by hearing ſhall increaſe in lear- 
ning, that is, there ſhall be added to him a great meaſure of 
knowledge, andſhall attaine to wiſe connſels, to wit ſhall bee 
inabled to get and purchaſe, poſſeſſe, and keepe indwitrions 
connſels or thoughts,cuen ſuch whereby he may be as skilfull 
in things pertaining to him and his affaires, as the Maſtcrof a 
ſhip is in ' nar and gouerning it inthe greateſt dangers: 
for from thence is the word borrowed. Now this is further 
amplificd in the fixth verſe, that they ſhall cauſe him to vn» 
derftand (for ſo the Hebrew word fignificth) « parable, any 
prouerbiall ſentence,thongh difficult and obſcure to others, 
and the interpretation thereof, the true ſenſe and meaning of 
it, the words of the wiſe, and their dar'e ſayings euen to diſ- 
cerne of,and ynfold,the meſt intricate points, and to anſwere 
to the hardeſt queſtions or riddles, (as the originall text im- 


porteth)ſuch as the Queene of Sheba poſed Salomon withall, i King.ro.r.z; 


Verſ.7. The feare of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: 
but fooles deſpiſe wiſedome,and inflruttion, 


of fn much concerning the title or inſcription : now fol. 
loweth the treatiſe it ſelfe, which hath two parts :firft, 
the preparation to the prouerbiall ſentence,containing many 
notable exhortations, and arguments to the ſtudie and pra- 
Qtiſc of that wiſedome, which is contained in this booke, laid 
downe inthe firſt nine Chapters, Secondly, the proucrbiall 
ſayings themſclues, from the beginning of thetenth, cothe 
end of the booke, 

In this preſent yerſe is propoſedthe principall propoſition, 
and ſumme of theſe nine Chapters, 7 an is, the feare of the 


Lord,a teuerent awe of his _ proceeding from faith, 
93 


whereby 


6 DP RoYaRIG. Chop.x, 
wherby through the feeling of his lave, as well as the weighy 
of his diſpleaſure,we are afraid to offend him, true pietie and 
godlineſle (for it 1s a part for the whole worſhip of God, 
whereofit is a principall patt, and as it were the cuſtos and 
keeper of the reft in their duries, alt cuill being committed 
where it is wanting) is the beginniag or head of, knowledge,the 
foundation and top,che entrance,proceeding, and perfeRion 
of vwiſcdome, 

In the latter part of the verſe, hee meeteth with an obie. 
Qion, which is made in this manner: As muchas you praiſe 
this wiſdome,who regardeth it? is it not deſpiſed of the moſt 
part,and reieRed cucry where? True (faith he) but what are 
they which contemne it? foolcs, meaning all wicked men, 
And therefore itis no matter what account they make ofir, 
vnleſſethey were wiſer, The oppoſition then of this ſentence 
Randcth thus : The feare of the Lord is the beginning of know. 
ledge and wiſe men will embrace it : but how excellent ſoe- 
uer wiſcdome and ivfiruCtion is, fooles wilt haue it in no efii- 
mation, but ſet light by ir, and deſpiſe it, 


Verſe8. 1 ſonne heare thy fathers inſtruttion,and forſale 
not thy mothers teaching, | 

Verſe 9. For they ſhall be a come!y ornament unto thy head, 
and as chaines for thy necks, 


Rue wiſedome hauing been before deſcribed, and the 
feare of God commended, he adioyneth an exhortation 
to embrace the ſame, by making vſc of the meanes thereof: 
| pa precept,yert = ; 
Secondly,a promiſe, verſ\.9. 
In the preceptarcto be vnderſteo!!, the ſubieRs of it, the 
em to whom ir is direQed, every fairhfull reader, and 
terefote hee ſpeakerh1o all, as ifit were one man,and that 
Gut of pure love, etien'as a father to hisbeloucd childe { and 


=—_ 


becauſe hee ſhould hearken to him,as a louing childe.to his 


where we haue toobſcrue 


*% . 


father, he callech him his ſonne. 
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 Fo&ſero.1t. 
'that he heare the doQrine, whereby this wiſedome is offered, 


PrRovenns. 


called inffruion, and reaching, which hee commendeth by 
the efficient infirumentall, to wir, his parents, which ſhould 
= him,to be attentiue to both, and contemptuous to nei- 
er. 
The promiſe is laid downe in an eligant ſimilitude, ſuiting 
with the capacitic and affeRions of children, to whom hee 
aketh, that they,namely in/ruttion and teaching, heard,aud 
not forſaken, ſhall be 4 comely ornament, in Hebrew, an in- 
creaſe of grace to thy head,and as chaines for thy necle,they ſhal 
ſo cernith and decke thee, that if a crowne of gold were ſer 


ypon thy head, and a chaine of pearles were put about thy 


necke, thou couldelt not be more adorned, and beautified 
before God,and men, 


Verſe 10. My ſoune, if ſinners dee intice thee, conſent thow 
wor. 


"His verſe, and the nine next following,containe an ex- 
cellent caueat, to take heed of, and auoid thoſe meanes, 
Which makethe inftruRions of parents,or other gouernovrs, 
fruiclefſe,and of none effeR, namely, pernicious,and peſtilent 


ioticements. This matter he doth herepropound in generall, 


and more particularly amplifie afterwards, in that which fol- 


Joweth, 


In the generall he forewarneth his ſon»e,thar is,cuery god- 
ly man, and ſuch as addi&t themſclues to wiſedome and ver=- 
tue, to beware of ſeducers, ſhewing both what manner of 
perſons they are,to wit, /izxers,and how to be auoided,by not 
conſenting vnto them, or giuing the lealt eare, or likingto 
their flatteries and deceirtullperſwaſions, 


Verſe 11.If they ſay, Come with vs,we will ley wait for blood, 
and lic prinily for the innocent withont peril. 


HF followeth the particular handling of the former 
mattex,in this yerſe, and divers of the reſt that follow : 
B 4 wherein 


' 43 


<-> 


PROVERBS Chapt, 
wherein are ſet downefirſt the inticing ſpeeches of ſinners, ay 


3t were moriues to winne conſent,and afcetwards the whole. V, 
ſome diſſ.vafion of the holy Gholt as a retentive to hold whol 
chem backe from yeetding. In boch which we haue the coun- mY 
ſell, or that whereunto chey doe moue vs,and the ſeuerall rea- | 
ſons whereupon the ſame is grounded, The moriues of the N 
wicked, are to worke miſchiefe, and to praQtiſe crueltie by to pr 
cunning : which the ſpirit of God ſerteth downe according ding 
ro their meaning,in odious termes, ſuch as their owne lippes nes © 
would not fo apertlyvrtrer, and eſpecially ar the firſt : torir rent 1 
were enovgh to fright and difcourage one, yer not fleſhed in hurt: 
finne, to heare ſuch words : Let vs lay waite for blood, vndoe ceſſe 
men,ecither by taking away their lives, or hurting, if not vt. forei 
terly ouerthrowing their cftates, which is their purpoſe, but ſump! 
not alway their pretence; and lie prinilie, like hunters for They 
beaſts, and fowlers for birds,or theeues by the waies fide,and Uerce 
enemics in ambuſhment, diſſemble, and conceale our mali- to vr 

cious,trecherous,and hurtful plots,vntill we haue aduantage: corp! 

| for the innocent, whom God iuſtifiech, and approueth of, and ; | 

| who haue deſerued no ſuch intreatieat the hands of their op« F V 
preſſors, whom clamorous tongues —— ſpare ſerw 
not to depraue, as ifthey were culpable of hainous offences : 
without perll: for ſo doe:the learned take the word here vſed, re” 
in ſome other place, as Iob.g. 17. Hee deftroyeth me with 4 | 
tempeſt,and woundeth me without danger... notp 

And hauing hitherto declared both the matter, and man all ſo 

ner of their allurements, he now beginneth to relate their ar- with 
guments, whereby they goe about to inucigle the ſimple:and they 
this firſt fromthe ſafetic of the attempt, that they may rake it 
in hand,and proceed init freely,and without feare of puniſh- Ve 
ment, which is brought in the beginning, and placed in the baze 
fare-front, to animate them againſ{ all dread red diſcourage- 


ments at the onſet, H 


Verſe 


Jap.1; 
ers,9y 
hole- 
hold 
COUN- 
Il rea- 
df the 
ie b 
eding 
lippes 
forir 
ied in 
ndoe 
Mt Vie 
, but 
rs for 
e,and 
mali- 


tage; | 


f and 


r op 
ſpare 


nces: : 


vſed, 
ith 4 


mans 
Ir ar* 
and 
ike it 
niſh- 
1 the 
age- 


ferle 


'Y erſe 12-13-14» Pxovynres 


by 


Verſe 12, Wee Wil ſwallow them wp aline, like a grane,enen 
whole likg thaſe that goe downe imta the pit. 


Nt followeth the ſecond reaſon of theſe temprers, 
drawne from the facilitie andeafineſſcof theie exploits, 
to prevent the doubts that might ariſc againſt their procee. 
dings, for the difficultie of their attempts, and the doubrful- 
nes of their ſucgeſle : becauſe, that many that could bee con= 
tent todoe any euill, which may bring go0dto themſclues,or 
hurt tothe innocent, yet for feare of foile, repulle,or evill ſuc- 
ceſſe, are the more ynwillingly drawne vnto it, Now there- 
fore inticers euermore take away this ſcruple, and make the 
ſimple beleeue thar they can effect it; withour any trouble, 
They are able with much eaſe, and as little refiſtance,to o- 
uercome and pray vpon the liuing, whom they take in hand 
to yndoe, as the graue doth receive and conſume the dead 


corpſes, that are buriedin it, 


| Verſe 13. ſpall finds all precious riches, and fill our how« 
ſes with ſpoile, 


Fr yerſe containeth their third reaſon, which is taken 
from the commodity that they ſhal ger by their attempt, 
not pelfe, nor —_—_— not trifles of no value, bur riches of 
all ſorts, and thoſe that are precious, and in abundance,where- 
with they ſhall ſtore their houſes, as conquerovurs doe,when 
they hauc the ſacking of cities,and carric away the pray, 


Verſe 14. Thos ſhalt caſt in thy let among vs: wee will all 


baxe one purſe, 


Ht is an obieQion preuented, which the partic tempted 
may thinke or ſay : that he ſhall rake as much paines as 
;others,but finde lcfſe gaines, ſeeing it is to be feared, that you 
being maſters in this trade, and captaines in miſchiefe, will 
challenge the' molt ynto your ſelues, and being many, and of 

2 


ys Provenss. Chap.r. 
un old confederacie,will make my part the leaſt, Anſw, Yea 
the bootie ſhall be diuided moſt equally, and then according 
to the faſhion of Merchants, wee will caſt lots to determine 
each mans part, (and that which is more) thou ſhalt in the 
meane time hane money of vs if thon wanteft, to defray thy 
charges: thou ſhalt live ofour purſe, and wee in the Ike caſe, 
will ofthine,we will haue a common bagge among Ys, 


Verſ.15.My ſonne,walke not in the way with thews : refraine 
thy foote from their path, 


Ow are we come to the retentiue, or difſwaſion where. 
by the ſpirit of God withholdeth his children from con. 
ſenting ro the cunning inticements of finfull ſeducers, which 
be firſt beginneth with a dehorration, and then confirmeth 
with arguments. | 
The dehortation is vſed in this verſe, as an antidote, or 
counterpoyſon againſt their virulent tongues, dicefAly oppo- 
fite to their counlell or call. Come( ſay they Jand goe with vs : 
my ſoune (ſaith hee) walee not in the ay with thems, conuerſe 
not with ſuch in friendſhip, renounce their acquaintance, and 
haue little to dee with them : refraine thy foote from their 
path, be not where'they haunt,or are,if thou canſt chuſe, 


Verſe 16. For with their feete they runne to enill, and make 
bafte to ſhed blood. 7 


Tz deceivers cothe armed with guilefu!! ſhewes of rea- 
ſon, like ſwords,and offenſive weapons to wound mens 
conſciences, by drawing them into miſchiefe, and therefore 
the holy Gholt offereth vs ſubſtantiall and forcible argu- 
ments like ſhields and defenfiue weapons to rclilt them: 
whereof wee haue one here taken from their burtfull cruell 
diſpoſition, which appeateth by their effeQs, rhe doing of exill, 
and the ſheding of bloed,e{pecially by the manner thereof, in 
that they runne and make ſuch haſte therevdito. And this is 
aflumed out of their owne words in tlic cletienth yerſe. 
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Verſe 17. For in v4ine is theirget fpred before thi eye1 of 
all that hath wing... , |. 7 


S before he aduiſeth the godly to be cauteous and not 
| yeelding to the inticements of thoſe wicked temprers, 
becauſe all their waies tendtothe doing of burt : ſo here hee 
drffwadeth them by another argument, from che vucertaine 
euent of their attemprs,contradictiog their bragges and abſo- 
lute promiſes which they made to themſclues of proſperous 
ſuccefſe,in the twelfth and thirteenth verſes, and this he doth 
by a fimilitude : although they bee as confident of ſpeeding 
yell,as if they.had gotten the prey alreadie, yer can they no 
more aſſucedly ſaythattheir counſels and purpoſes ſhall rake 
effeR, then an ynskilfull fowler (which laieth his grinnes and 
ſnares openly) can certainly affirme, that hee will catch the 
rg that are flying iache aire, and obſerue where his nets are 


id toſhupae them. 


® 45 ; | | 
Verſe 18. Moreouer,they lay waite far their owne hloed, and 


be pritglie for their owne lines, I 


PFFO the former two rcaſong, he adderth in theſe words, a 
4 third fromghe davges and peril of theirplors, that the 
reareft hurt is like ro redound to themſelues : they would 
Ge bloogd,and ſo they ſhall,butitis their owne. They vſe al 
their art ro take away life,and make a flaughter,and thatthey 
{halldog,buc they arc the menito bee: killed, chemſelues muſt 
bs (laine. And wherethen is the afetie which thoy ſo much 
p3clumed ofgand gaue warzags for, wich ſuch confidence? 


. Verſc 19, Such ers. the WAJES. of eatery ome that ts. ging is 
$&ine 5 45 ll takes agg thelefe of che paſſe/ſers of it. 


Ow,are we.come to the conclu hon of this point, where» 
in all chat hath. beeo. ſ-oken thereto, is knit vp ſencene 


goully, with a rhetorical acslamation, and applicd to we 
-M I? 


"5 Provitys Chap.x, 
then robbers,and purſe-rakers,or grofſe murtherers : for,faith 
he; ſuch are the waies of emtry one that is given of 1a ſo 
ftandeth the caſe both for praRtile of crueltie , if occaſion 
be offered, and perill of ſelfe-hurting, with all that are too 
greedie of getting commoditie, It is the gaine or commodi. 
tie thatis deſired with a couetous minde,or compaſſed with 
an vnrighteous hand,jt will take away the life of the poſſeſſers 
of it, bring deftruQtion at laſt of ſoule or body ypon them 
tha ſo yarighteouſly hune afterit, = © 


Verſe 20. Wiſedeme crieth without, ſhe putteth foorth her 
voyce in the ſireetes: | 

Verſe 21. She calleth on the top of the aſſemblies, ſhe vite- 
reth ber veyce at the entring of the gates ſhe ſpeaketh her Words 
6s the citie, ſaying. 


Efore was ſhewed the counſell which the holy Ghoft 
giveth to preuent ſinne, and to detaine' mttt-from the | 
pa of it: and here is effered a direRion to them that * 


aue finned,(as all men have in cuery place) that they may be 
reclaimed fromit. And thisis ſer foorth fiſt by the zuthor, 

ſecondly = meane,thirdly by the matter, | 
* . The author is #iſedowe br wiſedowes,the moſt high'and ex- 
cellent wiſedome leſws Chrif,the eternall wiſedome of God, 
in whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſedome and know. 
ledge,Col.2.3.who taketh ypon him here,and in certaine 0+ 
ther chapters of this booke, the perſon of a Matrone, a Ladie, 
or Princeſſe, according to the feminine gender, whereof the 
word that ſignifieth wiſedome is in Hebrew, The manner of 
giuing this aduice and direRion appeareth in many words, 
as, ſhe crieth,vſeth earnefines,withowr,abroad and openly, ſhe 
petteth forth ber voyce in the ftreeres, ſhe ſpeakerh freely,and 
pla'nly,and diſtinly,in places moft frequented, ſhe calfeth im 
the top of the aſſemblies,as it were out of an high place, as they 
vied todoe which were to make Orations, or Ceochen to 2 
great auditory or multitude, ſhe vrrereth her voyce at the en. 
ring of the gates, whicher people were wont to repaire fo, 
matters 
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* Perſe 22. 


- matters of juſtice and iudgement, Gen.34.20.Ruth.q.r. And 


ProvenDs. 12 


vttereth her voyce in the citie,ſpeaketh audibly and ſenſible in 
euery place and quarter of the citie, All tendeth to this, that 
ſhe leeketh opportunitie euery where ro doe good in cuery 
place,in fields,cownes, ludgement places,market places,pub- 
likely,and priuatly,and by all endeuours, 

The matter is contained in the twonext verſes, 


Verſe 22. O ye ſimple ones, bow long will ye lone ſimplicitie, 
and ſcorners delight in ſcorning,and fooles hate knowledge ? 


Ere beginneth the matter of Wiſedomes ſpeech and di- 
Ha: which confiſterh of an expoſtulation in this 
yerſe,and of an exhortation in the next. 

Firſt the perſons with whom 
ſhe dealeth. 

Secondly the faults for which 
ſhe blameth them. 

* Ofperſons three ſorts are reprehended: the firſt are the 
ſample, ſuch as are void of ſound iudgement and ynderſtan- 
ding, and therefore readie and eahe to bee peruerted,as it is 
faid in another place, The ſimple beleeneth enery thing. 

The ſecond are ſcorers , ſuch as being fer to doe euill, 
refuſe, deride, and diſdaine all meanes yſed to reclaime 
them, 

The third are foo{es,who are poyſoned with peſtilent opi- 
nions, and corrupted with wicked courſes of life and beha- 
viour, 

The faults wherewith (ſhe obbraideth them, are the habites 
of cuill 1n them, as of /implicitie in the ſimple : of ſcoring in 
the {corners : of fooliſhnes in the fooles, whereof ſhe conuin« 
ceth them by two arguments: one, that they are obſlinate, 


In the expoſtulation note 


and perfilt in them, which is intended in how /ong ? the other, 


that their hearts and affeions were poſſeſſed with them, in 
that they /owedthe {ame,and delighted herein,and bated to be 
cured ot them, 


Verſe 


14 Provenss: Chap.x; 


Verſe 23. Twrne you at my correftion, behold Twill powre 
out my ſpirit vnto you,and make you vnder/tand my words, 


Iſedome having ſearched into their ſore, and diſco. 
WY us che ſame vnto them, doth now apply aplaiſter 
which may heale it: and after aſh rebuke for their former 
follic and contempr, ſhe preſcriberh remedie for the time to 
come, by faithful counſell, withan exhortation : wherein may 
Firſt the dutie that isto be performed, 
be obſerued, 4 Secondly, the motiues that ſhould induce 
them to it, 

The dutic to be performed is repentance and reformation, 
which ſhe calleth curving, by'a fimilitude taken either from , 
trauellers, that haue gone the wrong way, and muſt come 
back againe,or from ſeruants,or children,or ſouldiers, which 
haue run away from their gouernours,and ſo yndone them- 
ſelues. 

The moriues are two : the former is from that ſharpnes 
which the Lord had yſed toward them, cither by rebukes or 
chaſtiſements: and the latter from that kineneſle which hee 
would ſhew vnto them, the promiſe whereof is noted with 
the word of obſeruation, Behold, as intending athing admi- 
rable and worthie to be looked ypon of all : and ſo indeed are 
the things promiſed, the effeQs of his kindnes, as namely hee 
would beſtow his ſþ:rit vpon them, and gifts and graces of 
the holy Ghoſt,and that not ſparingly and ina ſmall quanti- 
tie, bur plentifully,and in great abundance, as rich fountaines 
cauſe their waters to boyle out; (for ſo doth the word figni- 
fie) and more particularly hee promiſeth to illuminate Geir 
minde, with the ſauing dn ns of his holie will, which is 


= worke and fruite of the ſpirit, that ſhall be powred ypon 
them, 


Verſe 24. For 4« much as 1 call, but yee refuſe, I ftretch out 
wine hand,but none regardeth: RY 


Verſe 


25.26. ProOveRss. I5 


3 Verſe 25. But ye deſpiſe all my connſell, and will none of my 


torreAion. 
5 frm Wiſedome hath perſwaded wicked men to re- 


pentance, by expoſtulations, exhortations, and promi- 
ſes : now ſhe declarerh the miſerable eſtare of wilfull perſons, 
With comminations,menaces,and threatnings. 

The judgement that ſhe denounceth againſt them, is no 
teſſe then deſtruQton ir ſelfe, which is ſhewed by the cauſe of 
D, in theſe two verſes, and by the grieuouſnes of it, in the 
three next, 

The cauſe is obſtinacie and peruerſenes, whereof ſhe con- 
winceth them, partly by her benignitie and kinde dealing 
towards thetn,and partly by their ingratitude, and contemp= 
Wous behauiour towards her :/he calleth them by way of in- 
uitement,to be partakers of her graces: ſhe ſtretcherh ont ber 
Sans ynto them : bat they refaſed to hearken and yeeld 0+ 
bedience to her voyce: none of them regarded the teſtimonies 
and tokens of her fauour : they defpiſed, ſer naught by and de- 
fided her connſell, thoſe wholeſome preceprs and admoni- 
tions which ſhe gaue ynto them, and world none of hey ror- 
#e(tHons, they were wearie of her rebukes and chaſtiſements, 
Suc not amended by them, 


G 
-.' Verſe 26. I will alſo laugh at your calamitie , and mocke 
When your feare commeth, 

Verſe 27. When your feare rommeth like an horrible deſola- 
#1, axd your deſtrattion approchtth as a whirle-winde : whew 
affliction and unguiſh ſhall come vpon you : 
| Verſe 28. Then they ſhall call upon me,but I will not heare, 
they ſhall ſeelxe me exrety,but they ſhall not finde me. 


{1 ems cauſe of their miſerie having been expreſſed in the 
premiſles,the gricuouſnes thereof is in theſe words dee 
ſcribed : as firſt that they ſhall be comfortleſle, and helpleſle, 
the Lord ſhewing himſelfe righteouſly yamercifull ro them 
In #4mgbing at rhens and ſcorning them : not that there by 
- c 


16  PrRovenss: 
mans capacitie he is often in the Scriptures reſembled to man 
with humane affeions : as here,becauſe he will not care for 
them,but cali them off, he is ſaid to deride them ; for that it is 
a miſerie not to be relicued in miſeric, but a double corhe and 
woeto beieſted at ofthoſe who onely can helpe them, 
Secondly,the manner ofthe plague amplified with ſo ma- 
ny words and fimilies, doth proue it to bee grieuous : as, be. 
cauſeit will be rerrible, and make them ſore afraid, it is called 
by the name of feare, and itis ſaid to come like an horrible de- 
ſolation : the word properly hgnifieth a furious breach ofany 
thing, breaking and ouerthrowing whatſocuer it mcerteth 
with: and it is compared to a whir/e-winde, which commeth 


ſuddenly and with great violence,not onely blowing vp duſt, ' 


and chaffe, andlight matter, but blowing downe oftentimes 
trees, and houſes, and ſtrong buildings. 

 Thirdly,the effeQs which it will worke ſhall giue teftimo. 
nie ſufficient of the ſharpnes of Gods proceedings againſt 
them: for that their hearts ſhall be filled with affliction, and 
anguiſh, and their tongues ſhall be compelled through ex- 


tremitie of torment and danger to cric to him, whom they : 


haue contemned, but to no purpoſe, and without ſucceſſe: 
for he will not anſwere them, os is, grant their requeſts, but 
will reftifie his wrath, and increaſe their ſorrow, by denyin 
the things they pray for: yea the greatnes of their diſtreſlc 
ſhall inforce them to ſecke him earely, very diligently and 
carefully, they ſhall ſpare no paines, they ſhall breake their 
ſleepes in the morning, and yer ſhall not finde him gracious 
and mercifullto them in their griefes andperplexitics, 


Verſe 29. Becauſe they hated knowledpe, and did h 
the feare of the Lord. 4 ky0 ge, 4nd did not baſe 


Verſe 30, They would none of my connſell, but deſpiſed all 


wy corretlions, 


Einfiſteth ſtill ypon the pointin hand, and iuftifieth his 
ccuſation, by repetition of thoſe fines which would 
caule 


3. ;Chap:x, A, 


the Lord any diſpoſition of laughter, 'or ſcorving, but for 
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= cauſethem to be# io fearefully plagued, And in reckoning 


Paovyennas. 17 
them vp, be beginneth with that wherewith hee endedin the 
expoſtulation, their hatred of knowledge : and whereas he vp- 
braided them with refuſall of wiſdomes gratious offers, and 
that they regarded them nor, hee makethit good by this,that 
they choſe not thefeare of the Lord, they would not learne to 
be religious and godly, when meanes and opportunities were 
miniſtred yntothem. And before it was ſaid vntothem,ye have 
deſpiſed all my connſell, and would noxe of my correttion; here it 
is ſaid of them, they would none of my connſell, but bane deſpi- 
ſed all my correftion; the ſenſe isthe ſame though the words be 
ſomewhat varied. 


Verſ.31. Therefore ſhall they eate of the fruit of their owye, 
and be filled with their owne devices, 


He former two verſes containeda rehearſall of the com- 
plaint, and this a renewing of the threatning, wherein he 
declareth their de(iruQion to bee iuft, andaccording to their 
owne deſerts, by a fimilitude in this manner : cuen as it is e- 
qual! that planters or plowmen ſhould eate of the fruit or 
_ which they haue nouriſhed or ſowne, and laboured 
or, eſpecially if they haue encreaſed much fruit, or ſowne 
much corne,or taken much paines, that thenthey ſhould bee 
partakersof the labours of their hands more plentifully : ſo 
ſtandeth it with the righteouſneſle of God to giueto theſe 
that they may eate of the fruit of their owne way, that is, taſte of 
that ſorrow and confuſien which their difſolute lives and fro- 
ward hearts doe duly demerit. And bee filled with their owne 
devices; albeitthey could neuer make an end of inuenting and 


. praciifing that which is cuill, yet they ſhall bee fatedatlafi, 


and ſurcharged with the effeQs therof, Such fulnes of ſhame, 
griefe, deſperation,and all manner of torment, that they ſhal! 
fecle themſelues ouetburthened therewith,as is the tomacke, 
_ it is opprefied with too much meare, and made ſicke by 
a {urteir. 


G Yert- 
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Verſ.32. For the turning away of the ſimple flainth them; 
and the proſperitie of fooles deſtroyeth then, 


He former part of this verſe is annexed to the premiſles, 
j = as an explication and confirmation of the fame; 
for what are the wares which /apce ones (that is, ſuch as have 
not diſcretionto get knowledge,when it is offered) ſhall eate 
the fruite of their turning away, their wilfull refuſall of wiſe- 
domes inftruRions, which they will neither learne,nor obey, 
nor with any liking ſo much as looke rowards : and what are 
the fruites which ſuch ſinfull waies doe cauſe thoſe fimple id« 
iots to eate of? death and damnation : they ſlay them - if they 
bring not violence vpon their bodies, yer they bring both 
body and ſoule to perdition for ever, The later part preuen= 
teth an obieRtion that might be made, and often is, againſt 
this and the former ſentences of wiſedome : Doth comennp- 
tuous turning away flay the ſimple? and doe defpiſers cate 
the fruites of their owne waies? how commeth it to paſſe 
then, that of all others they commonly thriue beft,and tew 
are found fo proſperous, and in ſo good eftate as they ? The 
anſwere is made that the proſperitie of fooles ſhall deſtroy them, 
both'in haftning their iudgements, and making it the more 
grievons : and fo ſtoppeth nor, but furthereth the executions 
of wiſedomes threatnings, 


j Verf.3 3. But he that obeyeth me ſhall dwell ſafely from faare 
of exill, 


Attly, this point is amplified, and ſo ſhut vp by the con- 

trary, namely the behaviour and condition of the godly, 
altogether oppoſite to thar of the (imple ones, fcorners, and 
fooles, formerly deſcribed : for theſe here commended, de- 
ſpiſe nor wiſedome,nor turne away from her,but hearken ar- 
tentively,and yeeld obedience vnto her : and therefore they 
live not in danger of death, of plagues and puniſhments, bue 
awell ſafely, are out of perill of deltcution, or of any burr, 
though 
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though not exempted from all croſſes and ſufferings, and bee 
quiet from feare of exill, not onely no evill it ſelfe, ſuch as 
would be noiſome and pernicious, ſhall affray chem, bur not 
ſo muchas a ſuſpition and dread of it ſhall goe to his hearr, 
to diſmay him. Yet becauſe no man can perfeRly obey wiſe- 
dome in allthings,the beſt intheir infirmities are ſometimes 
perplezed and troubled with doubts, but never ſubdued, or 
vtterly diſcouraged by them, See chap.10.yerl.9. 


—= — 


CHAPTER, [I. 


——— 


Verſe 1. Hy ſonne, if thou wilt receine my words, and hide 
wy commandements with thee, 


=& He wiſedome and ſpirit of God having denoun- 
) ced molt fearfull and vnauoidable judgements 
> 3 againſt obſtinate cStemners, doth leaue them, 
O35 and commeth now to teach and incourage 
W,935M44 ſuchas will be tratable : whom in this chap- 
ter hee afſiſteth parily by precepts, preſcribing the duties 
which they are to pertorme,and partly by promiſes,afſuring 
them of the good ſucceſſe, which they ſhall nor faile to finde, 
The duties are ſet downe generally in this fuſt verſe, and 

more particularly in three next following, | 
The generall dutic is to giue due intertainment to Gods 
holy meſſages firſt by recerning his words,not onely to heare 
them when they are graciouſly rendered, but gladly and wil- 
lingly embrace them with ynderftanding, and ſo to be affe- 
ed and moucd in heart with the power of them,as to defire 
and endeyour to obey them, and then by hiding his comman- 
dements tokeepe them carefully being received, which is ex- 
preſſed and made lightſfome by a compariſontaken from the 
charinefle of men, in preſeruing of their money, their iewels, 
or ought clſec that is precious vnto them: for ſuch things they 
vieto lay vp ſafely,and keepe them voderlocke and key,rthat 

they be not robbed and beguiled of them. 

C2 Verle 
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Verle 2. And cauſe thine eares to hearken towiſdow,and in. 
cline thine beart to vuderſtandmyg. 


He particular duties are the excrcile of theſe meanez, 

whereby knowledge and grace is obtained : which be. 
ing foure innamber, rwo are contained in this verſe, and in 
thethird, and the lalt in the fourth, The former of thetwo is 
the atter tion of the{eare, not hearing onely bur Learkening, 
and diligent heed taking, to that which 15 (poken,making the 
caretoattend and hearken. The latter in place, though firſt 
in order, is the deſire ofthe {oule, which metaphorically, and 
by a compariſon from corporall ſubſances, hee c2''2:11 the 
bowing of the heart, the inforcing f it by the keip: of the 


T2 Wa - 
ſpirit, to be religiouſly afte&ted at Gods lacred ordinz:.ces, 


Verſe 3. Teaifthoucalleſt for mil nnw2, and lifte* 1 thy 
vojce for vnderſt anding, 


O the two former duties, hc. conditioneth with them to 

adioyne a third, ifrhey would availe to get grace, and 
that is prayer ; the manner whereof is preſcribed in the words 
of crying ard lifting vp of voyce, importing the feruency of it, 
that it ought to be ardent and carneſt, 


Verſe 4. If thow ſeeke her as ſilver, and ſearch for her, a for 


hid tre a ſares, 


þ je fourth meanes is here laſtly preſcribed, that ludy 
and induſtry be vſed, by reading,hearing,conferring,and 
meditating,&c, Andthis is ſet forth by a compariſon, 4 men 
aig for ſilzer, even with as much paines, preat cofi, earneſt 
afteQtion,and conltant continuance therein till we haue found 
I,cuen asthe worldly man doth for filuer or gold, or any 
treaſure which is hidin ſome cloſe, firong and ſecrer place, 33 
in the ground or within a wall, whether men cannot come, 


bur by roile and oreat labour , and . 
compaſſed by paines taking, yet notimpoſſible ro bee 
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,n 


IWerſe 5. Then ſhalt thon underſtand the feare of the Lord, 


” 


wha finde the knowledge of God, 


ene preceps andiinſtruQtions,followeth the promiſe 
of good ſucceſſe to euery one whichis traQtable to ob- 
&rue theſe conditions propoſed, he ſhall wnderſfand the feare 

Lord, his heart and conſcience ſhall experimentally bee 

ainted with true piety and religion,and ſoundly alſo ſea- 
foned with an holy illumination, and made judicious in the 
ſcriptures, and doQtrines of faith : ſo har he ſhall be well able 
todiſcerne berweene light and darknes : berweene truth and 
errors, in meaſure competent for his ſaluation, 


Verſe 6. Foy the Lord gineth wiſdome , out of bis month 
commeth knowledge and vnderſtanding. 


T* Heſe words are added for a double yſe, as well to be a 
confirmation of the promiſe, as an amplification of that 
excellent gift which is promiſed, and they aptly ſerue for 
beth. For (touching the former) how ſhould they which in 
duc manner ſeeke wiſdome miſſe of ir, ſeeing that he which 
Mcourageth them to labour for it with aſſurance of obrai- 
ning it,is he which hath the diſpoſing ofit,and that is [ehowah 
kimſelfe,the erernall, vnchangeable, and allufficient,who can 
eaſily worke it with s word, as the manner deſcribed impor- 
teth, «vt of bis month commeth nder/tanding. That is by his 
bleſſing, it being in a borrowed ſpeech aſcribed ro God, 
which properly belongeth to man, who commonly make 
their promiſes and appointments by the words of their 
mouthes:in like manner (though the Lord being a ſpirit hath 
tio yſe of mouth, orother corporall members, and being om- 
potent, his will carrieth power enough, without the helpe 
of words) yet for our wok capacity that which he eftetu- 
ly worketh, is imputed tothe force of his words,as Mat.4, 
Man ſhall not lize by bread only, but by enery word that pro- 


Feedeth ont of the month of God. Lam. 3.38. Out of the month of 
tl C 3 the 


22 ProvnRes. 
the woft high proceedeth not enill and good ?Tonah 2.10. And 
'he Lord (pake wnto the fiſh,and it caſt vp Tonah vpon the grie 
{and, And touching the latter,namely the amplification, who. 
{veuer ſhal heedfully attend to the purpoſe of the holy Ghoſt, 
may euidently perceiue that wiſedome is inthis verſe,and the 
two next extolled and ſet forth by the cauſe, the glorious and 
bountifull author thereof: andin the reſt that follow, is com» 
mended by theeffeQs,the ſingular and admirable fruites ofit, 
The author wee ſee is the Lord [ehouah,the onely originall, 
perfeR, abſolute, andeternall being, and that out of his moſt 
gracious mouth itproceedeth, 


Verſe 7. He hath laid vp trae ſubfavce for the rigbteon:: 
he is a ſhicld to them that walke wprighth. 

Verle 8. That they may keepe the paths of equitie : and het 
preſerxeth the way of his Samts. 


His had occafion to ſpeake of Gods benecficence, in 
beſtowing that divine and celeſtiall gift of wiſedome,he 
proceedeth further to inlarge hisprailes, for the effects of his 
x. The ſpeciall fauours which hee ſhey- 
goodnefle,where \ eth. 
may be noted : 2 what manner of perſons they dot 
belong. 

The fauours here Wer 1s... are, prouifion and proteCtion, 
The former whereof is ſet foorth by a ſimilitude from proui- 
dent fathers, who take care for their children, and not onely 
maintaine them with foode, and other neceſſaries, while they 
are young, but carefully get, and lay vp to make them a Rock, 
when they come to age: So, and better dealeth the Lord for 
his ſonnes and daughters: for whereas men gather corruptible 
on for theirs, which many times come to nothing,and they 

aue no yſeof them, hte hideth that which is a being (as the 
word fignifieth) for his :they ſhall be ſure ro enioy the bene- 
fit of it; the treaſures of grace, ioy, and glorie, are lafely re- 
ſerued for them, The later is of two ſorts, the one corporal 
SoRcerning the outward man, as fafetic rom bodily panny 
all 
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, Which is alſo declared by a borrowed 
_ being called a ſhield, that will intercept all noiſome 

okes, and practiſes, that none of them ſhall light vpon his 

ople,to hurt them, though for theirtriall, humilitie,and o- 
Geer profitableyſes,they may be afflited by them. The other 
Þ ſpirituall concerning the inward man, as ſafetie from ſmne, 
and Satan, and nr bn that notwithſtandipg, - theſe enc- 


- Mies of the ſoule,they are in perill either to be mifled through 


«raft, or to bee thruſt out of the right way, through violence, 
yet they ſhall keepe the paths of equitie; they ſhall perſeuere, 
and proceede in their yertuous courſes. And why ? For he pre- 
ſerneth their way, he doth as it were eſtabliſh and gard them in 
their weldoing by his grace, from the force and power of their 
owne corruptions, and the diuels temptations, and wicked 
mens cuill counſels,and the worlds allurements, yea hee dire- 
Reth, and by his prouidence proſpereth the purpoſes, words, 
aRions,and the whole courſe of their lives. Now he deſcri- 
beth thoſe, for whom this prouiſion is made, and to whom 
this proteQtion pertaineth diuerſly : firſt from their truth and 
fnceritie, calling them righteous ones. Secondly, from their 
holy conuerſation, that they walke vprightly. Thirdly, from 
their happie eſtate, that they are the Saints of the Lord :the 
deriuation of the Hebrew word importeth ſuch as to whom 
God ſheweth mercie, and ſo are made alſo godly, and merci- 
full. So much forthe cauſe of wiſedome, now follow the ct- 


fects. 


Verſ.g. Then ſhalt thou vnderſtandrighteonſnes,and indge- 
ment,and equitie,and enery good path. 


He effe of wiſedome, which hee here beginnethtoin- 
-4 treate of, is the vigour and efficacie of it, whereby they 
are induced and made able to doe that which is good,as theſe 
words declare,and become circumſpeR and cautiousto ſhun 
that which is evill : as will appeare 1w the ſequell of that which 
lloweth, Then, when thou haſt applicd thine eares, & heart 


to wiſedome ; when thou haſt called for ynderſtanding:when 
y C4 thou 
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thou hat diligently ſought for it, and foundit, the Lordbe. 
Rowing it vpon thee, then ſhale thow vnderfiand,both know, 
& iuditiouſly exerciſe inftice,that which is lawful & right,and 
iudgement,prudence and good diſcretion, and equity, faith. 
full and plaiue dealing,and every good path, all good courſes of 
righteouſneſſe and religion, And that he meaneth @ praQticall 
knowledge,and not an intelle&tuall onely,it may bee ſeene by 
conference with other places ; as chap.8,v.20, / cauſe to walke 
in the way of righteonſues ,and in the middeit of the paths of indgee 
went, Andin the firſt chapter, ver[.3, Toreceine imitruttion, : 
doe Wiſely by initice,and indgement,andequity.See more there, 


Verſ,10, When wiſedome entreth into thine heart, and know« 
ledge delighteth thy ſonle, 

Verl.11. Then ſhall connſell preſerne thee, and underſtanding 
ſhall keepe thee, 

Verſ.12, Anddcliner thee from the enill Way, 


Auing in few words, but very ſignificant, exprefſed the 
force of wiſedom-in conduCting & inabling men to that 
which 1s good; he is now about to declare the vertues of it,for 
conſcruation againlt that which is cuill: it is by a borrowed 


manner of ſpeech,or figure which we call Proſopopeia,compae | 
redtoa watch or guard, ſuch as Princes and great men are ' 


wont to aue about them for the latety of their perſons; and 
therefore itis ſemblably ſaid in the cleuenth verſe, (contai- 
ning the ſumme of all) that counſell hall preſerue thee, and v1 
aeritarding ſhallkeepe them ; their ſoules ſhall be as ſafe by the 
power thercof, as the bodies of thoſe which have a band of 
armed men to waite ypon them, Hecreunto in the tenth verſe 
he maketh a paſtage, by teaching him that would recejue de- 
tence from wiſedome, how he muli be prepared for it :and af- 
terwares intherwelfth, and thoſe that follow, hee ſpecifieth 
the principalthurtfull thiags from which hee ſhall bee prote- 
Qed, Inthe preparation are two things required firſt, that 
1iſzaome come not into the head only, fo as it be vnderſtood, 
or may ve diſcourſed of ; but inte the heart, to ſeaſon the con- 
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Cience,and that it be fingularly loued, which wilproduce this 
effeR, that knowledge ſhall delight the ſonle,be pleatant vnto it, 
8s beautifull Fights are to the eyes,according to the proper ſige 
pification ofthe word ; or as meate and drinke are to the hun. 

ry and thirſtie,or any thing which we relliſh well, in which 
Boe the word is alſo ſomtimes yſed, as Prou.9.17, His bread 
is pleaſant,c5e. The hurtfull things from which wiſedome will 
defend a man,are of two ſorts; ſomeare reall, or actuall, as !he 


vill way, wicked behaviour, finfull attemprs, exorbitant cour- 


ſes : ſome are perſonall, as-meanes and cauſes of the former, 
and theſe mentioned in the latter fireame of the twelfth yerle, 
and more fully in thoſe that next enlue it, 


Verſ.12, And from the man that ſpeaketh peruerſe things, 


Alomon hath ſhewed the aQuall euill, the wicked courſe 

of life, from which the louers of wiſedome ſhall bee ſhiel- 
ded. And now hee proceedeth to promiſe them ſafety alſo 
from the means thereof, ſuch peſtilent perſons as yſe to entice 
and corrupt others : 


1. Diſlolute men, 
and thelc are ? 

2. Whoriſh women, 
| Both which hee deſcribeth ar large, firſt the men, and them 
by ſundry effets, wherof each one as it were by fieps ſurmoun= 
teth an other : the firlt is their ſpeech, that they ſpeake peruerſe 
things, tending to the diſhonour of God, andthe peruerting 
of men,as the root and originall of the word importeth, 


Verſ.13, And from them that leane the paths of rignteou(- 


weſſ-,towalhe in the paths of darkeneſſe, 


He ſecond effe of wicked men is their behaviour, and 
deeds; {for ill ſpeaking is cuer accompanied with ill do- 
ing ) and theſe are ſer forth by an oppoſition, or compariſon 
of contrarics, whereby their courle ot life is made more 0di- 
Ous; and therefore it is aud, that rhey forſake the paths of righ» 


tronſnes, 


$6 
conlurſe, which are alſo the parhes of light, to walke in thy 
_— darkeneſſe,which are the waies of ignorance andini. 
quity ; asif he ſhould haue ſaid, they turne from the right way 
ofknowledge and obedience,which leadeth to ſaluation, and 
etraucll in the waies of ſinne towards deſtruction: and their 
fault herein is ſo much the fouller, inthat they goe not aſtray 
by meere error,or infirmity of theirnature,as — could not 
learne, or neuer were direRted to abetter way ; but againſt 
their knowledge,and contrary to the light,they wilfully ſhun 
that good courſe which is approued of God, and conforme 
themſelues to the will of Satan, and praQtiſe that which they 
would neuer haue examined bythe rule of the word : for the 
ſhine thereof would diſcouer the hideouſneſle of it, and make 
it appeare to be odious andlothſome, 


Verſ.14. Which revoyce in doing exill, and delight in wicked 
frowaraneſſe, 


TY third property and effet of theſe wicked men, isthe 
d 


iſorder of their affe&tions, whereby they aggrauate and - 


much encreaſe the naughtineſle of their words and aRtions: 


forthey not onely doe exu//bur reioyce therein : they cometo 
it with defire,theypraQtiſe it with pleaſure,and afterwards are 
glad of their helliſh exploits; yea they exulc,as the other word 
fignifieth, they expreſle that delight which they haue takenin 
latisfying their luſts, cicher by geſture, or countenance, or 
yaunting,or by ſome meanes or other,and many of them glo- 
ry moſt of that, whereofthey ought to bee moſt aſhamed, as 
in wicked frowardneſſe; the word 1$ permerſeneſſe of enill, Cinfull 
headinefle in their licentiousattempts whatſoeuer, 


Verſ.15. Whoſe waies are pernerſe, and they are obtinate in 
their pathes, 


== laſt effet andproperty of the ſinful miſcreants,is their 
deſperate incorrigibleneſle , that albeit their waies bee 
perucrſc,aud alltheir courſe and carriage bec leaud and dam- 


nable, 


Provansy: Ch Wof 


ee in the 
nd inj. 
br Way 
ON, and 
d their 
t aſtray 
uld not 
a9 2inl 
y ſhun 
1forme 
ch they 
for the 
1 make 


wicked 


, is the 


reand - 


tions: 
2Me to 
rds are 
r word 
kenin 
ce, Or 
n glo- 
ed, as 


finfull 


ale 1 


their 
5 bee 
dam- 


able, 


bad, Wo I6. 


: : -pable, yet they are refraQarie in them, and reſolued never toa. 


| here ſhe is deſcribed by W 
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mend, but grow worſe like reſty iades, that are till going 
backwards,when they ſhould proceed in a journey, Neither 
will chey hearken to him that ſhall teach them by precepr,nor 
- be willing to follow him that ſhall lead them by example, 


but arecuery way ſo averſe and froward,that their Miniſter or 


beſt friends can haue no hope or heart to deale any further 
with them,but may leaue them with a ſigh as men incurable ; 
as the Phyſician doth him that hath the pangs of death vpon 
him, or the Surgeon ſuch a one as is thruſt thorowthe heart, 
They are the ſame whom in the former chapter hee calleth 
ſcorners, which would none of wiſedomes counkell, but deſpi- 
fed her corre&ion,&c, 


Verſ. 16. 7t ſhall deliner thee from the ſtrange woman, from 


the ſtranger that flattereth with ber words, 


Ow followeth the ſecond ſort of perillous perſons, from 

which,wiſedome will defend the men that loue her : ſhe 
Will deliver them from the euill woman, from the adulterefle, 
andall her enticements, with the fruitand end thereof, And 
1. Qualicies, 


2, EffeQs, 

 Herqualities are,firſt,that ſhe is a firange woman,one with 
whom thou oughteſt ro haue nothing to doe : for ſtrange 
fandeth in oppoſition to a mans lawfull wife; all othersin 
that ſenſe are (trangers, So, other fire then that which God 
fent downe from heauen vpon the altar, and was there conti= 
nually nouriſhed, was called firange fire; thenſhe is ſaid to be 
aſtranger,to be reputed as a forreiner, that hath alienated her 
felfe from God and his people,by her filthy converſation. As 
therefore the Iſraelites might not marrie with women that 
were aliens,as being the daughters of range gods; no more 
$ogh! a member of Chriftto haue company with an harlot, as 


ing as it were ofanother nation,not lanCified tothe Lord ; 
yea 


yY PxovEeRBs Chap.x, 


ea being diſtant fromhim by birth, as far as the earthis from 
Leone, cr 
Her leaud and fwfull behaviour, 
effesare 3 woe and miſery whereunto ſhee bringeth 
her companions, 

Some past of her misbehaujour is mentioued in this yerſe, 
25 her ſmooch and flattering ſpeech,whereby ſhe labourethto 
allure vnwaric and heedlefle perſons, and them with abairetv 
bring into her net, 


Verſ. 17. Which forſaketh the guide of her youth and forge:. 
teth the conenant of ber God, 


Ere haue we declared vnto ys the effeAs of thisſtrange 

woman, her diſloyaltic and perfidious behauiour, both 
againſt her husband and the Lord, She forſaketh her husband 
both in affection and ation, though not perhaps in bodily 
preſence,as Potiphars wife, andthe harlot mentioned hereaft- 
ter inthe ſeventh chapter had not: neither do all,nor the moſ}, 
but few of them vtterly refuſe their husbands bed ; notwith- 
Randing ſhe live and lie with him, yer ſhe is laid corelinquiſh 
him, if ſhe keepe not her ſelfe to him onely, and hee enioy her 
wholly, Now te aggrauatethe hainouſneſle of the offence, $4- 
lomon deſcribeth the husband ſo wronged, by his office and 
authority, and giueth the title of guide, adding withall a cir- 
cumſtance to make the fault appeare the fouler, that hee #« th: 
£#ide of her youth; even he whom ſhe firſt loued, tro whom ſhee 
firſt gaue her heart,and hand, and whom God had appointed 
toheras an headand gouernour, euen when ſhee was young 
andhad moſt needof diretion, Then her finne againſt God 
is ſer out, inthat ſhe hath broken her faith plighted inthe con- 
tra, and at the marriage, andſo is periured, and that againſt 
the Lord, whoſe couenant this was; not onely for that he or- 
dained marriage to be entred intoby ſuch bonds and conditi- 
ons, but becauſc it was ratified, ſanQiified, and eſtabliſhed by 
his ſpecial preſence, & with ſpeciall inuocation vypon his name. 
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h Werl. r3. Surely ber houſe tondeth ro drath, and her pathesto 
edcad, eos 

koy | 

T1: woe and miſery whereuntothe whoriſh woman doth 


> & bring her cuſtomers is now to be ſpoken of,and that is no 

then deſtruction it ſelfe sfor her bouſe, the filthineſſe and 
$behauiour in her houſe, with the firſt emrance into fami- 
thry with her, cenderh ro death; ſometimes of the body, and 
4bwaics of the ſoule, and her pathes, her courſe and order of 
lifewill bring him that accompanieth her therein, ynto che 
wad, to the ſame eftate and puniſhment with them, that haue 
Yormerly periſhed in the ſawe'ſinne, | 

Wh 
- Ver. 19. Whoſoener goe in to her,returne not againe, neither 
attaine they to theway of life, 
1E(1;S Nv 
_ puniſhment of adulcery is aggrauatedby the certainty 

of it, andthe vniverſality in reſpe& of the offenders, be- 

ingall almoſt in a deſperate eſtate : and therfore he ſaith,/Yboe 
Jotmer goe in vnto her, returne not againe ; none; of. whar eftate 
orcondition ſoeuer, that haue familiarity, and\commir filchi- 
wolle wich her,eſcape without miſchiefe, and hardly evercome 
torepentance,or 4t1aine to the way of life, reforme themſclues, 
and take a better courſe of life,that they might be ſaued. And 
{itheſe words are for the prevention of that wonted obieRi- 
on'oppoſed againſt rebukes and threatnings for this finne, we 
wilb repent atid helpe all. But who doth ſo (faith. the holy 
Ghoſt) none that goe in to her returne againe, that is,very few: 
for-it is an hyperbolicall, and comparatiue ſpeech ; as if hee 
ſhould have ſaid, rhereare none,to ſpeake of, that reforme 
themſclues, in compariſon of the multitude ot them which 
comminue impenitent /nto deathand are damned, This man= 
meriof ſpeaking is frequent inche Scriptures, No man calleth 
Sha man contenderb for the truth, Ela, 59,4. Therers 


Pg 


thar calleth pon thy name neither that [tirreth vp hunſclfe 
10k bald of thee, Eſa, 6417: 1 bearkened and beard, but noxe 
Ren ghonopmas repented him of bis witkedneſſe, ſing Wha 
Wit, ) ane 


30 Prxovnnss. Chap. 42 
haue I done? exery ane twrueth to his race, the berſt ruſperh is 
ro thebattell, lerem. 8.9. 

Verſ, 20, That thou maieft walks in the way of good men an 
heepe the pathes of the inft, 


He vertue of wiſdome hath been commended, for th 

protection and defence whicbir yeelderth againſt wicke 
waies,and finfall people, which now he amplifieth by the coy 
trary, ſhewing the benefit of it for dire&ion to good wait 
and the example and ſociety of godly perſons, as will beeth - 
betterperceiued, if thou looke backe to the ewelfth and thi nefle 
teenth verſes,and annex this vnto them in this manner : {14 Al 
deliner thee from the emill way, and from the man that ſpeaket 
froward things,and from them that leaue the wares of rightess. 
weſſr,towalks in the waies of darkeneſſe: that thou maieft wa'teu 
the waies of good men, and heepe the wares of the righteons ; thi 
1s, bee conuerſant with them, and conforme thy lelte to the: 
honeſt and holy behaviour, 


; Verl.21. For the righteous ſhall dwell on earth,and the vprige 
fall remaine therein, 

Verſ.22. But thewicked ſhall be ext off from the earth, a 
the tranſgreſſors ſhallbe plucke out of it, 


Ere haue we the concluſion of the precedent diſcourt 

; Acooficming it firſt by che Kindnefſe of God, in way « 
promiſe vnto the'gaod,and thets by his contrary iudgerent 
in way of threatning vntothe cuill, Touching the former) 
ſaith,that the rwit ſpall dwell in the earth, bee protected in tin: 
of perill, when others periſh;and they and theirs ſhall be «(i 
bliſhed,ſo long as is good for them, and enioy al ſuch bleſſirg 
of this life, as will doe them moſt good, But the wicked ſoallh 
cut off from the earth; the yengeance of God ſhall overture 
their perſons, cſtates, and poſterities, as grafle is mown down, 
or weeds are plucked vp,or naughtie trees are rooted our, | 
any obie@ char the.gedly commonly have leaſt part inthx 
earth, and cacthly bleſkngs, and are ſooneſt remoucd, let hin 
conhidet 
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mſrder that howſoever it ſeeme fo, yet indeed it is nothing 


x 


@. For while they line here the whole earth is theirs, with 
the vic of it, howſoeuer the Lord ſeeth it good to uu them to 
aſþicicuall dier,and keeperh them for ſurteiting of exceſle,the 
Herrer to ficthem for their heauenly inheritance: and when 
chey are raken awayby death, they be tranſlated roimmorta. 
litie and gloric. Whereas the wicked enioy that little, or that 
mach which they hate, as vſurpers and theeues doe an houſe, 
walbich they haue broken into and keepe for a few houres,vntil 
theofficers come and apprehend them, and then arethey caſt 
Im priſon, or led vnto execution, theyare ciefted with a wit- 
nefle,and caſt into perperuall miſerie, 


At. ——_—— 


F. CuAPTak. HE 


oe ff) 
Verſe 1. My ſonne, forget not thou my law,but let thy hrars 
heepe my commandements, 


= Chaprer the ſpirit of God proceedeth toperſwade 
ks people co the conſcronable obſeruation, and keeping 


a r.By exhortations, 
of is word,and that he doth 2 .By reaſons annexed ſeueral- 
vilz ly thereunto. 


And the moſt of theſe are promiſes , yea all of them to 
the feucn and twentieth verſe, and fo after the thirtieth; 
yew. amplified by their contraries, as will appeare in their 
es, 

The exhortations are of ewo forts: one is generall, requi- 
fig an ex itt care of alGods law: the others are more ſpecial, 
eontaining an vfolded dedaration of ſundrie duties, 

*\The firtt we have tn theſe firſt words, wherein we may cott- 
fadey, firlt, the perſons to whom hee ſpeaketh, Secondly, the 
knſc}which he Jeliuererh, 

-SÞhe perfons, are aff Rithfull readers, or hearers, to whom 
partiality hediteRerh his ſpeech,as ifir were but one 
: man 


o- 
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man,and he moſt deare ynto him,and therfore as afore,ſo noy 
againe,and afterwards, he yſeth the amiable name of a ſonre 
as if he ſhould ſay, It is not an enemie that dealeth with thee, 
nor a bare friend, nor a maſter to his ſeruant, nor a King tohi; 
ſubiect, but afather to his childe: wherber thereforethou look 
to God the author, he loueth thee tenderly that ſpeaketh ynto 
thee, hearken therefore with attention,and obey, His counſel 
is vttered,firſt,in a prohibition, forget not my /aw, neither (uf. 
fer my doEtrineto lip out of thy memory,ncither be ynmind. 
full ro pur it in praiſe: then by a precept, but let thy hear 
heepe my commandements, get ſound knowledge of then), and 
embrace them with vprightnes,and good affetion, 


Verſe 2. For they ſhall adde unto thee length of daies, ani 
Jeeres of life and peace. 


TA generall precept for faithfull keeping of Gods com. 
mandements hath an ample promiſe annexed ynto it of: 
long life, and comfortable eſtate, For they, wiſedomes law and 
precept remembred,and obeyed, ſhall adde unto thee length d 
daies : he meaneth not that the termes, and times which tht 
Lord hath ſet ſhall be lengthened, but as hee hath prefined! 
long life to any of his people, ſo hath he ordained itto be tht 
reward of their obedience, Aud peace, welfare,and proſperity, 
ſo farreasis ſafe and good for thee, and corrupteth not th 
heart with pride,yaine confidence, forgerfulnes of God, an 
death,and immoderate loue of the world. If any man excey 
againſt theſe words as yntrue, or improbable, becauſe mary 
good men liue in trouble,and dye intheir youth, let him con- 
figer that the obedience of the godly is not.full, but in par, 
and therefore it is no marueile, if in part onely they are mad: 
partakers ofoutward things: and hereunto adde that the pro 
miſes touching outward things are not abſolute, and ſimple, 
but conditional, and the Lord giuing his children in heaue: 
eternitie,and complete happineſſe, doth verifie all his prom 
ies with aduantage, And it pleaſeth. him many wajes reſp 
cting their good,to ſhorten the race of diuers whom he dear: 
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4 ay loueth. Sometimes, leſt they ſhould bee corrupted in the 
Morld,as thar ſeemeth to bee one cauſe why /eroboams good r.King.r4.11, 


Fonne was taken away ſo ſoone, Sometimes leſt they ſhould 


_—_— to his reſt before the calamities that ſhortly after en- 
ed. Sometimes the wicked world ynworthie of them and 


- ynkind vnco them, is juſtly puniſhed by hauing them taken a- 


way fromthem. And for all this, notwichlianding they liue 
gmeucr ſo ſhort atime, yet have they the /engrth of daies,cuery 
Gay being a whole day vnto them, the Sunne of comfort, and 
| rm tauour ariſing ypon themearly inthe morning, and 

ining vpon them brighter and brighter without any going 
downe. Sommer fruite may be as ripe as the winter fruite,and 
yet gathered many weekes,or ſome moneths before ir, 


12:Verſe 3, Let not mercie- and truth forſake thee : binde them 
anthy necke,and write them vpon the table of thy heart. 
&. 
A Frerthe generall precept,he preſcribeth eſpeciall duties, 
yet ſuch as are of large extent,and containe vnder them 
very many particulars :for by wercie he meancth all good of 
fices towards man; and by #rwth, faith, or faithfulnes,he vn- 
derſiandeth all good duties which wee owe to God, Which 
reth to bee ſo, becauſe theſe being propounded in this 
yerſe are handled more art large in the chapter, the latter in 
the former place,and the former in the ſecond,after the man=- 
ner of the Hebrewes, Now theſe graces he requireth as care« 
fully co be kepr,as prouidently gotten, admomithing that they 
forſake vs nor, ſpeaking by an hypallagy,he giueth vs a cauear, 
thar we torjake not them, and withall noteth how readie they 
are(through our corruption)to bee gone fromys. Andthe 
t difficultie of retaining them, and therefore inthe next 
rds he requireth that we ſhould binde them to our necks, 
that is, looke well to them, and keepethem ſafe,and rye them 


PE men doe their chaines,or coftly Iewels which they vſe 


their delight,and ornaments : and withall to write thews on 


the table of ewr heart, that is, alway to remember them, and 
6; D thinke 


= 


Ke the cuils ro come : and therefore that worthie [oſiah was liai.57.1.2, 


—_ 
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thinke on them,ſpeake ofthem;and doe-them,as we vſeto ſer 
doye in our tablesthoſe things whereof we would keepe'x 
preciſe memorandum, : Bf 


Verſe 4. So ſhalt thou finde fanonr, and good wnder/tanding 
in the ſight of God,and man. 9.5! 


Y fe precept hath this promiſe annexed yntoiir for 
arcaſon : wherein two things are promiſed: the hilt is 
that by obſeruation of thatholy aduice,or commandement, a 
man ſhall finde, that is, obraine comfort, favow;loue, liking, 
and goodacceptation : theother is, he ſhall inde good vraey. 
ſtanding , whereby is meant good fiiccelle, or any fuch ble- 
Fngs, whereby ynderſtanding is rewarded: for heere is the 


cauſe put for the effe&, And both theſe are ſaid to bee before + 


God,and man, that is, God will be'gractotstovſuch, and man 
will bee friendly, God will gige them thetruiee, andireconm 
pence of their ynderſtanding, and cauſe their good cltateto 
reſtifie their wiiedome,cuen ſuch. as hee doth approone of, and 


man ſhall be witnefle of the fame. Where now may be leene | 


how pertinently the promiſe performed doth anfixere to the 
precept obeyed, He that byrhe rruth is feruiceablc to God, 
and likewiſe by mercie is profitable ro man, ſhall firnde f.vow 
and honour both with God, and man. : 


Verſe 5, Truſt in the Lord with all thme heart, and leant 
not to thine owne wiſedome. 


Hons inthe precept laſt before, commended to ys tht 
conſtant pofleſſion,or rather vs vnto the fairhfull cuſto- 
die of mercte;and thereby all righteouſhes required inthe {& 
cond rable, and r7#<, the quinteflence of the firſt, he begin- 
neth with the latter, declaring certaine particuler duties, and 
benefits of pietie,to the ſeven and twentieth verſe, and then 
nrreateth of the former, In the firſt place hee perſwadeth to 
traſt and put confidence in God, which-is arefting,and repo: 
fing our {elues on himand his tatherly prouidencgpboth tot 

| deliuc- 


erſe 


f Jeliue 
-dbiog! 


hereo! 
heart, 
or dift 
tob 
—_ 
ded,p: 
from | 
afftanc 
be in 
the fea 
is anne 
himſcl 
oppoli 
and po 
an for 
meane 
friends 
recoun 
one,or 
otent 
= 
are vph 
{mall,c] 
from h« 
being f 
they bc 
ſuch is 
fiance i 
orclie | 
their 0\ 
falily vx 
to bee | 
way C 
oth fic 


on the « 


bap.3, 
to ſet 
eepe a 


ending 


it for 
firſts, 
Vent, a 
iking, 
under. 
1 bleſ- 
1s rhe 
before 
d Man 
'£conm 
tateto 
of, and 


e lecne © 


ro the 
» God, 
farnow 


d leaxt 


ys the 
| cuſto- 
the {& 
begin- 
es, and 
1d then 
leth co 
d repos 
5Tht tot 


deliuce 


bi Verſe 5e Proverss. 35 
*geliverance from all evill things, and the fruition of all good 
+Fbiogs necdfull for vs couching this life,and that zo come. And 


hereof hce preſcribeth the manner, thatit bee with the whole 
heart,conftant,Nable,firme,and well fixed, without wavering 
ef difidence :for he would not haue his lufficiencie or fideli- 
fy.to be ſuſpected,or called into queltion, Neither isthis all, 
but much heed mutt alſo be taken that the heart bee not diui- 
ded, partly depending vpon the Lord, and hoping for helpe 
from him,and partly relying vpon other meanes, and putting 
affrance in them, Louec is communicable to creatures, ſo that it 
be in an infertour place, and feare allo if it bee ſubordinate to 
the feare of him, & ayrecable to his ordinance; but confidence 
i annexed to his imperial crown,and reſcrued pecnliarly vnto 
himſelte, And therfore he ſetteth it forth here by the contrary, 
oppoling vnto it ones owne wiſedome; that is to ſay, wit 
and policic, whereby a man is able to ſhifr, and make prouiliz 
an for himlelfe in all caſes; and naming one fleſhly (tay, hee 
meanethall of like nature, as wealth, worthinefle, ftrength, 
friends and innumerable others,morethen can perticular'y be 
recounted. And his admonition is, that we /-4ane no: vnto that 
one,or any of thercRt, taking the ſimilitude from aged, or im- 
porent perſons, who commur the weight of their bodics to the 
ſtrength of their (taffe;ific bee found and Rrong enongh, they 
are vpholden by ir,and ſtand fall; if it be rotten, crackt,or too 
{mall,chey fall rothe ground withthe breach of the ſame : or 
from houſes or edifices which are ſupported by pillars, which 
being firme,doe beare vp th*- roofe and whole build:in2 ; bur 
they being weake and infuficient, downe commet\ all, And 
ſuch is the fate of thoſe which either vtterly renounce all at= 
fiance in God,& betake themſclues whally ro worldly helpes, 
orclic trutt that hee will eſtabliſh them on the one fide, and 
their owne props made of reeds and wheat ſtrawes, ſhall ted. 
falily vphold them on the other. It is as good for a foundation 
& bee laidal-rogether on the ſand, as partly on the ſand, and 
Prn'y on a rocke; and an houſe to bee without buttraſſes on 

oth ſides, if it haue nothing to luſtaine it, but ruinous walles 


on the one, 
D 2 Verli.6, 


Chap.z. 


Verſe 6. In all thy waies acknowledge him, and h: ſhall dire 
thy waies, 


26 PrxOVERBS. 


V N:o truſt he requireth knowledge to be adioyned, which 
is the ynderilanding,and apprehenſion of his will,and of 
his word,and this is declared by the v{c and exerciſe of it, and 
that by the ſubiects, and thoſe by their extent and lJargenes, 
The exerciſe of knowledge is an acknowledgement tht pro. 
feſhon be made of him,with ſeruice done vnto him. The (ib. 
ies thereof are the waies of inen, the whole patlage of their 
life,their actions which they performe, the words which they 
ytter,and the cogitations which they conceiue, The extent of 
the ſame 15 expreſſed by the note of vniuerſalitic, a: nothing 
is to bee done, nothing is to be ſpoken, nothing isto be inia- 
gined or thought of,contrary tothe rules thereof, To this hee 
addeth a ſecond argument,taken from the benefit and proſpe- 
rous event of this knowing and acknowledging of im,he ſhal 
direft thywor'es,and thy words, and purpoſes, by him thou 
ſhall be informed what 1s lawfull, and whacr is vnlawfull, what 
is holy,and what is finfull, what is yſcfull, and whar is hurtfull, 
what is moſt ſcaſonable, and what is out of ſeaſon : by him 
thy heart ſhall bee inclined to make choice of that which is 
belt, and to refuſe that which is vofittinge by kim thou ſhalt 
be aſfilted to performe thy aQions, and vrter thy ſpeeches in 
ſuch manner, as ſhall be moſt acceptable co him, and profita- 
ble to thy ſelfeand others, 


Verſe 7. Be not wiſe im thine owne eyes, E t h 
and arpart from enill, | yes, Ent feare the Lora, 


AT precept hee giueth to feare the Lord,whichisto 
ſubieCtthy ſelfe vnto him,and to (tand in reverent awe 
of tim : for histruth, juſtice, greatnes, goodnes, omniſcience 
and vbiquitie : and becauſe of his holy word his glorious aQs 
and righteous iudgement, And hereunto he maketh a wav by 
remouall of that which is againſt ir,and an impediment vnto 
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it, which is ſelfe-liking, Be not wiſe in thine owne eyes : that is, 
bee not conceited, and haue no opinion of thine owne wiſe= 
dome. It is aborroweg ſpeech, wherein theeſtimation of the 
minde is comparedto the aſpeRs of the teare, accordingto 
ether texts of Scripture, Pſal.101.6. Mine eyes ſhall be to the 
Faithfull of the laxd : that is, I will much regard them : and 
Ifai.66.verſ.2.To him will I looke, cuen to him that is poore, 
and of a contrite ſpirit :that is, I will declare my fauour, and 
acceptance, and miniſter comfort and helpe ro him, 

ow bythis one, he forbiddeth all proud thoughts, and ima- 
pinations of ones ſelfe, for what reſpect ſocuer, For an hie 
minde,and loftie conceit of a mans owne excellencie will ne- 
ger agree with the true feare of God, whichis euermore ioy- 
ned with the ſight of thine owne vilenes. And this grace he 
ſerteth notably foorth by a worthic efteRt of ir, the departure 
from exill,and that confifteth partly in auoiding the baites of 
it,that wee bee not inſnared therewith, and fall into it :and 


mp2 in breaking off finne(wherein we haue formerly lived) 


ſound repentance, and reformation: and ſetting ir downe 
indefinicly bh vnderſtanderh all kinde of wickednefle, as of 
heart,of a&,oftongue,of any ſenſe, of any member,and 1s the 
fame in ſenſe with that which the Apolile expreſſeth in other 


rermes, Let vs clenſe our ſelnes from all filtbineſſe of fleſh, and 2.Cor.7.y, 


ſpirit. 


Verſ. 8. So ſhall bealth bee to thy nauell, and marrow to thy Shikkui, 


bones, 
;, ſhave promiſe is added, not oriely to the precept immedi- 
ately foregoing it ; but to thoſe alſo inthe fifth and fixth 
verſes, which require an abſolute dependance on the Lord,as 
this laſt doth an holy dread of him, with a diſclaime of their 
owne wiſedome,and an abandoning of all vitious behauiour. 
The reward promiſed is a good and comfortable eftate,if nor 
eonſpicuouſly maintained with | plenty, and abundance, 
yet ſecrecly,and in an hidden and extraording ry manner nou- 
ll D3 riſhed 


Job,z21+14s 
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riſhed with effeRuall ſufficiencie, Andthis he alligoricallyre. 
ſembleth to the condition ef an infant, which in the wombe 
receiveth nouriſhment at the nauell, whereby it enioyeth con. 
tinuance of life, breath, health,and growth; & after it is borne 
by the milke which it ſucketh, and the food that is miniſtred 
yato it; the bones arerepleniſhed with moiſtneſſe,that is,mar. 
row ( by a metaphor taken from the moiſture of the eant, 
which feedeth the roots of plants with nouriture,and they the 
Rocke,or Remme, and branches, with ſap.) 

This marrow of the bones proueth the body to be in health, 
and good liking ; as [eb deſcribeth the welfare of a man by the 
ſame note,ſaying, Hu brea#ts are full of milke,and hu bones ran 
full of marrow, And this ſfimilitude very aptly beficteth the 
matter in hand,and preventeth ſuch exceptions as fleſhly men 
mighttake againſt the former precepcs. For if we nothing re. 
lie on our wiſedome, but vtterly relinquiſh the eſtimation ef 
It ( ſaith carnall reaſon) how can we poſſibly auoide penurie? 
For men would ſoone bee ſtarued for all their faith and holi. 
neſſe, if they had no forecaſt to relieve themſelues withall, 
Which thing corrupt ſenſe alſo ſeemeth to confirme, and 
ypbraideth vs with the poverty and need of many, which will 
not Jive by their wits,nor bee opinionate thereof, which will 
not ſhifr * themſclues indireRly, but doe feare the Lord, an 
depart from enill, Doe not we ſee((aith ir) divers of them quite 
deſtiture of lands,or living,ſtocke,or ſtore,or any thing befor: 
hand to keepe themſelues and their families? what be theythe 
berter for their humility, deuotion, and mortification? The 
fallacie of both theſe,as well of ſenſelefle ſenſe, as of vnrea'e 
nable reaſon is deteted, and confured of the holy Ghoſt by 
this elegant ſimilitude, What wiſedome or policie hath the 
babe new borne to make ſhift for it; ſelſe? and yer the bo- 
dy of it thriueth as well asthe thrifty husbands ſpoken of in 
the Goſpell; and who looketh to the child inthe wombe? or 
what ſubſtance hathir lying by to maintaine it ? Nay, it hath 
not ſo much asthe vſe of a mouth to receive meate, or milke, 


ifany hand,or breaſt could miniſter the ame vato it : and yet 
the 


niniftred 
t 15,mar. 
ie earth, 
they the 


1 health, 
n by the 
OCT Van 
teth the 
hly men 
hing re. 
ation of 
enurie? 
nd holi. 
withall 
ie, and 
ich will 
ich will 
rd, and 
m Quite 
| 4. 
hey the 
n? The 
nrea'c 
Noſt by 
th the 
he bo« 
1 of in 
be?or 
It hath 
milke, 
nd yet 
the 


——_— 


a. 
Le! * 
N 1 j 


PrxovyBRBEsS. 


39 
- therich mans great barnes full of corne did not better relicue 
him,chen Gods prouidence,or ordinance doth this poore em- 


ſe 9. 


Vetſ. 9. Henovy the Lordwith thy riches and With the chiefe 
of thy renennes, 


| 2 propoſed certaine ofthe principall parts of piety, 
as confidence in God,&c,he teacheth cuery man bow to 
beſtow and employ the ſame in any condition of life, accor- 
ding as he ſhall finde himſelfe either bleſſed, or croſſed by the 
hand of the Lord; and therefore in this verſe teacheth him 
how to vic proſperity ; andin the next ſauce one, howto beare 
aducrfity. Touching the former, he commandeth to hononr the 
Lord with his riches ; not only by diſcharging ſuch levies, rates, 
and neceſſariedues as are required at his hands, for the main» 
tenance of his miniſtery,and the meanes of his ſeruice ; bur al- 
foby a frankeand free contribution, for the furtherance of 
true religion, and Gods holy worſhip, as they were bound to 
pay tiches,and firſt fruites, and taught to bring free-will offe- 
riogs,& voluntarie oblations.Now the things to be conſecra- 
eed he ſerteth forth, firſt, by the quality,that they'be nor things 
vile,baſe,and of no value,and as it were the refuſe of their ſub- 
ance, butthe choyce,chitfe and principall thereof: the per- 
formance of which is commended in Abel, whom Moſes re- 
_ to haue offered of the fat of the cattell: and the defaulr 
eof is much taxed inthe Iewes by Malachy, ſaying : Tow 
offer vncleane bread on my altar, and ye ſay, Wherein hane we pot» 
lnted thee? In that ye ſay, The table of the Lord u not tobe re- 
garded, Andif ye offer the blood for a ſacrifice, ts it not enill? and 
if ye offer the lame, and ſiche, is it not enill? offer it to thy Prince, 
will be be content with it, ſaith the Lord of hols ? But curſed be 
the deceiner, which hath in his flocke a male, and offereth tothe 
Lord acorrnpt thing. 
- Second!y,by the generality of kinds, that they dedicate to 
God part of all their profirs, whether it be of the croppe of the 


ground, or of the fruites of the trees, or of the cattell of the 
D 4 flocke, 


Gen. 4.4. 


Mal.: 7.8.14. 


— — 
—— 
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flocke,or of whatſoever other commodities doe accrewvnto 
them, And though riches be onely here ſpecified, yet areal 
other endowments to the ſame purpoſe to bee deſtinated,and 
after the ſame manner tobe yſed; as —_ 
knowledge,cloquence,cunning,and other good gifts both of 
grace and Nature. 


Verſ., 10, So ſpall thy barnes be filed with abundance,ard:ily 


wine preſſe runne ouer with new wine, 


Nd becauſe God cannot bee well honoured with riches 

without charges,and no charges preſſe a carnall hean(o 
bard as thoſe that are beſt expended; hee therefore encours. 
geth vs to beſtow thiscoſt,and that with a promiſe of greater 
gaine,which hehyperbolically amplifieth, & with an holy ex. 
ceſſive kind of ſpeech : his meaning is,that we ſhall be ſofarre 
from being impoueriſhed by this coſt, as that contrariwiſe we 
ſhall bee enriched by the ſame, the blefling of God being fo 
great vpon our labour,as that wee ſhall have as much corne a 
our barnes and granaries can containe; and wine in ſuch abun. 
dance,as that our wine prefſes,tubs,and other veſſels ſhall run 
ouer with plentie, or all other commodities proportienable 
and equiualent ynto thoſe two, And though theſe thing! 
ſhould faile to riſe to ſuch a quantity; yet this promiſe doth 
never faile of verity and truth, for as much as lefſe meaſure of 
earthly poſſeſſions may oftentimes be of greater vſe, and much 
more for comfort and contentment, The wiſedome of God 
ſeethin this argument apregnancie, and aptneſle ro induce 
men to obeythe exhorration: and therefore he purteth it as3 
forcible weapon into the hand of faith, for the ſuppreſſion and 
keeping vnder of diffidence,which cauſeth ſo much grudging 
and reftrainedneſſe, moſt men thinking all to bee loſt that1s 
wcll beftowed: whereas if they could apprehend, and foreſee 
the gaine that will redound voto them, and the profit they 
ſhal receiue,they wouldeſteeme benificence,and large expen- 8 
ces diſcreetly laid out for good vſes, to bee the chiete point of 


thriſt,and all good husbandric ; and they may well know,tha: co) 
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en their barnes, wine reſſes,ſhops, ſtore-houſes,chambers, 

| —unqunt—s fields = _ are repleniſhed with all 
Rore,plenty,and furniture belonging ſeuerally vatothem ; yer 
they haue not therein attained ynto the fulneſſe of their 
wealth,nor beſt of their ſubſtance. For theſe earthly richesare 
iſed and ginen onely as pledges and pawnes of more 
worthfull poſſcſſions, euen celeſtial treaſures, and inheri- 


ances. 


Verſ, 17. 12, My one, deſpiſe not the chaflening of the 
Lord, neither be weary of hu correftion, For whom the Lord 1s= 
weth, he corretteth, enen 45a father the ſonne in hom he de- 


light el h, 


s E haue ſcene how, and for what cauſe God is tobee 
V ſerued in the ſtate of proſperity, whence hee paſſeth 
to another point, teaching vs ſubmiſſively, and patiently to 
yeeld to his words,and the ſtripes of his hapds in the flare of 
aduerficie. And this he doth by way ofa (Pro/epſis ) after this 
manner. Obeft, Notwithſtanding all the wealth, and abun- 
dance with other kindes, and degrees of felicitie promiſed to 
them that feare the Lord, and dedicate themſelues, and that 
which they haue vnto his ſeruice; yet experience ſheweth that 
none are more afflicted with pouertie, and other croſſes, then 
fuch as are moſt deuoted to him, being willing to depart with 
any thing for his ſake. A»ſw.We finde thisto be truce indeed, 
inall ages and places it fo falles out; howbeit the affliftions 
which they ſultaine are not puniſhments comming from the 
wrath of God to their hurt, but chaflizements from his loue, 
and laid ypon them. for their good: whereupon he exhorteth 
to beare them accordingly,delivering aprecept, and backing 
the ſame with reaſons. The preceprt containeth two rules mo- 
nitoric,direRed to the ſonnes of wiſedome,which are fruitful 
readers, attentiue hearers, and embracers of her : the firſt is, 
that chey deſpiſe not correition,viz., that they make not light 
account of ir, as they doe who will not take notice of any 


grokes, or judgements that light ypon them; on ifthey bee 
| : touched. 


Exod.6,7.8, 
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touched with the feeling thereof, they impute the ſame either 
to fortune or deftinie, or aſcribe all to inferiour and ſubord.. 
nate cauſes, and turne their eyes from beholding the hand of 
hin that triketh,and from the ſight of their owne fins, which 
by due defert haue cauſed chemlſelues to be fmitren : andy 
they doe who (notwithſtanding they feele the ſmart of th 
rod,and cannot bur ſee the iuſtice of God therein) are yet be- 
come ſenſeleſſe and obdurate, without godly ſorrow, wih- 
out godly ſhame, wichour godly feare, at d without all godly 
remorſe and humiliation : and as they doe who ſeeme to be: 
ſomewhat affrighted,and for atime feiefted with griefe, and 
humilitie,yetproceed not to reformation of their vicious be. 
hauiour: and as they who in extremitie of miſerie reforme 
ſome part of their misbchauiour, and ſeeme for a time peri. 
rent,and yery contrite for their offences; yet when the cal 
mitie is paſſed oucr,and they are freed from puniſhment anc 
perill, they returne like the dogge ro his vomit, and lives 
impiouſly,as impurely,and as vnrighteouſly, as euer they did 
in foriner time:ſothen this is to deſpiſe correRion, not to bee 
pe mop by it, by making ſome good and profitable vie 
of it, 

The other rule is, to auoide another extremitie of be.n2 
wear of his correflion,viz.when men be diſcouraged at ther 
afliions, when they languiſh and faint vnder the burthenot 
them : for that pro _ many pernitious efteAs, thereby 
they are diſabled from all good {eruices,they cannor be indu 
frious in their ſeuerall callings with any cheerefulnes : they 
cannot pray with any comfort, they cannot giue thankes to 
God with any ioyfulnes: they cannot embrace the word wit 
good xctention,nor meditate in it with any delight, We reak 
in Exodus that the Lord ſent a gracious meſſage vnto his peo- 
ple,ſaying, /will take you for my people, and will be your God, 
and you ſhall know that ! the Loyd your God «ll bring you from 
the burthens of the Egyprians, eAnd [will brmg you intothe 
land.which I (ware 1 would gine to Abraham,and to 1ſaac,and 
to Jacob and will gue it you 'or Apoſſeſſion > So Moſes told the 
children of [ſrac! thts : but with what lucceſle, the ſame tex! 
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telleth vs, they bearkened not to voyces for anguiſh of ſpivit, and 
erwell bondage. Hence proceede diltempers, patſions, mur- 
murings, gricuous concluſions of men againſtthemſelues: as 
that God abhorreth them, as damnable hypocrites,reprobartes, 
and caſt awayes : that there will never be an end of their miſe- 
ries, and troubles, that they ſhall not be able co beare them 
long, but fall downe vnder them with deſperation. Hence pro- 
__ indireR ſeeking of helpe,vntimely,and vnconſcionadly, 
and after a ſhifting manner. Such euents are not onely ordi= 
nary in theſe dayes, but haue bin ancient in former times, and 
that among the deareſt of Gods owne ſervants, ſuch as were 


Iob, and leremiah , whoſe diſcouraged hearts, drew their 1,6, , , 
tongues to paſſionate ſpeeches, curſing the day of their birth, ler.z.14. 


and the news tellers thereof, with ſundry imprecations againſt 
themſclues,and their innocent friends:and as were the aftlited 
Saints in the time of the Prophets complaining after this ſort: 


The Lord hath forſaken me, and my Goa hath forgotten me : 1ſai.49.14. 
and after this, Cy frength and mine hope 1s periſhed from the Lam.3.3. 


Lord. And as was Daxzid: crying out in his haſte, that amen 
were [yar;,ſecming ro taxe Samnel amongſt thereſt, that there 
was no truth inany, no not in him, nor cuenthen when inthe 
name ofthe Lord hee aſlured him of their kingdome, And 
therefore in his diftruſtfulnes concluding thar ar one time or 
other, he ſhould dye by the hands of Sas/,he fled out of Iſrael 
into Paleſtina, from the Church of God to the heathen, where 


he was driuento miſerable perplexity,to ſhew divers vncome- 1,Sam.11,11, 


ly ericks, and toplay ſuch parts as were altogether vnſeemely 

his profefſion, place and perſon, The reaſons whereby he 
inciteth mento indure afflitions without contempr, or dil- 
couragement, are two : the firſt is, the principall *fhcient, the 
Lord himſelfe, who is to be feared inthe leſt of his workes : 
yea in his word, and who hath a whole torrett of rods to 
ſcourge vs withall, if we profit not by fewer, or ſmaller; which 
if we well conſidered, we would Roope at the leaſt, and feare 
athe firſt ſhaking of his hand at ys, For to contemre his 
chaſtiſements is to deſpiſe himſelfe, and to cauſe "1m to loſe 


kis labour in nuctering of vs. For we eftecme it a (igne of 
eracelcſnefſe 


laphik, 
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graceleſneſſe for a childe beaten b his fath 
eeares, ſo farre as ofttimes it rant. teares bs dr 
eyes: eucn ſo much more it argueth want of grace in vs, if a 
melt not when weare correRted by God himſelfe, x78 
The ſecond reaſon, and that which js to confirme the hear 
bw patience,is the mouing cauſe,together with the formal, 
— _ _ <0" ays of owe inducing himtoinfli cha. 
, that hee bee not driven to execute 
urrmpr a? _ _ - cleered by a — Schell 
a father with his childe, who d | 
ſonne to kill him, but to corre him: _ — - —_ 
nay po—_ = flubborne hart :not to make him An. 
,but to cauſe bim to returne to a better mind 
ter behauiour : andin a word,not b ra ce rw = 
becauſc he beateth a ſingular = — sf TS 
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emandements. The word which wee tranſlate (getteth) ſigni. 
fieth to drayw,or fetch out, being borrowed from ſuch as work 
in mines, who digge inthe carth, and from thence bring forth 


gold,or liluer,or ocher merrals, 


Verſe 14.15. For the merchandize of it is better then the 
merchand:z.e of ſilner : and the gaine thereof better then fine 
old, She 1s more pretions then rubies : and all things that thou 


cant deſire,are not to be compared to. her, 


E maketh good his poſition by compariſons : firſt, me- 
taphorically equalizing wiſedome with gainfull com- 
modiries: it is not like to dead Ruffe, or wares which will 
he ypon a chapmans hand withour yent, or vtterance,bur itis 
amerchandize that is vendidle, and as good as readie money, 
dly,he giueth a precedencie vnto it, and preferrethirt be-= 
precious treaſures, and ſuch as are had in eftimarion, 
whereof hee maketh a ſpeciall enumeration of three, every 
one excelling other. The firſt is filuer : the ſecond is gold 
better chen that : the third pretious ſtones, which are ricker 
then both, and addeth a fourth more generall, and compre- 
hends the former,and all other things ot like ſort, whatſoeuer 
is defirable, or men can ſet their hearts ypon. For God be. 
Rtoweth thele treaſures vpon his enemies, and wiſdome vpon 
his friends, and children. only : theſe treaſures are ofearthly 
matter, but wiſedome- is celeſtiall and heauenly : theſe rrea- 
ſures are vicertaine and of no continuance; but wiſcdome is 
conſtant,and cuerlafting : theſe treaſures are many times hurt» 
full, and pernicious both ro ſfoule and body ; bur wiſedome 
onely vſcfull and profitable : theſe treaſures are fagitiue, and 
leaue a man ac his death, when he hath moſt need of comfort; 
but wiſedome then ftandeth co him, and miniftreth then moſt 
conſolation to his conſcience : theſe treaſures procure no fa. 
uour before the iudgement ſeate of God; bur wiſedome 


bringerh then acceptation aud glorie, 


Micah 5.5. 


_ =.Cor.4.:.3, 


PROVERBS. 
hand honour and riches, 


Rom the general effeQs of wiſedome he deſcendeth tohe: 

ſpirituall bencfirs, which are parts of that bleſſed clatebe. 
fore propounded, and proues that it is better then gold anc 
filuer,and other deleable things, in that it is the caule an; 
principall meancs whereby good men obtaine the fruition: 
them,and ſome ofthem are external bleſſings, & concerne th: 
outward man,and theſe are contained inthis verſe : ſome ar: 
internall,and concerne the inward man, and thelewe ſhal hn, 
inthe two next, And here hee vieth an elegant Proſopore:; 
aſcribing to wildome the perſon of a wealthy Lady, or vour. 
tifull woman, who is neuer empty handed, bur hath alwate; 
princely gifts in a readinefle ro beſtow vpon her fauoutitc; 
and tollowers,and amonght which that which is fult mentio, 
ned, is more then any potentate, or all creatures arc ableto 
viue; and that is, /eng:h of dares, ora long life, whereot tl: 
greatcft plenty of cartiily commodities are appurteriace, 
and attendants, Andthis ſhe cuer grantcth with liniicatio! 
if it [tand with the good welfare ot her friends: if jt inable: 
them code ſcruiceableto their maker, andprofitable to thi: 
brethren,and thrifty for tlie encreaſe of their owne hap pin: 
1: 1t Cetaine them not too long fromtheir eternall re{t, a" 
pre!ence of their $:ujour, and the enjoyment of immort 
bleflednefle, Honor fomtimes, and to tome pcrions, C914. 
ties,ticles and preferments,and alwaics vnto all, a EU 
fiimation, inthe hearts, and by the teſtimony of the goc!;, 
vnto whom their graces appeare: yea the very wicked cot 
feare them,and {tand in dread of them; according to that '2\s 
m_ CAticah,1 hey hall be iike a y019g L101 amnong the ſueth, 
/ ſheepe, And alveitthe rongues of malcuolent men be com- 
monly preſt to traduce both them and their waies, yermany 
of tnole that are molFdepraved may truly tay with the Apeſile 
Pant; We approne onr ſelnestoencry mans conſcience mn the 0/1 
of God, Wet might bring the yngodly mens ownc behauiour 
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Wrbcir extremities for cleere confirmation of this + whoſe 
PEtuyers doc many ofthem ſooner craue when they are inter 
xours? whoſe counſels doe they more willingly aske in di- 
fireſſ-s? whoſe care and fidelity doe they more ſecurely de- 
pend vpon for their children,and their eſtates, when death will 
permitthem no longer to managetheir aftaires ? do nor theſe 
ehifigs argue that they repute them to bee holy,to bee wite,to 
derightcous;faichfull and truftic ? And can this good opinion 
be had of them without honour? yet all have not this nlike 
tmeaſure,norattaineto this forthwith ſo ſoone as they emter= 
thine wiiedome : for the yertues of manylie hidden for a time, 
&dppearenor ro the world, but through the virulent tongues 
of ſowe.chey 2nd their aRions are mildeemed,and hardly cen« 
ſured of others,and many are perſwaded indeed that they are 
ieuous offenders whom God approueth to bee faithfull and 
fauleleflc : bur this isnot a perperuall infamie, neither ſhall ir 
clkaveynro them. For God will not faile in due time to 

cleere their innocency according to his promiſe inthe Plalme, 


faying : Commit thy wy vnts the Lordtruſt mbim, and hee ſhall Pſal. 37.5.6. 


bring it to paſſe. He ſhall bring forth thy vighteauſneſſe as tbe light, 
avd thy indoement a5 the nooneday, Andinthe fame verity the 
Apoſtle fully agreeth with the Prophet,though he apply ir ro 
Mother purpole,when by oppoſition of contraries hee taith, 
Sewe mens (115 are open beſore hand, and goe before vnto inage- 
ment ; but ſome mens /innes folloy after, Likewiſe a/ſo good works 
are manifeit before hand, and they that are other wiſe cannot bee 
hid. 

And to honour he adioyneth riches, whereof though wile 
domes enemics be alſo partakers, and that in abundance, yer 
are they not made equall ther in with her friends and feruants : 
forthey are not both enriched with the ſame hand, neither are 
they given them for the ſame cauſe, neither doe chey emioy 
thefruir ard benefit of them in the fame maner, Ir is cke hand 
of Gods prouidence that miniftreth to the wicked, and it 1s 
chit hand of his favour and kindnefle that minifreth to the 
24 And it is not by way of extenuation called a /fr hand, 
, Conely ro declare that he iSliberal with the one, as well as 

_ WIE 


nc ate 
| 45 


Provnants 


ornaments and rewards , for a recurnpence of their ſervice, 
buthe curſeth the wicked therewith as with gyues and ſnares 
for a puniſhment of their ſinnes : the righteous have trueright 
in them,and good vie of them,and ſound comfort with them; 
but the wickedare vſurpers,and therefore puniſhable for their 
intruſion,and they either halfe ſtarve themſelues through nig. 
ardize, orelſe glut chemſclucs with yolupruonſnefle, or are 
Eled with toilefull croubles,ſorrowes, enuics, feares, and mas 
nifo!d yexations; by all which it appeareth thatthe wealthof 
the godlyisthe peculiar gifture of wiſedome,and yer not ſuch 
as is communicatedto all: for ic will bee burdenous to ſome, 
and dangerous to others, by raifing vp their minds with pride, 
or drawing downe their affe&tions to che world, by meancs 
whereof they ſhould have lefſe communion with Chriſt, or 
articiparion of his heaven|y riches,2nd therefore be will not 
* too heauie load on them that cannot well beace it,nor ſate 
them with over much who arc ſo ſubic to ſurphets, but flin- 
tech and dieteth ther, as parents doe their children, and yet 
they ſhall be ſure to bee prouided for with enough, and freed 
from the perill of want and penurie, 


Verl.17. Her waies are waies of pleaſantneſſe ; and all br 
pathesare peace, 


| fo the premiſes were ſpecified the bleſſings which wiſdom 
bringeth to the ourward man; and in this preſent ſentence 
are added certaine defireable graces which it worketh in the 
inward man, as that it refreſheth the heart with ſweet de- 
lightand ioytulneſſe, eſtabliſheth the conſcience with peact 
and tranquility,which he ſeemeth to mention for prevention 
of the exception that corrupt fleſh and blood is apttotake, 
and the quarrels which it is woot to picke againſt Gods hol 
wiſedome,asthat itispainefull,and requireth more labour anl 
trauell, yea and the obedience toit is lower and bitter, ceny- 
ng vsthe delights thar others have, requiring more firict and 
auſtere behaujour then others vic ; and this is not all, but i 

make! 


Chap.y. " 
with the other;hee bleſſerh the righteous with them, as with 
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takes life ynpeaceable without reft and quietneſſe, byprocu- 
ring many moleſiations and troubles, There isno ſuch matter 
#frcdiouſneſſe,and refileſnes,(aith he) for her wares, viz. the 
Worke and duties which ſhepreſcribeth (ir being aborrowed 
| —— from travellers : for euery good ſeruice well per- 

dis aſtep towards heanen, and a proceeding towards 
endlefſe blifſe and happineſle) are wares of pleaſure, viz, mini- 
fer much ſpirituall ioy, and deleRationto the ſoule of arege- 
netate man, notwith(tanding they bee very diſtaſtfull to cor= 


8 vpon you, and learne of me ; for l am meeke and lowly, and ye 
fol finde refit to your ſoules ; for my yoke is eaſie, and my burther 
figb: : and alſo by Saint /obn,flatly,and ia plaine termes denye 
Ing that his commandementrs are grieuous, And all ber pathes 
@repeace ; all chat Chriſtian converſation which ſhee appoints 

direQs her attendants to walke in,tendeth tothe comfort 
oftheir hearts by the aſſurance of Gods favour and loue to 
them : for their hacere obedience isan infallible teftimony of 
their ſound faith, and that apprehendeth Gods iuftice to be ſa 
tisfied by Chriſt,and fo their finnes to be remitted: and ſo the 
Lord to be reconciled,and (o their fierce and vnquied conſci- 
ence to be pacified, And this is _ tothoſe holy ſay- 
ings of the Apoltle : Being initified 
God threugh onr Lord Jeſus Chrift by hom alſo \ve hae acceſſe 
by faith into this grace wherein we ſkand,and reiozce in the hope of 
theglory of G 


:*\Verl. 18. Shets a tree of life to them that lay hold on her : and 
bappic is enery one that retameth ber, 

_ laſt and largeſt ſpiritvall bleſſing which wiſedome 

OF brings,he hath reſerued to the laſt place, for the knitting 

all,and that is cuerlaſting life, and all the fulnefle of feli- 

ith it; for it is a meanes, inſtrument, and pledge of our 

tution to a beter ſtate then wee loſt in Adams: ay 


Qfte.. E E 


= nature : 2S is auerred by our Saviour, ſaying ; Take my Mar.r.29.3. 
J 


y faith, wee hawe peace with Rom. 5. 1,2; 


oc, Thekhingdome of God is not meate and Rom.ts. 
| mb but righteouſueſſe and peace, and ivy in the holy 
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madelightfome by a ſimilitude of che tree of life planted in 
the middeRt of Paradiſe, which was to our firſt parents a ſacr,, 
ment ofcternall life. She not onely reſtoreth vsto this hapyie 
condition, butalſo conſerueth and keepeth vs inthe ſame; 
appeareth by the promiſe made tothe faithfull, in the Reuelz, 
tion of S2int Jobs, To him that onercommeth 1 will ge tory 
of the tree of life, which i in the middeil of the Paradiſe of Gul, 
Whereas contrariwiſe, «Adam being once oucrcome was ex. 
cluded,and kepr out of Paradiſe, that hee ſhould never after. 
wards taſt of that ſacramentall tree. And asthis divine wiſe 
dome is ſo effeQuall to them that lay hold on her; fo it is 
lefle ſruirfull inthem,ic fruftifieth often, yea continually, and 
ſendeth forth great variety of Chriſtian vertues; and therfor 
it is faid in the Apocalyps, that this tree beareth twelue many 
of fruits, and yeeldeth ber fruit enery moneth, Hereupon he con. 
cludeth that which he firſt expounded, that ſhe doth confer: 
happineſſe,and make men bleſſ-d, but wichall he noterh who 
they bee, and what they doe ; not onely ſuch as heare of her 
ſpeake of her,or looke vpon her,but rake hold of hey : neither( 
-— a that is not enough)but retaive her alſo and hold he 
aſt, 


Verſ. 19, The Lordby wiſedome hath founded the earth, 
wnderitanding he hath ſtabliſhed the heauens, 

Verl. 20, By bu knowledge the depths are broken wp ; andii 
clonas drop downe dew, 


Yr having bin iuſtlypraiſed for her great bout 
tie,and gratious effeRts, is here further commende! 
and duly magnified inreſpe& ofthe moſt excellent, gloriou 
andilluſtrious cauſe of it: for itis that whereof God [chime 
the eternalland ori ginall of all things,is the author,who isd& 
ſcribed by certaine workes, wherein conſpicuouſly hee dov 
exerciſe the ſame; and theſe are in number foure: wherof tw: 
arc concerning the creation, inthe 19,v ; and two concerniny 
the ordering and gouernmenc, jn the 26, v, and according 
thele he would haue all theretito be: confidertd.. 
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{- Touching the firſt, it is ſaid that the Lord by wiſedom foun- 
ded the earth : vader which hee comprehendeth the ſeas allo, 
Which kinde of ſpeech he vſeth,not becauſe hee hath laid any 
thing vnder the earth, as a foundation or ground-worke, 
awhereupon itis ſuffained like other buildings: (for it hangeth 
ypon nothing) but to note the ſure and (table ſanding ofic,as 
ific had a foundation anſwerable to the building. 

-+ Touching the ſecond he faith, by vnderſfanding (and as the 
word Gonifierh) aptly,and trimly frameth,and likewiſe makes 
firme, and ſure, and ſafe from periſhing, and conſtant in the 
courſes, and reuolutions of the ſtarrie moueable ſpheres, ſo 
long as the world endureth,the heawzns, whereby he meaneth 
that that is over vs,the celettiall bodics, motions,and influen- 
ces,and beneath theſe,all che regions of the aire, 

Touching the third, it is ſaid, By bis knowledge the depths 
«re broken wvp,that is,he claue the depths,made the fountaines 
that runne along within the earth, to cleaue aſunder, and to 
Þreake foorth of the bowels of the carth, and to 1unne in the 
channels of the ſame, and the ſame iſſuing out of the entrailes 
of the carth, haue alſo fit currents for their courſes ypon the 
earth : for wee may ſee what meete and conuenient diſcents 
are ordained for them from dalesto valleys, and from valleys 
tovalleys,from well keads they hauc gutters to conuey them 

{mall brookes,and the ſmaller brookes runne in rilles, and 

he rilles paſſe our into greater rivers, and the great riuers haue 

4ready paſlage prepared for them to flow into the Sea; other- 

while ſome places would be turned into bogges or fennes, and 

made ynfruicfull ; others would be drowned vp,and made va- 

babirablc,and few or none would be ſo commodious for men, 
gnd other creatures,as now they are, 

Touching the laſt, hee ſaith, The clowds drop downe dew : 
ety he meaneth raine, and other falling moy(lure of all 
forts, which are vapours aſcending out of the earth, to the 


end chat being diſtilled in the aire, chey might returne againe 
Wirh greater vertue to water the ground, And this is obſer= 
wable for the manner, that it commeth moderatly with drops, 
and not exceſſiuely with treames :if he ſhould openthe win- 
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dowes of heauen,and let it guſh downe, as hee did in Noah; 
time,it wonld drowne vp,and deſtroy all; but erickling down 
in this milde ſort,is comfortable for men, and beaſts, and pro. 
firable for corne, graſſe, herbes, trees, and all kinde of plang 
both for their growth and fruitfulnes, Thus God is magri. 
fied by his workes of creation, conſeruation,and prouidence, 
that each of thoſe is done by his wiſedome, and vnderltan, 
ding,to ſhew his Alſufficiencie in performing his promiſe to 
them that embrace his. wiſedome, 


Verſe 21. My ſonne,let not theſe things depart from thin 
eyes : keepe ſound wiſedome,and diſcretion, 


Ere wee haue an application of the former diſcourſe: for 
out of the ſame hee inferreth an exhortation, or rather 
reneweth that which he had before propounded, and confir- 
meth ic with freſh and fic arguments... The exhortation is de- 
linered firt negatiuely in the manner of a caucar, Let not them, 
either wiſedome it ſelfe, or the reaſons brought to require 
bedicnce to «7 9 ay thine ezes,cither forgotren, or care. 
leſly negle&ed.The himile is'eithertaken from Archers, which 
intentiuely aime at the marke they ſhoore at ; or from Pilots, 
or failers, who with all poſſible diligence labour to retaine 
the fight ofthe Lode-ſtarre to direRtheir courſe accordingly; 
or from wiſe trauellers who moft heedfully marke their way, 
and therefore haue their eyes conſtantly ypon it, left through 
their negligence they ſhould miſſe the ſame, and wander into 
by-paths : or fromthe vſe of philaRteries, and writings of the 
ny pon yy edges of their garments required 
in the Law, that they {ſhould no | 
ears ww 7 t onely weare them, buc with 
Next affirmatiuely &-epe,viz.marke,and remember, ſet thy 
delight | "a praQtiſe : let iudgement, memorie affetion 
and conſcience retaine ſourd wiſedome, not bemene vaine % 
wentions, notthe deuices of mens braines, whichto carnall 
reaſon ſceme glorious and excellent, but that which God 
doth inſpire,and ratific in his owne holy word; this he calleth 
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that which'is true, and ſound,and ſolid matter,as if all other 
things,cſpecially flcſhly policies ſeeme rather to be,then to be 
indecd,and rathcr ſhadowes,then ſubſtances. Diſcretion|The 
word hgnifieth cogitation orthinking,or good aduiſement : 
for that although wiſedome come from God, and bein our 


_ felues,and in our mindes; yet he would have vs vic our minds 


and cogitarions to the attaining of it,and conttant meditation 
after it is actained, 


Verſe 22, Ss ſhall they be life to thy ſoule, and grace to thy 
weeke, 


__ this precept hee addeth diuers great and gracious 
promiſes for lite, honour, and faferic, &c, and therefore 
faith he, So they,the wiſedome & grace of God by this meanes 
entertained, ſh ll be life 19 thy ſole (hall quicken thee in the 
inward man,and ſhall be as the fcedes of cternall life, anima- 
ting thy {oule, as that doth thy body ; which without theſe is 
but a ſpiritual! carcaſe, like to a ſenſcleſſ»,luclefle, & ſpiritlefle 
body. For the flate of none without grace, is better then 
that of the Gentiles, without knowledge, of whom it is ſaid, 
that h ming their vnder/tanding dari ened, they were alienated 
from th: life of God, through the ignorance that was in them,be- 
Elſe of the hardnes of therr heart, And therefore in diuerspla« 
ces we ſhall fnde exhortations to embrace the word of God 
With ſound knowledge of it, vpon this ground : as, Keepe my 


commandements,and line : and my law as the apple of thine eye. Prou.7.2, 


And Iſii.g5.3, Incline your eares tome : heare and your ſoule 
ſhall live, 

«And grace to thy necke | Ornaments of honour, like to 
chaines or iewels wherewith great perſonages are wont to 
decke themſelues, as well to ſer foorth their dignities, as to 
ador: c their perſons : for with both theſe are wiſedoms chil- 
dren graced: they of hic degree,being the ſonnes and daugh- 
ters of God, and more honoured with ſpirituall graces, and 
holy behauiour then any other can poſſibly be with ſiluer and 
gold,or any kind of icwels,though __ lorichand _ 
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that they need not be aſhamed to come into any preſence, e. 
ſpecially of God, they need not be afraid of cotempr, and cif. 
grace,for good men will reverence them,though in the world 
never ſo poore and baſe, and none w:ll deſpiſe them but con. 
remptible perſons, who alſo thereby ſhall ger more ſhame 
themſclues for their folly,and be filled with reproch by Gods 
righteous iudgement, 


Verſe 23. Thon ſhalt walks in the way ſafely, and thy foot 
ſhall not (fumble, 

Verſe 24. When thou lieſt downe thou ſhalt not be afraid.yea, 
thou ſhalt lie downe,and thy ſleepe ſhall be ſweete, 


S life was promiſed as a recompence to godlineſle : and 
X after that honour as an ornament to life : lo here is (afe- 
tie added as an indiuiduall companion of them both, and z 
good man ſhall not faile of abroad, or at home, waking, or 
fleeping,in the day,or in the night : abroad,and iathe day hee 
ſhall be ſo farre from ruine and mortall hurt, as that hee ſhall 
not ſo muchas daſh his foote againſt a ftone : at home, and 
inthe night, he ſhall enioy ſuch freedome from feare, as tha 
hee ſhall not ſo much as breake his ſleepe for it, The (laith 
he) thou ſhalt walke in thy way ſafely,viz.thou ſhalt liue with- 
out perill in thy whole courſe : for as it is true being literally 
taken,thatin his trauels and journeys he ſhall from God and 
his Angels finde proteQion, ſo he ſhall alſo in all other his - 
faires, which according to wiſedome hee ſhall walke in: for 
they are alſo called the waies of men : for ſhe ſheweth vi 
which be ſafe,and which be dangerous, and as well how to 
walke,as where ro walke,procuring alſo Gods direQion, de- 
fence, and bleſſing. eAnd thy foore ſhall not tmmble, viz. n0 
harme ſhall befall thee whileft thou art where thou ſhoulde 
be ad doe that which thou oughteſt: for otherwiſe bodilic 
calamicies may befall the beſt that ſhall faile of theſe, though 
notto his deliruCtion, as the caſe of the good Propher doth 
witneſle, whom God cauſed a lion to kill for breaking hi 
commandcments ; and notithlianding righteous and 1100- 
cent 
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cent men be alſo expoſed to violence,and many ſeeming hurts, 

t all cheir afflitions and ſufferings do rather confirme them 
to ſtand the faſtcr,then turneto be ſtumbling blockes, where. 
by they ſhall fall, z#hen chow left downe, and all the while thou 
keepeſt thy bed, which wiſedome will not permit to bee be 
yond mealure, thow ſhalt not be afraid, thou needeſt not dread 
any perill ; #hen thon lieft d-wne,thy ſleepe ſhall be ſweet, peace- 
blo cvmionchle nddek ghrfull,as dainty food is ro the raſte 
of raan, while thou dependeſt on God; for the heart, that is 
refreſhed in the day withthe feeling of Gods fauour, will re- 
liſh the ſame in the night, and be ſupported with the aſſurance 
of his proretion, Dawidconfirmes this ynto vs by his owne 


| experience : Thou hai? pur more gladneſſe iu my heart then when pry ,q 


their corne and wine encreaſed, I will lay mee downe and ſleepe in 
peace, for thou Lord maketh me dwellin ſafety, And though Pe- 
ter knew nothing bur that he ſhould be both arrajned & con. 
demned to death & iikely enough alſoto be execured on the 
morrow ; yet reſting aſſured that the Lord in goodnes would 
not faile him, he ſlept ſo ſoundly in priſon and irons, vnder the 
cuſtodie of ſo many armed (ouldiers, that the Angell was dri- 
yen toſmite him hard betore he could awake him,ſolittle was 
he troubled at the eminent perill, which all che people, good 
and bad concluded that he livedin, 


Vetſ. 25, Be not afraid of ny ſudden feare, neither of the dee 
ſolation of the wiched when it commeth, 


ow ſafety in the other verſe promiſed, is in this commen- 
ded,and ſhewed to be the more defireable by that ſound 
eonfidence, and comfortable boldneſſe which is adioyned to 
it, being for the certainty and lawfulnefſe of it commanded by 
a precept that containeth in itthe force ofa promiſe, Bee not 

#id,v12,,thou haſt no cauſe to feare, neither ſhalt thou bee 
perplexed with feare : and that hee will as well giue the grace 
of boldlefſe to the godly, as require the exerciſe of it,the Plal- 


milt teſtifieth, ſaying ; He ſhall not be afraid of enill tidemgs ; his Plal ins; 


beart is fixed, he truiteth in the Lord. And as here, ſoin other 
E 4 places 
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laces we find imperative ſpeeches tofland for firme ſpreches; 
as, Truit in the Lord,doe g004,d': ellis the land, and bee fed aſus 
realy, viz, Thou ſhalt dwell in the land, and not faile to bee 
| fed, and haue all ſufficiency minifired to thee, Afﬀance, and 
Fl holy lecurity is ſet forth by the contrary, with the circum. 
-\ ance of tims, 7+ nor 1f7a:d, or thou ſhalt not feare lidden 
feare; the 4e(1/ution of the wicked when it commeth; even then 
when perils ſhal horribly diſmay che wicked, & when plagues, 
and fearefull iudgements ſhall vtterly ſweepe them away, thy 
heart ſhall bee quiet and peaceable, reſting aſſured of Gods 
mercy and goodnefle,and ſhalt be freed from the iudgement 
thatfall on them, or at leaſt be ſafe from the ſting thereof :no 
poylon,ne venome,no hurt ſhall proceed from them; onely( 
much thou ſhalt ſuffer, and bee partaker of, as ſhall make thee 
the better if thou liue, apd haſten thy happineſle if thou de, 
This arplification is o! no {mall importance, but the ſame 
4x whereby other holy writers doe much magnifie the maruci- 
lous mercy of God, and the admirable felicity of his people, 
Tob was animated with it by Elphaz, inthis manner : Fees! 
Tob 5. 19.20.21 deltuer thes in {5x troubles,and m the ſeuenth,there ſhall mwone enil 
come Vito tbee, In famine he ſhall redeeme thee from death and s 
warre from the pywer of the ſword, Thou ſhalt bee hid {rom the 
ſcourze of the tongue ; neuher ſnalt thou bee afraid of deilruiium 
when it commeth, And cliewhere aftcr this fort : When oth 
men arecaſt downe,thou ſhalt ſay,there ts lifting vp, And D 64 
inſiſtecth vpon the point atlarge in one of his Plalmes, when 
Plal.gr. $. E.7, he {faith . T how att nal be afraid for the 1errour by nw hr, nor "nt 
the arrow that flieth by day, nor for the peſtilence that walle!! 
in darken:ſſe,nor far the de{Fruſlion that deitroyeth at noone dan: 
A tho:ifand ral fall at thy ide, and ten thouſand at thy riht 
bard,bat it ſhall not come neere thee, But with thine eyes thow /143 
ſee the reward of th: wicked, 


Job 22.29. 


Verf, 26, For the Lardſballbee for thy confidence, and (14! 
keepe thy foot from taking, 

Hat which he had ſpoken before by way of commance- 

went or promiſe, he now conficmeth and maketh good 
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«I ſtrong and invincible argument; namely,the omnipotent 
efficient,and worker ofthis forticude in the hearts of his peo=- 


| Ple,and the preferver of their ſafety ; The Lord ſhall bee for thy 


eaw/idence, he (hall ſupport and {ultaine thy .hope, he ſhall en- 
courage and eltabliſh thy heart,and al keepe thy foote from t- 
king, becauſe it is an old cuſtome for the wicked ro lay ſnares 
and ſpreadnets for the feet of the godly : and as common a 
thing as for fowlers and hunters to ſet ſnares and traps for 
birds,and beaſts; thereforethe Lord doth gratiouſly deliver 
his from being taken inthe ſame. And when he himlelte doth 
layhis nets and his grins for the vagodly ; he will moft proui- 
denely take order that his owne be not intangled therein, The 
like allegorie is vied by the Prophet for this ſame purpoſe : 


Shrely he ſhall deliner thee from the ſnare of the foxler, and from Plal,91.3. 


the noiſome peftilence., 


© 
<(Verſ. 27. PWubbald n#t the g60d from the owners therf,, when 
ft is in the power of thine band to dae it, 


Oy Salomon preſcribeth thoſe duties which properly 
belong to the ſecond Table of the Law, as the former 

fram the tourth verſe hitherco did to the firlt, 
t. Benificence, that wee bee helpefull ro our 

And herein \ neighbour, 
hee requireth, ps Innocencie, that we neitier thinke nor do 

him hure, 

For our benificence or well doing,he would hane vs toper- 
forme 2s much as wee canin this verſe ; and as ſoone 2s wee 
tan,and is connenicnt,inthe next, He inciteth men hereunto 
by the rule of equutie and juſtice, in that the neglect of itro 
them to whom it ſhould bee ſhewed, is a detaining of a due 
from them to whom by right it belongeth. 1/:h9/4 nor good, 
but readily miniſter it, whether it be defence, reliete, counſel), 
comfort,cr whatloeuer elic is expedient and neceſlaric, from 
the o:1ners thereof, which have deferued it, to whom ic bath 
been promiſed, which and in need of it,or (o whom avy way 
itbclongech,though not by a ciuill uatereRt, yer by a (Roos 

right, 


WA. 


9 I ny 


5$ Provaenss. 
right, thoughthey cannot exaQir, yet if God have allorte; 
itto them, and call ypon thee to offerit, and out of mercy ant 
kindneſſe freely to beſtow it, /f polver be in thy hand to doe nj 
it ſtand with thy ability and calling, provided alſo that thouſe 
giue ynto one,thatthou bee not of neceſſiry compelled to de. 
fraud others whichare neere to thee, to whom thou art mor: 
bound.That liberality and well doing is a duty,that our poor: 
diſtreſſed brethrE haue aright in ir,that the not exerciſing ofit 
is an vniuſt detention ofa due from them to whom it is owing, 
our Saviour Chriſt himſelfe hath already witneſſed, Mar, 2;, 
and will further make good,as all eares ſhall heare,and al eye 
ſhall ſee, by his laſt ſentence, and execution of the ſame at hi 
glorious appearance. And ifir be a fin notto relieue them tha 
be in want, much more then violently, or fraudulently toake 
or keepe ought from the right owners, though men have ne. 
uer ſo much powegin their hands to beare them out in it ; and 
therefore fob durſt not lift vp his hand againſt the fatherleſl 
though he ſaw his helpe in the gate, vsz. though the beach, 
and the Iudge, and the Magiſtrates would haue backed, and 
maintained him in his iniuſtice, 


Verſ, 28, Say not to thy neighbour, Goe, andcome againe t 
morrow, / wifi gue it thee, when thow hafl it by thee. 


| | he proued benificence tobe a neceſſary duty when 
vurneighbous need requireth helpe,an-\1 our ability ſufh- 
ceth toyeeldit, becauſe in this cale God. hath made ys tt- 
wards,and put into our hands ſome part of the portion whict 
he hath appointed to others, and therefore in conſcience wel 
are to repute them the owners of it,and our ſelues the dc brors 
till we haue made payment thereof; and then he direteth the 
manner of it,thatit be ſeaſonable and timely, and contequent: 
ly that it be done willingly,and with cheretulneſſe, And hi 
hee intimateth by prohibiting delaies vnto thole tharareit 
preſent want, and come in hope to ſue for ſpeedy ſuccou, 
whom pitilefſe men are wontto turne away with che wort'- 
lefle almes of yaine breath, and guileſull promiſes, ſaying & 
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fanh. And it much comforted [eb in his heavie afflition,rhat 


Provanes. 59 


me now, and come araine another time,ond t9 morrow, here 
after / will gene it thee, Where in the firlt branch, they include 
their neighbour with an vncomfortable repulſe : in the le 
cond,they require of him a double labour: in the third, they 
ſhake him off, and illude him with a frivolous promiſe : for 
ſuch miſers doe ſeldome minde a morrow,or any day enſuing, 
wherein they propoſe ſeriouſly tro ſhewany mercy, but onely 
make theſe ſemblancesand ſhewes,thatthey might not ſceme | 
profeſſedly to be churliſh Nabals. But ſay that their intent is Is 1 
according totheir ſpeeches, yet what know they whether they \'# 
ſhall live cill che morrow,or thenthey haue ought to beſtow, 

or their brethren may euer returne to receiue it, or whether 

through want of preſent reliefe,hislife,health,or ſtate miſcar- 

rienot? And therefore ſaith Saint Pant, Whileſt wee bane op- G1 6 16, 
portwnity let vs doe good to all, ſpecially ro them of the houſhold of 


he had not /»ffered the eyes of the widower to faile, And this is Iob.31.26, 
the praiſe of Gods bountifull goodnefle to his people, and 

creatures, that he gineth them all therr meate in due ſeaſon, Bur Pal.145.15, 
withall the Wiſeman doth explicate his owne meaning, and | 
ſheweth in what caſe he doth forbid this manner of dimifſion f 
with procraſtination : hen thow ha#t it by thee, if thou be able 
to fatishe him,in granting his requeſt, otherwiſe not : For ma- 
ny may doe that to morrow,which they cannot to day, and 
want meanesto performe that now, which intime to come 
they may well accompliſh : and for ſuchit is not vnlawfull to { 
reſerve themſelves for a fitter ſeaſon ; neither will it be amiſſe 
forchemto makea faithſull promiſe of their future benignity, | 
both corefreſh the heart of their affli&ed brother with the te- } 
ſtimonie of cheir loue, and co binde chemfclues to the more | 
certaine performance of it. 


Verſ.29. * Dewife not.ewill againſt thy neighbour that dwelleth * Tacharath, 
ſecurely with thee, 


Ps proued it to be needfull that we doe all good of- 
hices ſeaſonably to our ne1ghbours, hee dehorteth on the 
contrary 


wi © 
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contrary fide from doing any iniurie to them,Which in it ſelf 
is vniuſt and fintull,and yet is made the more grieuous by cir. 
cumſtances. As ficſt, in reſpet ofthe manner thereof, if it bee 
purpoſely,and perpenſedly praRtiſed againft them : for ſundry 
vices doe conſpire together in that worke, as malice, cratt,vo. 
luntarie iniquitie,and wiltull contempt of Gods Commantl. 
ments :and herein the principall faculties ofthe {oule ateeui. 
ly occupied : as afteQtions,wit,and mind, with the abuſe of the 
tongue, and corporall members alſo : for the word ſignifieth 
ſuch induftrie and paines taking, fuch art and trovel, as is wont 
robe vied in therilling ofthe land, & plowing of the ground, 
Againſt the hainouſneſſe of this offence, Micah denounceth 
A tucgement,: aying, Woe be to them that mage miſchiefe, art 
worke wickedneſſe on their beds : when the morning is lizhr thy 
prattiſett becauſe power is in therr hand, And Elphaz, obſerved 
it to haue been the bane and vndoing of mary whom he char- 
geth tobe agents of, and acceffarie ro their owne dettruction 
in this manner: / bane ſeene,they that 3 low iriquity and ſow wits 
hedneſſe.yeape the ſame. Secondly, itis aggravated by the ſub. 
ies, the perſons wronged, againſt whom this miſc hicfe 13 
plotted, thy neighbour that dWvellerh with thee, if they becout 
friends that depend on our loue,and reftin an opinion of out 
faithfulnefſe cowards them, or at !ea(t are wichout feare thi 
any vnfaithfulneſſe, trecherie, or perfidious defignes 1:0v1d 
proceed from vs, /udaſſe:are to be reckoned among the wer! 
fort of people, which will both kifſe a man, and betray hin 
at one time, withthe ſame mouth, Nothing troubled avi 
moreinthe extremitie of all his troubles, then the indigne de- 


14 Verſe 
dowe thee 


hauiour of Achitophel, a diflembling, fained, and counterfeite 1nnocen 
companion; and therefore l:tcing paſſe the open violenceand faukie ct 
malice of his profeſſed foes, heeraketh moftro heart, and mot — doth for 
bitterly complaineth of the moft horrible falſhood of tha he Mag 
moſt faithlefle hypocrite, Surely (faith he) mine exemie did ni vince hi 
defame me, for | could hane borne it : neither did mine enemy tt moderat 
alt himſelfe apainit me : But it was than O many nide,and 1m) foumed, 
familiar, which delighted m conſulting together,and went into: . ante... 
bouſe of God 4s companions, 
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14 Verſe 30. Strive not with a man without a canſe,if hee have 
dowe thee no harme, 


1Kbe auoided, according as the word ew;// indefinitly for- 
idden,doth implic;ſo we haue a more perticular admonition 
totake heede of contentions, ſpecially when we be not com- 
pelled by iniuries offered, to maintaine our owne righteous 
cauſes, or to puniſh, or repreſſe finne in others, but ſhall con- 
traty to lou, peace, neighbourhood, and equitie moleſt and 
diſquier harmeleſle and innocent perſons. Hereby doth Eſay 
.exaggerate the tyrannie, and due puniſhment of thoſe which 
_— the Church, and Gods righteous ſeruants : #oe to 
t 


A S the praQtiſe and attempt of all hurt againſt others is eo 


bat ſpeileſt, and thonwaſ? not ſpoiled : and dealeſt treache- 1gj11 x, 


renſly, and they dealt not treacherouſly with thee : when thou 
ſhalt ceaſe to ſpoile, thou ſhalt be ſpoiled; and when thou ſhalt 
amake an end todeale treacheronfly,they ſhall deate treacheronſly 
with thee, we 
And this inhumanitie is yet more inhumane, if they be ac- 
:cuſed, and molefied, that deſerue well at ones hand, and haue 
their loue and kindnes requited with indignitie,and aboue al, 
ifthey bee purſaed and oppreſſed for their graces, for their 
- pn for their ſcruices to God, and well doirg, Now 
e words containg, no warrant for, priuate reuenge , or 
wwreaking our anger on cuery one who giveth vs juſt occafion 
of offence: for the aggrauation ofa greater ſinne,isnotan a 
probation ofa leſſe: ic is an intollerable crueltie tovexe & 
innocent, and it is a (infull part alſo to bee reuenged on our 
faultie ehemies, In the meane while no law of God nor man 
dothforbid to expoſiulate cither publikly orpriuacely before 


the Magilttare, with him that hath wronged vs, yea to con- 


vince him of iniurie(if we bee able) prouided that it bee done 
moderatly,mildly,with hatred of finne,and that ic may be re- 
foamed, and in mercic to the fianer that hee may bee reclai- 
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Verſe 31, Enxie not the oppreſſor , and chuſe none of li 


wates. 


| | war the premiſed precepts and promiſes are the [ef 
regarded, by meanes of the hie proſperity of impiouspe; 
ſons that contemnethem,and of the deepe aduerfi.ie of gol! 
men which obſerue them, hee therefore in the non 
this Chapter deſcribeth the contrary eſtates and condition 
of them both, not as they ſeeme vnto ſenſe, but as they no 
are,and intime ſhall appeare more plainly to beintruth, An 
hereunto he maketh a way by difſwading good men from, 
ſtemper,diſcouragements, and diſorder at the hight of wick 
and cruell mens fortunate ſucceſſes, Enuie not the oppreſy 
viz. Let not theabundance,or promotion of them that areg} 
uen to violence,inſolencie,or impietie, grieuc,or diſquiet i 
hart,though it be no eafie matter for good men to bcholdth 
ſame without vexation : and chuſe none of his waies be not v 
lured by his example (how well ſocuer he ſucccedeth)tofc, 
low him in the ſame' fteps. 

Although the ſecond clauſe be annexed tothe former, s; 
ſecond exhortation, yer it carrieth the force of an argume: 
fromthe effeRs: becauſe this kind of emulation,if it procet 
without controlement, is wont to worke much paſſion att 
firlt,andro draw men to imitation atthelaſt, Whereſore Ds 
nid gining the ſame caucar, doth ſecke in like manner topr: 
uent the ſame miſchiefe, Frer not thy ſelfe for the wicked » 
ther be enxious for the enilldoers. Fret net thy ſelfe, becan(' 
the man that proſpereth in his way, becauſe of the man 16 
brings wiched denices to paſſe. Ceaſe from anger,forſake wra 
Fret not thy ſelfe in any wiſe to dee ewiil, And whether it bt 
David, or eAſaph that wrote the ſeucntie third Pſalme, tt: 
Propher (whoſocuer he was)reltifierh b y his ownexperienc: 
what force there is in bad mens proſperitie to trouble goo. 


- mens mindes,and how perilous this trouble is to peruert tit 


waies. My feete (ſaith he) were aimoſt gone: For | was cnn 
Ar the fooliſh,when 1 ſaw the profperitie of the wicked, 
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? 
PLACES 


.aVerſe 32. For the fromard is an abomination to the Lord: 
and his ſecret 15 with the righteous. 


| H: maketh it to appeare yore reaſon that there is no 


| cauſe why.wicked men- ſhould be'enuied, nor faferie in 
conforming our ſelucs to their example, foralmuch as fro- 
ward perſons, and ſuch as peruerſely goe on in their crueltie, 
andother wicked courſes,reieing al admouition to the con- 
traric,arc at abomination to the Lord,abhorred extremely, and 
-—F hated of him, For he (ers it downe in the abſtract ro 
clare that hee hath rhemn in full deteſtation, Ic isnor ſaid, 
they are abominable, but abomination it ſcife, as odious as 
may bc,and ſuch as are loathſome to lookevpon, Moſes his 
ſpeech to Pharach doth declare what affeRions, and effeRs 
erifice the abomination of the Egyptians before them, and they 
wot fone vs? Now who feeth not the moſt lamentable caſe, 
id deſperate miſery of thoſe with whom the Lords ſo high- 

ly offended, be their externall wealth and aduancement never 
% great? A Kings implacable anger bringeth downe the 
teſt ſubieRs, as wretched Haman felt; and who then 
would admire him that liueth, and is like to dye in the moſt 
grieuous 774 (pw and indignation of the haing God ? A- 
inſt theſe he ſerrerh the tate of che godly;thar ke bath them 
1g eſtimation,and is much delighted with chem, as the «ffe&s 
of his fauour doc ſhew. His ſecret is with the righteons, His 
bidden counſcls,eſpecially touching their owne Rtenghe 
hidden and myſiicall kaowledge of his will (which an natu- 
rall man cannoc attaine ynto, as S. Pas! witneſlerh) is by his 
word and ſpiritreueiled ynto them,and f itis notto his ene- 
Wegor to any whom he hath nor choten for friends, accor- 


no more ſeruants, for the ſeruant knoweth not what his ma« 
doth hut T call you friends. For all things which | haxe heard 
fatber, i make knowne to you, And the fame doth Danid 


Myancnd 45. a Honourable prerogatiue; wherewith God 
26 vieth 


fight of any abomination is apt to worke : Loe, ſhalwe ſa- Exoq.s, 


1,Cor.2, 


ling to our Sauiour his owne reftimonie : Heneeforth [call 1ch, 1g rs, 


bo 


_— — — 
— —— 
= 
- 


1} 
"1 

. 
$4 
” 


64 


+ PRoven3s. 
yſcth to grace his faithſull ſeruants, how meane 

| © 
tible ſocuer they ſeeme tobein the world, The p Ro 


Lord is with them that 1”. ; 
aw” "par m that feare him:and bis conenant to ge then 


; 1 Verſe 33. The curſ# of the Lordis on the houſe | 
tut his bleſſing on the habitation of the jar 15a the wirkel 


E confirmeth the former poſition by the effects of hi 
Hua and love on both fides :The carſ of ts [ _ . 
plagues and judgements are threatned, iand prepared an 


3n time ſhall bee executed vp# the honſe of the wicket, 


though it beneuer ſo ſtately apalace,bw#bjs; | 
ought palace,bw#h;s bleſſing, hi 
—_— grace, and ory prouidence is 4/07 7015. amlay 
the rigkteous,though it be neuer ſo baſea cottage : where by 
houſe and habitation , hee vnderſiandeth the dwellin p 
fare,the waies,and perſons belonging to them. mY 


Verſe 24. | 
_- 9k Surely he ſcorneth the ſcorners : but gineth grac: 


"He former ſentences declared the ſeyeri 

. euerity of G al 
_ all _ of ſinfull men ; bur inthis is rad _—_— ” » 
his 5 pearFnevn _ _ ſcoffers, and iter 2 

<4 404 24" tions, thoſe helliſh Atheiſts which 
ridehis ofdinances, and ſerueth them i - a #7 9eR 
, em in their kind 
_ wa - others they are moft enodganezand > nao 
for oo th = wuch vilifie and deſpite him,as the bo and 
they bee peſtilent and plaguie perſons, coniag othen 


... lſoto thioke baſely of Gods mott glorious and ſacred Orn- 


os cater mer hee ſcorneth them, requiteth them thcit 
> as ry 9 returneth that ypon themſelves, which 
his name mo DE = him:chey would ha 
ace makes the i 
abhorred, they deſire to bring his worſhip py bn 


doth fill their faces full of ſhame: hee laugheth at their ruine 


aud deftrution which is comaung ypon them; he laughcth 
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&their terrours, criesand rorings whenthey are intheir tor. 
meats ; when they would ſeeke him, hee turneth bis face from 
them; when they Randin need of faith and repentance, hee 
keepeth it away,and withftands them. And to theſe are op- 
poſed humble men,wl.ich demeane themſelues in a contrary 
manner : for they {coffe nor atthe words of God,as theſe ſcor- 
nersdoe intheir pride, but with feare and reuerence, hearken 
toit,feare and obey it,wherefore alſo they finde contrary ſuc- 
cefſe, God reftifying his loue vnto them, and efpeciall regard 
of them, by working grace in their hearts, with his holy ſpirit, 
Which hath cuer been an infallible pledge of his fauour. Saint 
Tawes declareth the meanes whereby men become ſcorners, 
and thatis,by being proud ; and likewiſe teacheth after whac 
ſortthe Lord doth (corne them,namely, by detaining of grace 
from them,which doth argue his hatred and diſpleaſure, and 


therefore ſo frameth he the oppoſition : God re/iſterh the prod lam. 4.6, 


and gives grace tothe humble, 


Verſ.z 5, Thewiſe ſhall inherit glory but fooles dee beare away Nferim, 


Ecauſe humble men are accounted fimple, and proud men 

wiſe ; and finne bringeth many to preterment, and grace 
occaſioneth diuers to be deſpiſed inthe world; hee therefore 
toraiſe vp the diſcouraged hearts on the one fide, and to take 
downe the inſolent mindes of the other, doth pronounce the 
lowly and godly to be wiſe,and the proud,ſcornefull,and wice- 
kedto be fooles : and that theſe wile ſhall haue an anſwerable 
honour,as thoſe that be rifing and in way to promotion, and 
ſuch fooles ſhall haue a proportionable contempr,as ſuch as be 
falling,and inthe ate of ignominie, The wiſe ſpall inberit glo- 
£3,viz,cnioy praiſe, and eſtimation in due ſeaſon, when they 
come totheir yeeres, though for a while, during the time of 
their nonage they live obſcurely, and ſuſtaine many repro» 
ehes,and when they haue it, they ſhall keepe it, and yſeit as 
Wcir owne,as free-holders their inheritances which are law- 
Fully deſcended to them, whereas _ applauſe and promotions 
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of the wicked are but borrowed, or ſtollen, and therefore of 
no continuance with them, The poſſc{ſhon of this glory is of 
manytaken in theearth, the hearts and tongues of men ho. 
noutring them in this life, bur the full ſruirion thereof ſhall beg 
jn heaven,and that perfc&ly.and perpetually, with the fulncſſe 
of all other feliciry, Contrariwile, fooles doe beare aw iy ſhame; 
wicked ſinners play the fooles egregroully, taking vp fot their 
pertion, (a5 the word doth well hgmfic) and voluntarily chu. 
fig Dame, thoſe things which will bring them to ſhame and 
reproch : as their pr &e,their pompe, their carnall excellency 
will or either amongſt men in earth, or before the iudgement 
ſeate of Chiift in the day ofthe Lord, This exaltation of the 
godly, wich other ſundry bl: fſings, and the confuhion of the 
wicked, withmany forts of calamities the Propher //aiab doth 
confirm” : Behold,my ſernan ſhrill eate, and ye ſhall be hungry; 
behnl4,my ſernants ſhalldrinke but ye all be thirſty ? behold, ny 
ſernants ſhall reioyce,and ye ſhall be aſhamed : beho{d, my ſeruant 
ſell frng for joy of heart, but ye ſhallcry for ſorrow of heart, and 
howle for vexation of ſpirit : and ye ſhail leatte your name fors 
curſe to my choſen : for the Lord ſhall ſlay thee, and call hu ſer. 


WAnis by 4 new name. 


CHAPTER. IL. 56 


_— 


Verſ. 1. Heare O ye children, the inftruftion of a father, and 
Line eare 10 vnderſtanding, 


2659227;2N this Chapter Salam confirmeth the ſame 
CH &) which he ad handled in the former Chapters, 
mE And herein he « xhorteth his readers to hearken 

to his Icfſons, and caretully ger, keep, and make 

much ofthe heavenly wiſedome of God,totht 


C 


fourteenth verſe, Secondly, he dehorterh from > 
the ſociety and practiſe of wicked m:n,to the twentieth verſe, fy 
Thirdly,he giuethan admonition,nor onely toimbrace hisit | * 
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ZAruRions, but alſo tovſzthem to the government of their 
hearts, ſpeeches,arid all manner of behaviour,to the end of the 
" = Chapter.” And ia all theſe hee deliuereth Ji:tleor nothing by 

© precept, which he doth nor alſo approve to them by reaſon. 

To the end thathee might the better win the affeRions of 

© his ſcholers, and challenge not onely attention to heare him, 
which hee expreſly requireth, but ebedience to his words, 
which by conſequence is interred, hee beginnech his ſpeech 
with a preface,and therein menrion*th the relation that is be- 
eweene him and his ſcholers,how they comming co learne are 
become his children, and hee appointed by God toreach ſu- 
Raine the perſon of aſather, and zccording!y giucth father- 
ly inſtructions proceeding from louc, and delivered with au- 


thority, 


Vetſ,2, For 1 doe gint geod defirine,therefore for ſake not my 
ſaw, 


Lthough thoſe perſonal refpeRts might be of good force 
to moue them, yer he thinketh it not enough to vrge his 
; owne iuciſdiction,or their duty for loyalty, but produceth 0+ 
ther argumentsto ſhew the equity of his demand :as one is 
the excellency of the matter, which hee doth propole vnto 
them : / d2e gre you a gooddottrine, that which is wholeſome, 
pleaſant.and proficable to an vpright heart : it is not heretical, 
erronious, ſeditious, wanton, or any infectious or dangerous 
diſcourſe: it is no common, triuiall, or worthlefſſe pamphlet : 
it is no fancie of mans braine, or ſuperſtitious tradition of fleſh 
and blood, but that which is ſound and ſruitfull,for mind, hart, 
manners,ltate and gouernment : 1 vtter noble and divine ſen- 
tences, which bring preſent conſolation, and inuefterh men 
© With eternall felicity. Hereupon he forbiddeth vs to forſaks his 
+ &av,inminde,in profefſion,or in praiſe, For who that is well 
3 in his wits will rcieR or negleR a thing ſo good, ſo delight. 
6 lo proficable, ſo comfortable, and the ſame (o freely of= 
cred, 


F 2 Verl.3, 


1.Chron.3.5, 
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Vetſ. 3. For Iwas the ſonne of my father, tender and an IWF. be of th 


loned in the ſight of my mother, 
_—_ example and teſtimony of Nanrd is brought az, 


cond reaſon for the warrant of his teaching, & the goo{. 
neſſe of his dotrine for he dealeth with them no otheryi! 
then his owne father dealt with him;and looke what dots 
himſelfe had recciued of fo kinde an inftruqter, the ſame i 
he faithfully deliuercd for their inftru&ion, In this verſehex, 
knowledgeth his parents loving affeCtion : Inthe next heer, 
lateth his fathers wholeſome precepts. Fer { was the ſonne o'n 
father,wvhom he moſt dearely and entirely aftected abouet! 
reſt ofhis children,O»ly beloned in the ſizht of my mother xo) 
heart was ſo much knit ynto mee, as if ſhee had had nootl; 
ſ{onne,and therefore could (eldome endure me to be out of 
preſence,although ſhe had borne other ſonnes allo, as apps 
reth, 1, Chron. 3.5. But what meaneth Salomon by this? v;r 
doth hee publiſh co the world how dearely his parents: 
ted him? Becauſe he would haue it knowne that their gre: 
loue was a principalicauſe of his good education ; and tz 
therfore he was well taught, becauſe he was much ſet by, At; 
bearing the ſame good willto his ſpirituall children,as his % 


ther did to him, hee would imitate his father by teſtifying}. 
loue in giuing good coun(cll, 


Verſ.4., He taught me alſo,and ſaid unto me : Let thine ht 
retaine my woras ; heepe my commandements and line, 


His alleaged the motiues of Danids documents 
inſtructions, the ſingular Iouc he bare vnto him ; he no# 
beginneth torecite the matter therof, which conſiſteth of 
hortations, dehortations, and promiſes promiſcuouſ]y intes 
mingled ;zandin all theſe he recommendeth ynto him, andit- 
ctteth him ynto the intentiue regard of ſound & ſauing knos- 
ledge: and firſt, he prepareth him to a ſerious obſervation 


kiscounſell in this verle, and afterwards deliuereth the pert 
culars of his 


mig! 


aduice in thoſe that follow, That his ſaying 
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x x light be of the greater force,and dwell the longer with him, 


exequireth that they may haue a Jue mavner of acceptance, 
Þ . X . 
katche care be not onely imployed in receming of them, but 
behecart and mind alſo: neither doth ir luffice that they bee 
once apprehended, bur conſtantly held taft (as the word fig- 
nifleth) and cherfore addeth alſo another claule h-epe mv Come 
wandements, keepethem in memory,keepe them in afte ion, 
themin practiſe, Hee maketh a prott-r of large extent, 
nd offereth a gift moſt defireable ; namely, /:/e, both tempo= 
rall;and etcrnall,with ail happinetle belonging to them both x 
buemoſt emphatically tet downe in the 1mparatiue moode, 
and [ine ; wherein he both preſcribeth a duty, and therein gi- 
veth direion,and maketh a large promiſe ; as if hee ſhould 
have ſaid ; Be prouident in yeclding obedience to my com- 
ſmandcments that thou matelt live, aud afſuredly thou ſhalt 
hue;and that molt blefſc dly, 


Ver. 5. Ger Wrſedonpe,get underſtanding : forget not neither 
dechne fromthe words of my month, 


Ht: he layeth downe the propoſition. and maine point of 
i his whole oration, Ger wiſedome (1a1th he) gec vader [tans 
die, 2:4. call, crie, digge, ſearch, and vic al! good meanes for 
anexquiſite and letled knowledge, witn the taculty of concei= 
ving,and diſcerning, whereby thou maiclt bee kept trom er= 
pours: forget not, let no good inſtructions regarel: (ly fhp out 
ofthy memorie: Declmme not from the words of my month breake 
nat through contempt or negligence thoſe precepts and rules 
wherewich Iinforme thee, for the attainement and viage of 
"4 heaucnly knowledge, 


beVerſ. 6. Forſ.h+ her not, and ſhe ſhall preſerne thee, loue ber, 
” ſhe (hall keepe rhee. 
, £ 


Ecauſe as much miſchiefe commeth by caſting off that 
vhich is good,as by meere refutall of it, hee prefleth rne 


bunt of perſcucrance, warning his fonue that he fhould by v0 
F 3 [14CAiics 
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meanes giue ouer his good beginnings : hee would not have 
him for/ake wiſedome, either ceaſing to learneit, or defiſtin 
from the exerciſe of it; and allureth himrto this good perf. 
Rance by the benefit of conſtancy, ſhe ſhallpreſerxe thee,(ſaith 
he) (hee ſhall preſerue thy heart and mind from finfull luſts, 
and other corruptions : ſhe ſhall keepethee from the praiſe 
of euill bc hauiour : ſhe ſhall defend or from ſhame and re. 
_ : (he ſhall _ thee from plagues and puniſhments, 
ow heteacheth him nor onely why he ſhould retaine wi. 
dome,but how he may bee able to doe it, apd fo receiue pre. 
ſeruartion from her; and that is, by ſetting his delight ypon 
her,/oxe her,and then ſhe ſhall :eepe thee, for no man doth eah. 
ly depart from thething which he loueth, but charily layeth 
vP that which his heart is ſer epon,and keepeth it ſafe with al 
heedfulnefſe, Why doth God eternally preſerue kis people? 
becauſe he loueth them. And why do they perpetually cleave 
vnto him? becauſe they loue him, x1 ho (faith Saint Pas/ )bal 
Separate vs from the loue of Chriſt ? Shall tribulation, or an- 
£uiſh, ec, That in the Canticles is not impertinent to this 
purpoſe: Ser me as a ſealeon thy heart; for lone u ſtrong u 
death ; ielouſie 1s crmell as the grane,the coales thereof are herit 
coales; many waters cannot quench loue, if a man would gine 


all the ſubſtance of his houſe to buy lone, hee would viterly de« 
ſpiſe it, 


Verſ.7. Wiſedome is the chiefe thing therefore get wiſdome, 
and with all thy getting get un handing. 


TD he may the ſtronglier confirme his admonitions go- 
ing laſt before, and the more direRly inferre this exhor- 
tation enſuing, he extolleth wiſedome with due and deſerued 
praiſe,aſcribing to it the principall place of excellency, and 
preferring it before all things in the world, as Salomon pro- 
ued by compariſon in the former chapter; and then it fol- 
loweth that it muſt needs be worth etting, worth keeping, 
worth loving, &c. and therefore hee had good reaſon alſoro 
perſwade him with all his poſſeſſions to compaſie it, that het 

ſhould 
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ſhould vſe all opportunities, and commodities, and whatſoc- 
uer he emoyed,as a meanesto further him in knowledge,and 
to haue nothing in ſuch eſtimation, though ir bee neuer {o 
- deere vnto him, as not to depart with it for the encreaſe of 
grace,and exerciſe of goodnefe, if otherwiſe hee cannot ob- 
taine the one,or performe the other, For hee cannot haue a 
hard match that makes a purchaſe of vertue, how great ſoe- 
uerthe price be that he payethfor it, becauſe cuery parcell of 
it oucrualueth all the moſt deleQable things of the world : it 
is that treaſure which he that found, is comended by our $a- 
uiour for ſelling all that he hath topurchaſe the field wherein 


it was hidden: and itis that rich pear/e, which the wiſe Mer- pli.c$,44. 45. 


chant did well to buy with the ſale of all that he had, 


Verſ. 8. Exalt her,and ſhe ſhallpromote thee : ſhe ſhall bring 
thee to honowr,when thou doeſt imbrace her. 

Verſ.9. She ſhall gine to thine head an ornament of grave, 
4 crowne of glory ſhall ſhe deliner thee, 


His gotten her,though it coſt him deere, he requiretk 
that he vſe her well, by making much of her,and extol- 
ling her, which is done by a reuerent and honourable enter- 
tainment of her : for ſo hee explicaterh himſelfe, in conditio- 
ning that ſhee bee imbraced, which is done when the word is 


receiued,as the word of God; when the Miniſters are reſpeed, t.Thel- 2.13. 


asthe meſſengers of God : when obedience is yeelded as to 
the yoice of God: when ſheis magnified with a wholeſome 
—_—_— glorified with a godly life. And to him that ſhall 
= orme this duty, he ſhewerth how ſhee will requite it with 

er fauours,ſaying ; ſhe ſhall promore thee, either to a earthly 
dignity,or to a heauenly,.( Forthat which God faith, Godin 


Gal.4.14. 


wiſedomc ſaith, Them that honour me,I honour.) And Salomon 1,Sam.3.3%, 


found it verifiedin both, and that in ample and large mea- 
ſure, /hee ſhall give tothine bead an ornament of grace, and (ct 
vpon thine head a bleſſed crowne, as Chap. 1.9. 


F 4 Verl.16, 
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Ver{.10. Heare O my ſonne and receine my words, and the © 
yeeres of thy life ſhal be many. 


2Tim.3.15.16, 


Chid.4, 


Verl. 11. 1 doe teach thee in the way of wiſedome, and leate 


thee in the right pathes, 

Itherto (as it ſcemeth) Sa/omon hath related the word; 
E of his father Daxid,produced by way of teſtimonie, both 
to ct .bl.ſhthe hearts of his auditors, or readers, and to 111-1. 
fie his owne doCtiine,v hich ec had, and doth commu i:ate 
yrto them, for that Danrd, ſo worthy a perſon, did out of hg 
affection ſo counſell him, as hee aduiſed them, and now pro. 
cecieth in his owne words, or rather in the words of God, 
ſuggeſted ynto him, and written by him, tor the vie of his 
children, to w hom hee ſpeaketh in the fir{t verſe of this chap. 
ter, having begun his ſpeech in the plurall numver,as ſpeaking 
to all,in this and thoſe following, he continuethinthe (ingu. 
lar,as if hee would direct his ſpeech to euery perticular, The 
matter which hee handleth is notnew, bur a renuirg of that 
which he has formerly deliucred, which he doth,to aucrre the 
ſounduefſe,the viility,and the neceffity of it : the preceptfor 
hearing was deliuered chapter the f1tt, verſe the eighth : the 
duty of recejuing inſtruction was required chapter 2, verl, 1, 
the promiſe of long lite hath been made, chapter 2, verſe2, 
and 16. the teſtimony alſo of his inftruchon was giuen inthe 
ſecond verſe of th's chapter, ſauiigthat there hee yrreredit 
more generally,and here he doth it more ſpecially ; there ſims 
ply, and here tropicaliy, ard in a briefe allegorie, comparirg 
his reader to atrauelle:, himſelfe to a guide, and Gods word 
tothe way : there he faith, /grze you a g00d doFfrine, and here, 
I doe teach thre in the way of wiledome. and leade thee m the 
r:ght pathes, My ſayings, with ther ft ot the Sc iprure's duly 
obſerted,areableto makethee wiſe to faluation, herr g proji- 
table for dottrive, for repro fe, for Correttion, for in'irwcin n 
rightconſreſſe that hou mazeſt be per felt, and ihroughly furns 
ſredioall good Worker, | | 
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©* Verſe 12. When thou goeſt,thy ſteps ſhall not be firaitned,and 


- . 


| ; thou runneſ/t,thou ſhalt not /tumble, 


ID Efore he commended his doctrine for the wholeſomnes, 
equitie, and goodnefle of it, and now tor the fruite and 
happic ſucceſſe which it cauſeth, it make our courle of life 
comfortable, and free from perill,cuen then whetr-wee ſceme 
to bc in molt hazzard; which argument hath bcen.erſt pro'\« 
duced,and js now repeated :bur with ſome addition,and fur- 
ther amplification,then was before inthe third chap;verſ. 22, 
it was (aid, Thom ſhalt walke by the way ſafely,and thy foote ſhall 
wet //rmble, And now that tafetie with cafnefle adivyned to 1t 
tsargued, and illuſtrated clegantly by an allegory when thou 
goa thy /teps ſhall not be [fraitned but thy pat'r ſhall be broad 
enough wichout (training of thy toote, or ſlipping belide ; 
which miſchiefe betalleth thoſe which goe ouer bridges, or 
ypon fteepes,or in ſuch like paſſages and places which are too 
narrow, And this he doth yet further enlarge by way of gra- 
dation,ſaying, When thou runxe'!, thou ſhalt not ſtumble >To 
gae ſurely without danger of ftumbling, though bur a ſoft 
1-48 a good thing; but torunne ſwiftly without harme is a 
aaeder and happier matrer,ſecing that hee that makeih much 
haſte ſeeth not the peril! that is betore him : and yer this is the 
bleſſed condition of all thoſe that walke in the way of wiſe- 
dome, partly becauſe they haue the Lord himfelfe to be their 
guide and keeper, and partly becauſe hee hath gen bis An- 
is charge oner them,toheepe them: in all therr wares : and they 


beare them wp im their hands, leſt they diſh therr feete a= Plal.g1.12, 


Fain” a lone. Bit our Sauiours ſaying in the Goſpeil may 
een.e co contradict this Scripture, as contrary vnto it : for hee 
affirmeth that 1he way that leadeth ro life it [raite,and the gate 
werrow,&c, For ahſwere ynto which obieQion, obſerue that 
xo ipeaketh there, of the. cxerciſe of godlineſle and reli- 
pap, which 1s tridt and not ſo broad as fleſhly mens lufts and 
appetites do defire ; and therefore they that will paſſe through 


Khefane ynto heauen,mult retiraine themiclues from the ex- 


516! cefliue 


74 ProvBeREs. Che)., 
ceſſive libertie of fine by mortification, and containe thei 
affe ions and behauiour within the compaſle of Gods hgjj 
will : and heere Salomon declareth the effeRs and rewardy 
godlinefle and religion, thar God doth proteQ them, a 
make their paths wide and broad before them, for conſol, 
tion and ſafetic. 


Verſe 13. Take hold of inftruftion let her nor goe : keepe hy 
for ſhe is thy life. ; 


Ere wee haue anend ofthe firſt point of this Chapte 
Hans as he entred into with the teſtimonie and authe 
ritie of his facher,ſo hee alſo concludeth almoſt in his word; 
for there is no materiall difference betweene this , and th 
fourth verſe of this preſent chapter, Wherein hee ſaith, [ 
thine heart retaine,or hold faſt my words : keepe my commank, 
meuts,and line : which in ſenſe accordeth with this text,74 
held of inſtruction, let her not goe : keepe her, for ſhe isth 
life, The ſame precept in effcdt is giuen here,and thereyth 
we perſiſt conſtantly in goodnefſe, The reaſon is for ſubſtan: 
the-ſame in both places, though inthe one it be alleaged 
promile,/ize thow,or tho ſhalt line : inthis other there is 
cretthreatning mingled with the promiſe, and ſo they iointj 
intimate the wonderfull benefit of perſeuerance, and the «: 
ereme __ of revolting, ſhe 5s thy life, if in preſeruing of b! 
thou doeſt keepe that which of all other things is te me! 
precious,cuen thy very life,thy ſpirituall life, thy eternal] li 
but if thou be remiſle, and carelefle of her, if thou reieQu: 
calt her off, nothing can counteruaile thy damage, thou & 
parteft with the prime of all thy poſſeſſions, thou defiroye 
thy ſelfe,thou loſe thy life for cuer, 


Verſe 14. Entey not into the path of wicked men,neither ui 


in the way of eel{ men, 


Verſe 15, Awoid it, paſſe not by it,turne from it : paſſe avi 


Fo: as much 25 not onelythe companie, bus the conuct\ 
tion of lewd perſons is comagious,and noiſome,and ht 
for 
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e their exampleis pernitious,and peſtilent,he therefore ad. 
wertiſerh thoſe which will learne any good of him to take 
gede of it : and not alone to ſtay proceedings therein, but if 
it be pofſible,topreuent the beginnings,and not at all co pra- 
Qiſe any of their finfull ations, and therefore ſaith he, Enter 
wot into the way of wicked men, doe not ſct any foote into their 
diſorders,and finfull courſe of life : for hardly can a man bee 
reclaimed that hath taſted of the pleaſures and deceitſulnes of 
finne. Neither walks in the way of ewill men, follow them not 
incheir exorbitant and difſolute behauiour : Awoide it, keepe 
fromit with deteſtation of it,as the word importeth, abhorre 
it, ſet thy ſelfe againſt it, as thou wouldeſt _ infetion 
and poyſon : paſſe by it, come not nigh it, for feare thou be ta- 
ken,and enſnared with it :ewrne from it, with all ſpeede poſ- 
fible,ifthou haſt ſo much as ſer one foote towards it : paſſe by, 
divert thy courſe another way, and keepe as farre off as thou 
canſt, In all theſe words he proſecuteth his admonition with 
fmilies,taken from tragellers, whoſe wiſedome is to ſhunne 
all ſuſpeQed by-pathes, and whatſocuer places doe threaten 
any perill ynto them, Saint Paw! doth agree with Salomon 
not in words, but in meaning, when he warneth the Epheſians 


to haue no fellowſhip with the vnfraitfull workes of darkneſſe, Epheſ.g.21, 


bat toreproue them rather. 


Verſe 16. For they ſleep not,vnleſſe they hane done miſchiefe, 
awd their ſleepe is taken away,uvnleſſe they canſe ſome to fall, 
+: Verſe 17. For they eate the bread of wickedneſſe, and drinks 
the wine of violence, 
E confirmeth his counſell forthe abandoning of grace= 
lefſe mens pratiſes by reaſons : whereof one is taken 
pm the vehement defire which wicked men haue to commit 
wickednefle, and that is ſuch as through vexation canner ſleep, 
wleſſe they either doe ſome hurt themſelues, or cauſe others 
her to doc,or receiue harme:their greedy appetite for wor- 
g miſchiefe is like to a hungrie mans Romacke which is 


ewptic of foode, who going ſupperleſſe ro bed can rake - 
| reſt, 


—— 
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Experience wee have of this 1n eAchab, who was ficke with 
griefe, and ;ndignation,that hee could not compaſle Naberj, 
yineyard. And ſucha raucnous defire of villany wee reads ty 
hauc been in Ammon,who pined away with forrow vnrill hee 
cou!d haue his purpole ro ſatisfie his lut{ vpon his lifter 7 ha. 
mar. So hath hee made their violent atte&t1ons> ro accompliſh 
euill, to apoeare by ihe effects thereof, Now doth hee ſhey 
the cauſe trom whence they proceed, and chat is the great de. 
lght which they haue in naughtineſſe, which is declared by: 
compariſon of the like, namely, of bread. and wine, me aning 
thereby all other food allo, They eate the bread of wichedne\, 
and drmke the wine of violence, viz.cheir linne is meare and 
drink ynto them, and they take as much contentment in play. 
ing lewd prankes,as Epicures doc in fealting, 


Verſe 18, For the path of the inſt is like the ſhming light that 
ineth more unto the per fe't day, 
Verſe 19. Theway of the wicked is a darkneſſe,they know not 
whereat they ſhall tumble. 


I: appeareth by the cauſall, for, that anexhorration to walk 
inthe way of good men,is as well vnderftocd,as the dehor- 
tation from walking in the paths of cuill men,is expreſſed, be- 
cauſe hee (trengthneth both by an argument taken fromthe 
contrary condition of þoth ſorts, He compareth the way, or 
the life and fate of the godly tothe /ighr, which in the Scrip- 
ture ſignifieth knowledge, prace,ſafetie,comfort,and honour, 
Conrrariwile,the lite, and tiate of the wickedis like to dark- 
nes,full of ignorance,contempr.petill, horrors,and all kinde of 
miſeries. Now to light,viz.che happineſſe of the righteous, is 
promiſed a growth, and increale :' the beginning is like che 
Cawning of the day, aud che: proceeding, as a fierie ſun-ſhine 
morning, andthe fulnes, and perfeQtion whichis perpetuall, 
and withou: declining, is like a noeneride, or the mid of a 
Summers day, Andlikewiſc onthe contracie lide,che degcees 
- 


Chap, ® 
reſt, his belly doth thinke his chrote is cut (as wee fay in oy 4 
prouerbe) and therefore will not ſuffer him to enioy h1 ſleep, 9p eyb 
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Df an euening, which waxcth blacker and blacker,even yntill 
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fwicked mens courſes and miſcries are alſo intended, albeir 


nidnight, whereof it is that they ſhall fall into ſnares, & pirs, 
Tooner,or later,moſt certaialy; but where or when they know 
Dot. The one ſort therefore begin their iourney at day brea- 
KEing,and ſo haue alittle mixture of darkneſſe ar the firſt, and 
finiſh, it at midday : the other ſer forward about Sun-ſetting, 
and (o ſce ſomewhat while it is twilight, and ſtumble on t1ll 
midnight, and then rather breake their neckes, then cometo 
the end of their journey, | 


Verſe 20, My ſonne,attend to my words,incline thine eare to 
wy ſayings, 

Verle 21. Let them not depart from thine eyes keepe them in 
the midst of thine heart, 


_— more important any ſeruice is,the more ſubiect com- 
monly men are to the negleR of ir, and the ſooner grow 
to remiſnes in it: and that cauſeth the wiſe man ſo often to 
call for attention, as wee finde in the beginning of euery part 
of this Chapter this charge to be vrged, that his ſonne ſhould 
heare, and hearken, and hold faſt, and keepe,&c. This dutic 
therefore wee ſee here againe required : My ſonne, (ſaith he) 
attend to my words,and ſayings,&c, Hearken diligently tothe 
things that I ſhall peake,and vtrer in my words and ſayings : 
Let them not depart from thine eyes,viz.let them not be for- 
| for we beſt remember thoſe things that be in our ſight, 

ce chap. 3.21, Keepe them in the midf#t of thine heart,viz.hide 
them deeply and ſurely inthy minde. See chap.2.1, 


Verſe 22.For they are life to them that finde them,and health 
to all their fleſh, 


EO_ is 25 hardly beleeued, as a precept obeyed: and 
therefore as hee ſaw it expedient toinculcate the one, ſo 


he findeth gauſc to reiterate the other ; as here we lee he _— 
| = ot 
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both forthe eternall felicicic of every one which embraceth 
the counſell of wiſedome, and his cemporarie welfare,Touch, 
ing the former, hee ſaith, his ſayings are /ife to them that fink 


them,as hee ſaid before,chaptcr 3.22.they ſhall be life tot 


foule : touching the latter he laith, they ſhall be health to all th" 
fleſp, ſhall preſerue in healch,and faferie of thy bodie, ſo farre, |; 


and fo long as it ſhall be good for thee ; and vnder the fame 
he comprehendeth all otherearthly bleſſings which are giua 
for the vie of the body,and cheeretulnes of che minde,and thy 
comfortable condition of this preſent lite, For it is euiden; 
that here is a Metonymia of the effc&t for the caule, anda hy. 
wecdoche,onc benefic being pronuſed tor many, 


Verſe 23. Abone all keeping, keepe thy heart : for ont of 
are the iſſues of life, 


He two former verſes are an introduQion to this,andto 

the other foure remaining,whercin are preſcriptions for 

a holy and vertuous life : this requiring a firict care for the 
gouerning of the inward man,andthole containing inſtru. 
Ctions for the ordering of the ourward man, The Lord know. 
eth that the hart of man (and fo the whole ſoule, for the which 
the heart is put (being a moſt noble and principall part of the 
ſame) is ſubic& co manifold aſſaults and cemprations from the 
diuell,and the world, and to many deceiucable luſts, and trai 
terous corruptions within it ſelte, and cherefore chargeththat 
it be well looked vnto, and kept with watch and ward : and 
the extent of this heedfulnes hee ſerterh foorth by compari 
{on that it bee more intenfiue, and ſerious, then any orhcrs, 
then for houſe, then for money, then for bodily ſafetie, then 
fornaturall life : no perillis ſo certaine,as the danger of that: 
no hurt is ſo fearefull,as the wounding of that :no loſle is fo 
grieuous, as the ſpoyle of that, And therefore to make it 2p- 
peare that he is not ſo earnelt witno 1t a cauſe, he rendretha 
reaſon for his admonition, for ext cf rr are the iſſues of life Al 
our actions good or bad, proceed fromthe heart, as the foun- 
eaiue from whence all thc bebauiour {pringeth,and the root 
from 
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om whence it groweth : although vpright hearted men 
haue their frailtics, and fall into ſome faults, yet they arenot 


Zimputed rothem for parts of their life : and notwithſtanding 


en of wicked hearts doe ſome good offices, and performe 
any ations thar are profitable to others, yer they are not e- 


good fruir that they bring forch : for a good man, out of the Mat.12.35. 
good rreaſure of his heart brizgerh forth goad things: andan e- 
will man.ont of the enill treaſure of his heart brmgeth forth euill 
#hings. For as our Sauiour faith, that ont of the heart proceed Matutg.19y 


' en thought murthers, fornications thefts, falſe witneſſe blaſ- 


hemie +10 allo is itto be vnderſtood, that thence do flow he- 
# meditations,chaſtity,pugity,mercy,liberality,true teltimo- 
nics,and gratious ſpeeches, 


Verſ. 24. Put away from thee a froward manth andput per« 
wer [e lips farre from thee, 


: br giuing direQtion for outward carriage, he beginneth with 

the words and ſpeeches, which are declared by the cauſe 

and infiruments of them, the mouth and ps, where all per 
uerſeneſſe,'rowardnefſe, and naughtineſſe of what kind ſoe- 
uer,againſt the firlt or (ccond table is forbidden, And this he 
purterh in this place, becauſe of all daties nextto the ruling of 

the hearr,the guiding of the tongue is moſi neceſſary and dife 
ficulr, And therefore Saint /ames faith, He that can bridle his I:m.3, 
$ongue 15 a perfett and compleat may. And yet {o expedient it 

$s,as that he that ſeemerh to be religious, and refraineth nor 
hisrongue, h1s religion is in vane, The metaphors which hee 
yſethdo carrie the force of reaſons: implying vaſauory and lam.1.26, 
finfull communication to bee odious and hurrtull, as thoſe of 
abandoning 2nd cafting farre off, for ſo we deale with things 


'thar arc venomous, contagious, and loathſome ro the eye, 


and ſmell,or other ſenſes : and likewiſe the Epithere, froward 
or perverſe doth intimate,that a man is as much deformed by 
his aud talking,as by a wry mouth, 


Verſ.25, 


Plal.119.105, 
&K59, 
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Verſ.25. Let thine eyes looks r1ght on, and let thine eye lid, 
looke ftraight before thee, 


Sthetongue is wellto be gouerned for the words,ſozn 

the eyes for their aſpes, and lookes, and conſcquenth 
all the reſt of the ſenſes, with the inftruments thereof, Ly 
thine eyes looke right on,Gc.let them not wander, nor look 
a ſquint, but directly to that which is good, and iuft, Tris; 
borrowed ſpeech taken from ſuch as hold the plow, or 6 
ſuch other worke, who muſt looke right forward, and not; 
either fide, much lefle backward : or from trauellers,or ry, 
ners ina race, whomit concerneth not to gaze abour, look 
ing here and there, but diligently to attend vpon their way,z 
the races end, It is requiſiteto take heed tothe eyes, as tot); 
windowes of the minde, or brokers of the heart, which ny 
procure good motions and deſires, or poyſon the ſoule yi: 
worldly, wanton, vnchaſt,proud,enuious,or other corruptco, 
gitations, By the abuſe of this ſenſe,and that of hearing, ſinn 
firſt entred into the world,and by the ſame taketh occationy 
diſperſe her yenome,and bring men daily to deſtruRion, 


Verſ. 26, Ponder thepath of thy feet,and let all thy waitt| 
ordered aright, 


] T is the familiar cuſteme of the Scriptureto call the ation 
of mens liues by the name of their waies, or the paths0! 
their feer,as Pſalm, 119. Thy word is 2 lampe to my feet, ani 
light to my pathes : And, I thought on my waies, and turneim 
feet to thy teſtimonies, Andin Th ſenſe we areto conceiued 
chem in thisplace,ſo that hee informeth all men whattode: 
and how to walke in a Chriſtian conuerſation ; whereinhe 
requireth both warineſſe, and triftnefſe, and to that endhr 
commandeth ys to ponder the path of our feet, by weighin 
our workes in a ballance,to aſſure our ſclues that there bens 
thing too much,nor nothing too lictle,and as farre as is pol 
ble,to auoide all extremities both of exceſſe, and defeR, th 
wee may keepe due meaſure in ceuery thing wee take in hand 
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erſe 27. 


"ZFhich muſt be done by the rule of cerraine warrant, andnor 


opinion, or conieCture. Thelatrer clauſe is an explication 


"ot the former, when he ſaith, Let a/ thy waies be ordered o_ 


hauec an eye that not one of thy works alone,or a few be done 
In ſuch manner as is fie,but that euery of them be rightly gui- 


ded by the preſcript ofholy witdome,and Gods facred word. 
* This {aying is agreeable to thar of Saint Peter, eAs hee that 


bath called you u holy, ſo be ye holy m allmanrer of conmerſation: 


and to that of Saint Paul, Whatfoener thirgs re true, wharſo« Phil,4,8, 


ever things are honci?, whuſoener things are pare, whatſoener 
fhings are of good report, if there be any verine, if there bee any 


pravſe,thinke of theſe things, 
i Verſ. 27. Twrne neither to the right hand, nor tothe left : 


but thy feor from enill, 

E infiſteth ill in the ſame precept, exaRting preciſe and 
——— proceeding in the good way of Gods com- 
mandements without diuerting to any by-parhcs of (infull 
lafts, offlcſhly reaſon,of carnall policy, of humane inucnti- 
ens, of all incitemens from the diuel], or men, or our owne 
eorruptions, This phraſe of declining to the right hand, or to 
the left is frequent in the Scriptures, and forbiddenin many 


deth you,and ſhalt not turne either to the right hand or to 


the Ieft, And, according ts the ſentence of the law which they Deur.17.11, 


hall teach thee, thon ſhalt doe, thow ſhalt not decline from that 
Jewtence either to the right hand, or to the left, Wee muli not 

ore walke only by meaſure, but by line,yea by a ſtraight 
fine ; Gods truth is the Kings high way, which we are bound 
e# keepe without declining to either fide, either with a wic= 
purpoſe, or good meaning, either tortake vpon vs ought 
is not warranted,or to neglect any duty that is comman= 
Hed: and ſo we ſhall remoxe onr foot from exill, by ſpeedy re- 
fowning ofthat wherein we are faulcy, and conſtantly refrai- 
ning fromthar which is valayfull, 


Chap, 


ces: 28,708 ſhall obſerne to doe as the Lord your God com- yy, , 32, 


rr greens 


Mezime 
mot, 
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V. 


CHAPTER. 


Verſ. , CI ſonne, attend 19 my wiſedome, and bow thu 
eare to my vrder landing, 
Veiſ. 2. That thou maiejt regard diſcretion, and toy ly 


keepe knowledge 


527 S the former chapter was for the moſt pan; 
6 \£> confirmation of the third, ſo is this of the pris 
* cipall points of the ſecond, both in ſolictir 
2 \4\ 2 mento Iiſten vnto wiſedome, and demonſts 

--;* > tivgtheneed. and vſethereot for the ſhungin 
of ſubrill and pernitiovs harlots ; and therefore according: 
his wonted manner. he firſt prefixeth a briefe exhorcatior,z 
procme, or preface before his diſcourſe, and then Gilatet, 
more largely onthe matter in hand, even that ſubic# wlic 
he hath chi-fly choſen to deale in, The former part is an 
horration contained intheſe ewe verſes ; the former where 
(inciting vs to attention) is almoſt word for word agrceub! 
with the ſecond verie of the ſecond chapter, and the lecon 
verſe of tic fourch; andihelatter propoſeth the end and! 
of thi- attention, hich is ficſt in the minde, ſeconelyint! 
mouth.Fur the minde, he {arch,that thou mayeit regard dije 

tion, the 1d f,omfieth ſubcill and wittie cthoughts,”<, i 
dome. and prudencic,which is gotten by a diligent avd icn 
ous mCCtrrarion of things to bee ſpoken, or done; and tort! 
mouth, 4-4 thy l-ps Feepe e»owledge. And therefore the (t" 
ofa!l 15,4: +t he ſhould have {a1d, Stirre yp,and apply cy n!! 
and aftec.*+3.15, and lend the outward ſenſes alſo of the bou 
to the © 1101 maicſtneither conceive euill in thy mind.1* 
willing); n-2re any evill,or vanity with thine cares, but:*: 
thou mayeſt have the word of Godin thy mouth, and thy: 
bee te1-+4 againtt rhe lips of an harlot, which allurew 
kaudackie, 


Ver! 


and bow thin 


and i vy lope 


moſt par; 
$ of the prix 
in ſolicit: 
| demonſt; 
he ſhunnir! 
accordingr, 
ortation,; 
hen Gilates, 
1bie# whiic 
part iS ants 
mer i\vnerec 
rd agreeadi 
G the lecon 
end andy! 
onely int! 
egard dijen 
MES, 214, 
ent aud ict 
and forti 
ore the Cr" 
ly chy nv 
>f rhe bo 
y mind.” 
res, but:®! 
and thy |: 
allure vs 


Ver, 


ſe 3.4- Proynass. 83 
- Verſ, 2. Althottgh the lips of a lrange woman drop as a1 
boric combe,and her palate is (mother then oyle : 

Verſ.4 Tet her latter end is bitter as \v;rmewooa,as ſha'pe 
4 Atwoedeaſword, 


by 


He better to prcſerue men from this foule and damnable 

finne of adultery,hee doth) ticft d:ſ:ouer and defcrive che 
fallacics,and miſchicuouſuciic ofthe filthie harloc, tothe ie- 
uench verie, 

Secondly, hee admoniſheth ro beware howtir y baue any 
thivg to doe with her, and ſo bring mit.cry on their owne 
heacs,to the 18. verſe, 

Thirdly,be preſcribeth a remedieto prevent ic, whichis che 
lawtull 2nd honelt vic of marriage, and kinenefle co ther 
ewne yoke-felicowes, In thele verſes, and tome that follow, 
the whoriſh woman 18 very liucly painted forth in her co 
Jlours, totneend ſhi may bee, not ovely the better knowne, 
bur he more deto!ied ; ſhe 1s called, a /frange womgn,becaule 
ſhe eſtcangeth hc: 1clic fiom God, trom her owne husvand, 
from chaſtiry,and all goodnefſe;and tor what other cauſe, ſee 
chap.2. vert.16. Her words are veryalluring, and full of en- 
fcements; the miſery which ſhee draweth men into, is won= 
derfull loathſome,and painefull, according as the hmilitudes 
doe cxpreſle, Albeit the naughty womans words are pleatant 
to fleſh and blood, in as much as they tickle the ſentes with 
promiſe ofioyes and delights, ſo that they may bee compa=- 
red to the honey combe,which is moſt ſweet to the taſte; and 
though her ſpeeches are moſt plauſible 2nd ſmooth, fo that 
they may be reſembled to oyle which hurts not thetendereſt 
8&inne,bur rather ſuppleth ir, yer for al! this her effects are 
moſt grieuousto bee borne fo char they niay bee likened ro 
wormewood, which ex-ceds in hitterncs.and che euils which 
(he brings ment» are deadly, ti rac they may bre iuſtly cole 
led a two edged ſword : for howſocuer at the Legions ſhe 
bringech ſolace and comfort, and tel!erh char her louer way 


be ſecure from feare of danger. yetinthe endſhee workes ro 
G 2 him 


84 ProveRss. Chy., © 


him ſhame, beggery,hearts-griefe, deftruction,and damnai, 
0n,25 after ſhall more plainely appeare. 


Verſ.5, Her feet goe downe to death : her ſteps take holdy 
bell. 


$ her lips or her ſpeeches were guilefu!l,and peftiten, 
A promiſing ſweet pleaſure,and bringing bitter torment 
ſo arc het feer, (that is,her goings, and by them is meant he 
ations and the reſt of her carriage ) molt noyſome and hur, 
full,and goc done to death, leade to defiruftion, bothtem. 
pora!! and ctervall : aud her ſteps take hold on hell, carrieht 
ſelfe 2nd thoſe that follow her headlong into perdition; ui 
hee ſhould haue ſaid, both ſhee and her aſſociates are at hel 
brinke, and are ready ynzecouerably to bee plunged therein; 
ſee chap. 2.verl.18, 


Verſ[.6, Lei thou ſhouldef? ponder the path of life 21 wan: 


are :::21eable that thou canſt xot know them, 


FE H aggrauateth the perill of her misbehauiour by her at 
and cuaing,incloaking her praCtiſes: and it ſecmethto 

Rome from a ſecond Prolepſis, or obieRion which might 
e made dy ſuch 2s ſecke hberty to conuerſe with her. 

If ſhe proue ſo dangerous and wicked, I ſhall quickly find 
her our,and deſcry her life,and crafty ſeducements, andthen 
_ know what I haueto doe, tocaſther off, and for{ake 

er. 

Her waies are ſo variable, and her diſpoſitiunſomurabl; 
and ſheſo cunning to transforme berſclfe into ail formes and 
faſhions,as if thou ſhouldeſt goe about to weigh her aQtios 
of life in a ballance,thou ſhouldelt loſe thy labour, thou wilt 
be ouerthrowne by her pettilent inchantments, before thou 
canſtJooke into her villanous deſignes, and wicked courſe, 
He reſembleth her either to ſugitiue maletaors, whichiun 
vp and downe, hither and thither vnconſizntly, and ſecke dis 


vers placesto lurke in,fo that they might nor be cafily appie- | 
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Handed : or vnto foxes, and badgers, or ſuch like wild beaſts, 
"Which haue many haunts,and many holes, and therein many 


er leaudnefle. The ſpeciall 


eres io the crmell: 
headed: * © 


poſe 7.8.9. ProverRss. 35 


muſes and turnings,by meanes wherof they are bardly taken, 
af this her artificial difſimulation Salomon ſpeaketh in ano- 


ther place,ſaying,Such is the way of an adulterous woman ;/he Pron.zo.20. 


eateth and wipeth her month, and ſaith, I hane x(t committed 
iniquity. 

be” 4 

VYerſ.7. Now children hearken to me, and decline not from 
thewords of my month. 


« }Verſl.8. Remone thy way farre from ber, and come not neere 


the doore of ber houſe. 


'T 4 


Pon thedeſcription of an harlor, hee inferreth a twofold 
admonition;one generall,and the other ſpeciall: the ge- 
rall is to imbrace his words, both with attention, and obe« 
lience,that men ſhould hearken vnto them, and not turne a= 
way from them; and theſe hee oppoſeth as an antidote ynto 
her enticing allurements., Heere therefore is ſet downethe 
harlot onthe one fide,and Salomon, yea the Lord himfelfeon 
He other;ſhe ſoliciting to hearkento her, and the Lord per- 
wading to hearkento him ; ſhee ſeducing and leading men 
Ween foeſſe, and heerightly informing them,and detecting 
drif; isto teach vs that we auoide 

his wretched harlot, whereby is forbidden nor onely all yn- 
wull, diſhoneſt and vnſcemely company with her, gazing 


on her, talking with her, &c. but all comming neere to her, 
and as much as we may, her very fight and preſence: for gun= 


wder is no more apt to take fire (if it come neere toit ) 
then our corrupt nature to bee prouoked to this finne ; and 
therefore alſo hee wonld not haue vs to come to her howſe, or 
the place where ſhee is, yea to the very doores of her houſe, 


Soto this diſeaſe is ſo dangerous, that the placeir ſelfe is 


p. of perill, 


? Verſ,9. Left thoy gine thine bonowr to another, and thy 
G 3 Verſ.10, 


Co 


PrRovnRes. Chaps, 


Vetſ.ro, . Left trangers be filed with thy wealth and thy la. 
borrs be in the bouſe of a ſtranger, 


Ere follow the reaſons taken fromthe diſcommoditis 
following and lowing from this finne: 
"Oucward and bodily,rerſ.9.10. 
whereof ſome arc 


Inward,& belong tothe mind, v.11,&c, | F 
Ofthe outward,the firſt is the torteiture of a mans honour = 


and dignity, which the perſon that Ccfileth himſelfe with vn. 
cleanneſſe,doth as it were take from himſelfe, and giue to 0. 
thers,not to enioy ( for one cannot duly be honoured by ano- 


thers ignominie) but todeface and ſpoile him of it. Hedoth | bi 


then thereby expoſc himſelfe,and his eftimation to obliquic 
and contempr, that euery one which heareth of his filthy 
faQs,ſhould hauc him in derifion, and deſpiſe him. The latter 
clauſe of this ſentence doth induce vs to thinke that this is * 


the ſenſe of the former; when hee ſaith, and thy yeeres to the yt ] 


cruell, where gine, is referred indifferently to both,and iris c- 


uident roal,chata mi may take away life trom his neighbour, Wh 1 
but make no benefic of it to himſelfe, neuer any can poſſibly 3 
liue by another mans death : therefore theſe words doe de. FR 
clarethe ſecond diſcommodiry of whoredome, the endange- 3 


ring of his life, and yecres that are behinde, to the crmell, viz, 
ro any thar ſhall fiercely purſue him: her husband, or other 
friends rat are diſhonoured by it, her other lovers ; her cor- 
riuals inflamed with enuie and ſpite ; her ſelfe, who ſome- 


times poyloneth thoſe which ſhe hath had to doe withall, that 7 


ſhe might the more freely proftitute and giue over her {ele ©} 


wholly to others whom ſhe betterlikes : or the hand of the | 1 


Magiltrate, whole office it js to cut off adulterers, who ſtirred 
vp by Gods iudgement, may proue very ſharpe in purſuing | 
of him,and with as great ſcuerity as if he werecruell, though 


properly for that heis not to be ſo called, but juſt and righte- * ' 


ous. The third is the loſſe of his goods, which in the Hebrew 


text is called (trengrh,and labour, becauſe thereby he had ob- : oh 
tained them ; by which tearmes hee doth vpbraid him with 


fortiſh- 


Chap.s, Verſe 1 * ProvaRBs. $7 


and thy le. ſortiſhnes and folly, which would ſo wretchleſly, and finfully 

depart with that whereupon hee beſtowed his firength, and 8 

| MF which hee compaſſed not withour great paines and erauell, 8 
mmoditis Aad this is yet further exaggerated by the perſons vpon 
EX whomitis conferred, viz. /franfers,and forrainers, not onely 
D. "X nor of his owne blood, or alliance, to whom hecis bound in 


| R "F ſpeciall manner, by the law of good nature, bur alſo not of his 
V.TI1.XC FRE 
bl ; 


© friends,to whom he oweththe ſecond dutie of kindnefle, As 
ns honour Z7 ifhe ſhould have taid : Thou ſhalt not only conſume and waſt 
c with v- =# that patrimony which hath been deſcended vponthee,or been 
S1uCto 0. # bequeathed to thee, that neither wite,child, brother,or friend, 


ed by ano- > or thoſe that are neercft vnto thee ſhall be the better for ir, 
t. Hedoth © j2 nor thy (elte have the fruition of ic but ſhall feede,yca inrich 
> obliquic 2 Arumpers,bawds, ruffians,and ill companions with that which 
' his filthy | > thouhaſt got by the toyle and labovr of thine hands, and ear- 1 
Thelatter 227 ned dearely withthe ſweate of thy browes, { 
that thisis a7 


eres Hott 6,55 Verſe 11. And thou monrne at the liſt, when thy f!:/h and thy Nahamta, 


and itise- body are conſumed, 
ighbour, 8 
e19nDour, Bt 
an poſſibly Ow wee come tothe inward diſcommoditie,the griefe 
ds doc de. and yexation of the heart, which this impure behauiour 


 endange- IF produceth : which is argued partly by the cauſe,aod partly by 

rruell, viz, M8 theefteRts : the cauſe is,the waiting of his fleſh and body, which 

1, or other | F vncleane perſons (if they eſcape death ) doe fall into: for be- | 
; ; ner cor» © 3 ſides that, ordinarily they ſpend their Rrength, with their x 
vho ſome- | goods,and good names,and the hazard of their liues,and be- | 
ithall,that 7 come weake and feeble : how many filthy and loathſome dif 
r her ſelfe ®WMeaſes doe they fall into that give themſclues vnto this fine : 
and of the 8 ſome ſo farre, that in the end their very bowels fall our, and 
cho Rirred RE there is great force in this argument: for albeit this miſchiefe 
| purſuing 


— _—— 


> @befall nor all adulterers, yet not one can ſecure himſelfe as 


II, chough Efreefromthe perill of ir, The effeQs of their griefe are two: 
nd righte- 23 birt, their crying, in this verſe : ſecondly, their complaining, 
e Hebrew (inthe three next, Their mourning and crying for the bitter- | 
re had ob- 2 nes of it-is reſembled to the roring of a lion, tor fo much the 
him with 233 word importeth, - 

fortiſh- WR G 4 Verſe 
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$3 PROVERBS, 


Chap, $. 


Verſe 12.13.&c. And ſay, How long haxe I hated infiry. 
ftion, and my heart deſpiſed correttion? and bane not obeyed 
the voyce of my teachers,nor inclined mine eare to them that in. © 


ſrulled me? 


He complaint of the whoremonger is heere ſpecified, | 
T wherejn he bewaileth the hainouſnes of his ſinne,andthe 


gricuouſnes of the pun:ſhment; yet it is not the wiſe mans in. * 3 


rent to giue'vnto whoremongers any promiſe. or note of try: 
repentance, by theſe ſayings: for hee declareth what miſerie 
ſhould bring them ynto ir,and extort it from them, and na * 


what grace it ſhould worke : for many are driven to makethis 7 7 


confeſſion which neuer repent of their ſfinnes,nor come to fal. 

uation, The holy Ghoſt therefore bringeth their owne reſi. 

monie, witneſſing how they are plagued, and not how thy 

are conuerted :the linne which he acknowledgeth is not the © 
_ direRaR of adulterie,or fornication,but that which went be. * 


fore, and made a way for the ſame,which was contempt ofin. 27 


ſtruftion,and reproote; which he aggrauateth by the manner, LR 


that it was with hatred thereof, and the hatred from the root, 


euen from his heart,and therefore vehement and deadly : 2nd 
the eff*t that followed vpon it,that he was difobedient vnto 
thoſe which were fet ouer-kim, and had authoritie to teach * 
him, Jt is as if he ſhould have ſaid : How long haue I hated in- 
iruction and correCtion? What a beaſt was T, and voide of 
common ſenſe {o to deteſt that information and diſcipline, 
which would hane done me ſo much good,and reieftedall | 
that wholeſome aduice and counſlell, which they that were 
wiſe, and knew what was beſt for me, which were alſomy 
friends,and ſhewed their faithfulnes,did minifter vato me? 


Verſe 14, / am almoſt in all ewill,in the midit of the congre- | | 
gation and aſſemblie. 


Ti puniſhment which hee bewaileth is agerieued partly n : 


by the quantitie and meaſure of it, partly by the , gg Fug 
and | 


4 "7 of? 
- 
"1 


Chops, Verſe 15. ProOvaRss. $9 
and manner of it, For the former,itis of large extent, and ve- 


bated inftry. ry generall; he faich that he is a/moſ? in allexill, there is ſcarce 
Ve wot obeyed any miſerie which he is free from; hee is couered with ſhame, 
hens that in. hee is pinched with want, hee is tormented with paine, hee is 


—T plagued in his name, in his goods, in his ww in his ſoule, in 
$2 Findelſe, and thoſe that belong vnto him: for the latter, it is 
Te ſpecified, *® conſpicuous, and notorious: he faith, that he is inthis caſe # 
ſinne,andthe the midst of the congregation and aſemblie, either for that his 
viſe mans in. © fas, and misbehauiour are cenſured by the Magitirate to his 
note of try: © © F often rebuke,and infamic in the pablike aſſembly; or becauſe 
xhat miſerie - © his plagues were vniuerſally knowne to the multicude,and all 
em, and no; © men vnderſtood what filthinefle he had committed, and whar 
to makethis a ef calamities he now ſuſtained. By the ſame argument, and after 


come to fl. * the fame manner /eb deſcribeth the miſerable condition of 
owne teſti. the wicked,they are deftrojed, and as it were ground to peeces 
Or how thy | 24} 58 the gate, 


h is not the © 
ch went he. © Vetlſe 15, Drinhe waters ont of their owne ciſterne,and run- 
tempt of ix. > ning waters ont of thine owne well. 


the manner, BY 


m the root, $ bom ſcope of theſe words, and others following, is toper- 
deadly :and | {wade men to a contrary courle,namely,to a cha(t,cleane, 
xedient vito i 20d honeſt converſation, alluring them thereunto by a pro- 
itie to teach © 8 miſe of an happie ſtate and condition, contrary to that of the 
e I hated in. © *& Whorematter, for hee oppoſeth Gods bleſſing and plentieto 
nd yoide of -_& that bitter cup of curſe and penurie, which thoſe wretched 
d diſcipline, finners were driven to acknowledge that they had drunk of fo 
| reietedall S deeply : wherein thou muſtnote alſo that honour, ard bodily 
y that were "7 welfarc,and comfort of heart, being oppoſiteto the diſgrace, 


diſeales,and vexacton of minde,are to bee vnder(tood as well 
as maintenance for the cftate, though thar onely, and none of 
"2X thembeexpreſſed. Drinke waters ont of thine ow! e ciſternes, 
'the congre- © Inthe land of Iſrael, and the countries bordring vpon it,wels, 
27 and cilternes of water were very precious, and efteemed for 
>>  Poſleſhons of great worth, as appeareth by the cilimation A- 
eued parth = brabamand Iſaack had them i: : and ſo much may be colle- 
P.) WS Qedf | ia co Chiiſt, 4 
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then greater then our father Iacub that gaue vs thit well a 
dranke thereof bimſelfe, and has children, and his cane? Fo 
watcr was the ordinary and common drinke(though they hy 
alſo wine) and ſweeter and berrer then ours Is * {0 then thy ® 
being a principall commoditie is put here for all.others, An 
whereas he doth {ay,drinke, itis a precept, and an Incourage 
ment mixed together * 45it he ſhould have 12id, Keep chy (elk 
honeſt,and beware of that beaftly woman, rhac fo thou mui 
retainethine owne poſſeſhons, and enioy the comftortabley; 
and benefit of them, 


Verſe16. Let thy fountaines be diſperſed abroad, and riner 
of waters in the ſtreetes. 

17. Let thembe orely thine and not a ſtrangers with thee, 

18. Let thy fountaine be bleſſea,&c. 


Et thy fountaine,&c.Looke ſo to thine owne eſtate asthu 
RD mailt be able ro communicate to others, and bee nc: 
niggardly,bur liberall co diſtribute co thoſe which be in wit 
and thermers of thy waters in the \reetes, viz. Let thole good | 
things wherewith the Lord hath endowed thee, be made pro- 
ficable forthe comfort of many,and cuen for the publike be- | 
nefit of theplace where thou dwell« ſt. So that where the ſin- 
full adulterer had not enough left to maintaine himlſelfe, 1 
good man that in conſcience, and feare of God flieth from 
that ſinne,ſhall haue wherewith hee ſhall bee able torelieue 
many others, Let them be thine owne He meaneth not but that 
others ſhould hauc the vſe of them, as need requireth, accor- q 
ding tothe former verſe, butthar they ſhould be rightly pol- 
ſeſſed,and not riotouſly ſpent. And net the ftrangers with thee, ' © 
Vz. Bring notto paſſe by thy follie and diſorder, thou ſhoul- 
deft beſtow them vpon thy luſt, and make vile companions _ + 
cither owners of all,or to ſhare equally with thee,and to haue , 
as much to doe with them as thy lelfe. | 

Let thy fountaine be bleſſed. Bee yertuous in keeping thy 
veſſel in holines and honor,auoidin g the luft of concupiſcence: 
be mercifull ig miniftring to them that be in neceſlitie: 8nd 
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ee prouident not to ſpend thy goods ypon vynworthy per- 
>ns,and thy fountaine,thy ſtate and poſieflions ſhall be bleſ> 
d, God by his prouidetice, add goodneſſe ſhall proſper 


cm, 
eAndreioyce With the wife of thy youth, Hitherto hee hath 


*Zprohibired adulcery,and giuen men warning to beware of it : 


"and now hee preſcribetha remodie, which whoſoeuer ſhall 


ſc, ſhall vndoubredly be deliuered fromthe perill of it : and 
Fhar is,che loue and kinde vſage of out owne yoke-fellow : 
hich loue is here intimated by the effeR of it ; rerozce, viz, 


*Withche wife of thy youth, take pleaſure and delight in her; 


Sue cheerefully with her whom che Lord hath ficlt matched 

with thee,as moſt naturally louing, and to bee beloued. And 

& ought men alſoto Ecale with their ſecond wines, and ſuch 

as are matrones, and ancient, Bathhebah deſerucd to bee as 

much beloued of Dawid, as Micho!, and no doubt ſhee was 
a great ioy and comfort to him, 


Verſe 19. Lether be as the lowing Hinde,and pleaſant Roe: 
* let her breaits ſatisie thee at all times: anderre thou in her lone 


ney, Joon innalh. 


Nd this is illufrated by two compariſons, one of the 
Hart, and the other ofthe Roe-bucke ; both which doe 
ceedingly loue, and in their loue follow after their mates, 
he Hinde, and the Roe, Let her breaſts ſatisfic thee at all 
"$:mes.The means to nouriſh and preſerue this loue is,to con- 

*Finue a conſtant liking of, and contentment with her perſon, 
| im as it was pleaſing to thee when thou diddeſt filt (er 
**thine heart vpon her,and make choice of her; ſo no infirmi- 
= ſhould cauſe thy mind to be alienated away from her,aad 


.ote vpon others. Let her breafs, cc. her preſence,and per- 


ne and the vſe of her body ſatisfie thee, as well delight 
thine eyes, and otherwiſe ſuffice, as the milke of the mothers 
Þrealts doth content the appetite of the infant, At all times, 
not onely inthe flower of youth, and freſhneſſe of beautie,but 
-afterwards when fairenefle and naturall beautie ſhall bee _- 

cayed, 
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eayed,cuenduring the whole ſeaſon you ſhall livetogether, ® 
Anderre thou in her lone, ſpare not to bee inamored with her, 8 
and rather hauetoo high an opinion of her, then roo meane; ©? 
thinke her for thee, andin thine eycthe beautifull of ally, '- 


thers ; walke with her,talke with her ; be moſt kinde and lo. 
ving vnto her, andlet her bee moſt acceptable and pleaſing 
ynto thee. . 


Verſ. 20. For why wilt thou my ſon,be rawiſht with a ſirang: 
woman,or imbrace the boſome of a ſiranger? 


Here followeth the concluſion of this whole matter ypon 

the premiſes inferred : 

(1, Hee ſheweth that there remaineth no cauſe at 
all why a man ſhould giue himſelfe to whore. 
dome, and deale perfidiouſly with his wife, 
yerſe 20. 

2, He ſheweth the dangerous eſtate of them that 
breake wedlocke to commit whoredorne., verl, 

LL 37.33.33. 

The former he propoundeth by way of queſtion, deman- 
ding why,as if he having gathered his arguments together, he 
ſhould hauethus ſaid : Wherefore my R_ ſeeing whore- 
dome hath ſo manyiand ſo great diſcommodities and Jiſcom- 
forts following on the one fide, and a good wife brings(o 
many,and fo great comforts on the other ; what cauſe or ica- 
ſon is there, why leauing or forſaking thy wife, thou ſhoul- 
deſt giue thy ſclfe ynto an harlot, and commit wickedneſſe 
with her? (for vnder honeſt words of imbracing her be- 

ſome, heynderſtands the filthy aR of adulcery : foraſmuch as 

he that is ſo impudent and audatious to doethe one, will not 
be aſhamed,or afraid to praftiſe the other.) If there were no 
comfort to be found in the company of a lawfull wife, yer the 
diſcommodities that follow vpon a whore ſhould diſſiwade 
thee from her. If there were no miſchiefe from a whore, yet 
the ſolace whicha lawfull yoke-fellow will yeeld, would 
make thee preferre her beforethe harlot,- 


wherein < 
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Verſ.21, For the waies of man are before the eyes of the 
ord,and he pondreth allhis goings, 


FT latter part ofthis concluſion touching the dangerous 
: 


eftateof adulterers, hee declarcth by generall reaſons, 
which are common to other ſfinnes with this, The firftis trom 
the cleere fight of Gods eyes, which is ſuch, as all the waies 
of all men are ſcene of them, and ſocleerely, diftinly, and 
perticularly, azif they lay, or were purpoſely ſer one by one 
'Ouer againſt his eyes, ſo that he need not to turne backe,or ſo 
much asto turne aſide to looke vpon them, This argument 
is encreaſed by his curious noting and obſeruing all our 
pathes, which is enlightened by a metaphor of weighing them, 
as the Gold-ſmith doth his gold and filuerin a paire of bal- 


- lances. 


* Vetrſ. 22. His owne iniquitie ſhall take the wicked himſelſe ; 
an1 he ſhall he holden with the cords of his ſinnes. 
Verſ. 23. Heſhalldie without inftruftion,and for that in the 
greatneſſe of his follie be geeth aitray, 


| _ ſecond argument whereby this danger is manifeſted, 
'» 


is raken from-the effect of wicked mens finne, and by 


; $ay of gradation, His owne wickedveſſe(laith he) ſhall take the 


Picted himſelfe, howſocuer for a time the aduhkerer, or any 0- 
neem. man may goe abroad freely, and bee out of all 
ouble,yer at the lalt his fin, and Gods judgement for them, 
ke a Sergeant,or Cor.ſtable,or other officer ſhall apprehend 
m : for his conſcience ſhalt checke bim, and fummon him 
before thetribunall ſeate of God, beſidesthe externall cur- 


| # and plagues that ſhall ſ-2ze ypon 1:im,and bee ſhall bee beld 


with the cords of his ſinne, his guiltin: Nc 20d puniſhments, the 
terrours of his hart with plagrizs 2nd miteries ſhall as Jaylors, 
binde him with ſuch bonds, or ic-05;a5 ir were, as that he ſhall 
fot be able with wir, or wezle!:, or alt the meanes hee can vic 
to free himaſclfe, and eſcipe from Gods yengeaace,At _ bi 
, Rn ca 


— 
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death and deſtruRtion,as the Lords execurioners ſha!! ; 64,7 


I 


way his life from hi:s, and rorment bin with the larmnedfy 
euer, Now all this ſhall betali !:im jor warns of 1n:Fr ton, be. 
cauſe he refuſed ro be initrifted, and goth a51ray in his preg 
follie, turneth out of rhe good way of: koi.ucfle and rightcouſ. 
nefſe, and wandareth in his carnall reaton,an« flcſhly lufts,an{ 
according cothe peruerienes of his ob{iinare and wilfu!l han, 
which of all follies and madneſle 15 the greateit, groſleſt, art 
moſt palpable: no child is {o tile, no idiore 15 fo (imple, 
franticke perſon is ſo deuoide of vnderſtanding, no bcait is 
bruniſh, as hee that will reie& Gods wiſe counſell ro fatish 
himſelte in his ſtufull defies, 


CHaPrER. VI. 


L — (TEE— ———___ 


Verſ.1. My ſonne, if thou bee ſurety for thy friend, if th 
haft ſtricken hands with a /[ranger, 

Verſ,2. Thow art ſnared with the words of thy month, thu 
art taken with the words of thy month, 


HeinſtruRions contained in this chapter arec! 
two ſorts, Some arc caucats to bewate of f\ 
ces:ſome precepts toimbrace the doEtine ut 
rules of wiſedome,which dire ro the excrcil 
d)-SCGe4m Of yertue,in the 20,21 .22.yerſes, Three kind 
of vices are forbidden:one which carricth a ſhew of duty,ani 
amongſt vnwiſe men is yery plauſible, and that is raſh ſures 
ſhip,in che five firſt verſes: the next is a negleR of duty, wi 
Randeth in omiffion of that which ought to bee pertorme, 
and that is ſlothfulneſſe,in the fix next : the third is that whic 
15 contrary to dutie, andis the practiſe of that which is ſinu. 
and euill, and this hee diftributeth into many perticul:! 
whercot'diuers heraxerh together,and more bric y conders 
neth, inthe 16, 7 7.18, and 1g, verſes: and one hee purſuet 
more largely witha fet diſcourſe and proſecution, and ii 
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the ſfinne of whoredome in the twelue laſt yerſes, 
1. Deſcribeth the perill.verſ.1.2. 


þ Df this raſh ſuretiſhip, he 2, Preſcribeth the remedies for 


- _ ikt.verl. 2.4.5. 

To ſhew the danger,he thus fpeaketh in effet : My ſonne, 
Fic {o fall out with thee, (25 ſomrimes it doth with vnaduiſed 
men) that thou become a pledge or ſurety for thy neighbour ; 
vr baſt giuenthy hand, bill, or bond for a ftranger, to whom 
ghou doett owe no ſuch ſpeciall duty,do not eſteemeir a light 

atter ; bur know that thou art intangledin a ſnare, hike ro a 
bird inanet,oraDcercinatoyle; and that which is an heauie 
caſe, thow art inſnared with the words of thy month, For a man 


* + þauing given his word to another, and ſo he for whom he vn= 


gdertakes make default of performance, and himſelfe not well 
able ro diſcharge ir, is become a (eruanr, or captine( ſo tarre 
as the ſummeextenderh) ro himro whom heel giuen his 
word.or bond, hee is fallen into the creditors hand, who may 
take che forfeirure, and ſo overthrow his tate and familie. or 
he may arrelt him,and keepe him in priſon, or chaſe from place 
to place,that he ſhall be able neither to manage his calling.or 
wich comfort, fatery, and liberty to emoy che ſociety of his 


- neighbours, 


Verſ. 3. Doe this now my ſonne,and deliner thy (ife, when 
hou art come into the hand of thy friend, goe humble thy [elfe, 
"@-4 [ol:cue thy friend, 

1; Verl.4. Gmenot ſleepe to thine eyes, nor [lnmber to thine 

e lids, 

Verſ, 5. Delmer thy ſelfe,as the Roe from the hand of the 

hunter, ad 4 bird from the hand of the fowler, 


FT" Heremedieto bee vſcdin ſuch a diftreſſed eftate is heere 
propoſed, which conl{.ftech in ſubmyfſiue humiliation, 


and 1mportunare ſupplication, He perſwadeth a man cuerta- 


ken this way, and in hazard to be ouerthrowne,to heat kento 


his counſell, ſaying, Doe 5b1s now my ſon, delwer thy ſelfe, for 
As 


95 PrRovnRBs. 
as much as thow art come into thy neighbors hand, left the hy 
intrap thee, or be burtfull rothee or thine, in a$much asthy 
art fallen into tlc power of the creditor, doe thine endeaucy 
to bedcliuercd out of it, vſcall good meanes for thine indey, 
nitie, in mr oft humble manner, & be importunate,and almg 
impudcar in preſſing thy tricnds or neighbours : as the cred, 
tor,that he would deale fauourablic inthetime,or in the ſyn 


oxin other caſes, as there is occaſion : the debtor for whoy. 


thou art bound, that hee would finde meanes by himelfe,s 
his friends to make payment; and friends that they mayhe'y 
thee with counſell,or their fauour, or their purſe, if need; 


quire,and they be able. Now if any thinke this a baſethingy 


humble himſclfe, it may bee to his equals, yea peraduenty; 
to his inferiours, Sa/.mes telleth him that hee muſt conſite 
that hee is now falleninto his hexas, and thereby is becon: 
captiue,and as it were a ſeruant; and therfore as the caſe non 
ſands muſt make no difficulty to ſeeke, and ſue, and topry 
andentreate,as an humble ſupplianr, | 

Inthis herequiceth celerity, and preſent proceeding: 
laies are dangerous, and therefore in ſuch a buſineſſe by! 
poſſible meanes to be augided ; wherefore, ſaich hee, Give n 
ſleepe to thine eyes, nor ſlumber to thine eye lids, goe in hal 
with it this preſent day, and deferre it not ſo long as thereu 
morrow,before thou goelt co bed,or take(t any reſt, withi 
—_ diligence ſcekethy ſecurity, and obraine thy free 

ome, 

Finally,as he ad:moviſheth thatthis be done ſpeedily, ard 
without delay, ſo doth he aduiſeto doe it carefully,and with 
out remiſneſle, and that by the example of brutiſh creature, 
As therefore the Doe, and other beafts, labour by all meanes 
to eſcapethe purſuit which is made afterthem;or as the foule 
ſtrive to get out of the net wherein they are intangled ; { 
{faith he endeauour thou with might and maine, to conc 


out of theſe cumberſome bonds of fusctiſhip, 
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4 erſ.6, Gor to the Ant,O ſluggard,conſider her waies, and 


iſt, 


Ecauſe ynaduiſed ſuretiſhip is more eahily ſeene,and con- 
Be to be the cauſe of diuers mens calamiries, the idlc- 
nefſe is, and men bee more ready to hearkento admonition, 
andro be warned of it ; hee therefore deale mildher inthe re- 

fe of that ſinne,then of this ſlothfulneſle : for hee ſerrerh 

hly vpon the ſluggard, hee doth not ſorne him, or child 
him ar all, but rather checketh and chideth him, and chart in 
haxpe manner. This vice hediſgraceth,and condemneth by 


three arguments : firlt,by che abſurditie of it, and of their be- 


haviour which giue themſclues vnto it,in the 6, and 7.verſes: 
ſecondly, by the duration, and continuance of ic, tur that it 
boldech them in bondage which oncetall into, in the 9. and 
20. verſes: thirdly,by the evill euent that will follow vpon it; 
name!y,penuric and want,in the eleuenth verſe, To ſhew the 
abſurdity of ic he bringeth che example of a brutiſh creature, 
of a weake,(mall,and contemned creature,to condemne their 
wretechlcſuefle which gue ouer themiclucs ro lithernefle; for 
ith a ſhame for men endued with reaſon, nor to prouice fo 
well for them(ſclue:> as the fillie creatures which are voide of 
reaſon ; bur he dorh not only ſend the fluggard tro mat ketheir 
eximples,butputs him to ſchoolero them, and makes them 
his maſter, chat they ſhould teach him,and hee ſhould learne 
more wiſedome and ynderſtanding, Goe torhe Ant, fauh hee, 
88if hee ſhould haue ſaid, There are many things that might 
perſwade thee to labour,as Gods commandement, and ordi- 
nance ; bis promiſe to them that obey it ; his puniſhments on 
them that are diſobedient; their owne neceſſity for the ſup- 
port of their eſtate; the example of painefull and induſtrious 
men: but I will yrge none of theſe, but that which 1nay make 
thee aſhamed,y example of the feeble Ant; conſider her waies, 
obſcruc her induftrie aud diligence; and be wiſe, let her ſedu- 
lity prouoke thee,ſhake off thy fluggiſhnelle, and henceforth 


be painfull and prouideni; for whar greater poiur of wildome 
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ProvynRss. 
is there,then by obeying Gods precepts both to prouide { 


our ſelues, and be partakers of his gracious promile: or uj; 
greater folly, then ro denie to God our owne endeuon{ 
cur owne good? 


Verſe 7.8.11hich haning no guide, ouer ſeer, or ruler, pri, 
deth her meate in the ſummer, and gathereth ber foods in ha 
ne/*. 


Wo things hee commendeth in the ant, or emmer;t: 

one, her readineſle,that ſhe worketh voluntarily withe 
compullion: the other, herprouidence (if wee may to call 
that ſhe travelleth ſeaſonably, and whillt time ſeructh, ; 
ſaid that ſhe hath neither garde,onerſeer,or ruler,(he hathr, 
ther captaine,or icader to ſhew her the way; nor taskemafy 
or other like officer to appoint to her her taske, and call ypc 
her for the doing of it : nor king, or ruler to puniſi; her neg. 
gcnce,or want of forecali,nor to reward her tor her Ciliger: 
And inth:is reſpe@, mother kinde of creature is praiſcu1nt: 
z0.chapicr, 7 he locn;ts haneno ling, yet goe they fuorth al. 
them by banas, ſhewing theirprudence : he faith, the labs: 
reth, beating, and drawing foode,ard matter for hcr lodge: 
Wichtuch traucll and paine,as is alinoft incredible : that Whic 
one cannot doe alone, two or mote combining themlel 
rogether will effe& : in ſammer,viz.,when the ayre is ware! 
and tne way dric & ſmooth, awd m the harne/, when grains 
of corne lie here, and there, ſcattered abroad, which in win 
arenotto behad,aud this tothe end ſhe mzy prouide,and!! 
V4 againſt the time o! neede, The appiication hercot is (0% 
cealed by Salomon, but to bee ſearched : ut by the reader, 2: 
declared by the interpreter; and it conſitieth partly of att 
prehenſion,and partly of an inſtruion, In the repre/enl. 
the [luggard 15 t-2x<d, and obbraided, both with regard':!r 
of his owne good,and the contempt of the preſidents of dll 
gence, which are propoſed vnto him, and thoſe goucrno! 
which are ſet ouer him: 2s if hee ſhould haue ſaid, Of ho' 
much blame art thou worthie which haſt fo many leacers" 
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thee to thy dutie : ſo many commanders, and rulers inthe ta- 
milic,in the Church,and in the Common- wealth, both to in- 
courage thee inthy diligence, and to cenſure, and puniſh the 
contrarie, and yet notwithſtanding thou patle thy time in 
floth, and neglect che opportunitie, and lay vp nething for 
the time of neede? In the inftruRion euery man is taught to 
vie the benefit of the ſumemer,and harse/ of youth,and health, 

opportunitie to lay vp, and prouide againft thetime of 
age, ſicknes,and other impediments,or neccthiies, 


Verſe 9.10. How long wilt thou ſleepe, O ſluggard ? when 
wilt tho ariſe out of thy ſleepe ? yet a little [leepe,a little ſum 
ber, little folding of the hands to ſleepe. 


He continuance of his ſlothfulnes, or ſlcepines (for all is 

one, or at leaſt they are indiuiduall companions,theone 
begetting the other : for idlenefle filleth the body full of hu- 
mours, and abundance of humours cauſeth much ſlcepe) hee 
obiceth by way of expoſiulation : How {ang wilt thou ſleepe ? 
Confider how much time thou haſt loſt ; for hee thatſleeperh 
oderatly, yet commonly ſpendeth the third, part of his life 
Keri : whereunto if thou adde all the reft of thy time that 
thou haſt idlely, and ynprofitably ſpent, thou ſhalt catlly ſee 
Whar lictle cauſe thou haſt to befttow any more in that flug- 
Sh manner; andtherefore why wiltthou not breake oft and 
make an end? This rebuke is very emphaticall,as ifthe Lord 
himſelfe were by a mans bed fidero call kim to reckoning for 
the loſle of his time, and to rowle him out of his drowſie 


ſleepe, 


 Verſe10, A little ſleepe, a little ſlumber, a little folding of 
#he hands to ſleepe, 


HE hee painteth out the ſluggard in liuely colours, and 
to expolc him to ſcorne, bringeth him cxprefſing his 
pwneſlothin his owne words, Let me haue (faith he) a lictle 
H 2 ſlcepe, 
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Alcepe, a little lumber; let me yer alittle fold my hands and 
armes together, as they are Wont to doe that | urpoſcly (er 
themſelues to {leepe, 


Verſ.1 1. So ſhall thy powertie come 4s on one that trawelleth, 
and thy nectſſitie a5 an armed man, 


Altly,he declare: hthe effeQ and iſſue of this, and thatis 

nouertie;z whichis allegorically threatned to come with 
{peede and violence, the ſluggard reſembled vnto a (lothful 
wayfairing man,that maketh no ſpeecero goe with company, 
or to travel! at due houres, and povertie to the theetetha; 
commerth vypon him to take his purſe : necefhtie ſhall rhere. 
fore ouectake hy; ſuddenly,as atwift traucller doth himthat 


wa!kethſlowly,dreaming therefore that hee hath wealth, and | 


_- for many yceres,hee is fallen into debt, and growneto 


c abeggercucn before he thought his eſtate had been decli. | 
ning; and asnecefſitie makes halte,and is felt before ic is fore- | 
{: ene,ſo it maketh as ſtrange an aſſault, it is better weaponed | 


then the ſluggard, and ſo too hard for him, it will peiforce 
haue that which it commeth for, and bereaue him of his ſub- 
ſtance,and cannot bee refifted, Wee ſee this verified in many, 
whom neither grear patrimonie left ynto them, nor wit, not 
ftrer;grh,nor friends,nor entailes,nor any other meanes could 
preſerue from ruine, and vtter vndoing ; idlenes made them 
vnchriftie,and riotous.and vnthriftineſſe and riot conſumed 
all cheir ainple poſſeſſions, 


Verſ® 12, A naughtie perſon,a wicked man walketh with 


froward month. 
17. He wirheth with his eyes free fpeaketh with his feete hue 
teacheth with his jingers. ; 


14. Frowranes is in his heart, he deniſeth miſchiefe conti- 
w»ally,he ſowerh aiſcord, 


"JF Aving reproued the vice that ſeemeth a vertue, and that 
neglectofducic which of many is ſcarce acknowledged 
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7 reſets. 
7 cobe a vice, hee commeth tothe third ſort, thoſe miſdemea- 
7 nours which are notoriouſly knowne, and cannot be denied 

to be grieuous offences: and firſt he deſcribeth the lewdnes of 
7 theperſon : and ſecondly,prouerh the perniciouſnes ofthe yi- 
2 ces: andthirdly,rthreatneth a plague and judgement to be ex- 


ealth, and ' 
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i ecuted on him ar length for both. The perſon is notified both 
? by his properties, and by his cfteAs : by his properties, that he 


* is naught, yngratious,and diflolute,s man of Belral *,that will # Beli gnol, 


| beare no yoke of gouernment, either of God, or man: one 


: thatlives as thoughthere were no law,of no worth,Þthat pro. Þ fel; iagnal, 
* firerh nothing, or © ſhall riſero nothing,and is good for no-< beli iagna- 
thing,or a man of iniquitie, Thus is hee Riiled and inticuled : /eh, 


* forthe Hebrew compoſition will beare any of theſe ſignifica- 
: tions,or all ofthem. 
> Thenfollowthe effeRs, that he is very infeQous, and apt 
' to corrupt others: as firſt, by his words,he walketh with a fro- 
* ward mouth, it is his guiſe and cuſtome to ſpeake prophane- 
* ly, irrcuerencly of God and his ordinances : or that vſcthto 
| lie,to {weare,and forſweare, to flatter,toflaunder,to backbire, 
orto carrie tales ; the which abuſe of his ſpeech hee ferterh 
* foorth by comparing themto a mouth perverted, or drawne 


| afide, 
; Then ſecondly,by his deedes, that hee doth notably abuſe 
the ſeuerall parts and members of his body to doe miſchicfe, 


- 
s 


| by ſeuerall geſtures, and perticular aQions : ſo char which he 


cannot,or dareth not perſwade by words,that he doth by his 


, 
o 


© eyes,feere, and fingers. 


' Andhereof he aſſigneth the cauſe tobe the wickedneſle of 
his heart, which he calleth frewardxeſſe; which hee doth ag- 
! grauate by vtrering the ſame io the plurall number: for hee 
* faithnot, frowardneſſe.but frowardvneſſes ; noting thereby thar 
* hisheart is filled and Ruffed with ſuch marter,from whence it 
is that it runneth ouer with ſuch words, geſtures,and ations, 
: 25 are before ſpoken of, And further to decipher him in his 
damnable behauiour,he diſcouererh the manner of his praRi- 
ſes, be imagineth wiſchiefe : fignifying that the naturall cor- 


- ruption which is in him, being common to all men,increa- 
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ſeth,antd confirmeth by dewiſing,and in Nis minde, & thought, 
as it were, forging miſchiefe,no otherwiſe then a Smith, Put. 
rer,or other Arrificer doth his workes, Whereunto yet ang. 
ther ciecnnftatice is added to mikt his fine onr'of meafur 
Gdfull,thar he is vncdMant th His diveHMiſh attempts, Wheres 


the Smith,and other workmen, worktth, forgeth,and frame _ © 


ſometimes, and ſometimes reſterh, this man is forging, and 
framing villanie pe:petually, and that to the hurt of many «. 
thers : tor his whiſpering, flattering, lying, ſtorming, backhj. 
ting,&c, caufeth contention,and raiſeth yp ſtrife,euen among 
friends, 


Verſe 15. Therefore ſhall brs oalawitie come ſuddenly fur 


den ſhall he be broken without remedie. 


Ere followeth the threatning ofthe plague and calan. 

tie to ſuch a man, which is noleffe then defiructionr 
ſelfe : whichis amplified by tle manner ofie : firft;Fleſhal h 
broke» in peeces + he ſhall not have afinall wound, bur a det 
ly wound, and'viter vndoing in his eftate; name, body, arc 
{oule : ſecondly, it ſhall be frldent, ynexpected, not feared, 
before ever he thought of it, which caulſcth it to bee the mor 
horrible and hideous: and thirdly,it ſhall be wirhont remedr 
which nopoficie,nor power, no wealthynerfriend, nor other 
meaneswhatſotuer,ſhall beableroprevent; orreriiedie, Th 
Prophet'[/a7ab doth in an elegant tianner detrounce the fan: 
laying : This iniquitie ſhallbe unto you as abreach ready tofu. 


ſwelling ont in an high wall, whoſe breach commeth fſuddenh,: - 


an MiFant : andhe breake it,as the breaking of a potters veſ. 
That is broken in peeces,he ſhall not ſpare, 2 28 


Verſe'16. Theſe ſive things doth the Lord hate.yea ſeun an 


au abomination to his ſonle, 


Nihepretnifes we haue feenc the wicked perſon by ſundr: 


A argumients deſctibed;and here weſhallfindeche pernitior: 
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erall ſort, he reciteth the manner ofthem, xe, yea ſexen,theſe 
ertaine number for yncertaine: for the Lord dereſteth many 
ore then theſe, and as much alſo is offended with them, bur 
few are put for all:and it ſeemerhhartheſe are heere men- 
ioned,as companions of ſlothtulnes,and therefore are cenſu- 
Fred next afcer it, as being commonly attendane vpon it; and 
Ztheſe he proueth to be odious, and men ought to Ioath they, 
*Zand likewiſe very dangerous, and men ought to feare them, 
Z becauſe God hateth them : which hefirſt expreſieth in plaine 
Ewords,andafterwardsamplifieth by a correction, faying,they 
© are an abomination to his ſoule, ſpeaking of God, as of aman 

-for our capacitic,and the more effeRuall affecting of vs. God 

L -r hana ron butthat whichis euill,and loathſome, and 
© nothingisbetter which heabhorreth,neither can there be any 
* afctieindoing that which is ſo offenſiue ta, him: being dil- 
> graced therefore bythar one argument, they are manifefled 
® to bevgl:fome,and hideous; and as noyſome, and perilous, 
Z asifthe vilenes thereof had been painted out by many othetrs, 


Verſe 17. A proud looke,a lying tongue,and hands that ſhed 


innocent blood : ; 

18 An heart that deniſeth Wicked imaginations : feete that 
be ſwift in running to miſchiefe : 

19 A falſe witneſſe that ſpeaketh lyes, and him that ſoweth 
diſcord among brethren, 


b Tx verſes containe a perticular enumeration of thoſe 
5 fixe things, and that ſeuenth which the Lord hateth in 


2 ſuchdeteſtation, The firſt is pride, which is ſer foorth by the 


5 ſigne thereof, hastieeye, for that chiefly ſheweth ir ſelte in 
the eyes, The ſecond is lying, aud vntruth, which is declared 


by the inſtrument wherewith ic is vttered, the rongae, which 


” allotherefore is made hatefullro God, Thethicd is violence 

and crueltie,howſocuer praGiſed ; but becauſethe hand com- 

monly is the agent ofit, and is ſtaincd therewith, it is ſpeci- 

fed, The fourth is the plotting, and deuiſing of miſchiete : 
| H 


whereof 
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whereof becauſethe heart is the chiefe worker,and the (prix X 
alſo from whence it followerh, it is ſubic to Gods ditplez | Vet. 
ſure,and detcliable in bis fight, The fifth is the delight in il 2 about th, 
doing, andthe committing of it with greedineſſe, when wy 

are preſſed and readie to any ſinfull actions ; which is atgiet " He! 
by the ſignes and effects, that the feet are ſwift, doe make hi +, Bur 
and runnethereunto. The fixth is ſlandering,or giuing wrow + mer plas 
information agaialt any man by accuſation, or witneſſe.he, *alwaies 
xivg,or any manner ofreporting, This maketh the efficie, | hah no! 
the partie guilty of it obnoxious to Gods diſpleature, Thels * 


= T1 


1s to be a make-bate.toraiſe diſcord amonglit louing friend, ", Ver 

and co ſet themar variance, which before. were atpeace wl © peit,jr ſ} 

lived in concord, Hee therefore which doth ſo, prouoke : thee, 

the Lord, and maketha greater diſcord betweene God an 

himſclfe,then poſſibly can be between neighbourand neigh. He 

bour, co! 
uately « 


Verſ.20. My ſonne, keepe thy fathers commandement un which! 


forſa's not the law of thy mother, aw akin 
exercil 
= mayy vices hauing becnreproued, heenow incertth 2 2 © 9 


precept to furniſh the minde with knowledge and wile f nto-an 
dome, for the preuention of thoſe crimes, if —_ yet cleen 2 our {ec} 
from them,or to be cured of them, if we be faulty in them Whenn 
alſo to bee well fenced againſt that which hee is yer a LT 
exagperate that Jothſome and deteſtable ſinne of adulteri It ſhall 
which he hath ſo often inueighed againſtalready : ar frict 


"An exhortation, verſ, 20, 21, ning,it 

where note of the 1 
And the reaſons of it. verf, 22. 23. wi heauet 
Theeahernmionloprogeundetinn Proper ſpeech, ver,u0 Ver 
Metaphor, verf, 21, andre 
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Verſ. 21. Binde them continually vpox thine heart,tye them 
about thy necie. 


He ſecondis binge them, cc. For which ſee chap. 3.ver.t, 
'T bu heere is added continually, which was not 1n the for- 
mer place; to teach,that the heart or minde ofman ſhould be 
alwaies exerciſed in the doArine of God,cuen then when hee 
hath not opportunity to fpeake of ir, 


Verſe 22. # hen thou goeftit ſhallleade thee : when thou flee« 
peit,ir ſhall keepe thee : when thaw a\vaieit, it ſhall talks with 
thee, 


He reafon followeth, and is taken from the freer and 
comfortable effefts of Gods doctrine, deliuered, pri- 
uately or publikely, in all the aRions and times of our lite ; 


- which hediſtributeth into three ſorts, walking, ſlceping, and 


, 
A 
ol 
DR 1 


o 


4; 
[ 
« 


oft 


f 


ax aking : after {leepe againe,when we walke,viz,, when we are 
excrciſcdin the waies and workes of our calling, ſhe ſhall leade 
vs : viz, ſhee ſhall guide and dircR vs, that wee wander not 
into any cuill way that may be diſpleaſing ro God, hurtfull ro 
our ſclues or others, Sce chap. 3, verl. 23, and 14. verf. r2. 
When we ſhall lye downe to ſleepe, ſhe ſhall keepe vs, and bee as ir 
were a watch ynto vs,that we ſleepe ſecurely. See chap, 3. 24. 
It ſhalltalke with thee when thou awakeit,it will be as a famili- 
ar friend co vs, conferring with vs in the night, inthe mor- 
ning,in the day time, of Ieſus Chriſt, of the remiſſion of fins, 

e mercies of God,of the promites of rhe word, and of all 
heavenly and ſpirituall macters, 


Verſ,243. Foy the commandement is 4 lampe,the law is light, 
and reproofes of inſtruttion are the way of life. 


HE confirmeth this reaſon by an argument taken from 
the excellency and vertue of this doctrine, which is 


slecrely ſer downe by. familiar compariſons, The fult, of a 


lampe, 
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lampe,whereof there is great vſc in the night; the ſecond of 
light, whereof thereis fingular vſc inthe = : the third,that i 
is a beaten way,whereof there is great vie for paſſengers, any 
crauellers, which he amplifieth by an argument from the leſ 


ro the greater: if the correRions and rebukes of it are ſo,why 


arethen the milde direCions and promiſes ? and from the eq: 
whithericleadeth; namely, to life, viz. eternall bleſſedneſſ, 
So that whereas we and our waies are nothing elſe but night 
and darkenefle, and know not which way to moue hand or 
foot, but to our deftruQion, the dottrine of God is for the 
night, « canale, and for the day, the Swunne, that wee may (ee, 
and journeyin the ready high way of ſaluation, The Plalmif 
hath the very like ſaying, acknowledging to God that hi 
word Yvas a lampe to his feet,anda light to hu pathes, 


Verſ. 24. To keepe thee from the eniiwoman, from the flu. 
tery of a ſtrange woman. 


| Narrcay commendeth this dotrine of God, & thele cor. 
rections of inſtruQtion,by the end & yſe of them; namely, 
the preſeruation & ſafe keeping of a man from the danger of 
infection by an harlot,wherby he meaneth alſo fin of any for, 
though he purpoſely name this rather then any other ; partly 
becauſe it is often the fruit of idleneſſe, which hee hath cues 
now unpugned inthis chapter, and partly becauſethe young 
man,whom he profeſſeth there to teach, is commonly much 
addiRted thereunto. Seechap. 2. yerl. 16, 


Verl. 25. Luit not after her beauty in thy beart, neither (tt 
her take thee with her eye lids, 


N 


| 1. Propoſeth, yerſ, 25, 
which hee < 2. Enforceth with confirmations, verſ{, 26, 
C totheend of the chapter, 
Ofthe formerthere are two parts; firft,an admonition,tht 
pee 


Ow hee commeth to the dehortation whereby hee «il- 
{wadeth from her: 
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7 Yerſe 26. | 
"27 he doe notin hi; heart luft after, or ſuffer his heart to bee en- 
"7 ſnared by herbeauty ; and that for ewo reaſons, both becauſe 


* euenthar 2lonc is a degree of adultery, as cur Soautour hath 
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taught,as allo for that it the heart(which commandeth all)be 


| ouercome, it willneuer ceaſe to worke vpon al: the parts of 


the body,the eyes,carcs,tongue, &c, vntill the very act it ſelfe 


" be accompliſhed. The ſeconds a caucat,that/hee the himnoz 


with her eye lids wherein he compareth the eye /145,and coun- 
tenance of an harlot to a net, or ſnare, and the harlots heart, 
and her ſelfe to an hunter, or fowler,and the partie allured by 
her wanton lookes,ro the bird,or beaſt caught in a ner, 


Verſl. 26. For by meanes of a whoriſh woman, a man is 
brought to a morſell of bread, end the adultereſſe will hunt for 
pretions life. 


Ere hee backeth his admonition and caucar, with ſuch 

forcible confiderations as might belt worke vpon his 
reader, and make him to know how much it concernceth him 
toregard them ; whereof two are here noted; the one, that 
this curſed finnedraweth a man into pouerty, or beggery ra- 
ther; the other,a ſhamefull death, or that which is ii tead of 
that,and worſe then that,an euerlaſting death, Touching the 
former, he ſaith, Foy an har/ot,orby mcans of an harlot,as mar 


: ts brought to amorſellof bread, from plentic, to penurie; from 


yariety of diſhes to one kinde,and that is dry bread ; and from 
ſufficiencie and fulneſſe,to a ſhort pittance, eucn one morſell, 
and many times this is co beasked at another mans doore, or 
atleaftto be giuen as an almes from another mans hand, See 
for this, chap. 5. 10. 

The latter is lofſe of life, whichall the attempts of the adul- 
tereſle(the married woman breaking the bands of wedlocke) 
doe tend ynto, She hunteth for pretious life, wherein he like- 
neth her to a cruell bunter, which purſueth an Hare, or other 
beaft,not to catch onely,but to kill it : which though ſhe doe 
not direRly intend and aime ar, yer ſhe effecteth and bringeth 


to paſſe: for through her allurements,the perſon — 
x ollic 
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follie with her is expoſed to the rage of her husband, whoſ, | Y 


indignation is implacable, the ſword of the Magiſtrate, Pro. 
pow ſcuerely againſthimifnot for the ſame crime, yetfor 
ſome other thereby occaſioned; and the wrath of God, who 
will either infli& a temporal puniſhment,to the vtrer deftry. 
Rion of the body, or elſe younn downe intollerable plague 
yponthe body and ſoule for euer, And this ſo edieln 
pence of life is hereby the more condemnable,in thart it is pre- 
tious, of ſuch an excellent creation by Gods owne hand, orin. 
ſpirarion rather by his breath, and carrying ſuch aſtampee{ 
his glorious image, and capable of ſuch cternal bliſſe as Chrif 
hath purchaſed with his owne blood, and euery one ſhall eg, 
ioy,which through finne doth not make forfeiture of it, 


Verſ. 27. Cana man take fire in his boſome,and his clathe 


wot be burnt ? 


Verf. 23. Can a man goe vpon hot coales,and bi; feet not b 


burnt ? 


Verſ.29, Se he that goeth in to bu neighbours wife : wha 
ſoener toucheth her ſhall not be innocent, 


Hs formerly laid downe his poſitions, he now hand. 
leth them more at large: and becauſe of the ſecuritic 
and preſumption of men, flattering themſelues, (that not. 
withſtanding all this which is ſpoken, and other mens ill ſuc- 
ceſle in the praQtiſe of this ſinne, they ſhal eſcape wel enoug), 
eſpecially if they haue wit, or wealth, or others helpes where- 
by to ſhift for themſclues, and auoide the penaltie ) hee more 
at large confirmerh that hee ſaid touching the grieuouſneſſ 
and certainty of this puniſhment, by two compariſons of the 
like or equall,and another ofthe !e{ſe,The compariſon of the 
like is as ifhee ſhould haue ſaid; As it is impoſſible for aman 
to take coales of fire from the heart! 1, put them into his bo- 
ſome,betwixt his garments and body, and burne neither; or 
totread on burning coales bare foor without ſcorching his 
feet: ſoitcannot bethata man ſhould haue carnall company 


with another mans wife, withour making hiraſclfe guilcy,and 
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Þudements formerly mentioned, [ob hath a ſaying not much 


* Theedlully ſhunned this miſchievous finne of adultery : It s 4 


- condemned it, becauſe he hath appointed no ſuch ſeucte pu» 


-.of all,or of as much as he can, leauing a ſpurious and baſtard- 


eſe 30.31. PrROvER3Ss 109 
Fecling the flame of Gods indignation , and incurring the 


wnlike to this, rendring a reaſon among others, why hee o 


pr that conſumerh to dejtruttion, and would root ont all mine Tob 31-12, 
pncreaſe, 


Verſ. 30. Doe not men deſpiſe a theefe if be ſteale to ſati: fie | 
bu ſonle,although he be bungry ? 
Verſ, 31. eAndifbebe \ £4 d,he ſhall reftore ſeuen fold, hee ql 
foal! gine all the ſubjtance of his houſe. ; 


He ſecond kind of compariſon wherby the point in hand 
i Þ cleered,is taken from aleſler finne,namely, thett, being 
far inferiour to adultery, becauſe Gods law hath not ſo much | 


niſhmentfor it: becauſe chat the theefe raketh away anore 
remote poſſeſſions, and ſuch as are of lefſe value and eltimati- 
on: the whoremaller the neeref},the beſt, and that which is 
deareſt vnto him, the heart, the vie of body,the fidelity of his 
wife : thetheefe com:nonly bereauerh a man but of part of 
his goods ; the whoremaſter attremprs to defraud him and his 


= in his houſe co vſurpe his inheritance, or other poſleſ(- 
Hons after him, And yetthe theefe eſcapeth not ſcotfree, 
Hotwithſtanding thatneed driueth him to fteale, For firſt, bee 
fraweth vpon himſelfe ſhame and reproch, and is made very 
contemprible thereby,as both this rext affirmeth, - and others 
teſtific, /ob ſhewing the vile eſtate of certaine baſe compani- 
'©ns, faich, Aſer ſhouted after them,as at a theefe, See allo le 1ob zo.7. 
remiah 48.27. And then hee hazardeth his eftarethereby,ci= 
ther to overthrow it,or much impairc it: for laoke how often 
he is apprehended and taken, ſo ot he ſhall be drinen to make 
xeſtitution according to the law, though it bee againe and a- 
Raine, yea cuen ſcuen times and more, a certaine number of 
mes for an vncertaine : which is to be payed, chough it colt 
chim any thing, yea all that he bath, yea though his liberty goe 
ialfo for is, 

1 Verſ.3 34 
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Verſ.32. Who ſo commuteth adultery with a woman lacke, ® 


vnderſtanding : he that doth it detroyeth his owne ſoule, 


Ow let ys ſee the inference : if there bee ſo much peii 

and hurt in a ſmaller crime, what ſafety can there be log. 
ked for in this hainous offence ? If the needie theefe (mart 
for that fault, now ſharpecly and extremely ſhall the adult. 
rous malefaor be puniſhed for his egregious and enormoy 
wickednefſc ? He devaſeth him beneath the theefe ; firſt,intl, 
follie of his minde, as the cauſe of this his vicious behayioy, 
he is more abſurd and brutiſh then he,and hath lefle wiſdony 
and ynderſtanding, Secondly, in the conſequence of tj 
wretched lite, and vncleane converſation, hee deftroyeth!, 
ſoule, hee doth offer violence vnto his4life, and after a or 
becomimeth a murtherer ofhimſelfe, by prouoking God ſper. 
dilyto {lay him, and erernallyto damne him, beſides othe 
plagues following,whereunto he makes himſelfe lyable, 


Verl. 32. Awonnd, and diſhonour ſhall hee get, andhisre 
proch ſhall not be done away, 


E dwellethvpon this matter of the adulterers puniſ: 

ment,that hee ſhall finde there ſhall mecte with him,c: 
fall ypon him a wowrd,or ftroke,euen a deadly ftroke vpon hi 
body and minde, inflicted either by the Magiſtrate, theadul 
tereſſes husband, or God hiniſclie. And ignominie vpon his 
name,cuen ſuch reproch as ſhal ſicke ro him, living anddexd 
and ſuall nexer be done away,ſo that beſides the peril! of thi 
life inco which the adulterer doth throw himlelfe,hee dott 
expoſe himlelfeco perpetuall reproch, 


. Verli. 34. For iclouſe is thera ge of a man : therefore he i. 
not ſpare in the day of vergeance. 
Verſ, 35. He willno: regard any ra»ſome; neither will bet 
reſt content,though thou gineſt many gifts, 


E declareth the efficient of the threatned puniſhmentto 
] = inflited yponthe adulterer, namely, the wrongel 
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15band of the harlot,.co whom God will diſcouer his villa« 


nie wrought againſt him,and whom hee will raiſe vp, as his 


Inſtrument to purſue that wicked caitife, proſecuting and fol- 
Jowing the matcer againſt him with all ſeverity, Andin theſe 
Aavords he mceteth wich,and refelleth the vaine illufion of the 
Filchis perſon, who truſts either not to bee detected, ornot 
much to be moleſted, hoping that he ſha!l find his paramours 
husband very milde and fauoi able. Nay, faith the Lord, Thou 
halt given him juſt cauſe of icaloutie,and therefore thou thale 
*finde him full of wrath and indignation; looke for no fauour 
at his hands, he neither will nor ſhall ſpare thee, if hee ſtrike 
thee not himſelfe, yer hee ſhall deljuer thee into the hand of 
the Magiftrate to be puniſhed, he will noe conceale thy leaud- 
neſſe, but publ.ſh it rothe world for thy ſhame aud intamie : 
yer,faith he,] hope faire words may prenaile much, eſpecial- 
ly gifts and rewards, | will hire him co be ſilent, and ro put vp 
the iniuric offered ; and if a ſmall tumine will not ſuffice, I wil 
\giuehima greater; if one gift wiii nor preuaile, I will adde 
more vynto it,and beſtow many : hereunto the Lord replyerh 
that he ſhall bee macc inexorable, that the ſ12hr of a bribe, or 
- 8ny thing offercd for the deflouring of his wite,ſhallthe more 
imbitter him; and offer as many and as great as thou wile, yet 
all ſhall doe thee no good, thou ſhalt for all this bee plagued 
and ſhained, 

Now we muſt not conclude hereupon that this ſentence at 
alltimes ſhall certainly be executed : for many husbands are 
not acquainted with the indignities of this kinde, which are 

. oftered vnto them ; and many knowing of the diſhone(!y and 
faichleſaeſſe of their wiucs,are 35 bawdes vnto thern, and ac- 
ccſlarie totheir naughtineſle, ſaffcring and allowing them to 
bee whoriſh and filthy : but every adulterous whore-hunter 
may iuſtly expe this, when God ſetterh in with them, and 

* tikes the matter into his hand, they know not how foone 

; their wickednefle may cometo light, and how fierce and an- 
gry 3 man may bee made,whom they little ſuſpect ro bee ſo 
wplacable, 
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Verſe 1. My ſonne,keepe my words, and lay vp my comman« 
dements with thee. 


&@c(@N this chapter Salomon confirmeth from his 

Do owne experience, that which in the two for. 
x NS, mer chapters, or elſewhere Þce had reſtrfied, 
| rouching the fraudulent and pernitious pri- 
Riſes of the harlot. The parts are three ;the 
firit is, an inſtigation ro the fludious keeping 


- 


of wiſedome and knowledge, in the five firlt verſes, The fe. , 


. cond is,a narration of tholc things which hee had ſcene and 
. obſeruedin her impudent behauiour,and anſwerable ſucceſſe, 
tothe 24.yerſe, The third is an application of the ſame vito 
his readers,8s an admonition and warning vnto them, inthe 
foure laſt yerſes, 

Inthe firſt verſe,the Prophet returneth againe to his gere- 
rall exhortation of recciuing,and keeping the dorine,which 
he propoundeth, and is the ſame with the beginning, of the 
ſecond chaprer, 


Verſe 2, Keepe my commandement1,and line ; and my law: 
the apple of chime eye, 


Te (ct an edge ypon his exhortation, that it might preuaile 
the better with vs, he a4ldeth a promule of life,and that he 
dc:h after a moſt emohaticall manner, commanding vs 
line ; thereby caching, how preſerr, and cerraine the happi- 
nesis that belongeth co the obedience of his preceprs, Altet 
he expreſſeth the manner how he would hauc vs ro keepe his 
doctrine, by a fimilitude, viz, as the apple of the eye, as thit 
which 1s moit precious voto thee; for a man will ward, and 
keepe off violence from jus head, before all other parts of hi 


body, 
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verſe 3-4+ PrRoveRss. It3 
body, and regardeth the face more then any other part of his 
head,and he reſpeRerh the eye more then ady other part of the 
face: for the eye is the light of the whole bogie, and therein 
the blacke, or apple of the eye, is molt deare ynto him ; which 
appeareth alſo by the other Scriptures: as Plal,17.8, Keepe me 


| asthe apple of thine eye. And, He that toucheth you, toucheth Zach,a.s, 


the apple of bis eye. 


Verſe 3. Bind: them vpon thy fingers, write them vpon the 
table of thine heart. 
Verſe 4. Say vato Wiſedome,Thou art my fiter,aud call Vu- 


: deritanding thy kinſwaman, 
H: deliuereth the ſame preceprt in allegoricall ſpeeches : 


and firſt, he requireth to binde hens pen our fingers, that 
: they may beas rings thereon, and for memorandums,as wee 


+ vſeto tyea thread or filke about our fingers, to put vs in mind 


of matters not to bee forgotten, and to write them vpor the 


2 table of onr heart, viz. that they may be as atablec hanging on 


} our breaſt : as chap. 3.3. 


As if he could not fatisfie himſelfe in this argument,he de- "+ ll 
> livereth the ſame thing in another ſimilitude, wherein hee at- þ, 
? tributeth a perſon to Wiſedome,and requireth that there bee | 
} ſuch inward friendſhip and familiaritie berwixt vs and her, 


# asif ſhe were our ſiſter, and netreſt kinſwoman. It is a plea- 

* {ing thing co brothers and ſiſters, if they loue as they ought,to 
+ live together in one houſe, as Laz.arns, Martha, and Mary : lob.r1 
- or if by occaſion of mariage they live in diuers houſes, yet 
* they delight one in another, and feaft together, as did /obs [ob r, 
© ſonnes and daughters. And thus conuerſant and familiar oughc 

£ wc to be with Wiſedome, and fo much the rather becauſe we 

® areſtrangers in the world,and hated of the world,becauſe by 

this kindred and affinitic with Wiſedome, we become of kin- 

*dred andalliance with our Sauiour Chriſt, 
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Verſe 5. That they may keepe thee from the ſtrange womay, 
from the ſtranger that flattereth with ber words. 


Aftly,hee vrgeth this preceptthus often and many waiey 
Li darred,be an argument from the end and fruite, which 
is to keepe vs from this foule and grievous finning againſt 
God, w hereof he nameth one in ſtead of all, namely, adulte- 


rie,which he did before, Chap. 2.16.the 5.3.and 6.24. 


Verſe 6. For at the window of mine houſe, I looked throw, | 


the caſement. 
Verſ.7. And behold among the ſimple ones, 1 diſcerned amony 
the yourhs,a young man voide of underitanding, 
Verſe 8. Paſſing through the ſtreete neere her corner and k 
went the way to her houſe, 


wieht, 


=o followeth now a lively repreſentation of thefor: 


mer doQtine touching adulterie, ynder an example it 
fact; whereof the wiſe man himſelfe who relateth it, was ar 
eye witoes. And firſt he ſheweththe occaſion, or opportuni 
tie that was offered vnto the harlot, whereby ſhe had matte 
to worke vpon, in theſe two verſes, Secondly, the meane 
which ſhe vſeth to effe& her purpoſe, and draw an ynwar! 
erſon to this finne,vnto the 21,verſe, Laſtly, the event as 
iflue,in 21.22.23.verles. 

The occaſion and opportunitie wasthat ſhe eſpied a heec 
lefle perſon within her danger, whom ſhe might ſeaze ypc! 
as a fr pray for her. And he 1s deſcribed firſt, by his ignorant 
and fimplicitie, hee calleth him 4 foo/e, yea,which is more, 
man voide of heart, viz, of vuderitanding, iudgement , ant 
wiſedome, Now he is ſo called,not that hee isanaturall,({ 
harloss are not wont to (ingle out them aboue other men)Þb! 
becauſe he had not the feare of God, whichis the begizning! 
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by auoiding the inducemenies to it, 
Secondly, by his age, calling him a young may, youth, or 
ſripling; thereby noting, that that age is the moſt ſlipperie 
time of our life, and molt prone, as to many other finucs, ſo 
eſpecially to this, 
Thirdly, the place is noted where he faw him,viz, in the y.,c x | 


fiye inthe cobweb, where the ſpider had libertic to come vyp- 
on him at her plcaſure, 
Laſtly ,by therime when hee wandred that way, that is, y,cq, 


time, as 1t were, the ſeaton that fitteth the whorematter, or 
harlot : according to the ſaying of [ob : The eye of the adulte- 19h 14,: 5, 
rer waiteth for the twilight, 


Verſe 10, And behold, there met him a woman, wi:h the at- 


Verſe 11. She is loud and ſtubborne,and her feete abide,uot 
mher houſe, 

Veric 12, Now ſhe is withont,now in the ſtreetes, and foe {t- 
eth in waite at enery corner. 


He former words declare how the ſimple young fellow | 
calt himſclfe into perils, by approching ſo neereto the Pl. 
haxlors denne :in theſe, and others that follow, wee ſee her ta. " Is 


mannoteth both what a one ſhe is, in the whole courſe of her {0 
behaviour,to the x 3.verſe,and with what art and skill ſhe ma- # 
aageth this bufinefle, inthe others following. And one thing 
whercof hee taketh notice, and whereby hee deſcribeth her,is 
her apparel], wherein ſhe was tricked, and trimmed, vnbeſec- 
oa the modeſtic of a ſober Matrone, or the honeftic of a 
chaſt woman, The ſecond is, her inward deceit,and guileful.- 


nes,in that ſhe was of 4 ſwbrill heart. The third is, her vnwo- Verſ,:t ua. 


rattle, 
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rattle,ſhe is /ubborne,peruerſc,and rebellious to God, and her 
husband,ſhe is a gadder abroad,and euery where giuento al. 
lure, and corrupt all thoſe whom ſhe can intice into her com. 
panic, 


Verſ 13. So ſhecaught him,and kiſſed him : and with an im. 
prudent face ſaid vnto him, \ 


Ow wee ſhall ſce how ſhe plaierh herpart in exerciſing 

h- t craft and crue!tie,to worke the ruine of the warileſle 
toole, which is caſting himielfe into her hands, And this ſhe 
doth partly by vnco:nely a&tions ; partly by countenance, 
ſhewing a bralen face, without ſcare, or ſhaimefaſtnes : and 
partly by diſſembling ſpeeches, ſuch as hereafter follow, Her 
vncomely ations here ſpecified arethree, The one is, tharſke 
laid held on him : (he ſhould not have indured him to /ay heli 
on her;bur for her to lay hold on him, was beyond all woman: 
ly modeſiic : the other, that ſhe kiſſed him, A wife can ſcarce 
without baſhfulnes &;ſe her huſband, bur is rather to expeQit 
from him, then to preuent him in it; but for a woman to offer 
it to a ſtranger is a molt ſhametull part, 


Verſe 14. 1 haxe peace off-rings with me : this day hant! 
aid my vowes. 
Veric 15. Therefore came [ out to meete thee, diligently ts 
ſetke thy face,and ! bane found thee. 


| ed her diſſembling and inchanting ſpeeches, as witha 
call,ſhe allureth him into her houſe, offering him a baite 
which might perſwade him ynto it, and covering the net or 
hooke that might terrifie him from it ; the baite is, good 
cheare a motiue that preuaileth much with young men, who 
commonly are much giuen ynto their appetite, The manner 
of the 1{raclires, and that according to the law of God, was, 
that in the Lords offerings, the far and blood being offered, 
pair of the fleſh ſhould goeto the Prieſts, and part to himthat 
rought it : whercof they made a feaſt, (for it was ſomewhat 
rare 


had.7, 


Ind her © 


1to al. 
'r com» 


AH ith 


rciſing 
Aarileſle 
this {he 
*nance, 
S : and 
x, Her 
thar ſke 
[ay held 
VOman- 
n ſcarce 
xpectit 
to offer 


bane! 


ently to 


Ss witha © 


a baite 
» net of 
3, good 
n, who 
manner 
>d, was, 


offered, . 
imthat 


newhat 


rats - 


yerſe 16.17. Provenss. 117 


rare to cate fleſh2) And (alluding to this )S. [ames faith, Tee 
bane nouriſhed your ſelues as in the day of ſlaughter. Now the 
betterto couer her plot, and that hee ſhould nor ſuſpe& her 
treacheric,and miſchieuous purpoſe, ſhe pretenderh ft, pie- 
2 tic and devotion towards God, to whom ſhe had offered ſa- 
S crifice, which was an ordinary worke of religion, yea ſhe had 
"Z made yowes, and performed them,which was extraordinary, 
= andleſſe vſuall : ſecondly, great loue, and good affeQion tg- 
+ wards him,whom ſhe much deſired ro bee better acquainted 
2 with,and to make partaker of her beneficence and kindnefle, 
= For this cauſe 1 am come foorth to meete thee : as if ſhe ſhould 
=© haue ſaid, Becauſe 1 beare thee mott entire good will,as ſoone 
as Iſawthee, I longed forthy companie, and therfore I haue 
not ſent a meſſenger, which peraduenture would be more re- 
2 miſſe,andlacke inintreating ofrbee,but am come my ſelfe to 


% requeſt that I may bee beholden co thee to goe with me, and 


"Z$ what good lucke is this that I meete-fo happily with thee? 


| 7 Verſe 16, I haxe decht my beds with conerings of tapeftrie, 
© with carned worke,linnenof Egypt. 

- Verſe17. [haxe perfumed my bed with wirrhe, aloes, and 

namom. 


Auing preuailed to bring him to ſupper, ſhe now per» 
ſwades him to ſtay all night, and take a lodging with 
MHer,and (which ſhe would um. os ynderſtand)that ſhe nee- 
*>dethnot ro excuſe,as too homely,balſc,and courſe, but ſuch a 
| one as will well ſerne a right good man, and to that end doth 
CE: it foorth by the ornaments, furniture,and ſweetes of it: as 
Sfſhe ſhould fay, Thou ſhalt hauc a very commodious bed, 
nd chamber, with curious curtaines, and couerings, with a 
arued bedſted, with fine ſheetes, with ſweete pertuming of 
|:Thaue provided to delight all,or moſt of thy ſenſes;as thy 
aſte hath alreadie been pleaſed wich meares and drinkes, fo 
ſhall thy Gght be with the ornaments of thy roome,and lodg- 
#ing, thy touch with the ſoftnes of thy lawnes, and thy ſmell 


th odoriferous perfumes : take a good offer therefore, and 
I 3 refuſe 
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friends: the otheris tlie cffeR, that it will bee ſweet, plealan, 


Ha aiſh. 
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refuſe it not, thon ſhalt perceiue thy welcome, and thy ood 
entertainemen,thou ſhalt be lodged like a Prince, | 


Ver. 18, Come,let vs take onr fill of loue tif! the, morning, 


tet ws ſolice our ſelurs with loues, 


\ TOw that the whore hath brought him to his chambe, 
L Yor gothimto bed, ſhee beginneth to diſcouer herpy. 
poſc, and ſoliciteth him to the very act of adultery; and ſy _, 
the ſame alleagerh ſuch reaſons as may perſwade him vntoi, 
and prenenterk ſuch doubts as may diflwade him from it, 
Come ( ſaith ſhee ) let 5 take onr fil, and as it weremakeoy 
ſe:ues drunke with loue ; meaning thereby the ſatisfying 
her filthy defire and luſt all night long, Her reaſons areryy, 
one fromthe cauſe, that it is an a&t of loueand good felloy, 


ſhip, that thereby they ſhall beltow the time togetherlil 
and delightſeme tothem both, 


Verſ. 19. For the hnsband i not at home, hee is gone « lay 
108rney. 

Verſ. 20, Hehath taken a bag of money with him; andwi | 
come home at the day appointed, 


| © fob the naughty-packe doth ſecure him of ſafety, te . 
heneeds not to caſt perils, nor dread any hurt that wil 
come byit,for he might haue ſaid : | 

What if thy husband come in the meane time, and take 
with the manner, we are both vndone. | 

No feare of that, for heeis not at home ; neither doth ht - ® 
fay, my husband is notat home, but the husband, ſpeakin 
conternptuouſly & diſdainefully of him,as if hee were aft 
ger to her, 

Bur whatit he come home, though it be late,and findems 
in his bed, what ſhould become ofme ? 

That cannot be ; for he is gone «long ionrney, and haths 


ken a bag of money with him accordingly,he will come ” 


7, Morning: 


3 chamber, 


er herpur. 
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money which hee tooke with him for hisexpences ; and the 


A pther,the ſer day wherein he appointedto returne, 


Itherto of the inticement ; heere followeth the lamen- 


um vnto 

n from i . table and tagicall iſſue and effeRt thereof, which was, 
emakeow Fat be firſt did yecld vnto the finne, and after did ſuſtaine the 
atisfyingd Fricuous puniſhment thereof. The princi oY meanes where« 
ns aretwo, Py ſhe didperſwade him, was her ſpeech, which was both large 
20d fellos. {nd delightfuli; for ſhe vſed many arguments : ſhee anſwered 


getherlil 
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ll obiections, her habire, her carching and kiſſing of him no 
- goubr did worke vpon him, but the poyſon which did moſt 
—Aatoxicate him was from her tongue. That which wee tran= 
"Mate faire ſpeech,is in the originall, doCtrine,or diſcipline, and 
© hee vſeth af 


#”þur of impurity,andimpiety,and her followers to ſchollers,or 


e ſame as comparing her ynto a ſchoole-miſtriſle, 


ouices learning of her: becauſe fooliſh men in their ſottiſh- 
fe doe put themſelues to ſchooleto ſuch a teacher, rather 
ento lend their eare to the holy dotrine of the Lord, The 
ly Ghoſtalſo declareth the degrees of his falling, and as it 


"Fere the ſteps of his deſcending, For firſt, ſhe bowed and en- 


ined him; that is,ſhe moued his heart,and made it tratable 


| th perſwafions ; and after drew, or rather draue him yio- 


tly coit with her words, 


Verſ. 22, Hegoeth after her ſtraight way, as an oxe geeth 
- tp the [langhteras a foole tothe correition of the lockers, 
+ Verſ 23. Tilla dart "rike throwgh his liner,as a bird hafteth 


Þ the ſmare,and knoweth that it ts for life. 


Eforeit is ſaid ſhe moued him, yea ſhe inſorced, and now 
ſhe hath ſped him: for ſhee hath made him to follow her 
to her houſe, ynto her table, into her chamber,into her bed, 
I4 and 


by ſuch atime,and not afore : for the long abſence of her huſ- 
band is confirmed by two fignes:the one, the great ſumme of 


= Verſ.21, With much faire ſpeech ſhee cauſed him toyeeld, Likchah, 
2Fith the flattering of her lips ſhe forced him, 
y; and fr 


fiat; 


OTE 0 OO O—_— 


120 PROVERBS. Chap.n, * 


andintoher ſhamefull ſinne : thus we ſee the firſt effeR ofher ©" 
practiſes,che corrupting of him with that abominable filthi. 
nefſe : the other, namely, the puniſhment and miſery is heere 
1c{. ribed by thice compariſons of thelike, as an oxe to the 
ſtar:ghter hoping that he is going to his ſtall or paſture, when 
he is (ed to the{]Jaughter-houſe, or ſhambles to beknockt on 
the hcad,or haue his thFoat cut, The ſecond is, as a fooleledy 
the ſeckes for cor: eftion as a malefaCtor carried topriſon,and 
kept in bonds, vnr:ll a dart ſirike through hu liner, vntill the 
day of execution, when the dart, or tword, or other inflr. 
ment wherewith offenders were wont to be p- to death, did 
pierce his body,andrake away his life, The third, as a b:rd ha. 
ſterb to the prey, flying iwift, and making ſpeed tothe place, 
where ſhe logketh for food, and findeth a net, grinne,or lime- 
twigs, whereby ſheis intan gled,caught,and killed, 


Verſ.24. Hearken now therefore, O children : attend tath 
words of my month, 

Verl. 25, Let not thine heart decline to her waies, goemt 
aſtray in her pathes, 


HE applieth here that which inthe premiſes he had repor 
ted,exhorting his ſcholers to hearken vnto him, andnat 
ſuffer their hearts co encline to her waies,or their feet to wat 
der in herpathes : as if he ſhould haue ſaid, Giue eareto met 
my ſons,and liften not to the harlot, whom God forbiddeth 
youto heare, and to whom if yee hearken, yee may evident) 
-— very your owne ruine in this ſunple young mans deft 

10n, 

Let not thine heart decline to her waies, wiz,, doe not 6 
much asinthy minde like ofher leaud or wicked dealing,an 
wander not in ber pathes,ſuffer not thy ſelfeto be beguiledby 


her to follow her courſes, or bee induced to conſent to het 
wicked motions. 


Verſ. 26, Shee hath cait downe wownded: yea, 
ſtrong men haze been ſlaine by her, os "IT 
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Verſ,27. Her houſe is the way to hell, going downe tothe 
mbers of death, 


'J E fortifieth his exhortation with reaſons: the one is 
| the miſchiefe which ſhe hath done to others : the other 
5s the certaine perill to all chem that haunt her, The former he 
Balleagerh by way of preoccupation, to preuent a ſhift of him 
that is ynwilling to be admoniſhed, and take warning by the 
Fexample formerly produced: Obie. It was but one mans 
hap and misfortune to ſpeed (o ill (fatth he) I will not bedifſ- 


*Fcouraged by the hard ſucceſſe of one,or of a few. Anſw, She 


=Hath been hurrfull to diuers, any bane been caft downe and. 


"awonndeg by her,viterly ouerthrowne and ſpoiled intheir ſtate, 
credit, ſoule and body, Obie. But a few ſimple fellowes, 
2 weake men,of no parts, wanting wit to look ynto themſelues, 
or powerto maintaine their owne ſafety, Anſw, Tea, many 

"Lfrrong men haze been ſlaine by her, whercof one amongſtthe 
Freft was Samſon,&c, To ſhew the certainty of the perill, hee 


C "Gaith,ber houſe is the Yay to hell: touching which, ſee chap. 2, 
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3 Vet, 3. Shee crieth at the gates, at theentrie of the city at 
© ©the comming in of the doores, 


9 {6 ving inthe former chapter dehorted fram the 
q | fipne of adulcery, and therin deſcribed the hare 
| = |& lor with her coriſing ſpeeches, and ſer downe 

Mi FA * the effeGts therof': he now oppoſeth wiſdome 
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ther: wherewee are to obferue, firſt, what preparation ſhee 
makes to this buſineſle of infiruction, in theſe three yerſes, 
ſecondly,the tenour of her oration and ſpeech, whereby ſhee 
endeauoureth to perſwade and infiruct men in the reli thy 
follow, For preparation ſhe addreflcth her ſelfe co be moſt ay, 
dible,and cafieto be heard,and yieth the beſt meanes to have 
an auditoric, and many to heare her, Her care to bee heardi 
argued by the carneſinefſe of hercalling, and as it werethe 
contention of her {pc .ch,in that ſhe is ſaid to cry,and virerhe 
voice, becauſe ſhe knowerth that her matter is good, and mo 
necefiary, and mens eares very deafe rowards her, but wide 
opento all words of follie, whereby the heart may bee poy. 
ſoned and infeed,and therefore ſhe doth not deale judics 
tively,andby way of affirmation, but interrogariuely, andby 
way of expoſtulation, doth not wiſedome crie ? which is a:if 
ſhee ſhould ſay, I demand of you, anſivere mee out of your 
knowledge and experience, whereas ye hearkeryto follic, and 
wicked men,and (infull women entifing and alluring toeul, 
isit becauſe ye are not taught, and called on by wiſedowe, by 
the ſonne of God in his miniſters and ſeruants ? Will ye then 
leaue a reuerent matrone, and hearken ro a filthy (trumpet? 
will yee forſake the Miniſters of God, and liflen to ſeducers, 
and impoſtours,the miniſters of Satan ? For prouiding of w- 
dicors ſhe preſcnteth her ſelfe ro the congregations and pub- 
like aſſemblies, by the miniſtery of the word ſhee publiſher) 


her counſels, and promiſes inthe Churches, and meetings |, 


Chriftians,and this he expreſſeth by a fimile taken fromthe 
maner of the ciuillitate,as the Magiſtrate cauſerh his procls 
mations to be promulgated in mot publike places, wherethe 
Herald or cryer may be abouc thereſt, and bee beſt ſeenc and 
heard, where is greateſt frequencie and concourſe of people, 
as in waies whereby mulritudes paſſe, and in the market place, 
and che gares of cities, eſpecially where they were wont 0 
keepetheir Courts, and Seſſions, and came together for il 
matters of great importance, See chap, 1, 20, 21, 
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Verſe 4-5+ 
* Vetrſ,4. Vnto you, O men, / call, and my voice is tothe ſons 
> of men, 

4 Verſ. 5. Oye ſimple,underſiand wiſedome ; and ye fooles be 
'Þ of an wnderſtanding heart. 


”* FNthis oration the Lord Ieſus in the perſon of wiſdome, firſt 
tad his doQtrine to the twelfth verſe, Secondly, 
+deſcribeth his owne holineſſe, to the two and thirtieth verle. 

* Thirdly, maketh application of all ynto his people, from 

7 thenceto the end of the chapter. 

/ ThathisdoQrine may be the better accepted, and worke 
the more effeQually, hee direteth his ſpeech ro the ſubieQs 
*®thereof,the perſons whom he dealeth with, perſwading them 
'7ro be attentive vnto it, And then he deſcribeth by the adioynt 
= of their conditions, asin reſpe& of their outward Rate ſome 


.. ofthem are more noble, and of hi gher degree, called men, in 


& ſuch a word as many times ſignifieth their greatneſſe, as thoſe 
*-*that are acquainted with the tongue wherein this Scripture is 
© written doe well ynderftand : as inthe fourth PſaFne, O yee 
"of ſonnes of men,viz,, O ye mighty perſonapges, how long willzee 
© twrne, cc, Some baſe, as the word doth alwaies intend when 
it is ioyned with that before ſpoken of, which ſignifieth ex- 
cellency, as it is vſed in the 49. Plalme, Both high and low, 
2 oth ſonnes of men, and ſonnes of Adam, ſaith the Hebrew 
*rext: and the words follow in the ſame place doe interpret 
his meaning : both rich and poore. Againe, ſome of them are 
rudent and wile, ſome of them are clcane contrary. Of them 

he maketh two ſorts : ſimple ones, ſuch as arc ſetled in noone 
*»opinion,but are eaſily carried any whither, as a fcather witha 
*puffe of wind,and foo/es,which are ſuch as having entred into 
**a falſe opinion, or cuill courſe of life, will witn very great 


 -difficultie be drawne from it,or not a: all,vvlcſe the Lord pur 


.Þto his mercifull hand ani ie claime chem, Andyet isthe caſe 


« - -of neither of them deſperate. for ir is not im offible for the 


Fpirit of God toeſtabl ſhthe tim, te 1 ich wil ome, and to 


make the foole to be ot ay v1de: Fandirg beart : for the pre= 
cepe 


Nexidim, 
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cept of God commanding them to be ſu ch, containeth in it1 
romiſe for their encouragement,that if they will not be yi. 
full they ſhall be framed to be ſuch, See chap. 1, verſ, 22,24, 


Verſ,6. Heare, for Iwill ſpeake of excellent thing r,andh, 
opening of my lips of right things. 


Ere he beginneth to ſer forth his doAtrine by the wor. 
HEtinen: and ſoundneſſe of it, For the former he faith, þ; 
will ſpeake of excellent _ :the word fignifieth Prince, 
viz, principall ſayings and ſentences, as far excelling other; 
as Princes hs interiour perſons, For the latter heetellethy, 
that the opening of his mouth,that which he had vttered byi; 
& of righ: things, which are called right, righteouſneſle, 
fraitneſſe, becauſe they leade vs directly to eternall life and 
happineſſe, withour any turning either ro the right hand ott9 
the left t and it is ſet down in the abſtrat, being »ighrneſ; 
rather then right,and inthe plural number, bciog called right, 
neſſes, rather then rightneſſe, topreferre ir for the fingulz 
verzue and holineſſe, before all humane words and writings: 
for they are altogether crooked, or have ſome crookedneſſ 
in chem,or are imperfe& in meaſure of puritie, which inthisis 
mott perfet,complear,and abſolute. 


Verſ. 7, For my month ſhall ſpeake the truth, and wickedn: 


i abomination to my lips. 


H: makerh good his generall afſertion by the enumerati 
on of perticular adiunts wherewith his doQtine is 
graced,thereby firſt prouingir to be ſound and right, inthi 
verſe,andthe rwo next folloviing,and then to be worthicand 
excellent,in the tenth, and eteuenth verſes. The firſt ofthe: 
is verity; he ſaith that his mowrh, and the inftruments thetein 
contained, the palat by name,(by which the voyceis framed) 
put for the perſon ſpeaking, ſhell ſpeke the truth,or the whol: 
truth, an heauenly truth, a diuine truth : whereas other wri 
tings arc cither altogether yntrue, or haue yatruthes ws 
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ith truthes,or at leaſt containe but an humane truth, not e- 
*quall to this which hath light without darkeneſle, and yerity 


"without faſhood,and nothing bur that which is celeſtiall,and 


ſuggeſted by Gods holy {pirit,and wickedneſſe is an abomina- 
tron to my lips : he cleereth and confirmeth this by the contra« 
yie,which is lying,in ſtead whereof hee namech wickedneſfle, 
which hee ſaith his lips abhorre, v/z.. hee doth ſo abhorre it, 
and hath itin ſuch dece(tation,as that it is impoſlible it ſhould 
proceed our of his lips. 


| Verſe 8. Allthe words of my month are righteowſnes, there 
is nothing froward,or pernerſe in them, 


FT" He ſecond is iuftice, or rightcouſneſſe, all that hee com- 
-& mandeth is law full and good,all that he forbiddeth is vn- 
hawfull and euill; all chat hepromiſeth iz equallco be perfor- 
med,all that he chreatneth is worthie to he executed : and this 
he maketh cleere by the contrary, there is nothing froWard or 
permerſe in them,nothivg that is wicked and vngodly is afhr- 
med,or enioyed,or allowed,or cloked,or any manner of way, 


or for any purpole pronounced and vttered therewith, 


4 Verſ. 9. They are allplaine to him that vnder/tandeth ; and 
Fight ts them that finde knowledge, 


| Thin third is perſpicuity,and eaſinefle to bee apprehended, 

and ſo by the afſiftance of Gods ſpirit not hard to bee 

practiſed: which is ſer forth by a compariſon of that which is Necoching, 
acedright ouer againſt a ma,or by a way that lyeth dire&tly 
fore a mans eyes, yet this ſaying is limited by the ſubieQs, 

All promiſcuouſly dilcerne not this, for they are very obſcure 

to many, but ſuch as are inditious, which imbrace the do- 
ine of wiſedome, which haue ſought ynderiianding at wif. 

gomes ſ{choole, and there found ir, theſe ſee the evidence and 


' Ceereneſſe of Gods holy counic!s, and heauenly myſteries, 


becauſe they are revealed vnto them by hys ſpirit, which none 
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ſhall failc to receine that ſerioully, and in vprightneſle ſec 
kim in his word,and the miniſtery thereof, 


Verſ.10, Receine mine inftraftion,and not fuer, and hun. 
tedge rather then choyce gold, 

Verſ, 11. For wiſdorne is better then rubies : and all tha 
that may be deſired are not to be compared with ber, : 


E proueththe excellency, pretioutneſle, and delight: 

his doftrine by compariſon, with fuer and gold, u; 
whatſocuer defircable things ; and therefore as it is morer, 
cellent then they, ſo wee oughtto preferre it before them 
ſetting our deſire more vpon it,and taking more paines fe; 
then tor any,or all ot them. Receme mine mſtruttion (faith | 
and not ſiler, viz. get it with greater induftrie then tic 
wouldeſt vſc for filuer, as may appeare by that which folloy. 
eth : forir is not nis purpoſe here to condemne filueraliog 
ther, but to pur itbehinde grace, whereunto it is ſo farre in! 
riour, Whichis meant alſo of the gold and ems, &c, ye: 
ſome caſe the words may literally be vnderfiood, as if infis 
ion and faer cannot be both poſlcfſed rogerher ; then a: 
he, Receine mine initraftion, and not filuer, bee (uretoc 
thy toule, how poore ſocuer thou be in thine eſtate, Thel: 
brewes were commended by the Apofile for obeying tt: 
precept,and tollowing this counſell, who (wFered with nit 
ſpoyling of all their goods, knowing that thePnad 4 better ants 
aurmy ſubſtance in heauen, For which ſee chap. 3.14.1 5. 


Verſ.12. [wiſedome dwellwith prudence,and find out bn 


ledge of wittie inwentions, 


'0)5 Sauiour hauing ſolargely and ſo worthily extolit 
his wordand Goſpell,doth encourage hispeopletoin 
bracethe ſame according to his direion, by that al- ſuffi 
cie which is in him, both to informe them with knowled! 
and vnderſtanding,and to performe all his promiſes which 
doth makeynto them; and firſt he telleth them for their - 
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"Fort that heisnot onely wiſe, bur wiſedomeir (eIfe, euen the 
*wiſedome of God: heis alſo goodneſle, hee is alſopower, as 
the Apolile teſtifieth, But here he mentioneth this attribute, 7-©** + 24. 
and aomerh this title, and partly becauſe his Goſpel, and mi« 
*Giſtery,is commonly of foo/es condemned of folly, and partly 
-Secauſe it is his office to bee the teacher of his Church, it be. 
\lbngeth vnto him to dictate all the Scriptures, and to inſpire 
-the Prophets and holy mcn for the writing of them : it be 
«dongethro him to qualifie all his Minifters, whether Apoflles, 
er Prophers, or Euangeliſts, or Paſtours, or Teachers,andto 
Yue them gifts of knowledge fit for their calling:it belongerh 
to him to illuminare the minds of his ſeruants, and to worke 
the effe& ofhis miniſtery within them.Being then the promp- 
tuaric and treaſarie of wiſedome for the yſe of the whole 
Church,and every member thereof,in all ages and places, hec 
animateth them by this,that his ſtore of wiſedome can never 
* be exhaufted, becauſe hee not onely hath great ſtore thereof, 
/Þbutis it, and thatin an infinite perfeRtion., / dwell with pre- 
dence,the wordtranſlated prudence is often taken in the evill 
rt,for craft and ſubrilty, and many times in the good part, 
eſpecially in this booke : as inthe rf chapter, and q. verſc: 
20 gine ſharpeneſſe of wit,c55.And ſo itis here, for holy diſcre- 
- tion whereby a man is direed what to do,and what to leaue 
\yndone : whereto go,& where to ſtand fill : where to ſpeake, 
and when to bee filent : but eſpecially to auoide the ſnarre 
which the diuell,the world, and our owne corruption have ſet 
for ys : this deth Chriſt not onely for himſelfe,but for the vſe 
of hispeople, which is his inheritance and cuerlafting poſleſſi- 
- 08, The word inhabiting,is vied inlike ſenſe in the propheſie 
of Iſaiah. Fry thu ſaith the high and loftie one, that mhabiteth 1c, 5,15, 
eternity: [ finde ont,not onely in my ſelfe, but alſo cauſe them 
| chat reucrence and efteeme me, to ſecke and finde wittic in- 
{Wentions, ſuch aduiſed and confiderate cogitations, as where- 
bby my ſeruants doe not only procure good to themſelues, bur 
_ and hinder the euils which their eacmies ſeeke to 
- wring pon them, | 


WYk Verl, I3»s 


Prou.1.7, 
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verſe 13, The feare of the Lord is to bate enill: pride, 
erroganciethe enill way,and a froward month doe I hate, © 


E commendeth this prudence and wiſedome by t * 
H acious fruite of it,(as may be colleed fromthecol, * 
rence) the feare of God, wherewith Chriſt as Mediatour, u; 
our Sauiour, was molt plentifully inriched in his owne ge, * 


ſon, according as Iſaiah prophecied of him: The ſpiritotth . 


Lord ſhall reſt upon hs, the ſpirit of wiſedome, and vnderſi 


ding : the ſpirit of connſell, and might, the ſpirit of krowledy | 


and the feare of the Lord. With the ſame alſo doth heindy 
the members of his myflicall body, and therein a princip! 
part of their wiſedome doth conſiſt, as he hath formerly teh, 


fied: The feare of the Lord is the beginning of wiſedome, hu 4 


as the feare of the Lord is ſo bleſſed a fruite of wiſedome,h 3 


is the hatred of finne as notable an cffeR of that : which he 
ſerceth foorti by the particuler ſubics of thoſe odious vic 
which men ought to abhorre,and h1s people by vertue ofthi 
feare ſhall be made to abhorre in that manner (though not i: - 


ſo full meaſure) as hee himſelfe doth abhorre them. The fer: 


of the Lord is to hate enill : Sound religion and godlineh 
(whereofreuerence or the feare ofthe Lordis one ct thepri. 
cipall parts) worketh in thoſe who are furniſhed cherewit, 
the hatred of exill, what kinde ſoeuer it bee, whether i: bcec 
heart,or behaviour : whether it bee of word, or ation: whe 
therit bee of omiſſion, or praQtile : whether it be againſt! 
firſt cable of the law, or ſecond : and by ſpeciall name the: 
that follow, Pride, and arrogascie,veing loathſome corruy: 
tions, arguing the ſoule, wherein they raigne,to be yoideofi! 
ſenſe of ſinne, and baniſhing all true loue from among met, 
there is no ſound pierie,or grace, where they beare ſway, an! 
grace bringeth lowlineſſe, and cauſerh an humble ſpirit. Th 
enili way : whereby he meaneth all cuill deedes which wickt! 
men walke in, euen as the traueller doth in his way, and th 
froward month,which vſuall y ſpeaketh peruerſe things ag af 
God,or man;or both, dee I hate, both as God euerlaiting, - 
ſecon 
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econd perſon intrinitie,and as Mediatourclothed with mans | j ' 
ature, according tothe faying of the Prophet, T how loneſt 
k 4 - s 4 PAl.4 5.7. | 
ihtesnſ;es, and hateſt iniquitte, becarſe God, enen thy God 
bath aunointed thee with the ojle of g adneſſe abone thy fellowes, 
Dur Sawour profeſſeth this as rendring a reaſon why his Gol- 
Il and grace ſhould cauſe his people co hate emill,and that 
, becauſe hee himſelfe doth, who will conforme, and make 


.  FÞcmlike yaco himlelfe, he is the fountaine from whence the | 
 Kftreames of cuery good grace ſhall be deriued to their ſoules, } | 
, 1 
, "*& Verſe 14. Connſell is mine,and ſound wiſedome : [ am under | 

, , Fanding,1 bane ſirergth, 

RT - | 

1 E proccedeth and goeth forward in fetting foorth his | 


marucilous, abundant, yea abſolute and infinite wiſe= 
me and firlt he addeth,that counſel is bis, (for hee is both | 
fthe privie counſcll of his Father, and the onely aduiſer of | 
*Sis Church, all policie withour him is follic, all the dire&ions 

which hee giueth not are ſeducements,and miſleadings) aud 

herefore the Propher calleth him Wonder feel, Comnſellonr,and 

wnd wiſedome ; the word fignitieth ſnb//ance, meaning ſub- T#yſpyah. 
antiall aduice and counſel}, ſuch as never faileth : / am YJn- 

r/tanding ; he changeth his phraſe to teach that counſell and 

iſedome are ſo his, that they are cflcntiall in him, and per- 

t, without increaſe, decreaſe, or mutation :to this hee ad- 

yneth another attribute, / haze /irength ; which is here men- 

ned, to ſhew that hee hath power to execute his purpoſes 

d counſels : and /ſatah calling him 1 enderfwull, Connſellour, Iai.g.6. 
leth him alſo the mightie God: and by this he giueth his ſer- 

nts to vnderfiand that he is oninipotent, to make ſupplic of 

their wants, minitter defence againſt all their perils : there 

no good thing which he cannot performe tothem; there is 

euill or hurt which he cannoc keepe from them, 


Verle1 5» By mee Kings raigne , and Princes decrees itt- 


as Sg 1 


Rom.1 3.1, 
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Verſe 16. By me Princes rule,and Nobles,eutn all the Inden 


of the earth. - 


mankinde in theſe two verſes ; and what bleſſings and favor 
he beſtowerh ypon his owne people and ſeruants, in allty 


follow to the two and twenticth verſe, For the good and};," 
nefi: of mankinde he ſaith that by hun Kings raigne, &c,\y ,» 


nifying that hee is the author of all authornie, which is 
neceſlaric for the preſeruation and welfare of humane ſoct, 
tie: there is no power,or porentate, (whether they bee ſox 
raignes,or ſubordinate miniſters of iuſtice) bur they ate fre: 
him, as the Apoſile ſaith, and by his ſecret affiſtance andys 
uidence they diſcharge their funtions, For whether they 
wiſely conſultor determine what to doe inthe ({ates theyg 
nerne,or mightily execute that they have decreed, they do: 
all by him, qualifying them with theſe gifts of 4's 
ſice, courage, power, and other ſuch like, whereby theyn 
ficred for their places: by him, and his ſecret diſpoling, thy 
riſe ro their dignities: by him, and by his protecting hint 
they are ſupported, and defended intheir offices,that theyie 
not expoſedto the violence of tumults,and rebell10ns,andy? 
outrage of the diſordered multitude : nor cut off by theco 
ſpiracies and treacheries of difſembling traytors : by himtir 
fit on their thrones, or benches, and there pronounce & 


tence, handle matters of ſtate,execute lawes, and determintt. - 


cauſes, And this is not ſo in the Church alone,and wheres 
gion iseſtabliſhed, but amongtt Idolaters, amongſt Inf 


and Heathen, in allthe earth, in all che world,wherether!” 


any gouernment : if there bee any good policie,or equit!! 


mongſtthem,it prbceedeth from him, and is by his appoi 
ment, 
Ve 


N that which went before Chrift hath declared what hez 

and what he ha:h,how well he is tored with all ſufficieng,” 
and perfeQtion for the vic of his people, and creatures : "> 
now he beginnethto ſhew whot he doth,and what he giue .| 
how hee imployecth his wiſedome and power for the good (+ 
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Verſe 17. I lone them that loue me : and they that ſeeks me 
ly ſhall jinde me. 


N the former two verſes he mentionerh his pronident care 
ina general manner for all fates,in ſetting vp,and cft»bliſh- 


a .," g goucrnours and rulers for their defence and government, 
lo. d thereby they are pretc:ucd in peace and faferie, and haue 
< otection from the iniurics which otherwiſe one would of- 
=y to another : now more ſpecially hee proteflerh his grace, 
0 "Mmercie, and goodnefle, vnto his ſeruants, which religiouſly 


and holily worſhip him; and firſt he noteththe principal caule 
" En is on his part, viz. his owe loxe: for this is the 

ote,and fountaine of all his favours to vs: and ſecondly, the 
*Zwmoving cauſe (though not meritorious) which is on our 
" art,and that is,our /owe toward him, which proceedeth from 
| vs,and being commanded by his law, hath a promiſe 
® >&frecompence in his Goſpell. And both of theſe are accom- 
wy ied with gracious efte&ts as well for faithfull endeuour to 
" | nn communion with him, as for happie ſucceſſe co atraine 
'-" ereunto: they that ſeeke me early, which pray vnto me, labour 
0 "Wfinde mein my word, and frequent all religious exerciſes 


n nfully,carefully,and diligently,as men vſeto riſe betime in 
+ morning,and apply themſelues carneftly ro deale in bufi- 
i of greateſt moment and importance : /hal! find me,obtaine 
0 graces, and enioy the comfort of my merits, preſence, and 
© Wyour, 

in on 

(C ®Verſc 18. Riches and hononr are with me,yea durable riches, 
el 


| righteouſnes, | 
ſe EVerle 19. My fraite is better then gold, then fine gold, and 


ie | prewennues then choice ſiluer, 

HW | 

[tb E amplifieth the ſucceſle of Sud him,by the commo- 
yo ditie which they ſhall obtaine wit him, and that is, ſpi- 


riewall and heauenly endowments, which hee compareth, and 
( preferceth before the moſt deſirable benefirs and —— as 
y K 2 racy 


Luke 186. 


132 Proverss. Chaps, 
they vie to tearme them) of this life,and that is riches, andy. 


nour, which almoſt all do moſt greedily aftect,& labourfg,, * 


they ſhal be intiched with ſuch wealth,and aduanced tothy 
gloric which incomparably ſurpaſſeth all earthly ſubſtance 
and digritics in cucry reſpect, but eſpecially in two : firſt, th 
riches and preferment of this lite are tranſitorie and vncer. 
taine; a man my be wealthie to day,and need'e to morron; 
now a great man, and ſhortly after of no reputation my 
app!auccd forthe preſenta 'd within a ſhort while mveighe| 
againtt,or derided ; but theſe riches are permanent, and dv. 
rable,luch as neither the ruſt can frer,nor the moth conſume: 
and fo is this honour allo not ſubiect ro murabilitie, audloſs, 
Secondly the goods and preferments of this world are got: 
ten,or kept many times with much iniuſiice, and wrong; an 
tncrelore the one fort of them in (ftead of both are calicd 
ches of jr;i quitic : but righteouſncle doth euermore fo ſeaſon 
theſe treaſures.and promotions of grace, that no ſuch impu. 
rations can be la1d ypon them, and therefore for their incon. 
paravle exceilencie he doth againe (as he had often beſore):y. 
roll them aboue thoſe things which moſt mens affeQions det 
greathicſt dote after, and their minds doe moſt highly cficent 
of, namely, gold and hiluer, the very gods of all worldlng: 
my fraite, the gifts and graces which grow from the ſappect 
my ſp rit. #s better then g ld, yea then fine gold, and my revr- 
res, Which T giue to be enjoyed of them which enioy me! 
better thes choice /Uner, though it haue been neuecr {o oft! 
hoed and rricd, 


NT _ - : : PL 
Verſe 29, I leade in the way of righteonſnes, in the mia 
the paths of indgement, : 


=! E doth explane his owwne words, and interpreteth his! 
; ches,his frnite,and reuennues ,&c.to be ſanRification! 
l:te together ith che internal graces of the ſoule, [ cauſe it 
waike mn the w.ty of righteouſnes, | teach men which embrac 
me by my ward,and {trre them vp by my ſpirit, to denie 
£2 oat: neſſe,and warldly [u;*$,and to line Jobes ly, rig hteonſly, ard 
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dly in this preſent world,&c. and in the mid? of the paths of 


drement, without going on either hand, but in the plaine 
ay of yprighenes. His inter is not here copur men in hope 
'a peifeRtion inchis life, or to charge all thoſe ro haueno 
—Sommunion with him which ſorimes ſwarue from the righe 


. ay,and fall into iniuſtice, buc to promiſe dire&on to them 


Shar defire the right way, and to comfort them thatpro: eede 
in finceritie (though not in fulnes of puritie and goodnes) 
id when finfulnes is not the way wherein they walk, though 
ſometimes they miſſe their way, and liray aſide, which when 
they doe, he will ſhew them their errours, rebuke their hearts, 
ad reduce them to the right way according to his promiſe: 
Hd thine eares ſhall heare a word behinde thee, ſaying, This is 


the way walke in it, when tho turne#t to the right hand, and EG:i.40.ut. 


_ » when thou twyne#t to the left. 

w_ 

# Verſe 21.That 1 may cauſe them that lone me,to inherit ſub- 
Barce : and I will fill their treaſures, 

\ 


TT Aftly, the excellencie,and profitablenes of the righteonſ= 
es, in the former verſe promiſed, hee proueth by the end 
efte of it which is to make vs perteAly happie : and this 
amplifieth, firft, from the marter of ir,that it is ſolid, ſtable, 
d firme,calling it ſwb5tnce, or that which is, as if all other 
ngs were rather ſhadowes and ſhewes,then matter of ſub. 
ce, Secondly, by the perpetuitie of it, with one propertie 
fic,noted in the word inherit, as if all other things were bur 
borrowed wares,and moucables,or leaſes atthe beſt, and this 
-w#/ and properly our owne, and a matter of inheritance, 

irdly,by the fulnes and plenty of it,/ will fill their treaſures, 
Wif we had al other things delivered vs ſparingly,and in ſmal- 
- number, waight,and meaſure; but this more liberally, and 

th farre more large and ample copiouſnes, Much of this is 
Sin confirmed by him in the new Teſtament, where hee 


mpareth theearth to a thing that hath no ſtay, and heauen 
an ever/afting h.tbitation; and callerh the earthly eſtate the 

| Show the heaucnly the greateſt: commodities ofche ns 
| | K 3 
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134 | PRovanBs Cha)y. 
hetearmeth the unrighteows Mammon:and poſſeſſions aboue, | 


the true treaſure, 


Verſe 22, lehouah hath poleſed me in the beginning of hi 
way,before his workes of ola. 


He ſonne of God proceeding to manifeſt himſelfe, and 
j | jo publiſh the knowledge of his divine nature, ſetteth 
foorth both the erernitie of his being to the 3e.verſe, andef 
his happincſſe,to the 32.verſe, 

The erernitie of his being is proued by this, that hee wy 
before the creation,to the 26,yerſe,at it,to the 3o.verſe, Noy 
he laith, Jehowah poſſeſſed me m the beginning of his way :]the 
etctna!l word of God was with God the Father at the begi. 
ning of his way, when by the creation ofall things hee was. 
bout to giue manifeſt and plaine teſtimonics of his Maieſti, 


and 1 was of one and the ſelfeſame efſence with him, andthe - 


holy Spirit,he then poſſeſſed mee, as his Son,and as his wiſdone, 
before his workes of old, before any thing that euer he mae 
euenthoſe which were firſt, and of all others moſt ancient, , 


Verſ.23. [was ſet vp from enerlaiting, frons the beginnin, 


or ener the earth was. 


O much, asin the lumpe, or chaos: bythe eternall decte 

of God I was ordained,and had as ſure a calling,as if I hat 
been annointed te the offge of Kingdome, Priefthood, ant 
Prophecie, to bee Mcdiatour for, and head of the Churchi 
timeto be founded, audeuerlaſtingly to be laued, 


Verſe 24. Wh:# there were no depths I was begotten : wh 
there were no fountames ſpringing with water, 


Verſe 25.Before che monnrames were ſetled: beforg thehil 
was / begotten, | 


VV Hen there were no depths was I begotten, and to 
. aiterthe manger of men, brought foorth ; _2 
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*2 worthie to bee conſidered, as firſt thedepehes, thar is to fay, 
© Randing waters make their abode, all which are receptacles, 


. are contained, which otherwiſe would ouerflow the carth, 


»fields, nor the height of the duit of the earth, 


-fignifieth che head, meaning the moft delicate or principall 
- -pantsof the earth, which by a IZenonymic, or maar, ras 


Verſe.26. ProvaERss. . 135 


perſon fromthe perſon of my Father fromall eternity, andto 


The perticulars of the creation here reckoned vpare very 


* channels wherein the ſeas and riuers runne, and whercin the 


and as it were the yeſlels and cifternes wherein the warers 


- andmake ityofic both for man, and other beaſts to liue ypon: I: 
ſecondly,the fownt.rines, which are asrhe eyes ( for ſo the He- 
brew word ſignificth) through which the {eas doe looke out 
here and there among the hils ; and as the iſſues of the ſeas 
by which they ſend forth waters, which being deliuered from 
their ſalt and brackiſh taſte, by being Rrained through the ' 
earth,ſerue men, and other creatures for ſingular and infinite 
vſes,of moiſtening, cooling,andcleanfing, &c, And becauſe 
they are ſo vſeful,God doth as well repleniſh them with plen- Cholalti, 
* tic of water,wherewith it is ſaid here.they abound,or be grear 
with: the ſhmilitude is taken from female luine creatures, 
which in competent time after their concepr1on, are ready to 
bring torth their young which they 20e with, 
* Thethirdisthe mownraines, of which kee ſaith, that they 
* are ſer/ed, thc Hebrew word ſaith,dr-yred: that is to (ay, laid 
* ſodeepely, that the rootes and bottomes of them lye inthe 
* ſeas : and the leſſer bils alſo,as in the reſt, his glorious worke- 
manſhip appeareth., | 


CMangi.te 
voth, 


Verſ. 26. While as yet he had nat createdthe earth, nor the 


F PE next (after mention of the carth made and perfited ) 
> 4 is the = field, or countrey, the plaine, or champion, 
= whichis fit for corne,graſſe,trauelling, carriage, &c, hee cal- 
® leth theſe the beight,or top of the duFt of the world, The word Roaſh, 


cc 


>» calleththe dw#t of rhaworld. 
$- K 4 Thus 


Verſe 27.2 
on: wherei 
low-work 
Scriptures : 


x36 PxovEerss. Chaps, ® 

Thus we ſee Chriſt preferring himſelfe in priority of time, ' 
and conſequently incuery other reſpeR before all creatures 
where the principall thing which hee profefſerh concerning 
himſelfe are his erernall communion with his father, who euer and that we 
hath,and doth enioy him,and his chiefe poſſeſſion, and next his wasin the b 
eternall dcfignationto the officeof the Mediatorſhip: laſtly 2 without it v 
his ecernall generationto be the ſonne of God, Wee ſee all = agreeth wi 
the creatures with whom he doth compare himſelfe,general. |  &74es tha 
ly the wholeearth,firft imperfe,v.2 3.ſecondly finiſhed, y,26 they be thr, 
and perticularly the deprhes. ſprigs, hils, fields, &c, And all * werecreate 
is in effeR as if he ſhould ſay, /chowah poſſe ſed me,in and before by bimall t, 


the begmning of hisway : then when he begun to manifeſt and God,firlt,i 
make himfelfe knowne by the creation of the wor/d,beforche —— WAFErS; An 
wrought any of his workes, before hee could ſay then | that that he pr c 
is, betore all time: and from the very beginning 1 Ws 8th > and garui 

nointed,and ſer vp, having wetderfull power and authorily neſſc and c 
with him : more perticularly, when there was yet no eanh, © face of the 
that is,no maſle of water,nor earth, which is the matter of il _ 7; fiour bod 


maſle, was [ begotten : before there were any fountaines lads © we have al 
with water ; before the great mountaines, which are as it wer © he eftabliſh 


things ; before there was any depth, which is one part of tha | ; he was ther 


the foundation ofthe dry land were fixed : and before theleſl- - $ word of h 
ſer hils was / borne, and had my being ; before the Lord had * ©? breake,no1 
made the earth,or the fields abroad, and the moſt commod- = nablie, but 
ous,delightfull and goodly places ofthe world, > themto po 
Touchiu 

Verſ. 27. When he prepared the heauens, I was there :whin the earth, 

* and of theſ 


he - - R_ = face of the depthes. HE 
erl. 28, ben hee eftabliſhed the clouds aboxe : | <cepe.Keep 
eftabliſhedthe fountaines of ara ay — ; hehadfer! 


Verſ. 29. When he gaue to the ſea his decree,that the water: © immodera 
ſhould not paſſe hi; commandement: when he appointed the foums © benefic wh 
= eththe wat 


datron of the earth, . 

= be ynrulie, 

= the premiſes our Sauiour Chrift declareth that hee in his aw ir,he 

exiſtence, ature,office,and perſon waseternally before the : how farre 1 

crcation,and inthele yerſes that be wasprelſetic at the. creati- ©; the wazers 
Þ 4 on | & ff 


Perſe 27.28.29, ProvaRs. 137 
on: wherein we muſt know that he was alſo an agent,and fel- 
low-worker with the father, and ſo much is teftified in the 


_— wt 


* aid that word was with God and that word was God. The ſame 
7 wasin the beginumg with God, All things were mage by it, and 
2 without it was made nothing that was made. And Saint Pawl 

* agreeth with himio the ſame point: By hum were all things 


 —WUIinx 


they be thrones,or dominions principalities,or powers, all things 

* were created by him,and for him; and he u before all thmgs,and 
by bim all things conſift. And herein herelateththe workes of 
God, firlt,in the heauen ; ſecondly, inthe aire ; thirdly, inthe 
waters; and laſtly, inthe earth. Touching the firſt, it is ſaid 

© that he prepared the heauens, viz, God the Father both made 
> andgarniſhed them ina beautifull manner : and for the large- 
* neſſe and circuit of crhemitis ſaid, hee ſer them to compaſſe the 
© face of the depth,viz., to ſurround andencompaſſe all theinfe= 
> riour bodies, both of the watcr andearth; and of himiclfe,thar 
| ; be was there,notas an idle peRator, bur as a ioynt-worker, as 


— 6 3 _ ©S©'.* 


n= TT oe ® GB = a 


— 
_- 


= we haue alrcadie proved. Touching the ſecond it is ſaid, that 
* heeftabliſhed the clouds, viz. appointed and ſer them by the 
* word of his power in the firmament, that they might not 
©. breake,nor fail downe, or be diſſolued vntimely and vnſcaſo- 
= nablie, bur kept and preſerued there, vnrill hee would haue 

_* themto powredowne their dew, or raine. 
Touching the third, he firft mentionerh the waters within 
the earth,v:z. the great depths, alnio\t borromlefle gulphes; 
: andoftheſc it is {aid,that hee efablihed the fountaines of the 
: deepe keeping them within the bounds and compaſſes which 
> hehad fer them belowin the ground, and notto breake our 
* Immoderately,to the annoyance of the earth, for the vie and 
>. benefic wherero they were created : and ſecondly hee ſpecifie 
> eththe waters yponthe carth, ro which, becaule they would 
= be ynrulie, and ouerwhelme the dry land,and all the creatures 
> vpon it,he gauc h& decree forthe bounds and lifts of the ſame, 
=, howtarce ic ſhayld goe,and how farre it ſhould not goe,rhat 
*: the wazcrs thezrof ſhouldnot paſſe his command, exceed the 

= ? 
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Scriptures : for S.. lohn ſaith, /n the beginning was that word, loh.1.1.243+ 


” ereatedthat are in heaxen or earth, viſible or inniſible, whether Cola.1t6.17. 
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limits wherewith he had bounded them : bee vſeth a Proſe 
peia, aſcribing a perſon to the ſeas, and:compareththemy 
ſcruants,or ſubics which receive commands from their{y 
periour, Thelike ſaying is alſo yttered by the Lord himſel 
in lob, Who hath ſhut vp the ſea with doores when it brake for 
a if it had iſſed ont of the wombe ? when 1 brake vp for it 
decreed placty and ſer barres and doores ; and ſaid, Hither, 
ſhalt thou come, and no further ; and heere ſhall thy proud way 
be ſtayed. Touching the laſt, it is ſaid, he appointed the found, 
tions of the earth,viz,, made it ſo firme & Qable,that it ſhoul 

erpetually remaine immoueable, The ſenſe of all this is,zj 
he {ſhould haue ſaid, When [chouab made and R— the 
heauens,and ſet them as a circle drawne about the earthyther, 
and there was I working and framing them with him: whe 
hee faſtened the clouds aboue, and fountaines which arc{ 
ſtrong, as, though the waters of the deepe bee great andyis 
lent, yetare they not broken vp: likewiſe when hee madeth 
ſeas, and appointed bounds and limits thereunto by a ſtatur 
andlaw, beyond whichit cannot paſſe, and when heeplact! 
the carth, that, although it har.g wonderfully vpon nothing 


yet is ſo firmeand immbueable,as if it were raiſed ypon a lu; | 


and ſtrong fonndation, an{werable ro the building : wheni! 
theſe things were done, then, and there was ], not as tolook 


yponthem,butto aſſociate the Father,and the holy Ghoſt: |; 


working, 


Verſ. 30. Then was I by him, as one brought vp with bn 
«nd I was daily bis delight, ret yeing alway before him, 

Verl. 31. Reioycing inthe habitable part of the earth :v 
delights were in the ſons of men, 


H Auingthus ſet forth and proued his eternity, he proctt 
deth to ſer forth his felicity, partly in the delight whic 
he both gaue to hisFather,and received from him beforei) 
world: whereinalſois to be ynderſtood thatthe holy Spitt 
the third perſon in Trinity, communicateth with thembot 
and partly inthe delight which ſince the world was ay" 

take: 
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© Bberefore; as if he ſhould haue ſaid, Wherefore, 


\. cer 


Perſe 32+ ProvaeREs. 139 
aketh in the world. generally, and ſpecially in the ſonnes of 


Tele child,porting & playing before his father. The latteris ſer 


Zdowne,firſt,in one of the ſame borrowed ſpeeches, /aughing, 


and ſporting in the habituall part of the earth, that is, raking 


* pleaſure in checrearures, beholding therein the fruit of the 


mot abſolute wiſedome, power, and goodneſſe of the whole 


-Trinitie. And ſecond!y inplainer ſpeech, my delights, yea my Shagwaſhug= 
*doubledelight is in the ſonnes of men, as they were all firlt yg, 


formed and faſhioned in eAdam, bearing before his tall the 
Narwpe and print of Gods image, for wiſedome, holineſle, and 
Tightcouſneſſe; and foreſeeing, andpreordaining that glori- 
"ous eſtate whereunto they were to be reſtored after mansfall, 
*tdbee made like ynto himſelfe, and to bee incorporated into 
-*him, and with him, by the merit of his fufferings,and obedi- 
ence, together with the efficacie of his ſpirit, and grace to in- 
heric holineſſe, honour,and immortality for cuer. 


"tho 


Verſ.32. Now therefore, O ye children, hearken to me : for 
bleſſed are they that keepe my waies, 


——_— hauing propounded her heauenly doQtine, 
8 commeth now to make vſe of ic, and to apply it by 
*exhorration to her children, The ſumme of her exhortation 
is,that for as muchas ſhee is ſo excellent, as hath been fore 
delivered; therefore they ſhould hearken vnto her,and walke 
"In her waies; heare her doQrine,and continue in her precepts, 


wala A durtic : 
Andin this rg, irft, briefly ſer downe, 
Arcaſon of it Fr hen more art large 
laid forth, 
The dutie is briefly ſet down in theſe words ; My children, 


$earken to mee : the dutic is inferred vponthe yn now 
ecing the mat= 


C 


men, The forme: is tet downe in borrowed ſpeeches,wherein Amor, 
Wapplying himſelfeto our capacity, hee compareth himſelfe co Meſhache- 
Zan nurſling, ſmiling and la!1ghing with his nurſe; and co alit« keth, 
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ter whereof I ſpeake is ſo excellent ; ſceing all wiſedome, 
knowledge,counſell,ftrengeh,&c. arc mine,& I beitow then ® 
with riches,and honours alſo on thoſe thar loue mee, ſeeing © 
J am the eternall Sonne of Goo, Creator of the world; pe. 
fedly happy in my ſelfe,and yet delighting in the ſons ofmen, 
it concerneth you to kearken vnto mc, | 

Vntothis he addeth a reaſon taken from the effe, bleſy  gontrary i 
are they that keepe my waies : whichis a1) argument of great} «  ghtention 
weight and force that can be vied. For what is itthat allmy feribing, t 


erſe 34. 
Verl. 2 


ily at 3) 


Ere| 
# bleſj 
hich be 


ſceke bur happineſle ? © * comparilc 
- Waite day 
Verſ.33. Heare inftrution,and be wiſe,refuſe it not, Eouncel!: 


dto get 
Hun: thus briefly laid downe the exhorration, andth; the coſta 
promiſe; he amplifierh both : and firlt the exhortatinm, MN 
wherein he perſwadeth to three things : the firſt is, that n+ Verl. 2 
heare inftruftion, becauſe they that will hearken to himmul 
heare his inſtructions, yea rebukes and correRions allo ( - 
need (o require) for hercin eſpecially ſhe makerh triall ofou 
obedience. A baſtard will after a ſort ſometimes heare ds. 
Etrine and conſolation ; but he is a naturall ſonng of wiſdom: 
that will hearken to her checkes and reproofes. The ſecondiy 
and bewiſe, which is the effet of Wiſdomes 1nſtruQion, ard 
reprehenſion : for the word of God is able to make vs wiſeto 
ſaluation ;and therefore aduilingto be wiſe,he inciteth vsto 
thoſe meanes whereby we may attaine vnto wiſedome. The 
third is,refsſe not;the-word ſignifieth both ro put away,and's 
fall away, or to make adefeGion. It is a great indignity oft:el 
ynto Wiſedome, to refuſe andput her away, when ſhee offe- 
reth her ſelfe to vs in her inſtruRions, and worthie are theyto 
periſhin their folliethagfhall ſo doe : but it is yer a more» 
worthie thing, haujngin ſome-ſort yeelded tp her, to revol 
from her,and caſt her off; for ſhe ncuer giuethco any mantit 
leaſt cauſe ſoto deale withher, 


ith faith 
h of my 


Veil 34 


erſe 34.35.36 PrROveRss. 14t 
Verſ. 24. Bleſſed is the man that heareth mee: watching 


then ily at my gates waiting at the poſts of my doorer, "of 

ecing : 

; Ptt- Ere he amplificth the promiſe, ficlt afhrming that.hee is ol 

men, bleſſed that performech ihe dutic of hearing wiſedome, | 
hich be proucth by the reward. inthe next verte, and by the 

eſe « pntrary in) thelatt, And firft, in this verſe hee Cefcriverh that 


eat} © Feention and hearing of wiſedome by the manner of it, pre= 
I men feribing therein aſſiduity, and continuall atcendance by a Fl 
* * compariſon take? from thecuſtome of clients and luters, who 
Waite day by day,and houre by houre, at the gates of Princes, 
CGouncellors,and other great men, to exhivite their petitions 


4 to get their cauſes favoured, heard, and ended, which is 


1d the coeMant exercile of religious leruices, | 
ation, Y : 
eee. 8 Ver. 25. For who ſo findeth me, findeth life ; and ſhall eb- 
\mul re faxonr of the Lord. 
lo (i © 
of He reward promiſedto ſach.as hearken vnto wiſedome : 
ed, © A fortheir bleſſedneſſcis /ife it felfe, Hee that findeth me : 
Jome «| ich atcaineth to the ſound and fauing knowlzdge of mee a 
ndis © th faith,and layech hold on me by faith, avd communica» 
\ and h of my graces by the ſpirit, /nderh lrfe,iz,, both enioyerh 
iſe certaine aſſurance and-comtort of eternall life for, 1 am, 
aaa th hey the reſurreflion ardthelife rt [am the way, the truth, loh.1 1.25. 
'The the life : he aidcth that ſuch. doe get farour of the Lord, and I-h.14.16. 
ds ichis the cauſe of life defore promiſed, and che very life of __ 
fed E ic {elie, according tothe ſaying of Dauid, T by /oning hind- Plal.6z' 3. 
off. fe better then life, | 
_ yy erſ, 36. But bee that ſinneth againt mee, Wwrongeth his 
eyolt p< ſoule 7 all they that bate me fone denh, 
ha Aſtly, hee both cleereth and confirmeth his former pro« 
miſc by the contrary; where hniag againſt »1ſedome, 
134 poled to the hearkeniog to her,and finding of her, For 


no.. 
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no man findeth her not, bur he that cither wilfully refuſerht 
ſecke her, or contumeliouſly reieeth her, offering her ſelf 
* ynto him : and wronging his owne ſoule, is oppoled to Fndin 

of life : for as the one is recompenced from Gods free gift, ( 
the other is puniſhed for his owne deſert,and through his wil 


fulnes doth open iniurie and violence(as the word importeth) Þ 
vnto himſelfe, vnto his life, vnto his ſoule, by throwing bot F 


ſoule and bodic headlong into perdition, fo that hee muþ 
needes be found acceffarie ro his owne death,deltruCtion, and 


damnation, The ſame in effe& is deliwered in other tearmes, ['# 
in the latter part of the verſe, where they that reiect wiſdom F 


are charged to hate her: (tor indeed none bur her encmies doe 
deny her entertainment) and they that labour not to findthy 
euerlaſting life, haue this imputation laid vpon them bÞviſe. 
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dome (who knoweth all things, and can belt iudge of cue. I} 
thing) to /oxe death, which they doe in effect, though not in | 
affeQions : for they loue the poyſon of finne which will bring © 
death,the eating whereof is as ſure as death : and in this ſenſe | 3 
the fondeſt parents which in extreame indulgence forbeareto | 
giuetheir children correction, are faid to hate them, becaul | 


they doe the worke of hatred by negleCting the dutie of 7 


CEE rr I —_—  —  ——_— 


 CHaPTER, IX. 


— 


His Chapter doth containe a briefe recapitul- 
tion or ſummariealmoſt of all the former eight 
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Chapters : containing, firſt, the holy inſtruct © 
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or great Lady making a banquet, Second)y, 


ons of wiſedome, in the 


"» 
the decciueableand enticing flatterings of finfulnes and folly, 


in the perſon of a ſmooth and guilefull harlot. 
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Verſe 1. Wiſedome hath built her houſe, and hewen out her 
ſenen pillars, 


Iſedome, or wiſedomes| viz. The moſt abſolute and 
V ſoueraigne Wiſedome,the Lord leſus Chriſt, who is 
the perfect wiſedoime of his Father, (hatb built her houſe that 
1s,the Chutch, which is ſo called, r.Tim.3.1 5. (ana hewen ont 
her ſenen pilfars ) that is, hath moſt hrmely tounded,and perpe=- 
tually ſupporteth it with his owne hand : whichis more pow- 
erfull for it, then many pillars and burtreſles are to ſuſtaine a 
ZE materiall building : whereby alſo is intended, that the Chur- 
X ches ſaferie is accompanied with beautie, as hauing pillars 
hewen outand poliſhed,and not made of rough ſtones w ith- 
out garniſhing. And this the Lord doth,and publiſherh,thar 
/- 228 his people ſhould ſeek and ſerve him with boldnes, and hope, 
"2X. without dread of danger or contempr, as being called vnto a 

ZE place ſo ſure and glorious, 


Verſe 2, She hath killed ber viſtaals,mingled ber wine, aud 
prepared her table, : 
M fn was made before of wiſedomes houſe, and the 
frength of it: and here of her hoſpicalicie and houle- 
keeping init; where heau&ly things are repreſented by earth- 
*F1y,and the bounticand magnificence of the Lord, by the plen- 
28 tifull prouiſion of a hberal feaſt-maker. For the graces of his 
= $pirir, by the miniſteric of the word, are compared to daintie 
& meates, and delicious wines, either ſpiced, or mingled with 
WF choice kindes of coole waters, whereby inthoſe hot countries 
ave were much refreſhed, Whereunto is added the'circum- 
tance of readineſſe; that there neederh no tariance or long 
Waiting, bur al things are in order,and commodiouſly prepa- 
red for preſent refection of the gueſts. Our Sauiour Chriſt 
vttercth a like parable in the Goſpell with the ſame circum- 
flance,faying, Tell them which arebidden; Bebold, l hane pre- Math. 23.4, 
peared my dinner; mine oxen,and my fatlings are killed, and all 
things are'rendy : come viſto the mariage, This illuſtration of 


the 


Iſai.z5.6. 
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tic cheare,is frequent in the Scriptures both as well intheold 
Teſtament as in the new : as for example,we may reade inthe 
prophecic of /ſatah : In this monntaine (meaning bis Church, 
according as he doth in this place)ſhall the Lord of hoaſts male 
toallpeopie a feaſt of fat things; a fealt of wine on the lees, of 
fat things full of marrow,of wine on the lees well refined, 


| Vetſe 3. She hath ſent foorth her maides,and crieth von thy 
higheſt places of the citie, 


N the former words was ſhewed what preparation wiſdon 

made for her feaſt az home, and in theſe what courſe ſhets. 
keth to invite the guells abroad, Her maides are ſent forth 2; 
meſſengers into the (treers,and gates and mat ket place, which 
commonly are frequented with greatcſt multicude and con. 
courſe of people, to call as many as they can meete with :not 
that maides or matrons or any women are allowed to be mi. 
niſters : but he proſecuteth rhe allegorie, every parr of it cor. 
reſpondent & futable ro other, As Chrili himſelte,vnder(lood 
by wiſedome, is compartd to a Ladie : ſo his Prophets, Apo. 
files, Paſtors,and Teachers,arc relembled ro maides, which in 
regard of ſex are molt mcete to waite vpon women, Forin 
that place of Matthew where hee is ſaid ro be a King,thatis, 
the fealt-maker, his mefſengers ae termed men-feruants,aud 
not maides or women, 


Verſe 4. ho ſo is ſimple let him come huher,and to him thit 
#5 deſiitmte of wiſedome ſhe ſpeaketh. 


HE: is adeſcription of the pucfis þ be meet for this feal, 
which in ſhew ſceme molt vameetre, as being molt vs 
like the miltrefle of the feaſt : an theſe are ſnple pertons,de- 
fiture of ſpiritual vnderſtanding. yer ſo as they fecle the want 
of knowledge, and the weight of their ignorance, and leane 
no longer on worldly wiſedome. For their caſe doth moſt 
all rcquire ſupplie conſidering thgir neceſſhue, and theic wil 


moſt 


Chap.g, 
the Goſpel by the reſemblance of a ſumptuous feaſt, and gain. 
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moſt greedily (as T may ſay) deuoure and eate of wiſedomes 


, delicate inſtructions, and none will be more thankfull to ac- 
the knowledge her fauours then they,as finding her ſo gratious 
rch, and mercifull ynto them : contrary to the contrary ſort of ig- 
vate norant perſons, whoſe blindnes cauſeththem to thinke that 
%,if they are not blinde : and their affamiſhment hath vtrerly kil- 


ledtheir appetites, ſo that their ſoules doe loathe and abhorre 
all wholeſome foode; and therefore they take them for their 
greateſt enemies, who offer any reliefe vntothem, 


end 
ba 
F- 
A. 


Verſe 5, Come and eate, and drinks of the wine that I hawe 
S mixed. 


ha He exhortation which Wiſedome vitered by her maides 
y T; againe repeared, to expreſſe the ſcrious defire and true 

# meaning ofthe meſſengers, and miftris in calling of the gueſts; 
= and to let them know allo that as they are bidden by way of 
F invitation, ſo they are commanded by way of ſummons, and 
=Z therefore to addrefle themſclues thereunto with all expedi- 


000 B'S tion. And becauſe it is not their preſence onely that is requi= 

$: Fred, bur a profitable vſe-making of the vndeſcrued fauour that 
" | Fis ſhewed vnto thery, therfore they are before hand informed 

"" | Fro what end they are ſent for; to cate and drinke of the deli- 

- WF cates prepared : which is to receiue the merits and graces of 

an F FChriiſt,withthe promiſes of God,and to make them their own 

Sby faith,and perticular application, 
hat | 


Verſe 6, Forſakg the fooliſh,and line 1e,and walks in the way 
of iſedonee, 


Ow ſhe giueth rules of direion to them that were cal- 
led,the better to fit them for her familic : as firſt for their 
S-2mpanie, that ſince they are to haue ſocictie with the Saints 
P"the Church, they are to ſeparate themſelues from the ſiuners 
df the world, Whereunto ſhe perſwadeth them by the good 
ﬀeQ enſuing, that the gaine of euerlaſting life will counter- 
"ailc and ouerpoiſe thelofſe of all worldly and fleſhly _ 
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The otheris for conuerſation, that for 2s mich asthey or, 
to dwell with wiſedome (for all the gueſts are domeiticalland 
of the houſhold) that therefore 3!) cheir waics and behawour 
be holy and agreeable to wiſedome, 


Verſ. 7. He that reb»eth a ſcorner. rurchaſerh to himſelf 
ſhame » he that rebuheth the wicked gett: B) himſclfe a blot, 


Itherto hath been ſherwed how the m: Age of aluation 
F Was ſent by (_hri't, 2nd biought by 11S Min {ters : now 
here is declared how it is rece1ned of the people, Ard fiſt, be 
brirgeth ſuch as be vncapable of it.namely,de ſperarc Wicked 
men, being altogether incurable, whom the Scripture tex. 
meth {cernets Andtheſe will arcempt to blemiſh and ſhany 
all choſe that ſhall admcniſh them, As charging them (one. 
times with arrogancie, malice, indiſcretion and hypocrife; 
ſometimes with ſchiſme, ſedition, couctouſnetle, and other 
miſdemeanous : and if theſe impurations can rake no hol! 
on them,as grounded on no probability, then they fall ypor 
the'r meane cſtate,and parentage, and educarion : for fothe; 
dealt with the Lord Ieſus Chrift himſelfe : Mat. 1 2.35, [nr 


this the Carpenters Son,'s not his mother called Mari? 


Verf. 8. Rebuke not a ſcorner, leſt he hatethee,c5c, | 


N the former verſe was ſhewved, how [corners vſeto del 

with them that rebuke them) : and here the holy Ghoſttes 
cheth how we muſt deale with ſcorners : namely, fichence ut 
ſhall needleſlelie ftirre vp hatred againft our felnes, andpe- 
forme no good tothem, that therefore wee defilt tromihrn, 
and letthem alone, Wherein norwithflanding good culcret 
on is to be vſed,that nonewhich'tnay bee corrigible beret 


PE OE ON 


cted for a ſcorner,but ſuch as vpon ſufficient trial haue dec 
redrhemſclues by a continued obſtinacieto be fo, Andinth 
caſe alſo though priuate reproofes are xo bee ſpare«!, yet mi 


they publikely be porſued by the mitifitie, and cenſured!) 
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that their contemptuouſneſſe ſhould purchaſe fauour to their 
rebellion, and liberty for them to finne freely without con+ 
trolement? As the example of their licentiouſnefſe and obſi- 
nacie is a precedent of cuill ro many, ſo ler the ſtroke of their 
puniſhment and diſgrace be atertour to all, 


Verſ\. 8. But rebuke a wiſe man,and he will loue thee, 
9. Gimme admonition to the wiſe and he willbe the wiſer : teach 
arighteons man,and he will encreaſe in learnin 0. 


Ow he commeth onthe contrary ſide to commend the 

competent hearers of Wiſcdome, vpon whom good leſ- 
ſons are well beftowed. Andrthey are deſcribed, firlt by thcir 
willing recciuing of inſtruction, that they loue them the ber= 
ter that ſhall dealeplainely withthem. Second!y,by the good 
yſe they make of it, encreafing bothin knowledge and pra. 
lc of vnderftanding,and therefore are calicd wiſe and righ« 
teous,For in a ſeaſonable and faithfull reproote,a man of wiſe 
dome will diſcerne the loue and vpright attection of the re- 
proucr,who wiſheth ſo wel vnto him,as that he will conceale 
nothing from him,which may tend to his hurt ; and theretore 
detecterh whatſoeuer perill his ſouleis in, and the miſchicfe 
thatis like to befal him touching his eſtate or credit,or ought 
elſe that is deere ynto him, And conſequently entertaining ſo 
good an opinion of himthat beltowerh the admonition, hee 
muſt needs yalue his counſell accordingly, and make his beſt 
benefit thereof with conltant progrefle in ſound iudgement 
and goodueſle, 


Verſ,10, The beginning of wiſedome ts the ſeare of the Lord, 
and the knowledge of boly men is vuderſtanding, 


Hs ſo much commended Wiſedome and ſo earneſtly 
pertwaded men voto it,he ſheweth now whercin it doth 
conlitt thar men might not be decciued by the counterteit co- 

lour of t,deſcribing it: 
Fult, by che macrer,tharis, true piety and religion, called 
L 2 coammone 
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comonly in the word, the feare of God, becauſe itis an eſſen. 
tiall part thereof: andthis isnora caſe contingent,as theugh 
wiſedome and piety might fomerimes conct!re in ove perſon 
and ſometimes bee difſeuered : but neceſſarie and perperyall 
the one being alwaies the beginning of the other, 

Secondly,by the manner,that is,not the knouw!e doc of ny. 
eurall chings that is in Philoſophers:nor the knowledge ofci. 
vill affaires that is in Polititians : nor the hiſtoricall and arti. 
ficiall knowledge of points of religion that is in hypocrites; 


. but the mylticall knowledge of the myiteries of taluation, 


which the [picit of God doth reucale to the hearts of Chrillj 
ans. Whereas the holy Ghoſt ſpeaketh ar large inthe Epilily 
tothe Corinthians, Chap, 2.9,10.11, The th ngswhichey 
hath not ſcene, neither eare hath heard, neuther came intoman 
beart,are which God hath prepared for them that lone him Bu 
God hath renealed them vnto vs by his ſpirit, 


Ver. 11. For thy daies ſhallbe multiplied by me,and the Jeer! 
of thy life ſhall be augmented, 

12. if thou bee wiſe, the ſhalt bee wiſc for thy ſelfe : ani? 
thon be a ſinner thou alone ſhalt ſuffer, 


OE deſcription of wiſedome, whereby it maybe 
rightly diſcerned,js here propoled the profir and rewad 
of it, whereby we are per{waded to imbrace1t : and thatis, 
Firſt,in a peculiar, namely,lorg lite : which is not ſotobet 
vnder{tood as though it were perpetual,and fo ofabſolutent- 


ceffity : for then good men mult grow to be o!d men, and4l | 


which die young, ſhould die wicked and da.nned : but tha 
God haththe keeping of their hues in ſuch good fafety x 
they ſhall nener be taken away before due ſeaſon : they ſhal 
not die {o ſoone, as that it would bee better for themto liue 
longer : norliue ſo long,zs that it might be hurtfull they dicd 
not ſooner. The point doth Ehphaz trulic expound to /ob,and 
all other rightcous perſons: Job 5. 26, 7 how ſhals goe tothy 


grane in afull age,as a crop of corne commeth in due ſeaſonint! | 


tbe barne, Now all graine is not of cquall proportion of 
- growl 
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growth : ſome is ſowne before. others, and yet is cut downe 


» # 2fterthem : ſome is ſowne after others, and commeth to ma- 
y; L turity before them:ſo that good husbands diſpoſe not of their 
lt 3 harueſt by meaſure oftime,bur by theripeneſle oftheir corne: 


and two extremities they prouidently auoide; neither roo 
# baſtily ro inne the fruites of their fields or trees, for ſo they 
fa. 'Z would wither away: neither to deferre the gathering of them 
afterthey bee ripe, for ſo they would drop off, and ſhed,and 


Y grow to rotrennefle, Afterwards he declareththe recompence 
ion þ Þ& ofwiſdomein generall:tharche poſleſſhion and praQtiſe there- 
*y of is not onely a ſeruice to God, nor alone for his fake ſo often 
" required : but redoundeth alſo to theprofit of them that bee 
, - owners and performers ot 1t. And to this is oppoſed the con- 
> | FF crary ſtate of thoſe peruerſe and wilfull ſcorners,that howſoe- 
Tu ver their defire and purpoſe isto doe miſchiefe to others, yet 
"I Þ allthcirmalicereturnerh on their owne heads, 
oa Ver 12, A fooliſh woman is alwaies babling, ſhoe is (gno« 
| rant and knoweth nothing. 
Hus much hath been ſpoken of wiſdoms wholſome ban- 
quer, which the Lord to that end propoſed, that wee 
hes might beallured vnto it, Now followeth che feaſt of Folly, 
a "FF which ſhe maketh ro the end, that ſhe may poyſon her guelis, 
[I and God diſcouereth, for this purpoſe that wee might auoid 
bee | F it. And here,as alſo in that which followerth, ſhee is deſcribed 
n. by her qualicies and behauiour,carrying ctheright Rampe and 
1.1 | JF Priocofan harlor. One thing is, thar ſhee is given to much 
ad F talke,tomake a. noiſe: which was the note of che whoriſh wo- 
; 


WR Chap.7.11, The meaning herc is,that ſinfulneſle and Sa= 
IF tan,by the mouthes of finfull perſons, doe pretend many rea- 


4 ſons to iuftifie any wicked cauſe, and vie cunning perſwafions 
" todraw men thereunto; as the vnchaſt woman doth flow 
1 | Þ} vithentifing ſpeeches, And though ſhe have alauiſh rongue, 


; et wee know (according as wee vſe to fay )that none isſo 
"24 ld as blind Bayard. The drift is, that che factors for follie, 

10 ſuchas labour to promote fin, be viterly deſtitute of ſaving 
+ | L 3 - ynder- 
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"50 | ProvnRBs. Chaps, 
ynderftanding, which was called before, the knowledge of 


holy men. 


Verſ.14. She ſtteth at the deore of her houſe,on a ſeate inthy 
high places of the City, 


H F continueth ſtill the allegorie,reſembling wickednef ; 


to an barlor, whoſe property is to bee abroadinth, 
ſtreets ro meet with companions, and to entice men tofollis Þ* 


by her lookes and behawmour : which alſo finne doth bye: Þ 


ſubcilties ro ſeduce mens ſoules. Andyet ſhee goethnotasa Þ 
ordinarie ftrumpet,or a vagabond, but taketh ſtate vponher 
like a courtizan, She fitteth on a ſeate in the ſtreet, which 
wontto be a figne ot honour, As lob 29.7. When I wentou | 
to the gate, through the City, when / prepared my ſeare inthy 1 


ſtreet, Andthe word fignifietha throne or chaire ofeftat, Þ* 


which was for Princes,or principall perſons, and not forme Þ ? 


of meane condition : whereby the holy Ghoſt intimaterhtha Þ* 
finne ſecucethnot onely by ſmooth and ſubrill allurement, Þ* 
bur by high place,and great countenanc, as hauing many Ne. 
bles,and great Potentatesto be heragents, 


-3-Yy 
_ * 


, 
4 + 


Verſ. 15. Tocallthem that paſſe by the way, that goe right | 


on their way, 


"5 :s is the endand purpoſe of her being inthe ſtreets, To oY 


doe n»:ſchiefe there: not onely to confirme and harden 
ſuchas bee already entred into leaud courles, but to peruer 


and draw away thoſe thar be enclined to any goodnefſe, ks 7 


Saint Peter obſrucd : 7 hey ſpeake great ſwelling Words of v4 | 
wity,alluring through the Inſts of the fleſh, through much wan. © © 
tonneſſe thoſe that were cleane eſcaped from them that live mer. | © 
ronr,promiſnig them | berty, and they themſelnes are ſernan! 

ef corruption, For whiles the diuell holderh wicked menfalt | * 
in their wickedneſlſec, hee doth bur as it were keepe his owne, Þ® 
which like to tame fowlecs are alwaies readie at his hand,to 5 
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Verſe17.18.19. Provaerss. I51 
hopes into his ner, he ſeemerh to make a prey of Gods game, 
andto catchthat which was erſt lowne from him, 


Verſ. 16. Who ſo is ſimple,let him come hither and whoſoe= 
wer is voide of vnderftandmg to him ſhe ſpeaketh, 


ache Vi ſo ts ſimple,&c.\ That is, which being ignorant 
" 11;, Wo V diſcerneth not his blindneſflce, but hath conceite of 
vher X wiſedome and knowledge. 
»n i Let him come hither, &c,] To the companie, counſell, and 
IF praQtiſe of Follie. And to him that is deititute of vnderſtan- 
XZ ding ſhe ſpeaketh,viz.. that haue no knowledge of their owne, 
+, | & nor beewilling to goeto Wiledomes houſe to get any. Shee 
1th | EKnoweththar hll;e men (deuoide of heauenly knowledge al- 
2X chough they abound with naturall wit, ard fleſhly policie ) 
'© & arccaſfily encreated to hearken to her perſwafions, and to bee 
& alluredto her baites: and therefore direerh her ſpeech to 
FF chem with vndoubred hope of ſucceſle, both to rake, to hold 
No. BY faſt, and to kill them : whereas thoſe which are indued with 
2 holy wiſedome will cither ſuſpe& her inchanting call, and 
keepe off farre from her, or elſe breake hernet, and eſcape a« 
way ypon the {ſight of their perill, notwithitanding that ſome- 
times they beinſnared by her 


Verſ.17. Stollen waters are ſweet and hid bread is pleaſant, 


f Ion verſe containethan euecnt that followeth their yecl- 
4 ding to Follies allurements, that at the firſt they find de- 
ligh al pleaſure,and great conrentation in their entertaine- 
ment, 
| He alludeth,as it ſeemeth, to the diſorders that are wont to 
JF be in harlors houſes, wherein at the meeting of companions 
* Whey vſe to hauc a feaſt,and all the proviſion is of tollen uffe, 
WEither ſeruants filch from their maſters, or otherwiſe they 
© Keale from their neighbours, hennes, and geeſe, and duckes, 
2X andconnies, and veniſon,and ſuch _ as they can come 
2 by : which is called his food, becauſe ast ey cannot iuſtific ir 
5 L 4 O 


_— 


, ge © © 4 - 4 
_ << AEX * om 
- OS: CO” om CO—— TY” a a <; 


a eg ——_ -_ s 
Ss S * - as _ : —_— 
i 4 , PX" 
<*d4" 4 a 2% + 4 


l - 
x" 
Fa) » 
ho 
— a 
SW 
= : 
4 F, a. 
hs - _ Y 
. - = - 
o q 


= — _—- _ 
, - C : - 
F: \ a f >: «> 


Os OPT uo WET... 


ProvBess. Chap.1o, 


ſo they dare not let ir be ſcene, but dreſſe it couertly, andeate 
it ſecretly in the mid(t of the night, in the moſt inward and 
clot roome of the whole houſe. And whatſoever is ſo got 
ten,aiid cheremade ready is very delicious ynto them,though 
1t weic but bread and water, | 


Verſ.18, But hee knowe:b not that the dead are there, an 
that her 2 ueitsarc inthe depth of kell, 


Ere followeth another ententenfuing vpon the former, 
Huw as they had pleaſure at the firſt, ſo they muſt hays 
paineattheJaſt : as their eptertainment was with delight, { 
ſhall their reckoning be with deſtruction, It is ſaid, he byg)\verh 
ner : that is,cuery one of them that bee tractable to her call, 
haue the perill of their ſtate hid from their eyes. 

That the dead are there,&c.\ Thata\that giue themſelues 
to ſuch courſes ,arc (trangers fromthe like of God, andinthe 
power of the firſt death; and # the depth of hell, that is, are 1; 
certaine ro þce damned in theworldto come ( vnleſſe God 
give them repentance ) as if they were already in hell fire, 


CRHRaAPTES KL 


— 


Trr PARABLES OF SALOMON, 
Verl.1, A wiſe ſonmakethaglad Father ; but a fooliſh ſox 


14 4 keauineſſe to his mother, 


FA OS US 
AN 


_ GY, Arables.)That is, wiſe & orauc ſentences Write 
(79a; 8) > ten by Salomon, but inſpired by the ſpiritof 
WH 17, 5Y. God, for the information of the mind, and the 
* S/ irn({ticution of the litc,according ro the rules of 


Wiledome,TuRice, and Piety:: The other nine 

Chapters being prefixed as apreface to theſe,contained acon- 
tinued diſcome, wherein the commendation of Wiſedome, 
and the cxhorcations to many good duties Were proſecuted 
x -1 with 
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p, I9, : 
dear wich variety of arguments: whereas in theſe that follow, for 
d _ the moſt part,are ſer downe briefe ſayings, cuery verſe almoſt 


comprehcading a whole point in it felfe, nor growing vypon 
dependance of tl;at which went before, nor miniftring the oc- 
calfion of thax which commeth atter, Yer ſometimes ut falleth 
out otherwiſe, and diuers verſes together haue dependance 
one with another,as will appeare in ſomeplace of this preſent 
Chapter.: A wiſe ſonne,thar is,a vertuous and towardly ſonne 
or daughter, mketh 4 joyful father, or mother : ad a fooliſh 
ſoxne, that is,a fintull and vngratious child, is an heanineſſe, 
and griefe to his mother or father : yet icis not without cauſe 
that the mother is rather put inthe latter clauſe, thenthe fa- 
ther: for that ſex is the weaker, and more impatient of ſucha 
croſſe : and vſual'y contemptuous children be bolderto con- 
temnethe mother then the father, as Chap. 15. 20. ef fooliſh 
* man deſpiſeth his motherzas Rebeccah was moretroubled with 
Eſanthen Iſaac was; and very often the morhers by too much 
indulgence and fondnefle are meanes of their childrens vices; 
and ſoitis ſaid, A child ſet at liberty mateth bis mother aſha« 
med: Chap.29.15. 


Verl. 2, The treaſures of wickedneſſe profit notbing : but 
righteouſueſſe delinereth from death, 


He treaſures of wickedneſſe. | Thatis, the greateſt ahun- 

dance of wealth which is cuill gotten, and euill vſed, or 
poſleſſed by an cuill owner, profit nothing : doe him no good 
at anytime; but leaſt of all ar his death, or in time of milery ; 
tor foit is intended by the Artitheſis,and expreſied, Chap.11, 
14. Riches auaile not in the day of wrath, but righteonſneſſe : 
that is, vprightneſſe ofheart,and holineſl: of behauiour, de/i- 
wereth from death;chat is,from deſtruction,and all other hurt- 
full dangers, Yet not by 2ny merit of man, but by the mercy 
of Godthrough Ieſus Chrilt. By which ſaying, the Wiſe man 
would haue it inferred, thac the molt proſperous ſuccefle of 


ph, ſoa 


Write 
ritof 
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nine 


= ſinfull men in their finfull waies, although never fo gainefull, 
= dothprouc atthe laſt to be nothing worth: for their greaceft 
nic getting 


154 ProveRes. Chap.1o, 


getting (if it were of pretious itwels, as many as would fill; 
ereaſurie) is inſufficicatto ward off, and to fence them from 
the violence of miſery when it ſhall aflault chem, ortocon. 
firme their hearts ſo as they may bee able to ſuſtaine the force 
therof,and that contrarily well doing,grace,and a good con. 
ſcience (howſocuer they ſeeme for atime to bee a needleſle, 
diſgracefull,and troubleſome burthen)yera ſeaſon will come, 
the vie of them will be ſeene and enjoyed, when no weapon 
or armes, no ſword, ſhield, helmet, breſtplate, or the moſt 
compleat armour of proofe, ſhall ſo much beſtead a ſouldier 
inthe heate of the battell, as theſe will helpe the heartof; 
Chriſtian with comfort, and his ſoule with fafety, when heeis 
beſer about with perils,or muſt depart with his natural life, 


Verſ.3. The Lord will not famiſh the ſoule of the righteon: 
but he caſteth away the ſubſtance of the wicked, 


: ſow» words be inferred ypon the former,as an anſwereto 
a ſecret obieRion that might bee made againſt them: 
Why ſhould it beechought that men getno good by gathe- 
ring riches in what manner ſocuer ? They ſtand themin ficad 
in time of dearth and ſcarcity; when others that wantthem, 
though neuer ſoiuſt,areliketo periſh. Now here he ſheweth 


the caſe to be otherwiſe, Good men are not vnprouidedof Fx 


foode becauſe they are ynfurniſhed with wealth : and finfull 
men haueno aſſurance ofprouifion though they haue riches: 
for the Lord will not fameſh the ſoules of the righteoxs, thatis, 
will not ſuffer the men chemſelues to ſtarue, though they haue 
neuer fo lictle : But will caft away the ſubitance of the wicked, 
that is,he will depriuethem ofthe poſſeſſion, or ve, or yerive 
of it when they arein greateſt need, 


Verſe 4. Adeceitfull hand maketh poore : but the hand if 
the diligent maketb rich, 


His yerſe alſo containeth an anſwere to an other obiedi- 
on,which might riſe out of the words immediately go- 
ing 
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ing before. If food and maintenance be the gift of God, and 
they chat haue little ſhall be kept from wanr, &they that haue 
great ſtore ſhall be ftript of all ; to what end ſhould mentra. 
uaile and take paines? the wiſeſt way is to giue ouer all la. 
bour, Now this he refuteth by ſhewing the meanes whereby 
righteous men vſe to receiue this foode and prouifion from 
Gods hand, and that is by ſedulitie and diligence in their yo+ 
cations, And therefore he demonſtrateth the contrarie effes 
of contrarie men; namely,of {lothfull perſons, and ſuchas be 
induſtriovs and painfull. Slothfull perſons fall into ewo euils : 
the one isthe practiſe of deceirfulnes, called here adeceirfull 
hand: the other is the burthen of pouerty, which is a puniſh- 
ment inflicted epon them both for traud andidleneſſe, They 
thac bee diligent haue their reward yeelded vnto them, that 
they chrive and proſper by the labour of their hands:& though 
their wealth bee not ſo greatin quantitie, yer the ſmalneſſe 
thereof is recompenſed in quality and good vſe of it; and 
therefore is called, pretions riches, Chap. 12.27. And ſothey 
haue neither need nor diſpoſition to giue themſclues to de- 


ceirfull ſhifrs,as ſluggards, 


Verſe 5. Hee that gathereth in ſummer is a ſonne of nder- 
ſtanding : and he that ſleepeth in harueſt is a ſonne of confuſion, 


He drift of theſe words is to teach men toredeeme the 

time,and make the belt aduantage of the ſeaſons, compa- 
ring opportunitie to ſummer or haru« tt, when lie fruits of the 
earth areripe, and readie to be gathered; and the perſons to 
whom it is offered, ro husbandmen that haue commodities 
growing in the fields, And therefore as we iudge him prudent 
which fo ſtirrech himſelfe, and haſteneth his people to cut 
downe his corne,and to inne it when it is S— the weather 
is ſcaſonable: ſo God here callech him 2 fonne of vr dertian= 
ding, that is, a wiſe man, which taketh time while time ſer- 
ueth, for any good purpoſe and occafion. And as the world 
crieth ficon him that ſleepeth in harueſt,that is, doth no more 


labour ox looke to his atfaires,then if he were in a dead op, 
an 


156 PrRoveRBSs. Chap.to, 


and ſo ſuſtaineth the loſle of all his crop, by meanes whereg! 
he ouerthroweth the ſtate of all his familie : ſo the Lordtez.. 
meth him a ſonne of contulion,or which bringeth confuſion, 
thatis to ſay,miſerie and ſhame vpon himſelfe and his friends 
which ftriueth not to take his part of Gods bleſſing in dy 


ſeaſon, 


Verſ.6.Bleſſings are vpon the head of the righteous : but inj 
quitie ſhall cover the month of the wicked, 


Leſſigs| That is,all kinde of happineſle, every good git 
Bots that is fit for them, as peace, plentie,prace, and 
health,&c, All ſhall be vpon the head of the righteous: me. 
ning vpon the whole ſoule and body of eucry taichfull holy 
man, Andthey are {aid ro be onthe head, becauſe they cony 
downe from aboue,and light as it were vpon the head, and{p 
deſcend tothe other parts. But iniquitie, the vengeance df 
God executed for violence and finne, Call coucr the mouth 
of the wicked,ſhall cake away all excuſes and defences fron 
him. Now here is ſomewhat vnderſtood in the former claus, 
andexpreſlcd in the latter : and ſomewhat vnderſtood in tit 
latter, and ſupplied in the former. Bleſſings are yponthe heal 
ofthe righteous, and therefore doe open his mouth,vz.to 
praiſe God, and maintaine his owne innocencie: and iudye- 
ments (called here violence or iniquity, by a metonymie of th 
cauſe) are ypon the hcad of the wicked, and ſo cloſe vp the: 
mouth, 


Verſe 7. The memorial of the inſt ſhall be bleſſed : but ti 
name of the wicked ſhall rot, 


TE 1s one particular of the bleſſings mentioned intix 
former verſe, that that which is ncereſt to a man,as hi 
name, ſhall be ineſtimation,and-good account, The reinen- 
brance and mention ofhim being abſent aliue,and when hei 
dead,ſhall be acceprable, and with his praiſe and commends 


tion ; Bur the name ofthe wicked ts curſed, and therefore hat. 
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inhatredand deteſtation, euen as much loathed as the ſlinke 
of his carcaſ(e, that lieth rotting inthe graue, All the contu- 
mcelies wherewith the godly arc purſacd,take no effect againt 
them, co worke their perpetuall diſhonour : and albcit tor 2 
time,through ſlanders, columniations,and ſcoft:s, they are a- 
mong the ſonnes of Bclial,baſe and vile perſons, muchvilified 
8 and conemaad; yer no reports,or imputationg,noiefts or ac. 
T cihon can make chem contempribie : hee that decked chem 
with the hight of grace,maugre the malice of the djuell,and all 
# their aduerlarics, will allo adorne them with the brightnes of 


«1 


© gloric, whar practiſes foener there be to keepe then in obicu- 
© ritieand reproch, Who of all Gods people which commer their 
= waies vuto the Lord,according to his precept, have not at the 
& firlt, or at the lalt, cirher fooner, or later, their ri0%bteouſneſſe Plal.z7,6, 
© brought foor;h as the light, and their indgement, as the noone 


Z day,according to his promiſe? Andinlike manner,all che ap- 


X plauſes which are giuen ro vnworthie men, the great boaſts 


© that are made of them, well neere vniuerſally by the mouthes 


2 of all. euery man magnifying them w.th praiſes, as ſometime 


# they did the falle Prophets, and Phariſies; yer he will ſo deteRt 

® their vicious behauiour,and make them appeare ſo odious, as 
Erthar either inthe preſent, or fucure ages, they ſhall be a pro= 
Ruerbe of obloquic : or it it tall not our ſooner, their ſhame will 
Zbeimmeaſurable at the day of che Lord, and ſo ſhall be honor 
Rok the righteous, 


< Verſe 8. The wiſe in heart will receine commandements : but 
| the fooliſh m talke ſhall be beaten, 


4 

2 er wiſe in heart,&c,| That is, ſuch as haue ſauing know= 
> 4 ledge, and conſcience, willreceine commandements, will 
careand obey the word of God without replies and cauils 
gainlt it : but the fooliſh m talke, he that abuſerh his lippes to 


Wemuring and friuolous obiettions, ſhall be beaten, that is, 


| Chal be plagued for his contempr, 
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ſes of the oppoſition, in this manner : the wiſe in heart wil 3 
readily receive commandements, and therefnte ſhall be ty, * 
warded : but che toolſh in heart will be tooliſh in ralke tore, 
iet commandements, therefore hee ſhall be puniſhed, Ti 
obedient may expect ſuch 1 reatic as diligent and fairhfy! 
ſeruants receiue trom the hands of kinde and good makter, 
and ſuch as ſhitr off all ſeruices with obieEtions, replies, a, 


gainſayings,ſhal be yſed like ro contumacious and flubbo;;; _ 
bondflaues, 
cau 
Verſe 9. Hee thatwal"eth wprightly,walketh boldly : but ly ns 
that permerteth his waies ſhall be knowne. Bo 
E that walketh vprightly,) That is, doth carefully look: on 
| Atohis waics with an honeſt heart : walkerh ſurely,having hs 
both the aff-ion, and ground,and effects of Chriitian bols "wel 
nefle:but be that pernerteth his waies:thar is,doth allowhin. aa 
ſelfe in any courſe, though neuer ſo ſecretly : ſhall ve krowr het 
his (fins ſhall be dereRed, _ 
The ſenſe of the whole verſe may bee thus expreſſed: H: Is 
that walteth wprightly, walketh ſurely ; becauſe his fairhfulre 
ſhall be knowne to his praiſe: Andhe that perwerte:h hirwar, \ 


walketh dangeronſly ; becaule his leaudnes ſhall be knowner ® life 


Bccle.13.13.14 his ſhame, Let vs (faith Eccleſiaites) feare God and kerpe ” 


commandements : for this is the whole man, For God willbn 0 
every worke unto indgement : with every ſecrer thing whether! F 
be goodor exill. The Lord when he commeth (ſaith Saint Pu hand 
will lighten things that are bid in Aarkneſſe, and wake the cw *ny 
ſels of the heart manifeſt : and then ſhall enery man baxe pri hay 
of God. Both theſe holy writers are fo to be vnderitoodis = fort 
all the goodnes of the good ſhall be reueiled ynto their prilt Hem 
and none of their corruptions : and all the vices of the wid *as v 
diſcouered to their contuſion,and none of their good work Fiywar 
for approbation. * that 
con 
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Verſe to.1t. ProvEREs. 159 


Verſ.1o. He that winketh with the eye \vorketh ſorrow : and 


F he that is fooliſh in talte.ſhallbe beaten. 


7 His confirmeth the latter clauſe of the former verſe, That 
N they that peruerr their waies ſhall bee knowne, though 
they doe it neuer fo lecretly, which is meant by the winking 
Z ofthe eye, Yet bythis it ſhall appeare that it is knowne, be- 
caule it ſhall be puniſhed, For as they practiſe miſchiefe a- 
gaintt others, and many times worke them ſorrow : ſo they 
ccrtainly bring miſchiete on their owne heads, and procure 
forrow to their owne foules, And yer all winking is not con- 
'demned : bur that which tendech to hurt, when men winke 
'wiles. The Apoltle beckne or winkedar /obn that he ſhould Tok,r 4.24; 
-aske who it was that ſhould berray Chriſt, and yer this was 
'well done of him; for nc ſhewed a reuerend regard of Chriſt, 
*that he would not be loud and audacious in his preſence, It 
they peruert their waies openly by being fooliſh in ſpeech, o- 
pen judgement ſhall be executed vpon them for their open 
-finnes,and thereby their mouthes ſhall be (topped, 


|; Verſetr. The month of a righteous man is a welſpring of 
* life : but niquitie conereth the mouth of the wicked. 
* TIN Ifrael, and in the countries bordering von it, it was a 
.great benefit to hane wels of water, both forthe vic of vicn 
*and of the cattell, and therfore things of great account be 1na- 
"ny times compared ro them in the Scriptures, and heere the 
,.* mouth of a righteous manis fo called in a double reſpect, both 
*for the conſtancie of good conference (according tothe fimi- 
*lirude,for ſuch ſprings as were continvall,and would hold ovt 
as well in ſommeras in winter, were ſaid to be welsof lining 
© water : Gen.26.19.as alſo, ard eſpecially for the good effe&t, 
 thatthey bee infiruments ſometimes to beger, and vſually to 
*confirme and refreſh rhe life of the ſoule. The latter part ot 
*the verſe hath been expounded inthe hxth verle, 


The expolition Rtandeth thus : The mouth of a righteous 
man 
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160 ProvenBs Chap.to, 
man doth alwaies low with wholeſome words; and therforg 


ſhall bee continued open with bleflings : But the mouth of ; 


wicked man doth alwaics flow with hurtfull words ; and 
therefore ſhall be topped with violence, 


Verſe 12. Hatred ftirreth vp contentions : but lone conereth 


all treſpaſſes. 


eAtred : and all vncharicable affeQtions, as envie and 

wrath, ſtirreth vp ſtrife : worketh all kinde of reftenge 
and miſchiefe, as backbiting, vpbraiding with former faults, 
and very often procureth iniuſt criminations, But /one cone. 
reth all treſpaſſes : by torgiuing them and reproving themin 
friendly manner, and by concealing them from all thoſe, to 
whomthe knowledge of them hath not come. or doth nor aps 
pertaine, The oppoſition is thus framed ; Hatred flirrethy 
contentions, and blazeth abroad mens infirmities ; but loue 
ſceketh peace,and couereth all treſpaſles, 


Verſe 13. In the lips of him that hath underitanding, wie 
dome is found : but a rod ſhall be for the backe of him that is de- 
ſtitute of underilandmg. 


Heſe words neede no further explanation, then the ſup- 
ply of that which is to be vnderſtood in both the clauſes, 
For this ſeemeth to be the ſenſe of them: In the lips or ſpeech 
of him that hath ynderſtanding wiſedome is found, which 
Keepeth iudgements and puniſhments from him : but inthe 
lips of him that wanteth vnderſtanding follie is found ; which 
bringeth judgements and puniſhment ypon him. The firlthe- 
miſtich, or former part of the verſe, is the ſame ſimply (et 
downe, and withour allegorie ormetaphore, as was comps- 
ratiuely vttered inthe cleuenth yerſe, bo the ſimilitude of: 
wel-ſpring. 
: -_ _ _ - = ſamein ſenſe that was in the eighth 
ad renth yerles : for there it is ſaid; ſho 618 £AIRE 
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6, Verſe 14-15» Proynass. 16x 


ore 


f x Verlſ, 14. Wiſe mw lay vp knowledge : but the month of the 


foole ts a preſent deſtruttion, 


: Erc is declared by what meanes wiſe men attaine to that 
"7 Hvac and ſufficiencie of fruitfull ſpeeches, by due at- 
* tention tothat whichis ſpoken to them or which they reade: 
2 orby diligent obſeruation of things which they behold, 
n4 © Tholethey lay vp, as a man would his treaſure, in a fate place, q 
oe 3 As therefore aprouident thriftie husband, which hath gathe- | 
ts | redtogethera {tocke, will bee ready vpon ſhort warning to 

' © | makeapurchaſe,or ypon any good occalion to disburſe a ſum 
; of money : ſo hee thatis faithfull in ſeeking knowledge,and 
$ applicth $6 rock and memorie to-holditfaſt, and keepe ir, | 
: 


In 
©? ſhall readily in conuenient time draw out the good things 


w | 7; whichhe hath learned,cicher for his owne vſe, or the benefit 

ve | © andprofic of others, Which is contrary in careleſſe and heed- 
* leſſe perſons: for they will be as forward to ſpeake as any 0- 
7 thers : butthat which is withinthe heart, will quickly bee at 

. ©. bandtocomeourtact the lips,and that is poyſon, and venome, 

.. © ©} andpeſtilene matter, which will certainly hurt chemſelues, 
2 andbedangerous to other. So then thus ſtandeth the oppoſi- 

-# tion: wiſemen lay vp knowledge,andtherfore their mouthes 

5 7 areapreſentpreſeruation: bur fooliſh men reiet knowledge; 

s, | © andthereforetheir mouthes are a preſent deſtruRion, 

h ' 

n % Verl.15. Therich mans goods are his ſirong citie : andthe 

bo | feare of the needie « their ponerty. 

a: 


= > rich mans goods are his frong city,&c. |That is, weal- 

thie worldlings doetruft to their pofleſſons when they 
haue great ſtore, For hee ſpeaketh nor of any ſafety that they 
| © fave by their goods; but whichthey ſeeme tothemſelues to 


; haue;as is plainely expreſſed, Chap. 18. 11. Phan as an 
h | 7 Pigh wall in his imagination: anditis ſometimes the fault of 
ve | good men intheir infirmities, to repoſe too much confidence 
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162 PrRovnaRBs. Chad, 9, 
#;idhimſelfe acknowledged of himſelfe; I» my proſperty I ſaid, 


1 ſhall never be moned:Plal.z0.6,nthe other lidethe want of 


earthly ſubſtance doth fill rhe hearts of vnregenerate poore 
men with feares of famine and miſery. And Gods owne peo. 
ple are nor alwaies free fromthe aſſaults thereof, by reaſonef 
the imperfeRtion of their faith, 


Verſ. 16, The labour of the righteous tendeth to life : by 


the renenewes of the wicked ts ſine, 


He labour of the righteous tendeth to life, &c.) That, 
f $- goods that good men vſually get by trauell (though 
many times they are deſcended to them by inheritance, or be. 
Rowed vponthem by gift, or by ſome other lawſull meang 
brought to their hands ) tendeth ro life,viz.both of ſoule and 
body 11 this world, and for the world to come: whereasthe 
riches of vngodly men are alwaies abuſed by them, and made 
the occaſions and meanes of ynrighteouſneſle, The oppoſiti. 
on is this: the riches of the righteous doe rend.to goodreſſe, 
and ſototheir life : but the wealth ofthe wicked Gothrendto 
ſinne, avd fo to their death, For euery mans ſubftanceis 
meanes of his benificence and well doing, or an occaſion 
to him of finning : either it induceth himto ſhew mercy, and 
to doe good, which the Lord will recompence with lifeand 
bleflednefle: or elſe he is thereby incited to pride,cruelty,yo- 
luptuouſneſſe, rior, prodigality,or nigardize,or other likees- 


orbitant courſes, whereby he maketh himſclte liable toGod Þ © 


curſes,and his owne perdition, 


Verſ. 17, Hethat regardeth inftrution & in the way of li: 
but be that refuſcth correftion goeth ont of the way, 


H H that regardeth in/truftion. That is, which yecldethre 


uerence, attention, and obedience to the minifiry of Þ 


Gods holy word ; « inthe way of life, hee taketh the right 
courſeto obtaine eucrlaſting ſaluation : bat hee that refuſe! 
correftion, which will not cndureto heare his finnes rebukes; 
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Verſe 18.19. ProvaRss. 104 


and walketh towards deſtruRtion. All ſorts of men are paſſen= 
rs,trauelling as it were in a iourney ynto their place:ifthey 
low the direRion of Gods meſſengers, whom hee hath ap- 
| pointed for guides, they ſhall find the law of God a dire& 
* pathtolcade them ynto preſent and future happineſle, and 
* thatcuerlalting : bur if they ſcorne to be ſhewed where, and 
7 howfar they haue wandred awry,and will not bee conducted 
, x ynto the right way of repentance & reformation,they cannot 
| but (traggle vp and downein the by-paths of iniquitie, vatill 

| they delperately periſh. 


Verſ.18, He that hideth hatred js a man of deceitfull lips ; 
41d he that vitereth ſlander is a foole, 


Hjws in the former words declared theperill of them 
: that refuſe admonition, hee deſcribeth here the perſons 
Z thatyſetodoe it, andthey arc of two forts : ſome arc hypo- 


"2 crites, that pretend and make a ſhew of fauour and good li- 


2 king,and yetnouriſh deadly hatred in their hearts : others are 
2 profeſſed contemners of that which is taught : bur yet picking 
2 2quarrell againſt the man that deliuereth it, as thoughthe 
© fault were wholly in him,and iuſt occaſion were giuen to re- 
2X icall that heteacheth. Butthe Lord, which knoweth the 
*Z ground and roote of their calumniations and cauils, imputeth 
7 themtotheir proper cauſe: andthatis,the ſinfulnefle and fol- 
7 lic ofthoſe malicious deſpiſers, 


Verſ. 19. The ſin ceaſeth not by the multitude of words: but 


7 he that refraineth his lips is wiſe, 


1 E ſeemeth iill ro procecd in the proſecution of the mat- 
/ ter ſpoken of in the ſeuenteenth verſe, that men take an 
7 cuill way for themſclues, which refuſe to bee reproued. The 

words immediately going before theſe,declare how ſome re- 


3 icQ it, by inward hatred and bitterneſle of heart, and yer out- 


wardly make ſemblance of great loue and friendſhip : others 
M 2 breake 


goeth out of the way, both depriueth himſelfe of eternall life, 
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164 Prxovarys. Chi. to, 


breake out into open profeſſion of their diſcontentment ang 
malice, by reproching thoſe that would helpe them our of 
their fins :; and here commeth a third ſorr, which would ſhik 
off all rebukes, by denying, defending, cloking, or colouring 
their faults by excnſing, & extenuating matters that are char. 
gedypon them. Buc all is in vaine; the fin will not be blowne 
away with breath : and cherefore he ſheweth that it is apoint 
of wiſedonie to give place by ſilence, andtotake the blany 
ypon them. | 


Ver. 20, The tongue of the inſt man ts as fined ſilner; by 
the heart of the wicked is little worih, 


E ſetteth forth the excellencie of the ſpeech of gody 
Hcee by compariſon ; reſembling it to filuer thatis pur. 
ged andfined from the drofſe that was in it : becauſe a good 
man will be carefull of his tongue, not onely that there be ng 
mixture or filthinefle and leaudnefle in his words; bur alfoto 
auoide all ſuperfluous and idle babling, and ſo to openhis 
mouth with holy wiſcdome, Whichis contrary in the wic- 
ked ; becauſe there is a contrary fountaine in him of finfulnes 
and corruption,and no matter of yertue and grace, whichare 
the ſprings of all wholeſome ſpeeches, Thus therefore (ian- 
deth the eAntithe/s : the tongue of the juſt man is as fined 
flaer; becauſe his heart is pretious : but the tongue of the 
witkedis as drofle ; becaule his heart is nothing worth, 


Verſ. 21, The lips of the righ:cons doe feed many : but foul 
die for want of wiſedome, ; 


Efore was declared the excellencie of a good tongue,and 

well ſeaſoned ſpeech : and heere are the effcQs of it com- 
mended,namely, tke' good that is wrought by it,the ſoulesd 
many being edified therewith,and receiving grace,and grow 
eth for ſaluation & comforrt,as the body dothobtain ſtrength 
and nouriture, and refreſhing, by their meanes that minifte 
wholeſome foode ynto it, And this is illuſtrated by the cor 
erat] 
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Perſe 22. 23. ProveRss. 65 
contrary effe& of wicked and ignorant perſons, that they are 
ſo farre from ſeeding others with knowledge and wiſedome, 
that chey ſuffer themſelues to be (tarued to death and delfiru- 
Ricn,throughthe want of it, 


Verſ, 22. The bleſſing of the Lord it doth makg rich : and he 
addeth no ſ[orrowes with it, 


== purpoſe and drift of theſe words is, to ſhe the = 


eminencethat Gods people haue aboue the men of the 


* world: that whereas the wicked haue nothing but their owne 


* hands,and carnall meanes to truſt varo for their cltare, ſuch as 
+} begodly,haue God to provide tor then; and his goodneſſe 
* onely doth make rich,and they only ace enriched by him, Buc 
| becauſehis enemies haue vſually more (tore of goods then his 
| children ; and thereby it may ſeeme, that either men may bee 
* rich without his bleffing,or elſe that he is more provident for 
finners then for Saints ; therefore he ſheweth the difference ; 
That troubles and vexations are intermingled withthe goods 
of the wicked,and his ſeruants are freed from them, Yet itis 
not ſo to be conceiued,as though no good men had any trou- 
2 bles with their riches ; and that whoſoeuer do find griefe and 
4 —— in theſe carthly things, were depriucd of the 
fling of God, and teſtimonies of his fauour : bur this is the 
7 meaning, thar ſo farre as hee doth beftow them, and they de- 
z pend vpon him tor chem, ſo farre they eſcape from vexations : 
Þ# forhatthecares and troubles grow meerely from their owne 
+ infirmuies, 
y 
: Verſ.24. It is apaitime toa foole to commit Wvickednes : but 


1 


* wi/edomeis the deli ghr of a man of vnderitanding . 


] T u« apailime to 4 foole to commit wickedneſſe, &c, | That is, 

2 4Afufull men rake grear pleaſure in doing that which iseuill, 

* 35if t were a fportor recreation to them: and jt is as much 

ſhing to him that is godly wiſc, both to ger wiſ- 

dome, and to performe all the good exerciſes rhexeof. =_= 
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166 ProvaRss. Chap, ts, 
which the one of them vehemently delighteth in. and hathin 


admiration,the other abhorreth, and hath in deteſiation; ang 
ſo contrary,according vnto their contrary hearts, comcaiie 
affections, contrary conuerſation, contrary eltate and conc, 
tion ; theſe being as filthic beaſts that fee on the G1auph, gr 
carrion of the fleſh, and theſe 2s holy men which luc by the 
wholcſome food of the ſpiric, 


Verſ. 24. That which the wicked feareth ſhall ome pon hin 
but God will grant the deſire of the righteous, 


He condemnation in the world to come, which vngody 
7 Hl through the guiltinefle of their conſciences areof. 
ren ſummoned vnto, when God ſhall draw their ſoule out! 
their body,they ſhall certainly fal into, And choſe judgment, 
and miſeries of this life, which they moſt hate, though they 
hopetoelcapethem, they are in danger to bring vpon then. 
ſelues, 

And that which is mott defireable, and will bee moſt com. 
fortable to Chrittians, the Lord which knoweth what ismo# 
acceptable to them,and profitable for them, wil in due ſeaſon 
beſtow vponthem, For the beſt men ( out of their corrupt) 
ons which arenot wholly abolſhed,thongh much diminiſhed 
nor fully ſubdued,though they haue loſt their ſoueraignty)d 
ſomtimes caſt their afteQtions ypon thoſe things which ar 
not expedient, and thoſe in great fauour hee detainethfron 
them. CMeſes and leremie Cefired greatly to bee exempted 
from the burrhen of miniſtery,and to leade a prinate life; but 
God neither reſpected their happineſle ſo lirtle,northe bene- 
fie of his people, nor his owne ſeruice to bec performeddy 
them,asto yecldto their defires, 


Verſ.25. As the whirle-windpaſſeth,ſo i the Wicked romm 


but the righteous is an encrlailing foundation, 


=— meaning of the wordis, that vngodly men, howſot 
ner they flouriſh for a time, yer doe luddenly come tors 
Ine, 
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:neand deftruftion; as the whirle-wind ſwiftly blowerth ouer, 
andislefſe conſtant,and permanent, then the ordinary winde 
ischough there be no ftability in avy, But when it is ſaid, hey 


* are no more, hee doth not intimate any mortality of their 


o 
_— 


: 
$7 


ſoulcs, as though they ſhould dec wholly difſolued as brute 
bealts : for their ſoules are cuerlalting as well as Gods people, 
and cheir bodies ſha!l bee raiſed vp againe at the day of che 
Lord,as well as the Saiars : bur it 18 their hope and happineſle, 
and noctheir being that periſherh, they ſhall never recover 
any goodeftate any more, Now againſt theſe are fet the righ- 
teous, whoſe ſoule and body, an bletſedncfle, hauea ferled 
fafety;as a foundation that can neuer be remoued, So that this 
is the oppoſition : the wicked are as a whirle. wind, and ſo arc 
no more: but the righteous are like a firme foundation, and 


ſo perpetually remaine, 
Verſ.26. As vineger ts to the teeth and ſmoake to the eye ; ſo 
» the ſlothfullto them that ſend him, 


| A! vineger, &c, | Thatis, too much vineger, or other 
sthat be ſharpe & ſowre, do ſet theteerh on edge; 


| thin 
and oaks doth bring both ſmart and hure co the eyes : fo 
: doththe ſlothful perſon,or he that is given to any other leaud 


: . ; - . 
1 behauiour, worke vexation of hearc to them that ſend him,or 


commie matter of moment vnto him. For it1s as naturall to 
 ehemto becareleſſe of their buſineſſe, and vntruſtic to ſuch as 
> imploythem,as it is for vineger toretaine ſowrenefle, and for 
+ ſmoaketo pierce the eyes : and by this meanes God pleaſeth 
; toplague ſome,and to chaſten others, & to 2dmoniſh others, 


-* Divers take more pleaſure in finfull ſluggards, then in godly 


: faithfull ſeruants,vntothem it is a due recompenceto fivd and 
| feelethemfalſe and pernicious: many are to0 too heedleſſe 
iatheir choyce, and not afraid to giue entertainment ro the 
worſerſort, andtherefore many times they are ſcourged by 
them : and ſundrie doe learne experience by ſuch a ſucceſſe,to 
more warie afterwards,and therefore obſeruc the wicked 


7 toauoidthem;and haue alwaies ſuch as feare God in greater 


eſtimation, 


M oy Verſ.27. 


thc 


gp egomtg von SW; PS; 


= 
LES ol = 


” T - 


®- 
_— 

- ys > 
2 - 


- , 
5 > w Sh 
CY - - -_ _ 4 
* - 
Ld 
*- $# — 
NOTE 


_ . 
- 


+ 


4 . 
lent. ee _—_— 
_— — SE. 


163 ProvBRss. Chgp.10, 


Verſ. 27. Thefeare of the Lord encreaſeth the daiet : byt 
the yeeres of the wicked are cut ſort, 


— ſeare of the Lord &c,)That is,true piety and reli pion, 
with the cxerciſe aiſo of 1u(tice and righteouſnes, 'verea. 
ſeth the da er; That 18,45 a meancs it preſerueth thoſe that are 
endued withigfhom an vntimely death, But the yeeres of the 
wicked ſhall be cut off. Their vngodly and finfull courſe of li 
is ſoro*cimes an inftrument co bring them ſpeedily tothr 
end ; «5 by ſurfers a;.d euill diſcaſes, or falling into the lang; 
of the Matiltrate,or by quarrelling,and ſuchlike : Somtime; 
it proigkuah the Lord to ſtay them wthe middeſt of thei 
race,& got to ſuffer them to come to that age, whichby their 
flre: gin and conſiiturion of body they might haue attained 
ynto. And in this ſenſe the Prophet ſaith inthe Plalmes; tha 
the wicked ſhall not line ent halfe their daies, 


Verſ.28, Thepatient abiding of the righteous ſhall be gli 
ne(ſe: but the hope of the wicked jhallperiſh, 


Frerthatthe children of God haue once imbraced his 
promiſcs,afflictions & rentations do vſually enſue ther. 
upon,thatit would ſceme to ſenſe and fleſhly reafon,thatmi- 


{ſcric and troublcs were the only rewards of piety and obcd. | 


ence,& nothing elſe performed to them that truſt in his worl, 
Now therefore hee {heweth that a better flate and condition 
remiincth for them:that their ſorrow ſhal be turned intoior, 
and their mourning into gladneſſe, when the Lord ſhall del 
uerthemfrom troubles,and fulfi!l all his promites. Whichi 
uſtrared & further amplified by che contrary caſe of the vic 
Ked:which howſoeuer now they (eeme to have the prehemi- 
nence,& are mottlikely to preuaile hereafcer, ſhall yer bee &- 
priued of thcir preſent proſperity, & fruſtraced of all future et- 
pect1tion, This then is the oppolition : The hope of therigh« 
teous ſhill preuaile, and bring them gladoefle : but the hop! 
of the wicked ſhall periſh,and ſo worke them ſorrow. 
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Verſ, 29, The way of the Lord is ſtrength to the vpright 


wan : but feare ſhall be to the workers of miquitie, 


Y the way of the Lord.is meant the whole adminiſtratis, 
| of his word, wherby he maketh his will known, and 
of his ſpiric whereby hee gineth grace, and of his providence, 


| whereby he protecteth his ſeruanrs, and performeth ll good 
* things vtothem.By cuery one of theſe meanes, doth he efta- 


' bliſh and confirme both the hearts & Rates of ſuch as be faith- 


_ II 


fall. Bu: as for the wicked, howlocuer he ſuffer them for a time 
to proceed in their yngodly waics without any great crofles, 
yet at laſt he ex*cuteth ſuch judgements vpoa the, as the ver 
light therof cauſerh them to quake & tremble, Thus (tander 
the oppoſition;The way of the Lord is ſtrengthto the vpright 


* for preſcruati6,& therfore it worketh boldnes;bur ic weaken- 
* eth the wicked for deſirution,and therfore it bringeth feare. 


Verſ.30, The righteows ſhallneuer be remoued: but the wic« 
hedſlall not dwell in the earth, 


= righ'eous ſhall nener be remoned.) They ſhall never be 
remoucd from Gods fauour;they ſhall neucr be remoued 
from the conſtant graces of the ſpirit in their ſoules ; or hurt- 
fully,in the way of a curſe, from an outward good cate; nor 
vaſcaſonably be cut off from the carth, Now becavſe fome of 
theſeiudgements do ſeeme ſomrimes to fall _= ſome righ- 
tcous perſons,who for a fcaſon be ecclipſed of grace, & ſepa- 
rated fr6 the fruition & comfortable ſight of Gods kindnes, 
and fauour towards them ; and their eſtate in appearance is 
wholly ruinated and ouerthrowne : therefore the word doch 
well beare it, agreeable tothe mcaning of the holy Ghoſt, ro 
fay; tha. the righteous ſhall not be remoned for exer, Though 
they ſeeme to = calt downe for atime, yet they ſhall bee 
reſt "red againe afterwards, The contrary is here affirmed 
concetring the caſe of tie wicked, who ſholl certaively 


fall inlcfle they repent; they ſhall nor continue in thar eftace 
whereim 


170 


as that the vengeance of God will nor perinit them longtyg 
keepe their owne breath, or to hold the outward poſ!:ſſon 
ofthe carth, The oppoſition therefore in effect isthis ; 7% 
righteous ſhall nener be remoned, but haue an habitation tore, 
uer in heauen ; but the wicked ſhall be cemoued, and not (if. 
fered ſo much as to dweltin the earth, 


Verſ. 31. The month of the righteous will be fruitfullin wif, 
dome : but the tongue of the unrighteous ſhall be cut out, 


His verſe agreeth altogether in ſubſtance of matter with 
Th elcuenth;only the compariſon 1s alrered:for therethe 
tongueofa good man for the conftant ſtore of holy ſpeeche; 
was reſembled toa plentifull fountaine;and here\to a fruthl 
tree,or fertile field: and there the wicked for leaud ſpeeche, 
was threatned to haue his mouth Ropped;and hereto hauehi 
tongue cut out : that is,the iudgements of God vpon himfer 
his vngratious and curſed ſpeakings, ſhall Rrike him as mut 
and dumbe,as ifthe tongue were cut out of his head. 


Verſ.32. The lips of the righteous know What is acceptable 
but the mouth of thewicked ſpeaketh froward things, 


TD meaning of theſe words is, that a righteous ma 
knoweth and regardeth what is beſt pleaſing to Godfer 
himto ſpeake,8& what is moſt gratefull to good mento hear: 
and what doth deſerue acceptati6 at any mans hand for faith- 
fulneſſe and truth; and therefore he will yſe his lips to merit 
bur the wicked neither knoweth nor regardeth theſething; 
and therefore he yomiterh out only peruerſe ſpeeches, ſuchs 
tend to rebellion againſt God,the dammifyingofmen,andiit 
annoyance and hurt of his ewne ſelfe, 


Pxovanss. Chi). 


wherein they are moſt grounded, and haue greateſt eſablig, 
ment: they are ſo farre from enivying eternal] life in heaueg 
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CHAPTER, XI. 


S; The | 
1:07. Verſe 1. Falſe balances are au abomination to the [ ord: but 
ot [ut aperſett weight pleaſeth bim, 

AN Ndert falſe balances are comprehended all yniuſt 
Ywiſe "N A weights,lines and meaſures. And therewithall 

NY is condemned whatſoeuer kinde of guile, and 

: J SV deceit may be found cither in the buyer, or ſcl- 
r With (23) ler. As when that whichis fold is defective ci- 
rethe ther in quanticie, or qualitie, not being fir for the vſe that it is | 
eches, | 3 bought for, or rot correſpondent to the price that is paid for 
tl |S jc, or not anſwerable to the teltimonie thac is given of it, And 
eches, X with theſe doth Amos charge the wicked wealthic men of his 
vehs © age: 1 hey ma'e the Epha or meaſure ſmell, and the ſhekell, or 
mfor | 2 price great,and falhifie the weights of deceit, That they may buy 
mute | the poore for ſiluer,and the needie fer ſhoves,and ſell the refuſe of 
X therr wheate. So on the other fide inthe buyer, when he ſhall 


faile of all mcere proportion berweene the price that he pai- 
eth,and the commoditiethat be buyerh, giuig farre leſſethen 
the worth and yalue of it, And where it is ſaid, They are abo- 
mination to the Lord, it is not meant that his quarrell is againſt 
the inſenſible creatures, but he is diſpleaſed with the iniquitie 
of the perſons, which make, vſe,keepe,or allow them.Where- 
by the other clauſe may bee better vnderfiood, thatthe Lord 
WF is pleaſed with ſuch as doe vprightly vie them, and with loue 
X of equitie,exerciſe it in their rraffique,and couenants. 


Verſe 2, When pride commeth, then commeth contempt,but 
with the lowly is wiſedome. 


$ V ] Hen pride commeth, that is, when it groweth to ma- 
bp .5 turitie, having power to pufte vp mens hearts, and 
2X icing ir ſelfe in words, or workes,in countenance, apparel], 
or 
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or geſtures,thew commeth contempt, chat is, ſhamethen appro. 
cheth, and is neere at hand, marching inthe next ranke after 
his loftie heart, andinſolent behauiour, As is to bee ſeenein 
many who hauing beer firlt lifced yp in-their owne haughtie 
mindes,were afterwards calt down by Gods righteous iudge. 
ments,cicher into phrenfies,or groſle ſinnes, or ruine of fiae, 
or obloquie for their former hidden faules now publiſhed x 
laſt to their great d.ſgrace, The other part of the antitheſy, 
containing the honour that doth accompanie humilitie,is ar. 
gued by conſequent, in this manner : when pride commeth 
then commeth tolly, which euer bringeth ſhame : bur when 
humilictie commeth,then commeth wiſcdome, which is neuer 
without glorie, 


Verſe 3. The vprightnes of the inſt ſhall gnide them: bnt tht 
fromardnes of the tranſgreſſours ſhall de/;roy them, 


Y »prightneſſe is not meant an extrauagant well meaning 

without further rule or warrant, as though good intents 
were competent Luides of our waies to ſaluation : but the ſin. 
ceritie of at1 heart faithfully, rhough not perfeRly,willing to 
beleeue & obey that which it knoweth, and reſolutely though 
not abſolutely,defirous to know that which God ſhall reuelle 
ynto it. Now this is ſaid to guide righteous men, that is, ſhall 
procure good direQion frothe Lord, both for his ſeruice, and 
their owne happineſſe, and make themtraRable to follow the 
ſame.Contrary to this is the condition of the wicked, whore 
nor led with yprightnes,but carried with peruerſenes,& there- 
fore milled by the ſameto their vadoing, For thus (anda 
the oppoſition : the yprightnes of the iv!t ſhall guide themin 
the way,and ſopreferue them: but the frowardnes of the wic- 
ked will keepe them from the way,and ſo deſtroy them, 


Verſe 4. Riches auaile not in the da o& » lad oiehts 
onſnes del wereth from death, as 6.41 ws r1goi 


= words ſeeme to containe an anticipation, or pre- 
uenting of an obieRion, which might bee moucd againf 
Q the 
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the latter point of the former verſe, What ſpeake you of de= 
firution to come vpon wicked men ? Itruſt you will not ex- 
tend itcoall: for many ofthem are ſubſtantiall wealthy men, 
of great tate and abilitie, Who can deftroy them? What ſhal 
their power, and riches doe the while? To this it is here an- 


"# (xered,thar riches auaile notin the day of wrath: their wealth 
# can neither withſtand the ſtrokes of God, nor leſſen them, nor 
$ make them any whit the more ableto beare them, when his 


anger doth/execute judgements, and when his iudgements 
declare his anger. But righteouſnes is that which dehuereth 
from death,and all other rmiſeries,that the ting thereof ſhall 


'# never make any man miſerable, 


Verſe 5. The righteouſnes of the vpright ſhall direlt his way, 


z or make h1s way ſtraight, or eneu : but the wicked ſhall fall in his 


© owne wickednes, 


Ere hee addeth tothat which he had begun in the third 


verſe, and ſheweththat ſinceritie and righteouſnes doe 


E not onely leade men to a you way, and tell them what is 


T their dutie,and fittobe per 


ormed, but maketh the way paf- 


* fable for them, and them conſtant and proſperous in it, The 


wiich againe is oppoſed the way of the wicked, even their 
owne finfull courſe of life, being crooked and cragged, and 


þ rough,andrugged,and full of manifold perils, wherein at laſt 


4 they fall and periſh. In appearance the pathof grace & good- 


nes 1s ſo full oftroubles and difficulties, as'that it ſhould bee 


'& impoſſible for any manto goe along in it,and not be topped, 
X orturned aſide before he come to his lives end,and yet a good 


conſcience findeth eaſe therein : and the broad way of finne 
wherein the world walketh,ſeemeth very plaine and pleaſant, 


+ asalſo yoide of all annoiances,or dangers, bur euery one that 


trauelleth in it-meeterh with many externall crofles, ſuch as 


| they neuer doubted of; or internall terrors and yexations, 
; ſuch 


as they neuer dreaded, and at laſtproceeding on impeni- 


tently, they tumble at,and are oucrtbrowne by one iudge- 
| ment 
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fand,doth ſwallow them vp,and deſtroy them for ever, | 


Verſe 6. The righteouſneſſe of the wpright delinereth they, Þ 


but the tranſgreſſors ſhall be taken in their ownewickedve:, 


His verſe, a3 it may appeare, is annexedto the formerſy 
confirmation ofthe point therein contained, that righte. 
ouſnes doth dire& the way of vpright men,bothto holy con 
uerſation, and happie ſtate. Againſt the which a doubt my 
riſe fromthe ſhew of the contrary,becauſe that good menar 
ſometimes plunged in great calamities,and ſomtimesin grey 


tranſgreſſions : and therefore their way ſeemeth asindired, F. 


asifthey were wicked, andtheir righteouſnes to doe themy 
little good as if they had none ar all, Now this ſcruple heere. 
moueth by ſhewing what benefit it bringeth, that then che. 


cially they hauethe vſe of it, when they fall into ſuch diftres | 
ſes, For then the fruite thereof is moſt for their comfort wha Þ © 


it ſhall deliuer chem out of dangers, out of troubles, out « 
feares,out of temptations,out of (ines, and from deftrudion, 
Yet not by ſtrength of it owne, but by the power of God na 
according to their worthinefle in way of deſert, but according 
tohis goodneſle in way of reward : not extended to all met 


that doe good workes, but reſtrained to vpright men whot | 


works are good, And for the cleerer illuftration of theirble: 
ſed eſtate hebringethin for conzrary,the miſerable conditior 
of the wicked, oppoſing tranſgreſſors to ypright perſons;the 


miſchiefe to the others iuſtice : their perill ro the otherspro þ : 


teion : the one part incloſed in the net of troubles is = 
ſured of ſafe eſcape by means of their graces,the other abrou 
at the baite of proſperitie ſhall certainly fall into ſnaresby 
meanes of their wickedneſle, 


Verſ.7. When wicked man dieth, his expeftation periſh 
andthe hope of bis —_ ſha ma i, 1s expectation p 1ſhet 


þ jm meaning is, that euery finfull mans affeQion of hv | 


ping,and happinefle hoped for, and ſtrongeſt meanes 7 
attain 


Cbq.tt, 


ment or other : or death, in the end,as an vnauoidable quic, 
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e quick attaine to his hope, ſhall end with his life, and die at his death, 
£ and vaniſh away at the time of his deftrution. Riches and 
greacneſle cauſe him to truſt much to himſelfe,and his owne 
they {ufficiencie for the accompliſhment of great exploites,and the 
"es, perpetuicie, with increaſe of proſpetitie and happineſle; bur 
theend ofhis life will be the period of all his abundance and 
rmerfo "Y exce!lencie. For the rich man (as it is in the Plalme ) ſta not pal.qo.1s, 
t righte. 8 rake away any thing with bins whes he dieth his glorie ſhall not 
oly con. if ? goe downe after him, No might (were he the moſt puiſſant po- 
ubt may WV renrare vnder heauen) can reſcue him out of the hand of the 
mevar Þ 'Y grave, or erect hima goodeltare init, orreſiſt damnation lay- 
mauy Fingholdon him. 
indires, F. 
 thema Þ Verſe 8. The inſt eſcapeth ont of tronble,and the wicked ſhall 
eheert XX come in his ſtead, 
en che. | * 
| Ciftrel Þ Ods favour and goodnes deth not free his ſeruants from 
ort when Þ afflictions,but deliuercth them out of affliftions. Where« 
, out of Þ WM jnto he cafteth the wicked,though they bee not alwaics ofthe 
ruction, Þ © & ſame kinde with thoſe whichthe godly ſuffer, but worſe and 
50d:nt Þ "WY more durable, and ſuch as are mixed with Gods wrath, and 
ccording | poyioned with the Ring of their owne cuill conſcience, So 


all men | What the ſaying of the Apofle is verified, that indgements be- 
en whole gm atthe houſe of God,but end with,or rather perpetually con- 
ieirblef | Stinue with che vngodly and ſinners. The wicked laugh, when 


onditio IWrhe godly weepe,and greatly inſult when they which feare rhe 
ons;ther | WWL.«rd groane vnder heauic preſſinefle; bur the time will come 
ers p16 when the one ſhall obcaine freedome from calamities,and the 
isyet- | Wother be compelled to take their turnes to fall into them:then 
radrol | Whertharmourned with griefe ſhall exule with joy, and hee that 
nares bi Þ We iumphed with gladneſle, ſhall howle with deſperate woe 
, d ſorrow. 
erifhel, | 3 Verſe 9.01 hypocrite with his month corrupteth his neigh- 


Rbour : but the righteous ſhall be delinered by knowledge. 


nof bs | Y | Þ mom and ſuch as make a ſhew of godlinefle, bur 
eanes Of deny the power thereof are commonly moſt my ſe- 
attain | 7 ucers, 


_— — 


1,Pet4.17. 
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176 PROVERBS, 
ducers,corrupting mens hearts with hurtful ſpeeches, eiche 
deprauing that which is good,or iuſtifying that which is evil, 
and ſothey infe@ their mindes with erronious opinions, ang 
ſirre vp their hearts to finfu!l luſts, and peruert their wig 
with vngodly behauiour. But now to preuent the feares ofthe 
g00d,that they alſo arc like ro be drawne into milchieſe, hy, 
cauſe there are ſo many hypocrites , and to take away jy 


cloakes and ſhifts from the wicked, which lay all the blames Þ © 


their finnes on others which miſlead chem, hee ſheweth 1, 
meanes whereby this hurt may be auvided,and that is,by ge, 
ting knowledge,and being righteous : namely, to retaine yp, 
rightnes of heart, anda good conſcicuce, and to be acquiin 
ted both with Gods will, and the cuilefull deluſions of they 


diſſembling peruerters, whereby good men are made war, 


and ſo ſhiclded from the peſtiferous tongues of ſuch periloy 
Aatterers. For they preuaileto infeR none bur ſuch as areig, 
norant,or careleſle of the gouernment of their eares, or he, 
hauiour, 


Verſe 10. In the proſferitie of the righteons the citie ru: 
ceth,and when the wicked periſh there is 10y, 


| proſperitie of the righteous) That is, when things gee 
well with them, the citie reiozceth, that is, the honeſt anc 
well diſpoſed citizens,and countrimen be inwardly glad, 
outwardly declare their ioy, by cheerefull countenance, 
: other means, as opportunitie ſeruerh to exprel 
the ſame, And ſo doe they alſo at the death, and ouerthrov 
of oppreſlors,and tyrants, and other wicked perſons, by whot 
fall the people riſe, and whoſe ruine is therepaire of the cit 
He giueth no allowance to priuate reuenge, that any man i 
hatred of him from whom he hath receiued iniurics, ſhould 
take reioycing at his downfall: for ob cleereth himſelfe by 


an oath of that imputation, ſaying, If [ reioyced at his defrs 


ton that hated me, or was moned to ion when enill came v9" 
him, Neither haue 1 ſuffered my menth to ſinne, by wiſling 
enrſe vnto his ſoule, &c, Neither is iclawfull co delight in 
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Yerſe 11.12, Prxoverss. 177 
miſery of a creature,eſpecially ſuch an one as man is, bearing 


11S eull, the flampe of Gods image, alchough lamentably defaced in 

Ns, and WY the wicked, but the contequent of euill mens ruine is the ſub= | 

"Vas BS ic of good mens ioy , and that is the tranquilitie of the FF 

es 0!th Church,the freedome of the righteous from the wrongs they ' | 

_ F ſultaine,thepublike welfare enſuing thereupon, {1 | | 
, Y t ! 

dlmed Verl. 11. By the bleſſing of the righteous the city is exalted: 4 

rs the but it is ſubuerted by the mouth of the wicked, | | 

ta © | 

ane v4 He meaning is, that iuſt men are very beneficia!l co the | 

ww T forever of men by their religious, prudent, ane profira« ; 

of theſe 2 ble ſpeeches, for ſo the word bleſſing ſignifierh inmany places: 

ce vai, # andloitis here meant,as the Anticnefis ſheweth: & ſo apoore | 

periloy #- man in aduerſity,may as well bean in{trumentof goodro his 

*are'y'® 7 countrey,asa richman in proſperity,as Sa/omen tettifieth,Ec- if 

ord Þ cleſg.1 5. Onthe other fide, the wicked with his mouth and ; 


* hurrfull words,doth wot ke miſchicte among whom hee con- 
| uerſeth,. And this ſeemeth to bee placed next after the former | 


ie re 7 ſentence,as a reaſon annexed vnto it, for the confirmation of | | 
* it; forchere is due cauſe why the aduancement and proſperi- # 
© ty ofiuft men ſhould bee as it were celebrated withthe mirth F 
ngs g | Þ ofthepeople, for as much as they haue benefactors railed vp 
ielt | Þ# atothem,who will deſtinate their owne wealth and prefer - 
lad,a Þ "Sf mentto the generall good of many; and why they ſhould 
ice, an conceiue ſo much comfort by the death or fall of vngodly 
exprele | Þ perſons, firhence the whole rowne,city,or countrey is deliue- 
__ red from the miſchicfe or danger of a common fpoiler. 40 
y wnor - ' F | 
he cit | Verſet 2. He that is deſtitute of wiſdome,deſpiſeth his neigh+ q 
mann Þ M 


_ benr : but a man of vnderitanding will keepe ſilence, 
ſho 
ſeltedj} - Fooliſh man which hath a beggerly heart, as the words 

| } | Þrmarwran yoid of ſound judgement, and ſanCtified OT 
me 90 knowledge of Gods holy will, defirethto vilifie others, cſpe- 
ſongs '$ cially ſuch as feare God, and to make them appeare bale and 

= contempuble, And this is done ſometimes in bucter anger,by ſ 
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milere | N railing, j 


v3 


[4 on 
4+ 
{0 

| 

- 37 * 
[2 
% 

4 


— t 
enandyn. a 
». 


Ws 
OP 348 


” ——_— —— 
Ca EIS... 


178 PROVERBS» Chip. 1r, 


railing,reuiling,and contu:nelious reproches ; and lometimes 
:n {currill mirth, by girding ieſts and laughter; and ſometimey 
:n hidden craft,by falſe reports and flanders. Bur they which 
have more wiſedome, will frame them{clues to bertcrbcha. 
uiour :they willnotonely keepe filence from cffcring thatin, 
Gionitie co them that prouoke them not therevnto, bur will 
«!j0 forbcare to requite them with reproclics, which haue no! 
fared to ſecke their diſgrace. For lo doth Danidtcllific of 
hin ſelfc in this caſe: [ am as a man. that heareth not, and 11 


dambe man that openeth not h1z mouth,Plal.,z8.13. 


Verſ.12. Hethat goeth about as a tale-bearer diſconereth; 
ſecrerybut he that is of a faithfull heart,concealeth a matter, 


N:his place,and in the ninteerth of Leviticus, verſ.16,and 

elſewhere the holy Gholi compareth buh-bocies,and ſuch 
as delight ro deale in other niens marters, to pettie chapmen, 
and pedlers,which carrie vv ares about,ſ{clling in one place,and 
buying in another,and two markes of leaudnefle he brandeth 
them with ; as firſt, that they have falſe and vnfairhfull hearts, 
and then thatthey haue looſe and blabbing tongues thatcan 
keepe no counſell, burtell all thatthey heare, They will dray 
on men by their newes andreportsto open their minds and 
ſecrets yoto them, which aſter they will publiſh ro others, 
From both which vices he ch arcth all good men, their hearts 
are faithfull,and their tongues are Flentto couer ſuch matters 
as loue requireth them ro hide, and duty and conſcience doe 
not bind them to lay open, 


Verſ.14. Where no connſell ;s,the people fall : but where mis 
#y counſellors are,there x health. 


Wir there 15 counſell) Where godly and holy inſtu- 


Qior, for guiding the heart and behaujour, & graue 
and pradent aduice for geuernment of liate, either doneſli- 
eall,orpublike,doe faile,there the people doe fall, that is, the 
gouernours themſelues, and they that are in ſubiection to 

them, 


— 


Verſe 1 
them, 
and mi 
Red fre 
from in 
from a] 
from C 
many c 
wholel 
there is 
lafety,v 


Verſ 
hen : bn 


T Is 

fu 

the hur 
uiled th 
they en 
doth nc 
Paul ha 
therein 
it may ( 
wel as tc 


 knowne 


loue.tha 
ver def 
friend,a 
when it 
liketo g 
any othe 
{onablerx 
any way 
tendto t! 
gerto be 


; Meanes,j 
' valueoft 


thi 


F, 


.and 
(uch 
men, 
and 
deth 
Arts: 
tan 
draw 
s 2nd 
hers, 
1earts 
ters 
e doe 


'e Mas 


Verſe 15. Prnovrerss. 179 


them,doe runne into many milchiefes of grieuous diſorders, 
and miſerable deſtruction, For what in that caſe isto be expe- 
ed from ſuperiours, but violence and oppreſſion? And what 
from inferiours, but falſhood and diſobedience? And what 
from all ſorts, but impietic and wickedreſle ? And what then 
from God, but heauie firokes and puniſhments ? Pwr where 
many connſellers are, which bee faithfull, and gine wiſe and 
wholeſome counſel], and that is alſo imvraced and followed, 
there is health, that is, religion and juſtice, peace, plertie, and 
fafery,with Gods gratious fauour and bleſiing, 


Verſ.15. He that is ſurety for @ ['ranger ſhallwholly be bro- 
hen : bnt he that hateth thoſe that clap hands, is ſure, 


[ Is purpoſe here is to giue men admonition to beware of 
Hefuns: which he doth infer by t:vyo reaſons, ftrti,from 
the hurt and danger whichthey run intothat bee not well ad- 
uited therein : and ſecondly, from the peace and lafery which 
they enioy that heedfully auoide the perilichereof, Now hee 
doth not abſolutely condemne all ſuretiſhip ( for then would 
Paul have neuer vndertaken tor Oreſimus) but raſhnefſſe only 
therein is that whichis here, and 1n other places reproued. For 
it may ſometimes be a worke of mercy tobecome lurety, as 
wel astolend,or giue,By ſtranger,is not meant al,or only vn= 


+ knowne perſons, For it may fall out to be a dutic of Chriftian 


loue.that way to helpe and relicue ſome ſuch as wee were ne- 
ver vefore acquainted with,anda neere neighbour,a familiar 
triend,a kinſman,a brother may in this caſe be a firanger to vs, 
when it is not ſafe to vndertake for him. As fir(t, if there bee 
like to grow detriment to the borrower, as taking money, or 
any other commodities vpon hard conditions, ami at vnrea- 
{onable rates,or for needleſſe expences, and vnthriſtineſſe, or 


; any way to the hurt ofhis ſtate or conſcience, Secondly, if ir 


tendto the hurt and damage of the lender, that hee is in dan- 
ger to bee defeated of his owne, and ta ſuſtaine lofle by our 


; meanes,if we our ſelues are to be intangled by ir, the ſum and 
| valueofthe debr being morethen wee are able cither to pay, 
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or well to-ſpare : when ones owne creditors by that oc. 
caſion,mult be defrauded of cheir due, when our wives, chil. 
dren,& families, which haue alſo an intereſt in our ſub'tance, 
hall be robbed of their portion and ma ntenance, and berez, 
ued of the truit of their owne labours, Then he ſhewerh are. 
medie againſtir,to hate ſuch as clap hands that is, to hate and 
feare to bee clapper of hands our ſelues, for the ratifying and 
confirmation of promiles in this vnaduiſed ſuretiſhip, andfq 
we ſh21] be ſafe and ſure in this behalfe, Provided yer,that ve 
take not other courſes that be couſen-germanes to it, andy 
dangerous and hurtfull as that is : as pegl\gently withoutall 
care and regard to run into debts and arrerages,or venturoul. 
ly wichour due conſideration of mens faithtulncſle, and abili. 
ty to lcnd forth our money, warcs,or cattel],and fo to putour 
Rare into the hands of ſtrangers. 


Verſ.16. eA grations woman maintaineth her honour, « 


firong men keepe 1 hes, 


Grations woman Which is endued with the fear of God, 

and the heauenly gifts of the holy Ghoſt,doth marntar, 
that is, doth both get and hold a reuerent eſtimation and 
credit, a: ſtrong men be of ability to obtaine wealth, andri- 
ches,and to detend that whichthey have, - A man withgrez 
firength,being alſoinduſtrious and prudent, through labout 
and :ravell, will in time compaſſe no ſmall commodity: and(c 
will this godly woman by her piety, modeſty, mcekeneſſe, 
with all other good endowments of minde, apd vertues! 
conuerſation , purchaſe ynto her ſclfe great praiſe andcom- 
mendation from thoſe whoſe liking, approbation, andreft 
monie is ofany value, Likewiſe mighty men ( eſpecially whe 
they are well armed ) hold faſttheir money and ſubftance,i 
15 not eafiero rob; them of their goods, but a more difficult 
matter it is to hereaue and fpoile an honeſt religious matrone 
of her truth. cha(tity, and g-odneſle, whereby ſhe ſhouldde 
expoſcdto ſhame and reproch, 
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Verſ.17. Hee that is a mercifull man reWvardeth his owne 
ſoule: but he that is cruell tronbleth bis owne ficſh. 


Y a merciſul{man,is meant ſuch a one, as with a tender & 
Bi heart doth good bothtothe bodics and ſoules of 


men according to theirneed,and his owne ability. And free- 


| lyalforemitteth wrongs,and paſſeth by offences withoutre- 


uengement, Where it is faid that he rewardeth his owne ſoule, 
theſenſe is,that he procureth to himſelte both for loule & bo. 
dy areward from God, & that as certaine,as large,andconti. 
nuall,as if the fulneſle of power werein his owne hand,to be- 


: flowypon himſelfe as much happines for as long time as his 


heart could poſhbly defhire. 


But he that ts cruell | Whicheither in violence or rigor vſcth 


' tooffermen hard mealure,or ſhutteth vp his compaſhon from 
| themtbatarein affliftion,that he will no way relicue or ſceke 


to comfort,troubicth his owne fleſh, that is, hurteth his owne 
body,and in like manner his ſoulc alſo, 


Verl.18, Thewicked worketh a deceitfull worke : but he that 
ſoweth righteonſneſſe, ſhallreceine a ſure reward, 


He wicked worketh a deceitfullworke | Hee is continually 

praRifing of ſome cuill, which will never faile,to make 
his expeRation to faile. But he that ſoweth righteonſnes,which 
coaſtantly,and conſcionably is exerciſed in doing good, ſhall 
bane a ſure reward,partly in this life, with a competent mea- 
ſure of comfortable proſperity, and perfeRly in the life to 
come, with glorious immorrality. The ſenſe will be the berter 
diſcerned,itthe oppoſition be ſer downe in this manner : The 
wicked worketh a deccitfull v.orke by ſowing of iniquitie, 
and thereforc ſhall be deceiucd in his reward : butthe godly 
worketh a faithfull worke by ſowing of rightcouſneſle, and 
therefore ſhall recciuc a ſure reward, 


N 3 Verl. 19, 


PrxoOvEREs. Chtp.11, 
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Verſ 19.So » obteonſneſſe leadeth tolife,and he that ſo!l;werh 
enill.ſccts th hi; vivaAC death. 


*H., yer(s is inferred vpon the former, by way of cxplica, 
S rion,to ſhew what he meant by the decciucable wor keof 
the wicked, an the ſure wages of the righteous And fit hee 
beginneth withthe latter, according to the manner of the He. 
brewes declaring that life, ynderſ{tanding thereby immornali. 
ty,znd al! ine bleſſednefle annexed vnto it,is that ſure reward 
which 2'i godly men may vndoubtely exp: & : and ectiruth. 
on both 1 ſoule and body eternally, is the end whereuntothe 
deceirfull worke will bring wicked men, which doe fo much 
deceiue tliemſelues by a greedy deſire of ſatisfying thcir ſins 
full iuſts, 


Verf. 20, They that are of a froward heart are abomination 
t1 the Lord: but they that are vpright in their way, are hu te. 


Y Y fro\vard in heart,he meaneth not only ſuch as are incl; 
B ed to anger and bitternes,which arc of a crabbed,/oure, 
and churliſh diſpoſition ; but all that are wilfull in any fafull 
cour{t, though with neuer ſo great mirth and laughter, Ye 
many times excefſive pleaſure, and ſporting and merriment, 
with good fellowſhip,as men account it,is > very ſubiete! 
the'r frowardnefſe, and that which they ſo obilinacely ſznd 
in. And though they pretend reaſon for their doing & ieme 
ſinoorbly to defend it, without peruerſencſſe,yet thc hart bes 
ing ſctled inreſolution of it owne purpoſe, the Lord token 
norice of it,and therefore abhor;eththem for the preſc ar,and 
will makehis iudgements to manife(t his detefFation of them 
hereafter, But they that are wpright in their tay and heart, (4 
the other are froward in heart and behauiour) are preatly de- 
loucd oft God now,and ſhall more fully ſee, and feele, andene 
loy the comfort and happineſſe of his fauour in tine to comt- 


Ver(, 321 


4 
: 
” 


yerſe 2 


Verſ 
vnpuni/ 


He 

mt 
aide anc 
not be : 
taketh 1 
though 
fewer tr 
goc our 
and pol 
firong \ 


ſhall de 
Verſ 


WOMAN 


Ai 
br 
> ength 
4 bring tr 
N which v 
* ofnatur 
! miſhes, 
# excellen 
4 by then 
| ring.by 
: ingothe 
| Now wi 
| brutiſhe 
: ofpride 
| ther vict 
| 


FOE ID? Den FAN b 


Perſe 21.22. Provenss. 133 


Verſ.21.. Though handioyne in hand,thewicled ſhall not be 


q vnpuniſhed,but the ſeed of the righteous ſhall eſcape. 


Hough yngodly men haue many friends, and ſuch as bee 
Th hty: though they ioyne all their forces together to 
aide and defend one another, or all of them one, yet they ſhall 
not be able to miniſter any helpe or ſuccour when the Lord 
taketh chem in hand to plague them. On the other fide, 
though righteous men ſeeme to bee in great perill, and haue 
fewer friends, and choſealſo poore and feeble, yet they ſhall 
goc outand bedciiucred,and not onely fo, bur their children 
and poſterity alſo ſhall bee preſerued : ſo that whereas inany 
firong wicked men cannot deliuer one, one weake godly man 
ſhall deliver many, 


' Vetſ,22, As aiewell of gold in a ſwines ſnout : ſo ts a faire 
woman that lacketh diſcretion. 


A; aring ofgold,or any other ornament doth not adorne 
but misbecome a ſwine, no more doth beautie, [tature, 
ſtength, wit, apparell, wealth, or any other externall thing, 
bring truepraiſe or commendation either to man or woman, 
which wanteth true wiledome or vnderſtanding, For no gitts 
* ofnature,or of the body are true ornaments , but rather ble- 
7 miſhes,& eye- ſores, without grace : faire iewels cannot yeeld 
# excellencie ro foule creatures, bur are defaced and di{graced 
| by them, as the filthie ſow would defile the moſt pretious 
ring,by digging inthe dirt,and wallowing in the mire,& do- 
ing other like fats wheranto the ſwiniſh beall is accuſtomed, 
Now wicked women,and graccleſſe men,are more foule and 
{ brutiſhthea the dirtieſt hogge,rumbling in the filth and ſtink 


: ofpride,wantonnefle, vnchaltiry,riot,contention,and ſuch o- 


Die ood DAid4k 


whatſoeuer feature their perſons be, or how gorgeous ſocue! 
their garments be,or how great ſocuer their dignicies be, the 
* Lord,and wiſe mendiſcerne nothing in chem bur deformity. 
; N 4 Verl.23. 


f 
| ther vices : if what colour then ſocuer their faces bee, or of 
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Verſe 23. The deſire of the righteous is onely good: but thy 
hope of the wicked is indignation. 


V\ JE muſt beware here that we iuſtihe not al the wiſhes 


and defiresto bee good, which righteous men con. 
ceite,nor condemneallto be varighteous which concciues, 
ny wiſhes and defires that bee not good : for then ſhould Dy. 
id be excluded out ofthe number<ofthe righteous, or elſe his 
deſire of having Bathſkeba, or wiſhing to know the nuinber 
ofthe people ſhould hee allowed. But hee vnderftandeth the 
maine ſtreame of cheir defire3,the courſe and current of their 
hearts is to godlinefle and goc dneſlc,though ſometimes they 
corrupt nature in themſclues, and the tempeſtuous temprz. 
tioas of Saran Co violeatly drive their thoughts another way; 
which is wholly contrary in the wicked, For they defire no 
thing but miſchiefe ard cuil!, & therfore in the endthey ſhall 
receive nothing but miferie and puniſhment, which will beſo 
great and ſo grieuous,as will make them raue and rage with 
madneſſe 2nd furie,efpecially becauſe they looked for abeter 
Rate, Thus then Randerh the oppoſition : the defire of the 
rightcous is onely good, and therefore their hope ſhall endin 
conſolation : but the delire of the wicked is onely euill, and 
therefore their hope ſhallend in indignation, 


Verſe 24. Thereis that ſcattereth,and is more increaſed:n 
he that ſpareth more then right,commeth ſurely to powertie, 


= that diſperſe their goods, this way and that, beſiow 
inp them vpon ſuch as are in want and neceffity,or other 
wiſe imploying them for the publike benefit of many, they 
that are1cadie and willing to part with their goods or mon, 
for the rclicfe of ſuch as are in want or eerie nies any & 
ther good vſes,are ſaid to ſcatter them : and ſuch take hehe 
courle to increaſe them, as ſowing of corne is a meancs i0 
helpe aman moreand more. 

Aud this he deliuererh with great wifedome and warins, 
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ſaying, that ſoine are more increaſed and nor all :for many 
ſcatter vpon Cice,and cards,and doyges,and whores,and fuch 
Iike,and they may looke to be ({ripr of all che reſt, rather then 
toadde to that which they haue. On the other fide, hee that 
keeperh in that which hee oughtto lay our,aud ſparerhthar 
which dutie requireth him to {pend, doth play the euill hue 
band for the impoueriſhing of his owne eſtate, 


Verſe 25. The liberall ſoule ſhall wax fat,and he that gizeth 
plentifully ſhallpowre foorth, 


Heſe words have afhnitie with the former part of the 
Ts next before,and are ioynedto itpartly in we . of ex- 
ponent partly in way of illuFration. And therefore firſt 

ce ſheweth who obcaine that bleſſing to iucreale by ſcatte- 
ring , 2nd that is they whoſe liberaluie beginneth ar their 
hearts :and then hedeclareth the proſperous ſuccefle thereof 
by aſunilitude from wel-( macbich recciue as much wa- 
ter inwardly, as they ſend foorth outwardly, which, ifthey 
ſhould faile of ifſue, would allo faile of fulnes, the waters di- 
uerting their courſe ſome other way, where they might haue 
berrer paſſage, or elſe infuling themſclues in che earth, and 
mould of the adiacent places round abour, & ſo make a quag- 
mire, The fame compariſon doth [ſaiab vſc for the ſame pur- 


pole: The Lord ſhall ſatisfie thy ſoule continually in dronght,and !ai.58.r2; 


mate fat thy bones : and thou ſhalt be like awatred garden, and 
like a ſpring of water, whoſe waters faile not. 


Verſ.26.He that withdraweth corne,the people wil curſe him: 
but bleſſing ſhall be vpon the head of himthat ſelleth corne, 


T is not ynlawfull to keepe in corne, as /oſeph did in the 
time of plenticto be prouided againſt ſcarcitic and dearth: 
but when we may ſpareit,andothers needeir, then to with 
holdthe ſelling thereof in hopeto raiſe the price,thistendeth 
toacommon hurt, and therefore will cauſe a common come 
plaint of the people againſt vs, But on the other fide, blef- 
fing ſhall bee on his. head thas ſelieth corne, hee ſhall _ 
y 
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only haue the good teſtimonie and prayers of men benexh, 
;but the bleſſing of God himſelfe from aboue deſcend ypoy 
him. Prouided that his heart be vpright therein, not ſo much 
reſpeQing the price in ſelfe-loue, as the profiting of his bro. 
ther in Chriſtian charitic : and that hee vſe all other duecir. 
cumſtances accordingly, As to ſell that which is good nt 4 
reaſonable rate, and performe it in due ſeaſon,and full meafur 


and ſuch like, 


Verſe 27. Hee that diligently ſeeketh good, ſhall get fawoyr, 
but he that ſeeketh enill,it ſhall come to him, 


E thar ſeeketh carefully with an ypright heartto benek; 
Hei among whom hee liuethin any good manner, ty. 
'keth the beſt way to win the hearts of the people, andis like 
to haue the hearts of good men knit ynto him,and certainets 
obtaine andenioy Gods fauour and louing kindnefſe, Andhe 
that plotterh,or praRtiſeth miſchiefe againſt others, of allo. 
thers ſhall be moſt hurt thereby himſelf . For the Lordisnot 
ynacquainted with the waies of men, with their defires, ende. 
vours,and ations: and hee loueth thoſe who witha faithful 
heart addi themſelues to weldoing,and will incline the fe. 
Qions of men,whoſe kindnefſe is worth any eftimationyto be 
kinde ynto them: and he will alſo requite to hurtfull ard ms 
lignant miſcreants their owne meaſure, according to our pro 
uerbs, Selfe doe, ſelfe haue : alſo, He that doth watch harme, 
ſhall not faile ro catch harme. And notwichRlanding tha 
their miſchieuous defignes take none effeR, (as Balaam could 
nor obtaine his purpoſe to curſe Iſrael) yer the very attempt, 
eathe defire ſhall not {cape without puniſhment, which ſhal 
inflied ypon them in due ſeaſon, 


Verſe 28. Hee that ryuftetb in his riches, ſpall fall: but tht 
rigbteons ſhall flariftras a branch, 


Hit" ſo repoſerh ypon his wealth, as that for love, 3nd 
4 nethercohhe is willing,and in confidence thereof bt 
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is bold to fin againſt God; he which hopeth it wi!l keepe him 


from troubles,or rid him out of troubles,or any way conferre 


happineſle to him,this man ſhall ſurely be brought don,and 
* fall into miſchiete. And fo by the farne proportion, ſhall all 
* thoſe which truſt to men, or to wit, or to any other creature, 
| Onthe other fide, iuſt menare all on the mending hand; they 


are well planted,they grow ina fruitful ground by the rivers 
! of water, they hauethe Lord Ictus Chrilt for their roote, they 


* haucGod the Father to drefſe and keepe them, and therefore 
* they ſhall floriſh as a branch which growerh and bath greene 


leaues. The drought of aduerſtie ſhall not hurt th, the dewes 
of wholeſome proſperitic ſhall not faile them. They ſhall haue 
* aferie for their dodies, graces for their loules, competency for 
* theiritare and all good furtherances for their eucrlaſting glo- 
| rie. Thus Randeth the oppoſition: The wicked crutt in their 


* riches.and they ſhall fall iike rotten boughes ; butthe righte= 


| ous trult in the Lord, and they ſhall grow like flouriſhing 
; branches. 


| Verſ.29. Hee that troubleth bis owne houſe ſhall inherit the 
| winde,and the foole ſhall be ſernant to the wiſe 1n heart, 


| 

{I FE is ſaid to trouble his houſe, which doch miſpend his 
, goods, and miſguide his affaires, and miſgouerneth his 
# people chat dwell with him, That either doth corrupt them 
$ with finfulnes or moleſt them with frowardnes,or aMlict them 
7 with miferie, Waen he eicher makerh them patients ro beare 
2 the burthen of tis follie, or agents ro commit follie with him, 
$ He ſhall inherit the winde, thar is, ſhall bring all ro nothing, 
2 His ſubſtagce ſhall flie vp like ſmoake into the ayre,and no- 
| thing bee left ro maintaine him on earth. And when all bis 
goods are gone, his libertie muſt goe after. This foole ſhall 
* ſhall be ſerua:1c tro the wiſe in heart, that is.co one who is more 
_prouident, diſcreete and carefull for his ftare and houſehold, 
They were wont in great wants to ſell themſelues for ſer- 
: vants,as the E yptians didin /sſephs time, And for great debts Gen.47.19- 
bee'taken by the creditors, and either made their bond- 
men, 


12.49.4- 
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men,orelſe ſold to others. And one oftheſe, ſaith he, is likets 
be the caſe of this ynthriftie trouble-houſe, 


Verſ.30, The fruit of the righteons is 4s 4 tree of life and y 


that winneth ſoules 1 wiſe. 


He meaning of theſe words is, that a godly manis ver 

plentifullin bringing forth fruit, and his frwr exceed 
profirablerothem that receive it, Eſpecially his inftruQion, 
conſolations,prayers,zrd other ſpirituall means that he vleth 
to conucrt,or confirme the harts of his brethren, And hehin. 
ſelfe alſo is not without the fruit of his owne fruit; whichi 
intimated here by pronouncing him wiſe that winneth ſoul 
that is, which with deſire and endeauour faithfully and dil 
creetly,by Gods owne — to his place andeal 
ling either doth draw men out of their ſinnesand ignorand, 
orelle faileth of ſucceſle therein, nor by his negligence, ad 
want of loue; but rather by their fubbornneſſe and wants 
will, And herewith the Propher doth ſarisfie himſclfe, whit 
foeuer ſhould bee the iſſue of his miniflery. Now ſaith th 
Lord that formed me from the wombe to bee his ſernant : tha! 
may bring Iacob againe to him, though Iſrael bee not gathn, 
yet ſhall [ be glorioxs in the eyes of the Lord: and my Golſtulk 
my ſtrength, On the other ſide we dare not take ypon vstoiv 
flifietke hearts and Rates of all thoſe which haue been occth 
ons of any mans conuerſion,if it be not their fruit ;nortors 
tenuate the efficacie of euery ynregenerate mans miniſter, 
that his doQtrine ſhould win none to ſaluation, Jt is grantt 
without queſtion or gainſaying, that hee may prepare befor 
and build ypafcer,and we remember not any ſuch ſtint ore 
Rtraint ſpoken of, but that he m1y alſo conuerr, eſpeciallyts 
fore his lifeis Nained wich any figfu!! behaviour, that might 
a his miniſtery intocontempc, The power of preaching 
Randeth inthe ordinance of God, by the worke of bis {pi 
and not iu the perſon of the meſſenger that dot'. publiſl: i, 
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Verl,1 3. Zeholl, the righteous Bal! bee recompenced on 
earth : how nuc? more tos wi: hed andthe ſinner? 


He matter which he is about to {pcak of, is both certaine 

and waighty,and tuch as concerneth :ucry man to looke 
to in regard of his owne caſe : and chercture he preiixerh ris 
word, Bcho'!d, to moue all ro fcrious confideration of thar 
which is to be (aid, And thar is firit rouching the godly, thar 
they w.ult be corrected for cheir faults when they offend,cuen 
in ſuch manner and meaſure as holdeth ſome proportion with 
their offeaces, though not in equality, for then who ſhould 


Þ bc able ro abide it ? The word recompence, therefore in this 


place isnot taken for reuengement, or puniſhment procce- 


$ ding frem Gods indignation , but a louing chattiſe:nent, 


though it be ſharpe,according tothe threatning of Parcnts to 


S their children, whom they be farre from hating, or hurting : 1 
$ will ſurely pay you for this. And that it Could appeare char 
# nothing is intended againſt chem, for the perill of their eucr= 
$ lafing Rate,there is a limitation annexed,thar it is to be one= 


- 
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{ - 
f — —— 


: 
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ly in the earth, Next be ſheweth the condition of the wicked, 


$ that if the righteous ſcape not ſcotfree, they muſt in no ſore 
© bee ſpared, bur feele more heauie and fearetull puniſhments, 
$ though rot in the earth, yet in the world to come, 
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Verſ, x. He that loneth correſtion,loxeth knowledge : but he 
that hateth correftion,is brmtiſh, 


4 that loneth inftrution | Which doth apply 
#£] himſclferto ſeeke it, by thoſe meanes which are 
&1 = P ordained of God for his people to bee intiru- 


| to £8) icy cd by, and accepteth and maketh vie of it, 
> © < dS 


©: 22I8 whenit is offered to him, he lonerh *nowledge, 


{ 
if 


thatis,bath ic in duc ellimation,and truly defireth it, & _ 
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fore ſhall alſoaccordingly obraine it. But be that hateth cy, 
reftion, which refuſerh all inſtruftion, but eſpecially will ng 
endureto be reproucd, or correted, he is brutih, a beaſtiny 
mans ſhape,a foole in a high degree of follie, both for anig. 
norant mindand rude behauiour, and wretched condition, 


Verſ. 2. A good man getteth fanonr of the Lord : but a ma 


of wiched magination w {l be condemne., 


Good man, which ſetteth his heart to deuiſe of goodne; 

and performeth the ſame in practiſe, getreth favour i 
the L ord,that is,enioyeth the aſſurance and comfort of hisle, 
uing kindnefle in his ſoule,and the good effects thereof bet 
in ſoule and body,and cuery other way, Pat a man of wich 
imaginations,&c, Itis the deſcription of a wicked man dy 2 
periphralis,that heis as it were made of finfull ttovghts an 
purpoſes,and isin the middeſt of them, 

A good man may fomtimes haue cuill imaginations,as Ds 
id had todeftroy the whole houſe of Nabal, bur it wasth 
imagination of the man, and he was nox a man of ſuchimug. 
nations. He will condemne,&c, The diſpleaſure of God again 
him 1s declared by the effeR,he will conuince him, and hnd 
- him guiltie,that is, paſſe ſentence vpon hin, and caule execy- 
tion ro be done accordingly, Thus then ſtandeth the oppo! 
tion: A good manot godly meditations getteth fauour oftie 
Lord,who therefore will ſauc him ; but an cuill man of wie 
ked imaginations,incurreth the diſpleaſure of the Lord,viu 
therefore will condemne him, 


Ver. 3. A mancannot be eftabliſhed by wickedneſſe : but h 


root of the righteons cannot be moned, 


_ fulneſle may ſeeme to ſerue a mans turne, but intheend 
itſhall appeare it never did him good, For howſoeuer iti 
an occaſion of lifting many men yp on hic in proſperity,ytt! 
giveth them no ſure footing in their ſtare, but downe theyki, 
and thenit had been better for them to haue Rood till oniit 
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Verſe 4 5+ ProvEREsS. 191 
ground. Wicked men ofren grow greater, and faſter then 0. 
thers, butcheir ſecling is not fo faſt and firme,as the other part 
S ſhewerh The rightzous though they benort lo tall and {prea- 
# ding vpwards,yetthey tzke roote the ſtronger Cownwards 
$ 2ndchoughtheir boughes be ſhaken aboue, yerthar will nox 
looſen his hold beneath, This is the oppolition: The vngodly 
; ſhall nor be eſtabliſhed by wickednelle, but his root ſhall be 
' plucked vp ; but the righteous ſhall bee eftabl:ſhed by godli- 


4 
, 


7 neſſe,and his root ſhall not be moued, 


{ 
: 
: 

\ 
J 


Verſ.4. A vertnous woman is the crowne of her hucband : 
/ but ſhe that maketh him aſhamed i a rottenneſ/e im his bones, 


* 


: 


Vertnous woman,which feareth God,and loueth her hue 

band,and is faithfull in her calling ,zs a crowne to her huſe. 
band,ſhe is for his honour and credit,and conſequently for his 
profit and comfort, But he that makerh him abamed, which 
ither by her leaudneſſe and rudenefle, doth bring himinto 
Icontempr,or at leaſt maketh himto hold downe his head, or 
Þy negligence, pride and waſtfulnefle doth weaken his eſtate, 
Sand bringeth him co want,ſhe z a rottenneſſe in his bones,that 
3s,atorment and corrafiueto his heart, as grieuous as the ach 
f the bones, or corruption of the marrow, which is more 
ainfull and incurable then an vicer in the fleſh. The Antithe-« 
Ss is thus : A vertuous woman is the crowne of her husband, 
nd ſo a great ioy and gladnefle to his heart : bur a vicious 
oman is a ſhame to her husband, and as a rottenneſle in his 
ones, 


Io 
Verſ. 5. The thonghts of the init are right : but the connſels 


of the wicked are deceit. 


\theend Odly men are not alrogether void of thoughts that are 
eueritl notright and allowable : ſomtimes Satan cafteth in mat- 
ity,yetl rto turne them out of rhe right covrſe : ſomerimes their 
ey we fleſh will play irpart, and ftirrevp defire of commodity 
ll ont: | Wd praiſe, and gleaſures, and ſuch like in them : burtheſe are 
grouss, . 2s 
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45 the muddineſſe that may be for a time in a good fountzine 
that is troubled: thele they allow not: theſe they refiſt, and 
judge them(clues for ; and therefore God taketh notice on 

ofthem that are good ending to his ſervice ard glory, thei 
owne faluation,and the benefit of their brethien, Onthes, 
ther ſide,che counſels of the wicked, that is, their devices, ploy, 
and purpoſes inthemlclues (for they are here rather the wok 
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of the minde then ofthe tongue,and oppoled to the though _ 
of the godly) are deceit, rending either to the circumuentch well be 
and wronging of others,or to the cloaking and nidirg ofther Þ Þ (4b 
ewne finfulncſle, ment o 
hat 5, 
Verſ.6. The talking of the Wicked is to lie in Waite forbluk | 7 , bs ref 
but the mowth of th: r1ghteons will aeliner them, ® be aſſai 
8 maladi 

Heſe words are not to bee vnderftood to meane allfor 7 


ble hin 


comet 


of wicked men,but ſuch as are malitious : and their per 
ches t00,0t ſuch as they maligne, doe principally tendto th 
inſnaring and catching of them,and that to their defiruQoy 
ſo farre as they caneffect it : ifnot by violence vpon theirhs 
diesro theraking away of thcir liues, yer by oppreſſion the 
wiſe tothe ruine of their cftate, Now the contrarie istobe: 
foundinthe godly,who vſe their lips as much as inthemis,t 
ſuccour ſuch as the wicked lie in waite for : either as Tai 
nephew did, by diſcouering the praiſes again(l them, orb 
ing ſucers for them, or clecring their innocency, And this 
ſpoken of their endeauour, and not of the event, for thi 
many tames otherwiſe, 


Verſ.7. Godowerthroweth the wicked,and they are nit: bs 
the houſe of the righteous ſhallfland, 


WE the tate of the yngodly which are not God 
choſen,changeth from proj pertty to aducrhtie,l i& 
dome ſtayeth till they be vtterly detiroyed, both chemlelut 
and their houſes : This word, are nor,ſignifierha (laughteri 
killing, as itis ſpokenofthe murtheripg of che witaurs by 
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red,Mar. 2.18. Ter. 31.15.» Rama was 4 voice heard, monr. 
| ning,and weeping, and great lamentation : Rachel weeping for 
her children and would not be comforted, becanſe they were not, 
But here is more vnderſtood, then the lofſe of natural! life, ond 


£ thatis, theperdition of ſoule and body, And yet not the ex- 


# cinRion of either : for the ſoule ſhall never vaniſh away, nor 


2 the body for cuer: they ſhall nor fiad ſo much mercie at Gods 


hands. Their being ſhall not ceaſe, but their comfortable and 
well being. They (hall bee eucrlaſting, encrlattinglyto beare 
theburthen of Gods wrath, and to ſuffer the vnſufferable ror= 
$ mentof death and damnation. 'Zut the honſe of the righteous, 
$ that is, he, and thoſe things which apjertaine vnto him, ſhall 
© bcpreſerued from being ouerthrowneto ruine, His ſoule may 
S be aſlaulred with tentations,and his body affiifted with many 
& maladies, and many blaſts of crofles and 2fi:&tions may trou- 
# ble him ſore; yea both himſelte and his eftate may ſeeme to 
S come to an end,bur it is only as a tree tranſplanted, and not 
Fextirpated, or rooted out ; for as much as it is ſet inberrer 
# ground: or asan houſe remoued and taken downe,to be made 
$ a firmer, and more beautifull building, but fall downe and pe- 
$:iſhicdoth not, 


Verl.8. A man ſhall bee commended according to bir wiſe= 
ome : but the freward in heart ſhall be deſpiſed. 


A S cuery one is more wiſe & godly, ſo ſhall he haue more 
true praiſe & honor:Somtimes,& yery oftenthe wicked 

al commend him, commonly the righteous,and alwaies che 
Lord himſelfe, but moſt of all atthe laſt day, before all men, 
and Angels,as our Sauiour telleth ys in the 25. of Matth,Con- 
rariwite the froward in heart,ſuch whole harts r2ic&t al good 
Wiltcudtions and graces, ſha/lbe deſpiſed, and brought to con- 
W-inpc among men in this life, or their faults breake out after 
hey are dead,or be manifeſted before all the world at the day 
ff the Lord, This isthe oppoſition ; He that is vpright of hart 
hall be commended for his wiſedome : but he that is froward 


Wt heart, ſhall be deſpiſed for bis follic, 
© O 
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Verſe 9. He that is deſpiſed, and is bis owne ſernant,it betty 
then he that boafteth himſelfe ,and larherh bread, 


E that is deſpiſed, that is, of meane'eftate, for whichthy 
Hen proud worldlings commonly haue men in cop, 
tempt,oxd is his whe ſernart, that is induftrious and d lpen 
by !:bour to provide himfclfe of things chat be needfull, (and 
ſo cucr thev way tt uly bee called their owne ſervants,thar xe 
Faithfull in 2nother mans ſervice)ss better then he that boaſt, 
himſe!fe,chat is, which Candeth vpon his reputation, and ye 
lcketh bread, hath lictle or nothing to maintaine hirmſelk 
withall : for bread is puthere for all manner of neceſſarie pro. 
uifon, He is the berter man,ai.d inthe better ſtate whomthe 
Lord doch more regard ; which doth performe the berterof. 
fices to his brethren; who doth eate the labours of his hand, 
and comfortably enioyerh the fruite of his trauailes; whoſ: 
wiſedoine and prouidence all wiſe men take notice of and 
commend, 


Verſc 10, Arighteous manregardetb the life of his beaf bs 


the mercies of the wicked are cruel, 


Hepurpoſc and drift of theſe words tendeth to this, tha 

every godly and righteous man is alſo mercifull: andthx 
no wicked perſon can pofſibly haue any true pitie or compa 
hon in him, A ri2hteous man, every one that feareth Goda 
Is faithfull,regarderh the life of his beaſt, his loue and kindns 
and good dealing is fo plentifull ro men, and eſpecially thoſ 
which cepend vpon him,and be of his charge, and at his 
ding, rhat it floweth oucr alſo to the catrell, and creaturs 
which he owneth or vſcth, or is put in trultto look ro, of hatt 
40 ym oftercc. to preſerue from hurt or periſhing, bs 
te mercies of the wicked, thoſe ations and waies of their 
which carrie the faire(t ſhew and colour of mercie, are cr, 
kaue crueltie mixed therewith,cither in purpoſe or mannerd! 
event inſuing thereupon ; either the hurt onely benefitiog# 
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oh: other : or doe a good turne to a man in a ſmaller matter, and 
"Ws miſchiefe to the ſame, in a greater; by poyſoning the ſoule, 
© ynderpretence of pleaſuring him by ſome outward commo- 
dicie : or laying a baite for him, by giving atrifle,co draw him 
ichihe 2 into his ner, for the ouerthrow, or impairing of his eſtate, &c. 
* Andifthere be ſuch cruelcie in their kindneſſe, in their libera- 


H_ licie,in their mercie ; what is ro be looked for in their hatred, 
1 Gn * intheirdiſpleaſure,in cheir wrath and ficrcencs ? 

_ Verſ.11. He that tilleth his lard ſhallbe ſatisfi-4 with bread: 
od ye if but hc chat followeth the idle,is deſtitute of underſtanding, 

_ | E that tilleth his land | Which is induſtrious and Faithfull 
_= to doe good in any honeſt yocation:although he inftan= 
terol, | © Eb this one worke of husbandrie, a ſct ſeruice very lau- 
hank | | able and praiſe worthie, for the common vrilitie, and gene- 
ak ; rall nece fſicie of it, ſhall be ſatisfied with bread,ſhall have com- 
of in | | Perencicof all things that are needfull for him, and that with 


comfort and good contentation,if hee be godly and religious 
allo,and not prodigall,or greedie of gaine: for pictic bringeth 
aft be contentment : but it is as pollible to till yp a bottomlcfle gulfe 
als + With water, as to ſatisfic a voluptuous perſon which devou- 
* reth wealth as faſt as hee getteth it; or a rauenous worldling 
: whoſe heart and deſire is like'to hell and the graue, inceſſantly 
1 hungrie, Bur he that followeth the idle, vaine fellowes, which 
me" } giuethemſclues to no good trade or occupation,and is idly as 
Pk ; they are, is deititute of underſtanding, plaicth the foole, and 


1s, that 
ndthx 


= 1 ſhall feele the ſmart and paine of it, with miſcrable and gric- 
vihos | © 22uspenurie,as wanting meanes of maintenance,and the help 
[ifs + of friends to reheue him,and reſolution of minde ro vndergoe 
=_ ſo heavie abut then with patience, = 
hb 3, The oppoſition is : He thartillerh his land is wiſe, and ſhall 
ll be ſatisfied with bread : but hee that followeth the idle, or is 
IN 3 idle for that is the meaning) is deſtitute of vaderſtanding, 
l and ſhall bee filled with pouertie, So is the ſupplic made: 
111.1 Chap,28.19, | 
nnerd! 
"z O.2 Verſe 
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Verſ.12.The wicked deireth the defence of them that be eyit, 


bat the roote of the righteous giueth it, 


K& 7 Hen the vngodly do come into perils,and affliction 
V and troubles doe come vpon them, all their bope of 
helpe reſteth wholly in men, and thoſe not the godly whic 
might dire them,or pray tor them, but finſull perſons a5h44 
as themſelues, whoſe fauour and power they truſt ynto,buti 
yaine, for they are deceiued by them : but the righteous 
not,or ncede not to bee driven to ſuch ſhifts, the LordIek; 
Chrilt chcir roote vadertaketh their prefſcruation, and eo 
not onely make a ſhew thereof, but effectually performethi;, 


Verſe 13, The evill man is ſnared by the withedueſſe of i 
lips,but the wiſe ſhall come ont of aduerſuie, 


S$ wicked men doc maliciouſly abuſe their rongues to 

the hurt of others, ſo alſo many times they oucrſhoo;: 
themſclues ſo farre as that aduantage is taken of their wort 
to their owne peril and hurt : they cither alienatetheir friend, 
or prouoke their encinies,or expoſe themſelues to the will and 
power of them that lie in waite-for them, or caſt themſelue; 
into the Magiftrates hand, for' ſedicious or contemptuou 
ſpceches: finally, by committing of one abſurditie, or othe; 
they are intangled and cavght, as a bird inanet, or a beaftn 
a toyle: as on the other ſide the godly doe oftentimes hel: 
themſclucs out of troubles by the wiſedome of their ſpeeches 
For ſometimes the equitie of their c2uſe is found out and% 
uoured by reaſon of their forcible and good arguments vit 
and prefſed in their apologie: ſomerimes their mild behauiou 
and ſoftnes of ſpeech'much worketh vpon their aduerſzri 
being not implacable,to pacifie their diſpleaſure,and to mite 
pate their fiercenes : ſometimes friends are ſolicited, and ptr 
{waded by their wiſediſcourſeto ftandin their defence, ort0 
intercede for them: and alwaics thcir prayers to God aret 
fetuall for their helpe and ſuccour, ; 
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Perſe 14.15- Prover>s. 197 

Verſe 14. A man ſhallbe ſatiat with good things by the fruits 
of his mouth ,and the recompence of a mans hands ſhall God gine 
vnto him. 


_ 


Man ſhall be ſatiatewith good things, &c, That is,ſhall be 
nr by the Lord with great bleſſings, for the 
| good vſage of his rongue, when hee ſpzaketh to Gods glorie, 
* andtheedification of his brethren,or for iultice and cquiic in 
' the bchalfe of chein that are wronged, and jnturioully dealt 

with, He will flirre vp mento loue him, and ſhew kindncefſe 
} ynco him, yea thoſe ſometimes which be of great place, and 
| able to doe him much good,as it is ſaid, he chat /overh purenes 
i of heart, for the grace of bis lippes the King ſhall be hrs friend, 


* Pcou.22.11, Bur eſpecially hee himſelte will beſtow vpon 


4 him all good things for tt:is lite, and graces for cucrlaſting 
life, and glorie for hife cuerlaſting. end :he recompence,&c, 
* And ſo ſhall euery mans good workes be alfo rewarded with 
{ mercie and fauour,though there be nothing in them of deſert 
Land mcrit. 


 Verſe15. The way of a foole is right in his owne eyes,but hee 
what heareth connſell is wiſe, 


T7 way of a foole) The wicked courſe and behaviour of a 
ſinfull perſon, whom God reputeth a foole, (for it is not 
Ewnderſtood of an idiot,as may appeare by the compariſon be- 
zrweene them,chap.26.1 2. See? 1hou a man wiſe in his ows cone 
" .here 15 more hope of a foole then of bim) is right in his owne 
wes; he likerh of it, and alloweth hirnſelie init, as ſafe & good 
Sorhimto walke in, and conſequently reieCtcih all good ad- 
ice,and admonitious : But hethat heareth connſeil which ſuf- 
c&c;h his owne iudgement, and receiueth dircetion from 
Whemthar are wiſe and godly,and obeyerh it,he 15 wiſe, ſhews 
#th the wiſedome that he had before, and learncth more, and 


Andeth the fruite of it by good effeR., 
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Verſe 16. A fooles wrath is made knowne the ſame Ja bn 
prodent 1141 couereth ſhame, 


He meaning of the holy Ghoſt is not to condemne 4! 
"Þ fande of anger {for it 1s one of the powers of the ſoy]; 
which God created as an ornament in men, and godly ange 
1s a part of Gods image in him, and a grace commenced i 
Moſes, Elias.t 1/-a,and our Sauiour himſelte, and hee thai 
alaics altogether deſtitute of this doth provoke Godto hy 
angrie with him,for want of zeale and hatred of ſine, buri; 
a paſſionate anger thatis here reproved, which is not a pony 
of the ſoule but an imporencie, He that conceiueth the giky 
js an agent, and doth a ſeruice to God : but heethat is moe? 
with this,is a meere patient,and (;nne hath in that caſeprey;, 
led againſt him. Nouv it is ſaid that a foole will be know net 
ſame day, that is, ſuddenly and ſpeedily, as foo as he ispri 
noked,he will ſhew it by outcries,reuilings.orthreatnings,c: 
other ſuch like ſignes of choller : Bur a wiſe man, fo tare s 
his 41ſ{-dome worketh, and his naturall corruption andinfr 
mities breake not out, will hide ſhame, that js, will ſuppref 
his anger,and paſſe by the injuries offered ro him,and not ll 
orace himiclte by returning reprochfull ſpecches to himth: 
hath done him the wrong, 


Verſe 17. He that ſbeaketh truth, willſhew righteouſ, TH. 
a falſe witneſſe vſeth decent, 


E that ſpeaketh, ordinarily in his common ſpeech, the 
which :s true, will ſhew righteouſnes, that 15, will cant 
himlcitc ta{tly and further righreoufaes. with h13 teſtimont; 
when he ſhall be publikely called thereunto, Gut « fallent 
neſſe.atalic mai: becomiming a falſe wiznefle,wrl 0/(- d- cen 
mak: 4 {hew of crath,and peraduentare vere: (5110 part ter 
of, but with ſuch craft and cunning, as ſhajl ve contrn't 
riphteouſnes, and hurtfull to ary good cauſe, For the loves 
the tuth cauſcth the one to ytter it conſtantly in prit 3te, 1% 
| tlx46iort 
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therefore he will with good regard promote the ſame in pub- 
like, whereitis more to bee honoured, and will doe the more 
good; andthe other being an enemieto equity and wſice, 
cannoteafily be induced to deale faithfully, aaa toundneſle 


"a et 


7 : 

wr ? for theſame, 

= ; Verſ,18, There « that ſpeaketh word: like the pricing of a 

cha i 0 word: but the tongue of wiſe men 15 health, 

-_ Here is, a brood and companie of finfull fooies, which 

_ ſpeake words lthe the prickings of a ſword, that is-cange- 

Fg rousand pernitious, which pierce deeper to the hurt of mens 

« _ | names and ftates then the edge and point of a ſword doth to 
—_— ones body.But the rongue of the wiſe is health, their ſpeeches 
Po are wholeſornc and helpfull both to cthemlclues and others. 

Wi Tie former ſort are as cruell and hurtfull manſlayers who a- 

> tte 


_ '"F, 7 buſetheir weapons to ſheading of blood, and the latter as 
00 * mercifull and helpfull Surgeens which addrefſerhemſclues to 
pay; bind vp wounds,and apply plaiſters for the curing thereof, to 


SN the preſeruation of mens liucs, 
worefe |} 
bays Verl. 19. The lip of truth ſhall be ſtable for ener,and a lying 
| tongue but for a moment. 
BE He meaning is, that ſuch as ſpeake the truth in vpright-= 
OY 27 I neflewillnor varieintheirtalke,but tell che fame tale a- 
gaine,and bee like ro themſeluesin that which they ſhall ſay, 
- | whereas liars be in and out, affirming and denying, and ſpea- 
emhen } king contradiQionsin the ſame matter, The true man 1s made 
"0" 7 fableand conftantin his reftimonie and offertions, parcly by 
mp } exerciſe, inthat ir is his cultometo vtter nothing bur verity: 
jen BY partly by his affection, which cannot brooke variable affirma- 
1 Þ tions; partly by the benefir of memorie, which is much con- 
Ft (Ree firmed bythe vnchangeable matter of truth which he firſt de- 
p's p  livered:andof all theſe helpes che liaris deſticute , and rhere- 
| kay” * foreit 15no ftrange thing ro find him ſo yncertaine, and vari- 


l1x46ot —_— ſayings, O 4 Verl.20, 
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Verſ, 20, Deceit commeth to the heart of them that praflife 
miſchi:fe,cud1oy to the conn ellers of peace, 


>, Creit commeth to the heart, &c. That is, ſorrow & orief 
THE tothe harts of them that plot milchief avaing 
others by aduice or attempt, when they ſhall fad them lues 
deeeined intheir devices, For as much as they are often Veles. 
ted of their purpoles,their power failing their willes; where: 
they corcciuved tome notable exploits of hurr, and trauc!led 
with vill1nie,they bring forth a lie, and fce all their projed, 
fruſtrate, when that winch they abſolutely preſume d of, is to. 
tally prevented, And beitthar they fucceed in their artemgis 
according to their defires (as :4c949 leemed to get as good 
an eſtate 10 N4vorhs vincyard,as counſel conld deuiſe(yer i}; 
conſequenttherof ſaileth, the cuent of ir 1s nothing antivers. 
bleto their precedent hopes, they looked for glory. anc met 
with thamegthey concluded of coa-tort and {zlicity, and find 
nothing but yexation, trouble and miſerie, Bur tuch 256 
their thoughts and words to moue men to bee at peace vitl 
God andtheir acighbonrs,and to walke inthe way of peace 
and good profferity, ſhall not faile of the comfort of thi 
faithfii!l and wholeſome countell, For God will blefſe them, 
and meawill love themand tlcir owne conkienccs will 0: 


ticualiy minifter maticr ot ly and contulation vnto them, 


Verl. 21. 7%e preniſharent of intquitieſhailnat beſt! the in, 
bat thewicked arc ſull of cul, 
Flitons and corrections may core vpon tne rig 
Z. Y ous, but no reuwnr ging cuil tending to deftruction, wil 
they were abicQts. Wholclume medicines ( ſuch as croſs are 
to th: godly )arenot wont to be miniltred in hacred, and with 
purpoſe to kill, but in mercy and loue, for recoveric of health, 
and conferuation of life, But the wicked ate full of euill, both 
of guiltineſſe and continuall praQiiſe ; accorling to the cot- 
ruption oftheir hearts, which the righteous axe purged mw 
. 80 
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andtherefore alſo of thoſe puniſhments which the righteous 


iſ elcape, 
Verſ,,22. The lying lips are abomination to the Lord : but 
riefe they that deale truly are his delight, 
aink 
[ues He ſnſe is plaine enough of ir ſelfe,if the ſupply be made 
fea. of hit which 1s vaderſtood in both clauſes, The Lord 
"Te: abhorreth !ying Jips,uar is, thote perſons tiiar abute cheir lips 
!1ed to lying, |\ich will alto be falle In their deecs: and heis vell 
e&y pleated witiy them that dea'e tairhtully, which will hkewife be 
> (Gs truce intheir words, And by wis ſaying the [iritot God doth 
mr initiate the wreeched anddutmnable eftare of thole which vic | 
nod falihood; tier ſpeeches and actions: for what can torgue | 
the exprelle, or mind apprehend,more horrible & hideous, then 
(12 Godsindignation,procceding trum the g catnefle of his ha- | I 
met tred, whea nee hath a creature 11 pecſect deteftarion? Ard 1 
find thereforcalſo on the other hoe, the bleſſed condition of iult | 
vie andiruzmen is notified, with whom the Lord 13"fo well plea- 40 
viel ſed, a5 chat heereſ;.cActh them with lingular contentment, } [| 
ace they arc lis fauorites molt deere veto rim, his toy and plea» F 
" ſure is inthim, and thien what euill can befa!l chem, or what | 
'm, good,that is truly good, can be derained from them? 
N Verſe 23. A prudeat x:an conreale!h bnowlerre : but the 3 
veart of fooles publiſheth fool:ſhneſſe, 'v- 
11" 
Z i oy manhetharis of good diſcretion, & hath lear« 14 
ze:!ro be waric & circumſpeet, concealeth knowledge, | F i! 
me notthiache ſhucnerk it vpalcogerher,wichout any vie or bene- j | 
16ii fit of ir to otacrs ; tor that were contrary to the profeffion 7% 
ow wich the Prophet makerh of that wherein eucry godly man } 
cnt 011/11 to follow him; 1 hawe not hid thy righte2uſneſſe within | 
Ich, my heart, but I haue declared thy truth and thy faluation; I | 
oth haue nat concealed thy mercy and thy truth from the great con- | 
-0f- gregation, Pſalm. 40. 10, Andthat were contrary totheteſti= N 
"m, monic whichis giuen of wiſe men, Chap. 15. 7. Tbe lips of the [| 
god wiſe | 
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wiſe doe ſpread abread |nowledge.Þut he will obſerve all gag 


Circumliances of ſpeaking,that it Eee intime anc lace, hen 
good opportunitie doth require it, and good Riectis ker 
be wrought by it, And contrariwil« the heart of afuole which 
leadeth his rongue (tor guide it ice Coth not ) dothſet the 
rongue on worke citherto vtte; bad matcer, or that Which i; 
goodin bad manner that cuery man may ſee the follie which 
isin it. 


Verſ. 24. The hand of the diligent fall beare rule : butth 
deceitfull jhallbe under tribute, 


He hand of the dil;gent,that is, diligent men whovſethe! 

hands, or other members of their bodies, or elle ther 
minds to ſome honeſt and profitable trauel according tothe 
calling ſhall beare rul/e,and attaine to ſome good place ofel. 
mation, But idle perlons whom want and other occaſion 
dra'y todeceirfull courſes to ſhift for themſelues,as wee haus 
ſhewed in the tourth verſe of the tenth chapter , ſhall bee 
made ynderlings, and brought into ſubieCtion and ſeruiliti, 
ifnot of authornic: for norwichttanding that divers of then 
haue not power to command, or to puniſh, yet they acl 
much regarded and feared for their vprightneſſe, as thatthii 
{uperiours oftentimes as well as their interiours, bee afraidty 
faulrintheir preſence, and are more willing that greaterpe 
ſonages ſhould hauc knowledge of their offences thenthey, 
Sothen their &iligerice is a meanes cither to promote them! 
great place, as ma:'y times it commeth to paſſe, or elſetovin 
them creditand reverence in lower places, 


Verſ. 25. Heavineſſe in the heart of a man doth bringi 
downe : but a gooawordretoyeeth it, 


] | nn, of heart, that is, ſuch ſorrowes or feares asut 
A nor godly and cffects of faich, bur proceeding fromint 
delitie, or carnall reſpects, eſpecially being exceſſive, dot 


bring downe the heart, not humbling ic kindly, ſo as prid: 
gu} 
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may betaken away, but either fillingit with diſcouragement, 
or diſtemper,againſt whichthe Prophet wreſtled with ſundry 
conflicts : by art thou cat 'owne my {oule and art 2rquret,or 
| tumultnons Within me, Pial. 42. 5. Now withailhce preſcri» 
l beth the remedie whereby this difeale of hurtful! forrow and 
* penſiueneſſe may bee cured, and that 1s with good wort's, 
For the comfortable ſpeech of a friend, but <fpecially the 
whol:ſome word of God,declaring the remifſion of f1-s, and 
the fauour of God,expelleth the heavineſle of the heart, and 
and refreſheth it with ioy and comfort, 


Verſ,26. The righteous ic more excelent then hy neighbour, 
but che way of thewicked will deceme thera, 


He righteows,that 1s,Cuery godly man v1 ho hath attained 

{ ho vprightncflſe. though nar to p- rfection of rightcouſe 
nefle,;s better then hs nerghbour,is Detrer beloucd arid graced 
of God,and more elleemed of godly wite men, and hath that 
in him which maketh him more commendable thenany other 
that is vnrighteous and ſinfull ; and fo his way is anſ{werable 

| to hishope, Burthe wicked deſiring, and ſeeking, andexpe= 
* Qing an excellencic abouc others, are notwithflanding cone 
2 temptible, and grow in time to bee contemned, and fotheir 
y way deccuerh them. 


FI 


Verl. 2 ' The aeceitfull man roeth net that whichhe tooke 
"” bunting : bat the riches of the aul.gcnt man are pretions. 


| { { oatrmamars ic, That is a proucrbiall kind of ſpeech, 
fgoiſpingthar they ſh+;! nor enjoy nor have thc benefie 
ofthatwhichthey get by cratt and falſhood. If the whole {i- 

# militude be fully ſer downe, the meaning will the better ap= 
{ peare, Euen as hunters many times when they take a prey, yet 
> tali not of it, nor fare the berter for it; ( for dogs may cate it 
Yyp,or ſome other occurrent may fall out tro deprivethem of it, 

as many lets come berweene the mouth and the morlell )ſo 

+ YniuRtang deceitfull mep, thoughthey attaine to wealth =_ 
| riches, 
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riches, may bee 2ſſured chat they ſhall never have any ſ0yg4 
rofit or comfort by them. Wherc by the way may B:C ſeen 
the differentend of the hunting that was vicdin rhole aig 
and of this whichisp! aCtiſed of many in our times. They made 
it an exerciſe for profit, and thereby 2s it may 2ppeare, proj. 
ded food for them(elues,and the families witerein they lived 
as is to be ſeenc in the example of Eſan himieclte, who yſedto 
bring home veniſon to his tather. But it is ordinary now with 
diucrsto beſtow a great part of their time to hunt meerely for 
pleaſure, without any commodity, They voluntarily defraud 
themſclues of theprey which they take, their houſholds hay 
not the better cheere by their hunting, but he worſe, They 
conſume themſelues, and waſt their goods, and impouerih 
"their wiues and children, by following cheir ſports, andneg. 
leding their eſtate : by feeding ſo many dogs, asthac thereby 
they faile both of care and ability to prouide for their people 
But the riches of the diligent are pretious : thatis,thoſe thing 
which they that are both fairhfull and induſtrious doe gain 
and get by lawfull meanes,,ſhall doe them good,and ſeruefor 
their comfort; 


Verl. 28, Life :s in the way of righteonſnes,and m thatpath. 


way there is no death. 


Ife,&c.The meaning is, thatthey which are righteousnt 

iuftified by the merits of Chriſt, & ſan&ified by his fpirt, 
& obedictto his wil in working that which is agreeable:ohs 
word,are in ſtate of life everlaſting. The life of prace they haut 
pollcthon of already;the life of glory is aſſured to them bythe 
life of grace: whoſocuer hath the one,can never faile oftheo- 
ther, And therclore it is ſaid that there is no death in thatpar, 
They are deliuered fr6 che firlt death, which hath power ouet 
all finful men in this world:and they ſhal never come intothe 
ſecond, which is the porti6 of reprobartes in y wotld to come, 
Andchis is confirmed by the teſtimony of Chriſt himſelf, fay- 
ing Verily,verily 1 ſay unto you, he that heareth my word, 
beleeneth in him that ſent me hath exerlaiting life, and ſpal'xs 


Core into condemnation, but hath paſſed from death to LM 
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CHAPTER, ALIL. 


S— —_— 
— 
— 


| 
Verſ, 1. eA wiſe ſonne hearkeneth to the inftruition of his 


' father : but a ſcorner will heare no rebuke, 


| EINE Wiſe ſonne, thatis, a godly and prudent child of 
(27/01 eitherſex; male,or temale,ſonve, or daughter, 
: 9 == 6? \ 
= PX &# ſons 204 courſell both of father and mocher, 
155,455 S9 But aſcorner, that is, an obllinate (inſull per= 
© ſon,will hcare no rebake . that is,he will bee (o farre from pro- 
'fiting by the reproofes of any,though he be a friend,thougha 
* brother, hough a moſt tender father,that he will nor ſo much 
* as brooke or beare ir, without contempr atthe leaſt, of the par- 
*rie which rebuketh him; lictle regardeth he who admoniſherh 
* him, though hee haue neuer ſo great authority :or of what 
+ faulrs,thoughthey be never ſo manifeſt, or hainous,or dange- 
*rous; or with what mind,though out of greateſtloue,and for 
his greateſt good : or in what manner, though moſt mildly, 
zand with all lenity and kindnefle, 


+ Verſ2. 4 good man ſhall eate the fruit of his month : but the 
*eule of the tranſqreſſors,violence. 


4 


hd 


. 


#T He meaning of the firſt part of rhis verſeis, that godly 
* 4 men ſhall be bleſſed, both for,and by their gratious, wiſe, 
Land ſeaſon»bie ſpeeches : and conſequently for their religious 
and righteous behaviour; and to this inthe other part is op- 
Spoſcd ihe condition of the godlefle : that their foules, that is, 
ny lealtin their {oulcs, ſhall beerequited with vio- 
l:nce (or their cruelty,ard ocher euill deeds which they haue 
> done : and conſequently ſor their wicked words which they 

+Hav: ſpoken, $oitis all one in ſenſe with the Fourteenth verſe 

3 the tiyelfth Chapter, where it is faid ; that a man [bi be {a- 
| ES t1ts 


Fy 
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ciate with goed things by the fruit of his month ; andtherecm, 
pence of a mans hands, ſhall God g:ue vnte bas, 


Perſe 6 
hereof 
tleaſt 
times p 
Fu icked 


Vetrſ. 3. He that keepeth his m-uth, keepeth his life :buth, 
fruftion ſhallbe unto him that ope neth bus lips wide, 


by arel 

E that keepeth his mouth | Which is conſiderate andyy pf __ 
Hs: in his words,neucr ſpcaking but when he Oupht ne | af "s. 
vttering any thing bur which istruc and convenient; bely. ” 'P 
peih bis life, prouided for his lafety,peace and quietneſſe, by Ky Fl 
he that openeth his lips, or (iriderh roo wide to leaud ſpetkir : 175.48 


(for ſo the word fignifierth)as a harlor proſtitutes herlelfe 
ſpreadeth her body to fil:by companions, Ezech. 16.2.4} | ye; 
ſtruftion ſtall be to him : he is like to meet with muchtroubl, | ? 
and at one time or other,to be quite ouerthrowne andcon: 
to ytter ruine,as athing broken to peeces and made good{y 
nothing, 


Verſ.4. The ſluggard luſteth but his ſoule hath nought:li 
the ſonle of the d:l:gent ſhall be made fat, 


3 ſlug gard luiteth | That is, negligent and idleperſn 
have (tropg affeAtionsto riches and credit, and allthing 
which arc in requeſt & eftimation, bat his ſonle hath noyt!, 
they goe withour that which they long for, their wiſhege 
no wealth,they faile of cheir defires,through the wan: ofa 
ant endeauours to cffeAtrhem, But the ſole of the diligent 
ſoall be mage fat, that is, the induftruous perſons themſeln 
which paintuily Jabourin ſome honeſt yocation,ſhall all de 
competently prouided for, and many of them diuers tins 
ſhailactzincto plentie and abundance. For ſoule inthe Sap 
tures 15 ofer, taken for the whole man,and farneſle for agod 
eltate and proſperity, 
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Verſ.5. Arighteousmanhateth a falſe matter : bu; it 
ſeth the wicked to ſtizke, and be aſhamed. 


=P me2ning is,that all that are truly iuft and godly, vi 
Ccuuc from bad cauſes, words and —_—_ 
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hereof, ſo farre as they appeare vntothemto bee vnlawfull, 
leaſt it is the dittie of all good men lo to doe, though ſom. 
FMtines peraduentiie they faile :n practiſe Bat contrariwiſe the 
Sicked doc nor ſo, bur takepleaſurc in &nfulneſſe, and there- 
by are brought to diſgrace and reproch, eſpecially in the ſight 
pf God and good men,and oft alſo ordinaric men, ſuch as are 
meerely ciuill,yea yngodly men and finners doe loathe them, 
Hand ſpeake evill of them for their leaudneſſe, Thus Randeth 
he oppoſition: The righteous hateth a falſe marrer,and ther- 
ore gainerh reuerence and honour: but the wicked loueth a 
Salſe matter, and cherefore is made o0dious and ſhamefu!l, 


Verſ.6. Righteonſneſſe preſerneth him that is vpright in bis 
ay : but wic\edneſſe onerthroweth the ſinner, 


| I /ghteonſneſſe,&c.] That is, Gods fauour, grace & good- 
KI \ ncfie for righteouſnefle, and by it doth protect both the 
SHodies and foules of ſuch as are of a lincere heart,and holy be- 
hauiour. eAnd wickedneſſe onerthroweth the ſinner, or man of 
Wxe,as it isin the original rext,it is al-waies a cauſe by deſert, 
od many times a meanes by occaſhon to draw downe miſery 
ad deftuftion vpon him, Forthe Lord doth deale with men 
cording to their waies, eſtabliſhing the iuſt and righteous, 
dcalting downe ir:to miſerie ſuch as bee ftubborne and re- 
llious, according tothe ſaying of the Propher : With the 
ercifull thou wilc ſhew thy ſelfe mercifull, with an vpright 
an thou wilt ſhew thy [clfe vpright, withthe pure thou wile 
hew thy ſelfe pure,and with the froward thou wilt wraltle, 


Verſ. 7. There & that maketh himſelfe rich, and hath no- 
Weg - and that maketh himſelfe poore haning great riches. 


Here is, &c.] Thar is to ſay, diuers men take divers vn- 
lawfull courſes concerning their eftace, Some boaſt thems« 
? Ines tobe rich, when they bane nothing : being poore andin 
br, they make ſhey of great wealth, by keeping a great 

ort, Others, f.:ane themſelnes poore when they heue or" ſub- 
| ance, 
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france, they complaine of want, and goe barely, and 
and would make the world belecue that r are wi 


worth atall. 


Verſ.8. Theriches of a man are the ranſome of his life; 
thepoore heareth not the rebuke, os bo. 


He meaning oftheſe words ſeemeth to be, that hoy(, 

uer there is in diuers reſpects very good vſeof wall 
and riches, yet many times they brivg danger to the —_- 
thercof,who are driuen to depart with them for the db 
tion of heir ies, And though pouerty bee not without ſin, 
dric inconueniences, yet poore men are more tree fromthe 
contentions of enuious perſons then thoſe of higher laceans 
degree.Notwithſtanding,it commeth notto paſſe = : 
ceflirily,that euery rich man is brought into ſuch trouble ny 
that cucry poore may eſcapeth tromall rebukes and moleſs 
tions, but he ſpcaketh of that which oft befalleththe one F 
ſeldome the other,eſpecially in regard ofhis cate, 6: 


Verſ, 9. Thelight of the righteous ſhall reioyce 
dle of the wicked hall be put = ons ſhall revoyce : but the eas 


Tz light of the righteous | That is,the good eflate &pro. 
4 ſperity of godly men,veiozcerh,is [table & wg ys. 
is {aid ofthe ſun, from whence the ſmilitude is taken Fr 
yeiogceth like a mighty max,torun his courſe, Andlike wik by 
is ioy aſcribed to itin reſpect of the effe&, for that it makel 
righteous mT not without due cauſe to beioyful i've hood 
dle of thewicled,cheir wealth,credir, dignities & pldaforn . 
whatſocuer fleſhly men hauc in admiration, or deliphtin x 
bur liketoacandlelightin compariſon of fun-ſhine,&/palk 
put ont : even ſuddenly bee taken from them,or b de Trees, 0 
— of time conſume away, & yaniſhto nothing. Th 
oppo tio") | andech inthis manner:The lighr ofthe righteos 
__ _ if - cu-r,andthercforeis full ofjoy:bur the candled 
6Y cxed will loone be pyt our, & therfore is full of ſorros, 
Verl,10, 
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Verſe 10. Throwgh meerepride doth man make contentions ; 
but with the well aduiſed is wiſedome, 


hg. 
Ire hard, 
nothing 

Nl, by pride] That is, whereſocuer ſtrife growerh,there 

is pride, at leaſt in one of the partics contending : if nor 
on both ſides, Sometimes it firreth vp men, and imboldneth 
them to offer wrongs: ſometimes imbittereth men ; and ma- 


life :b 


_- keththem wayward againſt th* right : ſometimes ir cauſeth 
1ouloe. © the oneto be careleſle of Lealing according to cquitie,and the 
wealth (ES other to be impatient of bearing any injuries, Yetnotwith- 
ounen WY ſtandiog this condemneth not all kinde of contending, butthe 
Teleruy frawardnes of the faultic perſons init, It is lawfulito vive a 
Put tut. rebuke and correQion,if it be done vpon good grounds, with 
romthe an vpright heart,and in due manner,though it be the occaſion 
lace and of ſome iacre or debate, and hee onelyis to be blamed, which 
Us ne. receiuethnot the admonition, And foto (tand in the cauſe of 
Dle,no; God is commendable, (for the Prophet reprouethihem thar 
noleſ contend not for the truth) and they areto bee charged with the Elaigg.4. 
ne, and Gane of contention, which oppoſe themſciues againſt good 


cauſes, Neither are ſuch here to be taxed as defend cheir tare, 
+ or bythe hclpe of the Magiſtrate and Jawes, againſt thoſe 
he cas ZE which coc about to defraudor defame them. Neither yet are 
EF they tobe reproued by this,that follow ſuites againſt malefa- 
Qors co bring them to iuſt puniſhment. Prouided alwaies, char 


&pro- WÞ& in t!:efe caſes the cauſe be waightie, their proceedings equall, 
Ng:ak and their hearts free from all malice and reuenge. Bur with the 
thatht well adniſed is wiſedome,they which haue diſcretion and iudge- 
iſe her mentinthemſelues, or bee willing to hearkento aduice and 
maker WY counſell of others, will beware of vnneceſlarie controucifies, 
hecs WF The oppoſition is this : One!y by pride and follie doth men 
ures, 0t make contentions : but with the well aduifed is wiſedome 
in, WF and humilitie to follow peace, 

an - : Verſe 11. The riches of vanitie ſhall diminiſh:bat he that ga- 
'oThe F tnereth with the hand ſvall increaſe them, 

lteow Oods ill gotten, and wealth attained ynto by vnlawfull 
adledt WF" meanes,ſhall not proſper, but either wax lefle and lefle, 
ro", if P or 
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orper rogether on a ſudden, or at leaſt depart fromthey, 
iut{ owner,aud become another mans: bur hee that vſeth ho. 
neſt labour and diligence, doth take the right way tothrive, 
and daily to grow richer. Falſchood, and iniuſtice,vſurie, and 
other ſuch like noyſome courſes, are commonly preterred be. 
fore the beſt and moſt profitable vocations, as ſeeming tg 
promiſe the greateſt commodiries; and manual] trades arequ 
of requeſt, for that they require paines, without likelihood 
any ample recompence;butGods curſe purſueth,a nd atlaſto. 
vertakerhttioſe deceirfull people,and euill workers,andeithe 
frippeth them of their liues, or of their ſubſtance, accordir 
totherthreate: As the Partridge fitteth on egpes, and hatch. 
eth themnot; ſo he that getteth riches,and not by right, ſal 
leaue them in the middeſt of his daies, and at his end {hall bez 
foole. And his bleſſing ſo proſpereth choſe his diligent fer. 
uants,that their wages and eſtate is augmented much abou 
that which wascxpeRted, 


Verſ.12. The hope that is deferred, maheth the heart cle: 


but when a deſire commeth qt is a tree of life, 


T He hope deferred] That is, wh© the thing hoped for,jsnct 
obrained according to his expeation that hopedforiz, 
bur is put off from onetimeto another, it bringeth great griek 
and affli tion : but when the deſire commeth, when a man hath 
that which hee long wiſhed for,it #5 a tree of /ife,thatis,ver 
pleaſant and comfortable, and healeth the ſpirits which were 
weakned by the former delay : eſpecially, ifthe prayer offaith 
hauc preuailed with God to obtaine the gift as a pledge ofhis 
fauour,as Atrahams did for Iſaac, and Iſaacs did for his ſons 
and that of Hannah for Scmnel. 


Verſe 13, Hee that defpiſeth the word,hee ſtall be deftrojch 
but be that feareth the commandements,he ſhall be rewarded, 


Hi that deſpiſeth the word,c+c,) That is, every ones in1 
dangerous caſc,and at leaſt certaine to periſhinthe _ 
V 
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hho. who contemptuouſly reiecteth the holy Scriptures : which be. 
delve cauſe the Lord doth as it were ſpeake in them, anddeclare his 
- nd {will bythem,are called his word : and that for the perfe a. 
d be. WE greement and conſent of all the parts, is ſer downe in the fin- 
ng t = gular number;as ifit were but one, Neither is this puniſhmenc 
reoun threarned only tothe contemners of the bookes, and ſenten- 
odor FO <<5,20d texts of the Scriptures, but I1kewiſe to the deſpiſers of 
ats, the miniſterie thereof, But he that feareth the commandement, 
ma which reverenceth,and loueth, and maketh conſcience of the 
wing W's whole doctrine of God,hee ſhall bee rewarded with peace,and 
match. bleſſings of this life, and glorieand bleſſednes in that which is 


11 be v 
t "a Verſe 14. The do#trine of a \viſe man is a wel/pring of life, to 
abou I -: depart from the ſnare: of death, 

| Pe meaning of theſe words hath been ſhewed, 
ſhe: 4 and proſecuted alreadie inthe eleuenth verſe of the tenth 
/ , | dj 


chapter, yet we will adde ſomewhar to the explication there- 
of, When it is ſaid therefore that the doEtrine or inſtruction 
2 ofa wiſe manis of ſuch force,it is to be vnderſtood of whole- 
ſome and ſound doEtine, ſuch as he receiueth from God, and 
deliuereth to his brethren; for wiſe men ſometimes draw their 
inſtructions from their errors,and now and then from grofler 
3 corruptions: as David did, when hee gaue direRionto /oab, 
3 howhe ſhould cauſe Yr44h to be made away. And asthe lef- 
2 ſonoughtto be ſound for the matter ; ſo muſt it be reaſorable 
for the manner : as ſpoken in duetime; in mcete place; and 


«os, fitly applied : wherein /oabs friends much failed, though 0- 
'F therwiſe the men were godly, and their words verytrue and 

& waightie, And yet further to theſe muſt be added of his part, 

wore, IÞ © that will drink of this wy fountaine; an attentiueeare,and 
1 3 beleeving heart to heare and embrace the doctrine, And then 
| # it will be conftant,and not dried vp like ditches or ponds, that 

isin; WY re fed with raine water : it will be comfortable, and refreſh 
end, thehearts of them that arc inafflition : it will be profitable, 


who "F and makethem that recciuc it, fruitfull : it will be neceſſaric 
P 2 and 


Rae 


_— — — 


— 


. , . <a * , 2 
rs o W _ wt 
— INF. Dem Wd ——— 1; 


—_ TY Le. 


—— 


212 PrxoveRBs. Chap.1z, 


and forcible to deliuer them from fin and deſtruQtion, though 
therein the ſirwilitude be altered: for that is meant by turning 
from the ſnares of death, 


Verſ. 1 5. Grace gineth good ſucceſſe:but the way of the tranſ. 
greſſors is rough, 


Race) That is, the worke of Gods holy ſpirit, begerting 

pietic and rightcouſncs,doth pine good ſucceſſe: it maketh 
g00d men to deale wiſely and profperouſly in all their aftaires, 
But the way of the tranſgreſſors is rough, Thcir life is vahappie 
and full of many vexations, The ſenſe and oppoſition ſtandeth 
thus : Grace giueth good ſucceſle, and therefore the way of 
the obedient isplaine and comfortable ; and finfulnes bring. 
eth cuill ſucceſle, and therefore the way of the diſobedient is 
rough and troubleſome. 


Verſe 16. Ewery wiſe man worketh by knowledge : but a foalt 
laieth open his follie, 


F7 wiſe nan|Whoſoeuer is prudent, worketh by know- 
ledge : enterpriſeth and manageth his affaires diſcreetly 
and with judgement : and fo declareth his vnderſtanding, On 
the contrary hde,he that is vndiſcreete and fooliſh, goeth raſh- 
ly and rawly about his buſineſſe,and ſo bewrayeth openly,and 
publiſherh abroad his ignorance and fooliſhnes.So both ſorts 
make manifeſt what they are,and what is in them, by the con- 
ſtant courſe of their waies, and proceedings, and not by ſome 
one action,ora few workes. Although wiſedome be neuer de- 
cciucd in any matter, yet wiſe men are ſometimes, and both 
faile,and fault as well in that which they doe, as in the words 
which they ſpeake, as the blemiſhes of Dawnid, Salomon, and 
many holy men recorded in the Scriptures doe ſhew. And 
ſome things the wicked finners haue well ated touching 
the matter, and external! circumſtances, but neither with 2 
good conſcience,nor conſtancic, 
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Ver{.17. A wicked meſſenger falleth into exill,but a faithfull 
ambaſ[adour healct h, 


W'iched meſſenger] Or ſeruant, whicheither vndertakerh 
A ofall errands,or ſcruices,2s Rabſhakeb did, when he 
was ſent by his maſter to blaſpheme and dehie the Lord and 
his Church ; or dealeth vntruftily wich them that vie him in a 
lLawſull buſineſſe, or is injurious to them to whom he is ſent, 
either by concealing any ching from which were fic for them 
to heare,or adding any thing which were meet to be ſuppre(- 
d,or doing his meſſage in vndecent manner,or returning an 
anſwere ſo as may turneto their hurt : hee ſhall fall to exll 
Gods heauic hand and indgements by one meanes or other, 
ſhall ſooner or later, light vpor; him, as the two churliſh and 
imperious captaines ſound with their fifties, which were ſent 
for Elyah, But 4 fairhfull ambaſadenr or meflenger, he that 
faithfully performeth his charge, whether publike or priuate, 
doth heale, is a mcanes and inſtrument of good to his maſter, 
whoſe minde he freeth from feares and grietes, and ſo healeth 
the maladies thereof, as a Phyfitian cureth the diſcaſes of the 
body. He is alſo helpfull ro them, to whom he is ſent, by deli- 
vering comforts comfortably , and lenifying that which is 
harſh and ſharpe, and mending that which is amifle, and by 
love and diſcretion pacifying contentions, and furthering 
peace; whereupon by conſequence he alſo procureth his own 
comfort, $o ſtandeth the oppoſition : A wicked vnfaithfull 
—_— hurteth, and therefore ſhall fall into euill : bur a 
pody aichfull meſſcager healeth, and che:efore ſhall receiue 
good, 


Verſ.18, Powertie and ſhame ſhall be to bim that refuſeth in- 
firuftion : but be that regardeth correttion ſhall be honoured. 


popmen Euery one that reieQteth knowledge, or the 
meanes whereby it is to be obtained, ſhall cither faile ro 


get weakh,or nor long keep it,or haue it and holdit in iudge- 
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ment, without the vic and comfort, And as he ſhall be needy, 
ſo ſhall he 31lo be baſe, ſhame ſhall come vpon him, and cover 
him. 5ome are made contemptible and-vile by ponertie and 
want, and ſome by the filthinefle of their fines, though they 
abound wich wealth, They may haue riches,but not honour; 
they may haue cap and curteſie, but not reverence and eſti. 
mation. Bat hethat regardeth correftion : which hearkeneh 
andyceldeth obedience to wholeſome counſell, and profiteth 
by cha{liſements, ſhall be bonoured : ſhall either attaine to r1. 
ches and preferment: or be of good account, and wellthough 
of (eſpecially among the wile & godly )in a mcaner conditis, 


Verſe 19. A deſire when it c:mmeth is plenſant to the ſoule: 
but it is abomination to fooles to depart from emill, 


y {es ſentence dependeth vp6 the yerſe afore going, where 
thepromiſein the latter clauſe of that, is amplified by the 
efte in the former of this: for chere it is ſaid,that he which re- 
-gardeth correftiox (hall be honoured; and here itis added,that 
when ſucha defrable gift is beſtowed, he ſhall have joy with 
his honour, which obraincthit, And the threatning in the for- 
mer clauſe of that, is aggrauated bythe cauſe in the latter of 
this : for there it is ſaid, rhat pouertie and ſhame ſhall beto 
him that refuſeth inſftruQion; and here it is proued to bejuſ 
ard equall,thatit ſhould be fo, becauſe he is wholly denouted 
and gtuen cuerto wickednes, The coherence and agreement 
of one part with the other will be the more euident,1f that be 
ſirpplied which is vnderftood in both. Ir is abominerion to 
wiſe men to continue in euill,and therefore the defire accom. 
pliſhed will delight their ule:and it is abomination tofooles 
to depart from evui!l, and therefore the puniſhment infligcd 
will rormenttheir ſoules, | 


Verſe 10, Hee that wa lketh with the wiſe, ſhall be the wiſer, 
but he that vſcth the companie of fooles ſhallbe the worſe, 


Y walking here wirhthe wile,is meant the ſociety & con- 
AFutrfationwith wile men, &thar isa means of kaowiedge 
; | and 
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ind vertuous behauiour to them that haue, and yſe the oppor- 
twaitie of ic,2nd ſo thereby they are made the better : wheras 
onthe other fide, they that aſſociate themſelnes with Gntuill 
Goles,and ioyne in fellowſhip with the wicked,are more cor- 
rupted with finnc and follic, and ſo become rhe worſe. For 
great is the force of company and cxample,of daily parle and 
conference, The words of good men are medicinable againſt 
vices,and their piety, ſobriety, patience, humility, louc, kind- 
neſſe,and other yortucs are 2 ſhining light to ſhew their afſo- 
ciates the way to all goodueſſe, and as a guide to conduct 
them tics cin; and the mouth of (:nners doth breathe our poy- 
nad nfcion, and all their waies no lefle contagious to 
ſuch as adivyac themſclus vnto them, then the leprohie or pe- 


filence, 


Verſ. 21, Exillpwrſueth faners : but that which is good r6- 
wardeth the wit, 


Nos is meant the puniſhment of fin which is reſembled 
tothe raucnovus, ſtrong, and ſwift kind of creatures, and 
wicked men,to them that are weaker, an flower, and fo cha= 
ſed by thern, and made their prey, Now as aftiCtion and mi= 
fery will inthis manner come vpon the vagodly, as the Was 
gesof their rebell1on,ſo blefſings and comtort ſhall come to 
the yngodly, as a recompence of their obedience, So that 
both uw and bad are followed, and ſhall ſurcly bee oucrta-» 
ken, the one with plagues, and the other with mercies; and 
neither ſort kno wne how many they are, or of what kinds, or 
waenthey will come,or where they ſhall find them : butthe 
wicked may in{tly dread the worſt to bee puniſhed by them, 
when they (hall be moſt burthenous vnto them, and the god- 
may looke tor the beft,to bee bleſſed therewith in the Fieſ 
c 


fon, For ſs wereade in another place: The wicked works ib pg, 11, 18.19, 


aarceitfull works : but he that ſoweth righteomſneſſe ſhall receine 
aſure reward, So righteruſneſſe leadeih to life,aud hee that 
fulaweth enall, ſcekgth bis ewne death, 
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Verſ. 22. ef good man ſtall lean: inheritances to hj; chil. 
drens children : but the riches of the ſinner is laid wp for the inſt 


T2 meaning is,that the godly perſon not onely himſelf 
enioyeth his goods whileſt he linech: but when he dieth 
leaueth the ſame to his children; in ſuch ſort, as that alſo their 
children through Gods mercy inherit the ſame, Againe, the 
wicked man is fo farre off from leauing his goods to his poſſe. 
rity, as that by Gods prouidence they oftentimes ate rolled 
from him vpon the righteous perſon; who is as it were his 
heire againſt his will, Yet this is not ſoto be taken, azthough 
it held vniuerſally & perpetually in every perſon, Many good 
men haue no children at all ; many good men haue no chil. 
dren ſutuiuing them : many good mens poſterity endeth 
' in their immediate iſſue; many good men leaue their chil. 
dren poore & in meane cate, So on the contrary fide,divers 
wicked men leaue their lands and riches to their owne chil. 
dren,though impious aiſo like their parents: and they conuey 
them to their leed after them, which in like manner poſleſſ: 
them ; asthe Propher ſaithin the Pſalm, Thos fille? their bel. 
lies with thine hid treaſare : their children hane enough, and 
leaue the ref of their ſubkance for therr chi'/dren, Bur he (pea- 
keth of that which commeth often to paſſe, though not al. 
waies,and which arc he rcadieſt meanes for ſuchefteRs. Hee 
that would prouide well for his potlerity,cannort find out an 
way ſo good for his childrens eſtate, as to bee godly him lie, 
And if the Lord withhold that bleſſing from him, hee may re. 
compenceit by making his children inhcritors of prace and 
ſaluation:andifeither hee giue him no children, or children of 
no piety and goodnefle, hee will vndoubredly connteruwleir 
with cncreaſe of heanenly gifts and glory for his own: ſoule, 
And he that giucrh himſelfe ro iniquitie and fin, dorh as much 
as in him liech, ro ſubnert both his c(tate ard fannlic ; andif 


--Sbat both (tand, notwithſtanding the courſe. hee taketh, ro 


bring chem to ruine, then as Dasid faid in the forecited Plat, 
hisportion is onely in this life, and his puniſhment reſerved to 
be the larger inthe world to come, 

Vetl.23, 
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Verſ. 23. Much food is by tillage for the poore : but ſome 
are conſumed by indiſcretion, 


Y food, he meaneth all ſuch things as are needfull for the 
Bri of mans life ; and by much, he vnderttandeth a fir and 
competent meaſure ; which diuers times growethto be large 
and ample, And this doePoore men often attaine voto, when 
they are prouident, and diligent in managiop their affaires; 
and by name in the worke of husbandrie : and ſo it holdethin 
ail ocher honeſt and lawfull vocations. Now againe on the 
contrary (ide : ſome are conſumed by mdiſcretion, For many a 
one who hath a good fiocke, and faire liuings, and fruittull 
grounds, by negleRing labour, and not ordering things a- 
right, walterh all chat he hath,and falleth into great want and 
neceſſity. His follie, his ſinne, his rior and rechlelneſle brings 
himto the ground how high ſoeuer he grew, They are l;ke to 
the axe ſtriking ar the root of a tree, which the talleſtrop, or 
moſt ſpreading branches are not able to detend, but mult fall 
downe themiclues and be broken, 


Verſ. 24. He that ſpareth his rod,hateth his fonne : but hee 
that loneth him,chaifteneth him betime, 


HE that ſpareth his rod)Which withholderh due correQi- 
on from his child whenir is needfull, haterh his ſon, be- 
commerh his enemie,though not in affect on, yerineffect by 
omitting a dutic ſo neceſlarie for his welfare, But hee that lo- 
wth him vnfainedly,with a ſound affeRion, and theloue of a 
godly father, correfteth him betime, The words inthe Ocigt- 


nall congue are of great torce : for this betime, which feemeth $h;charo, 


to be an aduerbe;is there a ve1be, and fignifieth toriſe timely 
inthe morning ; and diligently to ſeeke: ſo tharit fignifieth 
as well the due care which good parents hauc for the nurtu- 
ring of their children, astheir prouidence todo it in good ſea» 
ſon, whiles they bee tender and young, betore they grow to 
firength and ftomacke,and ſo either ymerly refuſe, or lictle re- 


gard 
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gard all fatherly correction, And that which wetranſlate cox. 
re&ion,doth allo fignific inſiruion:ſo that the ſentencema 
thus be well engliſhed : Fe 1h.rr loweth him hafteneth chaſhiſe. 
ment aud inft} nition to htm, Andrliole are mcet to be toned 
rogether, ſomerimes firiprs with admonitions, and alwajey 
admonitions with itripes. For the ſinatt of the fleſh, ard the 
paine of the body will bring ſmall profit tothe ſoule, yolcſſ: 
they hearethcir fault declarcd,andbaue direftion howtore. 
forme it, 


Verl. 25. The righteous eateth to the contentation of buy 
mind : but the bellie of the wicked ſhall want, 


TE —_ All choſe which are religious in heart, and 
vpright in their waies,cate,that is,cnioy all good things, 
asthey ſhall not be ſtarued through want ot food,to they ſhal 
not be deſtitute of clothing,or lodging,or habitation, or any 
other thing that isneedful tor them : either they ſhall abuund 
with plentic,or be prouided of that whichis ſufficient. Some. 
times they haue no great ſtore for their eyes to looke vyion, 
yet lining by faith and not by hght, they have alwaics enough 
for their toules to be ſatisfied with. But the bellir ef the wicked 
ſhall want, and their backes aifo very often and according to 
the courſe of the laiy, many of them line in hanger, and in 
thirit,and in nabenxeſſe,and innced of all things, And albeit 
this judgement is not executed ypon them all, yet common! 

ſome other more heauic and hurtfull is inflicted vponehem 
that eſcape it, And of neither of them which ger moſt, nor of 
them which fare beſ},it can be truly affirmed, that they cate to 


_ the contzntation ot their minds: for cough they have much 


via.ichin their hands, and much meate at their tables, and 
much wine in the bowles, yer they haue not much, nor any 
congeatment in their hearts, for they remaine vnſatiable, 
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»4 CnaPTER. XIIIL, 
ved — pp _ b 
a!es Verſ, 1. A wiſe woman buildeth her houſe : but the fooliſh 
_ d:Arojeth it with ber owne hands. 
le 
'Te- 214; 6 Wiſe woman | Such a one as is both godly and | 
> <&1({creet,bui/deth her houſe is helpful! and pro- | 
if. firablegcothe Rate and familie of her husbangd, 
hu and her owne, But ſhe that ts fooliſh, veing 
&/ deſtitute of grace and good providence, how 
= much wit ſoever ſhe hath : for many rimes the 
nd moſt wittie wines,arc the leaſt thriftic huſwiues,defFroyeth it, 
By yndoeth her husband, her ſelfe and children, and ouer- 
\al throweth the whole houſhold, cither by her pride,and immo- | 
" derateexpenſes to maintaine that,or by her luxuric and ſweet 
nd tooth,or by her goſſiping, and company keeping, or by her 
P flothfulnefſe and idle behaviour, neither getting, nor kee- 
, ing,nor ouerſecing her people, nor any way beſtceding her 
, fusband with helpe, 
3 Verſ. 2, Hee that walketh in his wprightneſſe feareth the 
ho Lord : but he that is lewd m his Waies, deſpiſeth hims, 
ly By Walking and wares, ismeamtin the Scriptures, the ordi- 
- narie,viuail,and common courſe of mens behaviour : and 
f by vprightne/ſe, the hncerity and faithfulnefle of their hearts, 
4 contrary to fraud and guile, whichpretenderh one thing, and 
l purpoſeth another, in them which make a ſhew to doe ſernice 
. to Godjnthar where they onlyor principally prrpoſe ſome 
/ carnall endzothemelues :and by fearins the | ord, tsvnder- 


ſtood true picty and godlineſſe, So thatthe fenſe.ot chefor- 
mer clauſe js, that every one which acciitometh himſclfe ro 
well doing, vufaizedly,withour hypocril.c and halting, is vn- 
doubtedlythe child of Cod,and truly religious, But he that is 
verge waics ghar leaderh a wicked lite,wyhether openly in 
' the 
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the ſight and view of che world, or ſecret] 
2 _ Lo cd,andhis owne con Legs Ft, Me 
. ually,and indeed ſhew contempt to God by Wa wo oth 

awes,howſocuer he may beare himſelte in hand _ tp his 
thers to belecue thathe doth much reverence Pa make 0« 


Verſe.z In the mouth of th ih 5 
pride : but the lips of the + Sax rad Ped, crwonny 


| jt the month of the fooliſh , in the 
, viuall ralk ; 
_— 1 15s. Sp _ are of an hautie —_— 
l 5 erod of pride : ſuch ſpeech 
pray whereby they ſtrike at + ray ad —_— 
-- _ - -— > 005 En man taking aduantage of yu 4 
- " in : ing puniſhments for them. But the lips of the II 
= 0s Sand anſweres as in humilitie they vttert ys 
_ m_ and petitions as they ſend vp to God yaw: | 
c 
wn p them(ſclues, and others alſo from hurts and dan- 


Verlſ, 4. : Where none oxen 4 oÞ » 
encreaſe commeth by the yncker % _ is empty : but much 


B 


Y oxen, he meaneth thoſe kind 
> | of labourin 
_ = applied co plowing, and otber ———_— _— 
nd where they are not, or not {et to worke; there the cy bi 
_—_ RN is p hc barne _— food for man and beaſt faileth: 
reaſe commeth by the ſtrength of th | 
dance of corne,and neceffarie, ior; f—_ 
p prouifion, ariferh 
- ay vg OP" n diligent plowing pay dare 
| rein the worke of the beaſts, the induſtri | 
yertue of the earth, the multipli , Ds CE 
, plication of 

.curre together with the bleſſing of God ay _— 


Verſ. 5. Afaithfſullwi ; ; 
lies, will be a raw pt —— oe COS 


Faithfullwitneſſe| He that maketh conſci 
ſolued before the iudgement ſear ar as kk 
the 
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the truth, will not vſually, norin his common ſpeech tell yn- 
truthes; bar he that telleth lier will be afalſe witneſe: whoſo- 
ever accuſtometh himſelfe to lying in priuate, will not ſticke 
to forfweare himſelfe ,and beare BI ewitneſle in publike,For 
the feare of God is of no force with him to deterre him from 
it; and falſhood hee loueth, anderuth he hateth; and there. 
fore will be as froward to promote the one,andto oppole the 
other,if chey may doe it with impunitie, 


Verſ. 6, The ſcorner ſeeheth wiſedome but findeth it not:but 
knowledge is eaſie to him that is prudent, 


Tz ſcerner| That is,very ſinful & contemptuous perſons; 

(for it is a colleiue, and meant of all: orat leaſt of di- 

uers ofthem ) ſeeketh wiſedome : by wiſedome we may ynder- 

Rand the true knowledge of Gods holy will; and where it is 

faidthe ſcorners ſecke it : the meaning is that ſome of them 

make ſhew of ſecking, and ſceme ſo to doe, being preſent at 

thoſe means,and outwardly dealing in thoſe exerciſes, wher= 

by others truly ſeeke,and effeually find knowledge. And as : 

theſe vſe the meanes without any defire of baning wiſedome, 

ſo others would haue it : but contemne al thoſe means wher- 

by itis offered, and to be receiued, truſting totheir owne wit 

and carnall reaſon, And a third ſort ſeeke it, and are willing 

tohaucit,and at the Miniſters hands would gladly obtaine it; 

but only ypon their death-beds,or in great extremities, not in 4. 

loue to God, or ſincere affeRionto his word, or in holy liking 186 

ofhis graces,but only in terrour and paſſion, that they mighr if 

eſcape hell and damnation; or the preſent dangers wherein i} 

they ſtand, Hereofthe Propher ſpeaketh in the Plalme,faying; 

When he ſlew them,they ſought bim,and they returned & ſou s Phl.78,34.36 

g od early.But they flattered him with their month ; and diſſem- ; 

led with himwith their tongue, For their heart was not vpright 

with him neither were they faithfull in his conenant, And there 

fore being ſo affeRed,ir is not ſtrange that their ſuccefſe is no 

better, For though our Sauiour ſaith, that exery one which ſce- Matth-7.8,i 

&th findeth,yeritis ro be ynderſtood of every ſuch one as ſce- = 
keth 
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keth faithfully,and in due manner. But knowledge is eafie to 
him that is prudent, We muſt not ſo conceiue of theſe words, 
as though men of ynderſtanding could encreaſe their wiſe. 
dome and graces, without induſtrie and paines takipg : bur 
that when they haue vſed diligence in the exerciſe of Gods 
ordinances,they may know for certainty that they ſhall ſpeed 
well,and be ſtored with all ſuch graces as will leade themtg 
lifeeuerlaſting. And therefore wee ſee the ſenſe of this ſen. 
tence expreſſed inthe ſecond chapter of this booke. If thay 


Prou.3.3-445+" calleſt after knowledge, and cryeit for under/l anding : if thoy 


ſeekeFt her as ſiluer and ſearcheFt ſor her as for treaſures : they 
ſhalt thou vnderitand the feare of the Lord, and find the know. 
ledge of God, 


Verf.7. Depart from the preſence of the fooliſh man,and from 
him whom thow knowe#t not to haue the lips of knowledge, 


Epart,&c, Breake off ſociety and fellowſhip with the 

vngodly perſon, be not familiar withhim, Notthart itis 
alcogether ynlawfull to haue any dealing with the wicked in 
common duties, but to be ioyned too neere ynto them. Wee 
are not ſimply forbidden to buy or ſell, or to eate or drinke 
with them ſometimes, when vpon due occaſions we are called 
thereunto; ſo that wee willingly make not choyce of their 
companie:butto ioyne in marriage with them,to make them 
priuieto our counſel, or to vie them as inwardand ſpecial 
friends,this is here forbidden,and this is vnlawfull, Azd from 
him whom hon perceine#t nat to haue the lips of knowledge, 
that is,ſeparatethy ſelfe,and conuerſe not, eſpecially conferre 
not with ſuch as Fom their ignorant mindes yſetotalkeig- 
norantly with their tongues, And yet his meaning is notthat 
wee ſhould forbeare Ki ſpeech withthem that want knows- 


ledge; or ſpeake not according to knowledge : for they haue 
moſt need to be inſtruſted : but hes doth admoniſh vs to be- 
ware both of them that breathe out peſtilent and contagious 
words to peruert others, and reſiſt the truth contentiouſly, 


and will neuer bee brought to ſee their owne ignorance and 
errour, 
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Verſe 8, The wiſedome of the prudent is to underftand his 
way : but the fooliſhnes of fooles is deceit, 


Hewiſedome of the prudent That knowledge and ynder- 
T abies which any man hath chat is truly wiſe, is ro v#- 
deritand his way,is giuen of God, and vſed of him for the di- 
reion,and guidance of his heart and behaviour, But the foo- 
liſhnes of foo/es, all the wit and skill that 1s in the wicked : (for 
howſocuer that carrieth a ſhew of wiſdome, yet the ſubſtance 
of it is follie,and though fooliſh men vſeto call them wiſe, yer 
the wiſe God calleth them fooles) 5s deceir, whereby them- 
ſelues are beguiled both in opinion of that they are, and in ex- 
peQarion of that which they _ for : and whereby they be- 
guile others alſo,cither in their (oules, or in outward matters, 


Verſe 9. Sinne maketh fooles to agree: but among the righ« 
teous,that which is acceptable maketh agreement. 


Ne wicked man loueth another for his ſinnes ſake, and 
is the more willing and defirous of his companie for his 


lewd conditions, The word which wee tranſlate makmy to 4- [alits. 


gree,doth fignifie to doe the =u ofan Interpretour berweene 
men of different languages, by whoſe meanes they mutually 
vnderſtand each others words,and of an ambaſſador between 
Princes ſent either for the making of a league,or forthe con« 
firnation of loue betweene them : and the meſſengers which 
Baradoch Baladan the King of Babel ſerit to Ezechiah are ſo 
called, 2.Chron.3 2.31. But among the righteous that which is 
acceptable,4c. The meaning is,that goodnefle, even ſuch asis 
approued of God, and pleaſing to good men, doth vnite the 
mindes of thoſe which are godly, and maketh them louing 
and kinde euery one to other. This cauſed [onathan ſo car- 
neſtly to ſer his affeRion vpon Dazid,and to haue him in ſuch 
eſtimation, becauſe he ſaw him to be full of grace,and valour, 
as himſelfe was alſo. And this cauſed Dazid likewiſe ſo gladly 
to entertaine the loue of /onachar, with conſtagt care to re= 


quite 


” . 
—__— _ a 


—_— —  —  — —  —— 


. pgs 
4 TI. RIO, os, 9.4 «S. £77 a 


DET I_—_——— 2 
— wo LIC, oe — er 


—— = a + uT 


- — —— A. CC 


<4 
—__— 


4cLMCRSCGTINET5 
> LEDSTZD 20D, 


— — 


——_— — —— 
A 


—— a ”— _— _ —_  — ———————— —— 


214 Proveess. Chap.14. 


quitethe fame ynto him, and his poſteritie, What made the 
league berweenethem ſo firme, and the bond of amitie ſo ft. 
ble, but this that they were both godly, both wiſe,both yali. 
ant, both reſolute againſt Gods andthe Churches enemies, 
the Philiſtims ? 


Verſe 10. The heart knoweth the bitterneſſe of his ſoule,and a 
ſtranger ſhall not meddle with bis ioy, 


He heart of a man] That part. of him which is the foun. 

taine of lite,and ſeate of affeQions, kroweth the bitterne; 
of his ſoule, feeleth inward anguiſh, and hath experience of 
pearcing ſorrowes : the meaning is that the fearcs and heart 
griefe of them that haue atroubled conſcience, are niore felt 
ofthemſclues,then knowne to others, And a //ranger, any 0- 
ther beſides himſelfe, ſhall not medale wh bis wy : cannot Ci- 
ſcerne how great his comfort is, being the ſame that $.” eter 
calleth,ar w»ſpeakable ioy. No gricfeis fv great, as that which 
lieth ypon an afflited conſcience : much leſle may a flcepie 
conſcience (which neuer yer apprehended the hidcoulnes of 
ſinne,the heate and flame of Gods indignation,and the inſuf- 
ferable torments of damnation) be able to conceiue what a 
heauic burthen an afflifted foule doth goe vnder :neitherisit 
poſſible for him (whoſe heart the Lord hath not refreſhed 
with the remiſſion of finnes,and the fight of his gracious pre- 
ſence,and the fruition of Chrift,and the aſſured hope of eter- 
nall happineſſe)to comprehend what admirable conſolations 
he that is ſoundly humbled, doth enioy after his anguiſh and 
terrors., 


Verſe 11. The houſe of the wicked ſhall be deſtroyed : but the 
tabernacle of the righteous ſhall floriſh, 


He houſe of the wicked] The wicked himſelfe & his whole 
eſtatc, ſhall be defFroyed; ſhall be ouerthrowne and roo« 
ted our by the curſe of God: either ſuddenly, and all at once; 
as 1t 1s to beg ſeene in ſome, or in continuance of rime,and by 
degrees, 


yerſe 12-1: 
degrees, as 
righteous zbi 
long yntoh 

roſperous. 
Fad on curl 
canrepell t] 
other is plar 
andcherefor 
former part 
dings afſaul 
from trees a 


Verſe 12 
the iſſues the 


Here t, 

that ſec 
themſelues 
luſts and ca1 
profirs : the 
found prof} 
ges,and nur 
of faferie th 
itis certain 
tend to dea 
come at the 
ed for cuer. 


Verſe1} 
end of that 1 


His is1 


riuie 
langbin za 
pings of fe 
that mirth 
paines will 


4 EY OY oowy, wa = 


poſe 12.13. ProveRss. 215 
degrees, as it falleth out to others. But the tabernacle of the 
righteons,his habitation himſelfe ; and thoſe things which be. 
long ynto him, ſhall florsſt, ſhall be bleſſed of God and made 
proſperous. For the one hath all the threatnings of the law, 
and the curſes of the Almightie directed againſt him,and who 
can repell the force and yiolence of ſuch artillerie? And the 
other is planted, watered,and preſerued by Gods owne hand, 
andtherefore he is yndoubtedly well roored, and happie. The 
former part of the verſe is a fimile taken from caſtles or buil- 
dings aſſaulted with enemies; and the latter is a metaphor 
from trees and plants commodiouſly growing. 


Verſe 12. There is a way that ſeemeth right toaman : but 
the iſſues thereof are the waies of death, 


TRE a way|Namely, a lewd and finfull courſe of life, 
that ſeemeth right to a man,which wicked wen perſwade 
themſelues to be free from dangers. Ic is agreeable to their 
luſts and carnall reaſon, it makcth either for their pleaſures,or 
profies: they haue been Jong acquainted with it ; they haue 
found proſperous ſuccefle by it; they ſee the greater per ſona= 
ges,and number of men to trauellin it; and therfore conclude 
of afetie therein, But the iſſnes thereof are the waies of death : 
tis certaine that the beginning of it, and firſt tep into it, did 
tend ro death; but when they haue proceeded in it, they ſhall 
come atthe laſt to their iourneys end,and that is to be deſtroi- 
ed for cuer. 


Verſe 13. Enen in laughing the heart is ſorrowfull, and the 
end of that mirth 1s heanineſſe, 


Y isto bee ynderſtood of the yngodly,and ſuch as are 

m” to themſclues of ſome great cuils ; who ewe in 

lang "4, amidſt their ſports and greatcſt delights, haue gri- 

ping3 of feares, and yexations in their hearts, Aud the end of 

that mirth is beanineſſe, when their pleaſuces are ended their 

panes will begia : their mirth was mingled wich many ſecret 
Q 
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hearr-bitings,but their ſorrow ſhall be pure of it ſelfe,withour 
all mixture, and haue neither hope nor comfort to delaythe 
bitterneſle of ir, The former condition of the godly , tha 
wherein they. lived before their deliverance by Chriſt was 
confirmed ynto them, is a paterne ofthe preſent eſtate of the 
wicked,and itwe hauerelated vnto vs by the holy Ghoſt him. 
ſcife,ſaying,thar rhrough feare of death, they were all their life 
time ſubielt ro bondage, Now if the caſe of ſuch be no berter, 
euen then when it is atthe beſt, what will become of them ar 
their death, and after, before the iudgement ſeate of Chriſt, 
and eternally, when they ſhall lie vader the wrath of God, 
and ſuffer the ful and perfeA puniſhment of al their rebelliong? 
If a malefaCtor be affrighted amongſt his companions, where 
ſeemeth to bee nothing but ſaferie, before his apprehenſion, 
ſhall hee be ableto behold the face of the Iudge,to heare his 
ſentence of condemnation, and to endure the execution and 
puniſhment of death without terror and torment? 


Verſe 14. He that is of a froward heart, ſhall be ſatiate with 


his ownewaies : and a good man with that which is in him. 


H* that is of a froward heart, | Which ſetteth his heart vp. 


on lewdnes and cuill, and declineth euery day, waxing 


worſe and worſe, ſhall be ſatiate with his owne waies,cuen (ated 


and filled full, with the plagues and judgements which his 
owne deſerts ſhall draw vpon him. Anda good man with that 
which is in him, (hall abundantly enioy both inward comforts, 
and outward happineſle, for his conflant vprightneſſe,and ho- 
ly behauiour. For as the waies of every man be diſpoſed ac- 
cording to his heart, ſo doth the Lord yeeld Shay wary 
him for recompence, anſwerably, The more euill hee findeth 
co be in any, the more iudgements hee will heape vpon him; 
and as others haue their Goka ſeaſoned with vertue, grace, 
and ſinceritie, the greater meaſuce of bliſſe and felicitie they 
fhall recceiue at his hands, 
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. Verſe t 5. The fooliſh beleeneth enery thing : but hee that is 
_ prodent taketh heed to his ſteps, 


He foole] He that is fillie for his owne ſoule, and ignorant 
$ bo na ynderſtanding of the matters of God, beleenerth 
exerything,caſhly giving credit ro every yainetalethat is told 
him: and hearkning to euery deceiver that miſleadeth him, 
But aprdent man, he that is of a ſetled indgement, and pro= 
vident for his owne ſafetic,taketh beede to his fteps,examineth 
firſt what waight and ſoundnes there is inthat whichis ſpo=- 
ken, before hee conſent to it, either inperſwafion or practiſe, 
And this ſentence hath place eſpecially in point of greateſt 
| importance,and of higheſt nature, ſuch as tend tothe leruice, 
or ciſhonour of God, ſuch as concerne the euerlaſting wel- 
fare or woe of man : intheſe the foole hath his cares open to 
all,or much that is affirmed, excepting the truth, an impoſtor, 
the meflenger of Satan, a champion for ſinne ſhall be heard, 
whenafaithfull Minifter of God, bringing cleere warrant for 
his fayings, ſhall be reieted, Andin theſe a godly wiſe man 
will be conſiderate, he will nofembrace all that a ſeducer will 
bereadie to deliuer : hee will not ſer his foote in the waies of 
finne, wherein deceiuers ſollicite him to tread, Whoſocuer 
willpreuaile with him in theſe materiall cauſes, muſt produce 
his witnefſe, euen Gods owne teſtimonie, either direly,or 
by conſequent,to confirme his ſaying, 


Verſe 16. A wiſe man feareth, and departeth from enill : but 
« foole rageth andis careleſſe. 


Af man] He thatis religious, and truly godly: when he 
is rebuked or heareth Gods threarniogs, or beholdeth 
Gods iudgements, or forefeeth plagues to come, by the pre- 
ſent view and fight of finne, fearerh, his heart tremblerh,both | 
11 reſpe& of Gods diſpleaſure, and the miſchiefe like to fol= 
low,and departeth fromexill, both purgeth his heart by humi- | 
liation,and redrefſeth his way by reformation, But the foole | 
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rageth ard is caveleſſe : a finfull perſon ſcorneth when he is re- 
#1 2ued, and protumerh of impunitie and fteedome from all pe= 
rits ; 1 Yorneth at him that giueth the admonition, and ta. 
uourcih the finne which 18 r-proud, and therefore frequen- 
tern the practiſe of it the more,and with greater liking, rather 
then Ceparteti from it, 


Ver. 17. He that is baſtie to anger committeth folli: and hy 
th.tp/otteth miſchicfe is hated, 


E that is haſtie to anger,is ſuddenly moued to d:ftempe. 
H::: paſſors, before hee hath aduiſedly examined the 
cauſc of offence : comm: terb folly, breaketh our into ſome ab. 
ſurdicicor iniuffice by word or deed : ana be that plonteth mil. 
chiefe, which dillcembling his difpleaſure, 1ntendeth revenge, 
and fertech his thoughts on worke how to effet it :i5 hated, 
is abhorred of God, and detected by thoſe that finde out his 
malitious practiſes, His waſpiſh and chollerick humour hath 
drawne himinto fin againſt God, and mahtiouſnes towards 
his neighbour : and therefure as hce cxerciſeth the workes of 
voiuſt hatred, being an avuerſarie to the Lord, and righteous 
men,ſfo he caulceih hiua{clfe tobe iuſtly hated, and dealt with. 
all asan odious milcreant. 


Verſe 18. The fooliſh doe tnherit folly : but the prudent ave 


crowned with hnowleage, 


TER Such as will learne no wiſedome, nor ptaGilc 
ar.y goodnes, inherit folly ; ſhame and other puniſhments 
are due vnto them for their ignorance and (infulnes,and ſhall 
intimealſolight vpon them. Bur the prudent are crowned with 
knowledge, ſuch as are diſcreete and godly wiſe, ſhall receive 
the glorious fruite of their vnderſtanding and obedience, For 
by being crowned,is meant commonly in the Scriptures, ho- 
nour and dignity : and for the certaintic ofthe reward on both 
fides,he ſpeaketh of that which is to come, as if it were pre- 
ſently performed. 
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Verſ. 19. The exill ſhall bow before the good, and the wicked 
"at thegates of the righteous, 


He enil'ſhall bow b-fore the good | Sinfull perſons ſhall be 
"Poms and brought downe, and godly men exalted 
and raiſed vp : they ſhall crouchin token of ſubmiſſion, and 
theſe ſhall haue obeyſance done to them in token of honour. 
And the wicked at the righteous : the meaning is, that good 
men ſhall not onely be greater then the eu1il, buc ſuch as the 
euill mult be driven to ſeeke vnto for he!pe and fauour : as ſu- 
ters vie co wait at che gates of a great perton3ge, till either he 
come forth, or they beelet in, and adinitted to hits preſence, 
This abiection of the wicked,and aduancemenr ot the godly, 
isnot generall to all in this lite, norwichſtanding it ofren be= 
fallech many ; bur at the day of che Lord cuery fofull wrerch 
ſhallberaken downe with miſerable debaſement, and cuery 
faithfull Chriſtian ſhal be exalted to a glorious dignity, when 
the one ſort ſhall Randat the barre & be arraigned, and con- 
demned with the diuels; and the other fit, as it were at the 
bench, with Iefus Chriſt,and be made their Judges, 


Verſ.20, The poore # hated,enen of his owne neighbowr:but 
the friends of the rich are many. 


"Prpmngs that is fallen into pouerty, or diſgrace with 
great perſonages,# hated of his neighbour,they that dwel 
by him : and his kinsfolkes and old acquaintance, and ſuch as 
were wont to be familiar with him, being yer but carnall men, 
villaltertheir conntenance and behauiour towards him, and 
picke quarrels againſt him, and rake any occafionto alienate 
themſclues from him. But the friends of therich are many : di- 
uers fawne on the wealthie, and flatrerthem, and make a faire 
ſhew of loue and good will; when as notwithſtanding they 
beare no ſuch affection chem 1ntheir hearts, 
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'Verſ.21, He that deſpiſeth his weighbonr is a ſinner : but hee 


that ſheweth mercy to the poore,bleſſed tc he, 


THis verſe dependeth on the former, wherein was declared 
ip property of fleſhly men, which will deſpiſe their 
friends & neighbours in their neceſſity: and hereis ſet downe 
their ſtate and condition which ſhew ſuch vynfaithfulnes, that 
he which doth deſpiſe his neighbour when hee is poore and 
diftreſſed,ſhall be a ſinner; that is,ſhall be charged with fine, 
and conuicted of it, and plagued for it. The ſame wordis ſo 
taken inthe booke of Kings : where Barhſheba telleth Daxid, 
how needfull it was for him co appoint his ſucceſſor before 
his death, E/ſe, faith ſhe, when my Lord the King ſhall ſleepe 
with his father, I and my ſonne Salomon ſhall be ſinners : that is, 
ſhall be counted as guiltie perſons,and puniſhed as offenders, 
Now this is illuſtrated by the contrary, the great reward 
which they ſhall receiue that pitie poore men in their afflidti. 
ons,and ſeeke to relicue and ſuccour them in word? deed, and 
countenance:they are pronounced bleſſed, ſuch as ſhall abun. 
dantly partake of Gods fauours and mercies, 


Verſ.22, Doe they not erre that imagine enill? but ts them 
that thinke on good things ſhall be mercy and trath, 


T7 queſtion is not moued heere in way of doubting, as 
though it were vncertaine whether they that ſudie to do 
euill ſhould ſpeed euill or nor, but of affurance that they ſhall 
certainly faile of their hope and expeRation. And therefore 
the interrogation is put for a confident aſſeueration of that 
which is affirmed : that never any wicked man could obraine 
his hopeto his contentment in his ſinfull deuices, Either hee 
commeth too ſhort of 3 which he concludeth to do,or miſſerh 
of that happineſſe which he looked forin his exploits, or fal- 
cth into thoſe troubles which he never ſtoodin feare of. But 
#0 thens that thinks on good things, Which ſet their minds to 
| £ meditate 
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meditate ofperforming good ſeruices to God and his people, 
:n thebeſt manner,to them ſhall be avercy and trath : the mer- 

of God ſhall be manifeſted by the multitude of his ble{< 
Gaovpon them,and his truth declared by the fulfilling of his 
promiſes to them, 


Verſe 23. In all labour there is abundance : but the talke of 
the [;ps onely bringeth want, 


Nallabowr]Incuery honeſt vocation wherein a man ſhall 
| dligeny and faithfully employ himſelte, there #w abun- 
dance, a competent meaſure — to bee found for his 
owne maintenance,& a ſurplu ige to beſtow on other good 
ves, But the talke of the lips only, bare and vaine words, when 
aman will labour with his tongue,and let the reſt of his mem= 
bers beidle : when the mouth ſhall bee readieto diſcourſe of 
hisbuſineſſe, but the hands be negligent to performe it; when 
words alone ſhall bee vſed in rad of workes, that bringeth 
enely want, filleth him with needand pouerty, 


Verſ.24. The riches of the wiſe are their crowne: but the foo« 
i/oneſſe of fooles remainerh follie, 


TX which haue wealth with godly wiſedome,are made 
the more honourable by ir for their credit; for ſo much 
the word crewne, doth often import inthe Scriptures, And 
though ſinfull fooles haue neuer ſo great abundance of ri- 
ches,they nothing auailethem again their fooliſhneſſe, They 
bee as _—_ and more wicked then if they poſſeſſed no- 
thing: their leaudneſſe is not made the lefſe grievous and 
damnable by their great ſubſtance : and their abſurdities bee 
more ſeene, and noted totheirſhame, then if they liued in a 
poore eſtate and obſcurely, 


Verſ, 25. eA faithfull witneſſe delinereth ſoules : but a dre 
ceitfull one forgeth lies, 


Faithfull witneſſe ] Which both hath ſure knowledge of 
that which he affirmeth, and an ypright heart todoe ſer= 
Q4 uice 
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vice to God, and good to his brethren by his teſtimonie, de. 
liuvereth ſoules,endeauoureth by declaring the truth :0 helpe 
innocent men our of their troubles, and infamie whercints 
they are fallen, or likero come by voir: ft acculations, orfalſs 
ſurmiſesof them, For by /o:-/es, in the Scriptures js often 
meant the perſons of men, As Exod. 1. 5. All the ſoulesthar 
came out ofthe loynes of [acob, were teuentie ſfoules. Put a 
deceitful one, a falle witnA1>, or craftie acculcr, forgeth lies, 
as lomcimes hee pervertech thetruch, and abuſcth.irto crofſe 
iuſtice and true dealing ; ſo if that willnot be tor his turnety 
effeCt his purp-:1e,then he inventech a lie, and ſetterh a colour 
ypon it todeftroy or molt his harweleſle neighbours, For 
here doththe holy Ghoſt oppoſe the deceitſu!] to the faithful, 
and forging ot lies,to deliuering of ſoules, in regardof thee. 
fetthatir worketh, becauſe by that meanes many men are 
broughtrto danger and deſtrution, And as this is vnderſtood 
of the whole man, that a faithful witneſſe will deliver him; 
ſoit is true concerning the part of man, the ſoule ſo propeily 
called,rhar a faithtul! witnefſe, either Mioifter, or private per- 
ſon,according as opportunity ſerueth, wi!l ſpecially labour to 
deliver the heart from fine, by eeſtifying the truth of God a- 
gainſt it,and fo preferue his brother from deſtruction, This is 
according to that which Saint James ſpeaketh : Brethren,if 
any of you hane erredfrom the trath,and ſome man hath conner- 
red him; let him know, that he which hath conerted the ſinner 
from going aftray ont of hi; way, ſhall ſaue a ſoule from death, 
and ſhall hide a multitnd- of innes. On the other fide, thefalle 
Prophets,and ſeducers of all men, are the moſt deceitfull and 
dangerous,and doe greateſt miſchicfe withtheir corrupt do- 
Etrine and peſtilent erroms, The ſenſe of this verſe is agree- 
ablcto the ſixth verſe of the ewelfth chapter, where its ſaid, 
that, the talking of thewic\ed,is to. lie in waite for blood : but 
the month of the righieous will deliner them, There it was ob» 
ſerued, and hcere it is confirmed that wicked men mix their 
crueltic with craft and falſhcod : For they lie in \vait fer blord, 
and they are aeceitfie!l, and forge lies, And that agood man 
Willhauea good word readie to hielpe themthm are m—_ 
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ed. For the mouth of the righteous wil deliner them,and a faith- 
fulwuneſſe will deliner ſeules, 


Verſ. 26. In the feare of the Lord there i aſſurance of 
frength,and he wilibe arefuge for his children, 


N the feare of the Lord |In ſoundnefle of religion,anderue 

godlines,there is aſſurance of ſtrength, certainty of defence 
both for ſoule and body, And hee well bee a refuge for bs ch:l- 
dren, This is added to the former clauſc, as a rcaſon for con- 
firmation of ir, Godly men muſt needs be in good ſafery, be- 
cauſerhey be Gods children, whom he in Chriſt hath begor= 
tento himſelfe, by the unmorrall ſeed of the word, and hee 
doth perpetually proce all his ſons and daughters, 


Verſ. 27. The feare of the Lord ts a wel ſpring of life to anoid 
the ſnares of decth, 


Sreligion was comended inthe former verſe to be for- 
cible tor the detence of them that imbraceit; ſo in this 
itis declared to be comfortable to them, aud profitable,as ap- 
peareth by the ſimilitude of a welfpring, whereof there was 
greatyſein thoſe hot countries, for the refreſhing of men and 
cattel] that were thirſtie : and the inoyſtening of th= earth, to 
make it the more frutfull, And therefore it was giuen for a 
principall praiſe to the land of Canaan,that it was a good /-nd, 
i the which were riners of water and founta nes, &c, And D:ut.3.7. 
Achſah the daughter of Caleb,made a requelt co her tather to 
give her a bleſſing, that is,to doe her a fpeciall tanovr ; which 
was, that as hee had beftowed vpon her 4 arie coait, abarren 
held,ſo he Wonld allo gine her ſprings of Water, a mor* fertile Tuflu1,F, 
peece of ground, which he according]y yeclded vnto her. And 
tiscalled a Welfpring of life, both tor the contiant fulnefle of 
it,as ncuer failing, as alſo in refpe& of chic geratiovs cttetts 
thereof, becauſe that bleſſedneſle in this life, and crernall life 
inthe worldto come, doth abundantly proceed from it. 7s 
au0id the ſnares of death ; that is, it both giueth men inſtruRti- 
Ons, 


Jam.3-17. 
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ons,and worketh in them a care to flie from fin, whereby th 
would be otherwiſe intangled to deftruRion. The ſame words 


areinthe 13, chap, yerſ, 14, where they haue been already 
expounded, 


Verſ. 28. In the multitude of the people 15 the Henonr of a | 
King : and thro#gh want of people, commeth the de/*ruition of 


the Prince. 


Wo the multitude of the people] When the number ofthe ſub. * 
iects are encreaſed and proſper, it is both for the glory and 

lafety of the Prince, And through want of people, when they | 
are few and fecble,commeth the deftruition of the Prince : hee | 
is expoſed to perils,as wanting power to defend his ftateand 


territories ; and tocontempt al{o,centraric to the honour be. 
fore mentioned. Boththe ws clauſe of this ſentence, and 
the latter ate moſt truly verified, when Princes are agents in 
the mulciplying or diminiſhing oftheir ſubieQs, That King is 
duly honoured who by his mercy, wiſedome, fortitudeand 
good gouernment,procureth the welfare and encreaſe of his 
people: and he is ſabieR to ignominie and miſchicfe, which 


through tyrannie and oppreſſion doth cauſe the number of 
them to decreaſe, ' 


Verſ.29, He that is ſlow towrath u of great wiſedome : but 
be that it of a haftie minde exalteth folic, 


E that i flow to wrath] Which isable to maſter the rage 

ofhis affeRions ſo, that he will not bee carried away to 
diſtemper ; contrary to the rules of lawfull anger, is of great 
Wiſedere : hath receiucd from aboxe in his heart, that pure, 
peaceable,and gentle wiſedome, which Saint [ames ſpeaketh 
of; and doth alſo declare the ſame by his long ſufferance and 
patient forbearance, when by indignities and wrongs hee is 
prouoked, But he that is of as ha#ty mind, being raſhly mo- 
ucd to paſſion, without due cauſe of diſpleaſure, or immode- 
rately offended, when the fault deſerueth not ſo much ger} 
exalt 
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txalteth follie; doth openly commit it,as thongh he would lift 
iypthatallmen might ſee it, 


—_» WR 


Verſ. 30. A ſound heart is the life of the fleſh ; but ennie ts 
the rotting of the bones, 


Sound heart] That is, a tender, kind, and compaſſionate 

heart toward them that be in afflitions, with a defire to 
relieve and ſuccourthem : for the word fignifieth an healing 
heart, ſuch a one as wiſheth well tro them, and ſtudierth how it 
may beſt comfort them, ſo free it is from euill will and deſpite, 
and grudging at other mens good eſtate, & the life of fleſh, 
bringerh health and foundnee to the whole man that hath 
it.But enwie is the rotting of the bones;it is painful ro the mind, 
andhurtfull co the body,and will quickly conſume a man,and 
bring him to his end,as the diſeaſes which lic in the bones, and 
eateypthe marrow, 


"——_— — 


Verſ, 31. Hee that oppreſſeth the poore,reprocheth him that 
made hims : but he that ſheweth mercy to the poore, doth hononr 


bm, 


| as Hee meaneth, not only ſuch as liue in want and 
penurie ; but thoſe which are ynderthe burthen of any 0- 
ther afflitions, and vnable to defend themſelues: and by op- 
peſin, he vnderftandeth all kind of hard dealing, whether it 
ee by craft or force, or falſe accuſations and flanders, or 
bitter and contumelious ſpeeches ro bring them into con- 
tempt or hatred : Hee that thus wrongeth any diſtreſſed 
perſon, reprocheth him that made him : that is, the Lord 
who hath allstted to him that poore eſtate, But hee that 
heweth mercy to the poore , which doth good, and mini- 
ſeth comfort to them that are in miſery, by helping the 
ho ſeruancs,declareth his lone and cftimation of the Lord 
$ matter, 


Vetl. 


I iddac he, 


PROVERBS, 


226 Chid.14. 
Verſe.32. The wicked man is purſued in bis miſerie : but 
the righteous bath hope in his death, 


He wicked is purſued|The word which we tranſlate pyr. 

ſued,fignifierh to be thruſt ar, or co throw downe :mea. 
ning, that when his calamity once beginneth, he ſhall be gri. 
uen on forwards vntill he fall into dettrution, But the fate of 
the rigizeous is contrary, for he hath hope, that is, not onely 
confidence and good expeRation,but rctuge and deliverance 
in greateſt extremities, yea in the yery danger and torment of 
death ir ſelfe, yeathen eſpecially, and more then euer at any 
time before, 


Verſ. 33. Wiſedome refteth in the heart of him that bath 
wnderitanding : but that which « in the beart of fooles ſhallbee 


knowne, 


V Iſedome) That is, holy and heauenly wiſedome and 

grace, re#teth in the heart, ( continucth therein, and 
dwelleth as in her houſe and habitation) of him that huth vn« 
derſtanding : namely, of euery ſuch one as is of ſound iudge- 
ment and fincere affection, And that which is in the heart of 
Fooles ſhall be knowne : that finfulneſſe ard corruption which 
they nouriſh in their ſoules, and cake pleaſure in, will breake 
out and diſcoverit ſelfe ar one time or other, The agreement 
of the two cauſes together will the beirer appeare, it that bee 
ſupplied which is vnderftoodin cach of them,wh'ch may bee 
in this manner ; Wiſdomerclicth in the heart of him thathath 
vnderſtanding,and will be maniteftcd; and follic inhabiteth 
inthe heart of fooles,and ſhall be knowne, 


Vetrſ. 34. Inſtice exalteth a Nation : but finne is ſhame ts 
the people, 


| bc ſtice) Thar is, true religion, and obedience to Gods holy 
commandements,and che enaRting, & executing of whole+ 
ſome 
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ſome lawes deth exalt 4 nation ; cauſeth the inhabitants of 
well ordered Common-wealths,and countries,and cities, and 

townes, to proſper, and bee commended, But /mne practiſed 

2nd not puniſh«d,is a/hame to people; it bringeth to contempr, 

and makerth them infainous, and draweth downe iudgements 

on the places where it is committed and tollerated, 


Verſ.35. The fanour of a King is toward a wiſe ſernant : but 
bu wrath ſhall be toward bum that canſeth ſhame, 


TY fanonr of a King, e. Every wile king, and all other 
godly great per{onages, will take delight in, and ſhew 
countegance vato their ſcruaits, or officers, or any other that 
depend ypon them, ſo farre as they ſhall finde them diligent, 
obedient, diſcreet and truftie : and therefore will alſo be rea- 
die ro reward them, according as their faithfull ſeruice ſhall 
deſerue. But bis wrath ſhall be towards him that canſeth ſhame, 
Hethat by folly offenderh his goucrnour; eſpecially if he dif- 
credit him and his houſe, by lewd pranks and miſdemeanours, 
muſt look to feele his maſters diſpleaſure,and that with frow- 
ning checks,chiding, puniſhment, or diſplacing, 


CHAPTER. XV. 


Verſ.1. A ſoft anſwere turneth away wrath : but a grienous 
word trrreth vp anger. 


Ver Coft anſwere) Gentle,milde, and praceable ſpec- 
fv} DY ; on; away wrath) wal wor ar 
bg tion of himthat is difpleaſed, Hee ſperketh of 
f6(v S that which commeth to paſſe moſt common- 
Jy ly,though' not alwaies :for ſometimes men of 
afroward and ſeruile diſpoſicion are the more violent, by how 


much they are mildlier dealt with: and ſharpe rebakes pre« 
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uaile moſt with ſuch, totame them with feare, which would 
not be intreated with faire per{waſions : | But grienons words] 
bicter, biring, and prouoking ſpeeches | tirre »p wrath] not 
only increalc itin them, in whom before it was kindled, but 


. Kindleitin them who before were kindly affeed, /acob was 


much indeared to Rachel,and bare much with her infirmitics, 
and great corruptions, yet when her owne barrennes,and her 
ſiſters fruicfulnes had ftirred her vp to enuic,and her enuic had 
made her paſſionate,and her paſſhon had cauled her rongue to 
ſpeake abſurdly, requiring /acob to giue her children, other- 
wiſe ſhe could not liue, it is ſaid that his anger was hindled a. 
gainſt her,notwithſtanding his ſingular loue; how then would 
he haue taken the matter if ſhe had reuiled him, and railed on 
him, if ſhe had belied him, and charged him with pe: fidiouſ. 
nes,as denying due bencuolence vnto her,and defrauding her 
of her matrimonial right, and yer could be readie,and firange 
enough to beget baſtards on harlots ? 


Verſ.2. The tongne of the wiſe ſetteth foorth good knowledge: 
but the mouth of fooles powreth out folly _ ood knowleag 


TT meaning is, that godly prudent men will ytter good 
matter, and their ſpeeches ſhall carrie a grace and force 
withthem, as being rightly placed,and wiſely ordered. And 
finful vngodly perſons on the other fide,cither vomit out that 
whichis hurtfull,falſe,or vaine : or elſe peruert and abuſe that 
which in it ſelfe is true and wholeſome. Good men indcede 
through the defeR of wiſdome and goodneſle,doe ſometimes 
fault with their lips, and faile to ſpeake that which is rwecte: 
(forthe beſt artaine nor to the fulneſle of grace, and therefore 
candoe nothing in complete perfeQtion) but the wicked doe 
neuer ſpeake any thing well,albei they alwaics ytter not that 
whichis ill, When Cayphas and Balaam were prophecying, 
anddeliuered the words of God, yet their tongues were yN- 


as ws ng the _—_ ſpoken by them was 
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Verſe 3, The eyes of the Lord are in enery place, bebolding 
the exill andthe good, 


He eyes of the Lord|His certaine fight and knowledge, 
He ſpeaketh of God according to man, attributing eyes 
ynto him, (which hee, being a ſpirit, hath not) becauſe wee ſee 
with our eyes, and beſt know the things which wee ſee : [ix 
exery place) whereſoeuer any man is : |beheld|not onely dif- 
cerne and perceiue, but purpoſely obſerue and marke, and 


that continually, as the forme of the word in that participle T/ophoth, 


importeth :[the exill and the good]all ſorts of men, together 
with their hearts and waies, Dad ſaid not that which con- 
cerned himſelfe onely in particuler,but which belonged to all 
mankinde in generall : he ſpake not as the ſonne of /eſſe, bur 
15the fonne of eAdam, and for all eAdams children, and that 
which every one might as truly affirme for himſclte, when he 
directed his peechto the Lord in this manner: O Lord tho 
ſearcheſt me, and hnoweſft me, Thou knowe/t my downe ſitting, 
and mine wpriſing : thow vnder/tandeſt my thought a farre off, 
Thou compaſſe/t my path, and my lying downe, and art acquams- 
tedwith all my waies, Whither ſhall I goe from thy fþrrit? or 
wither ſhall I flye from thy preſence,C c. 


Verſe 4. A wholeſome tongue is as 4 tree of life : but the fro- 
Berdues thereof is as a breach made by the winde, 


ID purpoſe and drift of this ſentence is, to declare that 
the courſe and cuſtome of godly mens ſpeeches is both 
comfortable and profitable to them which know how to 
make yſe thereof: as was that goodly tree of life in Paradiſe, 
continuslly bearing fruite, ſo pleaſant and pretious. Or the 
contrary fide, as a bluſtering winde, which throweth downe 
trees and houſes, doth much harme : ſo a violent and veno« 
mousrongue, cauſing troubles and calamities, is yery perni- 
tious and huctfull, 

(Verl.5, 
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Vetſ.g. A foole deſpiſeth his fathers inftr#ftion : but he that 


regardeth correttion,tis prudent. 


Foole) A wicked and money childe,[deſpiſeth] cither re. 
A fuſeth to heare, or elſe ro obey [his fathers nitration] 
that admonition or counſe]l which his parents or other go. 
uernours giue vnto him : [b#t hee that regarderh] ſubmitterh 
himſelfe vnto, and is bertered by [corretftion] cither in words 
or deedes;giuen by whomſoeuer, hauing authoritie ouer him, 


[is prudent |(heweth wiſedore, and receiueth the fruite ofthe | 


ſame, 


Verſe 6. The honſe of the righteous hath much treaſure : but 
in the renennes of the wicked 15 trouble. 


TE houſe of the righteous) That is, either euery righte- 
ous man hath his bouſe repleniſhed with great ſtore of 
wealth and ſubſtance, or elſe a lefle quantitie doth as well 
ſuffice him, God ſeeing itto be better and ſafer for him, And 
whereas ſometimes it falleth out, that godlie men have nci- 
ther ſo much as others poſleſſe, nor as themſclues deſire, 2nd 
ſeeme to ſtand in neede of, it groweth from the defe& cf their 
godlinefſe,for which the Lord correteth them with ſome pe- 
nuric and want, and whereby their hearts faile of chat fulnefſe 
of contentment, which more pictic and grace would worke 
in them, 

The latter clauſe of this verſe preventeth an obicRion 
that might be made againſt the former, inthis manner : Why 
ſhouldri ineoulaelle bee commended for making rhe righ- 
ceous rich, fithence linne ſeemeth to make the ſtate of (in- 
ners more proſperous then theirs? To this ir is anſwered, 
that troubles are intermingled with their wealth and poſſel- 
fions; as painies and toyle in getting, and cares aud fearesin 
= and priefe and anger in forgoing of all, or auy part 
of them, 


Ver £7. 


paſe7.8. 


Verl. 7. T 
but the heart 0 


E compa 

ſeedeſ-m 
ſure,ar euery f 
ittobe a note 
whereſocuer i 
talke ro the be 
contrary fide, 
hearts,bring f 
andnoyſome. 
ſow Cockle,a 
are onely ven 
ſentence,the | 
tertothelips 
arethe inſtrur 
lips of the wi 
ſpread abroac 
heart of the fc 
abroad ignor: 


Ver(.8. T 
Lord: but the 


He ſacti 
which | 
prayers them 
abhorrerh,& 
the righteous 
ly performe| 
hriſt he is v 
ward them. | 
nemies,nor | 
cieand effe 
tainly worke 
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Verſ. 7. The lips of the wiſe doe ſpend abroad knowledge : 
but the heart of the fooliſh, that which is not right. 


E compareth the lips of wiſe men tothe hands of good 
| 5 | +07 cm" Skilfully, and in due manner and mea- 
ſure,at cuery ſtep doe ſcatter the corne into the tilth:ſhewing 
ittobe a note of ſound ynder(tanding, totake opportunitie 
whereſocuer it is offered, at home or abroad, to dire their 
talke ro the benefit and edification of the company. Onthe 
contrary fide, the wicked, out of the euill freafure of their 
hearts, bring forth cuill things, vttering yanitie, and errours, 
andnoyſome ſpeeches, like thoſe that make it their worke to 
ſow Cockle,and Tares, and Darnell, or other weeds, which 
areonely venomous and hurtfull, In the former part of the 
ſentence, the heart is to be vaderſtood, which miniſtreth mat- 
tertothelips : Andinthelatter,the lips are alſo meant, which 
arethe inſtruments of the heart : as if he ſhould haue ſaid;The 
lips of the wiſe, out of that grace which is inthe heart, doe 
ſpread abroad knowledge, and that which is right: and the 
heart of the fooliſh, by the perucrſenes of the lips, dothſpread 
abroad ignorance,and that which is not right. 


*- WW —" && 0 ts © 


Verſ.8, The Sacrifice of the wicked is abomination to the 
Lord: but the prayer of the righteous is acceptable unto him. 


be ſacrifice of the wicked] Their beſt workes, cuenthoſe 
which ſeeme moſt to ſauor of deuotion, and their very 
prayers themſclues[are abomination to the Lord\fins which he 
abhorreth,& for which he will puniſhthem: |bat the prayer of 
the righteoxs]and all other their ſeruices which they faithful- 
| performe| are acceptable to hims] wherewith, through Teſus 

briſt he is well pleaſed, and for the ſame will gratiouſly re- 
vard them. For neither the diſpleaſure of God "=_ his c= 
nemies,nor his fauonr towards his people,are without effica- 
cieand effeR: his hatred is ioyned ich iuſtice, and will cer- 


tainly worke the woe of him that ſhall prouoke it; and his 
R loue 
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loue is full of goodnefle, and will make him bleſſed vpon 
whom itis ſetled, 


Verſ 9. The way of the wicked is an abomination to the Loyd: 
but he loueth him that followeth rigbteonſneſſe, 


Te way of the wicked] The whole courſe of his life and 
behaviour : whatſocuer he ſaith, and all that he doth F 
abommation ro the Lord is filthie and loath(ome in his eyes, 
prouoking him in anger to plague him. And this is notto be 
vnderſiood only of the grofle faults of fintull men, when they 
direQtly tranſgreſſe the law of God, but of euery thing elle 
which they take in hand,as long as they walke after the feſh 
as labour and trauel]; their meate and drinke their ſleepe and 
neceſſarie refreſhings : though in exerciſes not vtterly vnlaw- 
full ; though in matters that be meerely ciuill; though in aQti. 
ons euery way commendable for others to performe, And 
hereofthe Apoſtle ſpeaketh, when he faith tro Titus, that te 
the you all things are pure ; but vuto them that are defiled and 
wnbeleening nothing u pure, but enen their minds and conſci- 
ences are defiled, 

But hee loneth him | Eſteemeth him, and yſeth him ashis 
owne child; cauſeth his heart to feele the comfort of his fa- 
uour,and will in due time make it manifeſt to all the world 
how deere he is vnto him | who followeth after righteouſveſſ | 
which is not cold,or ſlow, or vnflablein doing of good ;but 
with might and maine ſtriueth conſtantly to obtainethe ha- 


MHeraddeph. bit and encreaſe ofgoodneſſe, The word fignifiech earneltly 


to purſue, being a Metaphor taken from the cagerneſſe of wild 
beaſts,orrauenous fowles, or of any kind of creacures that 
live by the ſpoyle of others, which will rune or flie, both faſt 
and farre,rather then be diſappointed of their prey. True it 
is, that all are nor of equall graces, nor any one at al] times 
equally 2ﬀeQRed ro that which is iuſt and vpright ; but none 
muſt leaue offendeauour to ſeckeit, Euery man is to makeit 
his gaine,and to abandon all the impediments which would 


Ray him from it.. The ſcuſe and meaning of the words will , 
c 


Verſe 10.11. 
the berrer diſc 
ineicher part « 
rech the way 
iniquirie : but 
cauſe he follo 


Verſc 10. - 
[and|he that | 


Nitrutl ion 

or faithfull 
ſelfe (for the 
one piace, an 
richeſt Iemm 
not willing te 
ſempered pa 
ſaketh the Ws 
through infir 
one as either 
riohtpath of 
ynto himzor \ 
ſome eorrane 
which 1s imbi 
ments :| ſhall 
and to be ſur 
curſed death 


ſome heauic i 


Verſ. rr. * 
bow much mo 


He grau 
places in 
couered, and 
lower then el 
deftrutlion | 1 
Ofore the L 


Verſe 10.11. Provnrss. 22 
the berrer diſcerned, if that bee ſupplied whichis vnderflood 


neither part of the ſenicence,in this manner: The Lord abhor- 
reth the way and perſon of the wicked, becauſe hee followerh 
iniquirie : but he loueth the perſon and way of the godly, be- 
cauſe he followeth r1ghceouſneſle, 


Verſe 10, Inſtrattion | isenill to him that forſaketh the way: 
[and] be that hateth correftion ſhall die, 


Nitruflion | Either wholeſome doQtrine publikely taught, 
I taithfull admonition privately giuen : | xs ewill No mit 
ſelfe (for the Scripture calleth it A pearle, and Holy ching in Marth-7.6, 
one place, and preferreth it before filuer and gold : and the 
richeſt Iemwes in another ) bur it ſo ſeemeth ro him that is prgu.z.15, 
nor willing to obey it: in whom alſo ir is an occaſion of di- 
Rempered paſhons, and hardneſſe of heart : | ro him that for- 
ſeketh the way] not to every one that miſtaketh the way, or 
through infirmitice ſomtimes ſwarueth from it; butto ſuch a 
oneas either obſtinacely refaſeth ro chuſe and walke inthe 
rightpathof ſaluation, when the knowledge of it is offered 
yato him;or wiltully departerh from ir after that he hath made 
ſome entrance thereunto : And | hee that hateth correftion| 
which 1s imbicrered by rebukes, and not bertered by chaſtiſe- 
ments :| ſhalldie ] is in danger to periſh eternally at the laſt, 
andto be ſurpriſed with ſome ſpeedy, ſudden, ſhametull, or 
curſed death in the meane ſeaſon : and before that, to haue 
ſome heauic iudgement to fall ypon him. 


Verſ. 11. The graue and deftruition are before the Lord: 
bow much more the hearts ef the ſonnes of men ? 


I graxe | The darkeſt places in the ground, or deepeſt 
places in the waters,where any dead corps is, or hath bin 
couered, and conſequently all others as obſcure as they, or 
lowerthen they, cuen to the very center of the carth :| ad 
deftruttion | the place and ſtate of the damned ſpirits : | are 


Ofers the Lerd | hee ſeeth both how the bodies conſume, 
R 3 and 
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and how the ſoules ſuffer,and what beethe thoughts of them 
that ſuſtaine ſuch infernall rorments : | how mach more the 
hearts\the counſels, and purpoſes, and diſcourſes, and mo. 
tions of all the faculties of the ſoules : [of the ſonnes of menof 
every one in eueryage that is deſcended fromthe race of man« 
kinde, fo long as hee liueth on earth, Yet is not this an argu. 
ment from imparitie,in reſpect of God,as thoughit were eafie 
for him to behold ſome thoughts,and bard to find out others; 
(for all are equally comprehended of him) bur in regarde of 
men, which with greater difficultic attaine to the knowledge 
of that whereunto their ſenſe is not able to reach, and with 
more facilitie diſcerne that which is ſubicR to their ſenſes:and 
ſo according to themſelues they conceiue of the Lord, 

Now ifthey apprehend that hee doth continually obſerue 
and looke ypon things that bee ſo abfiruſe and hidden, they 
may bce eafily perſwaded that hee is not vnacquainted with 
chat which is mote conſpicuous and apparant. 


Verſe 12. A ſcorner loweth not him that rebuketh him: nti. 
ther will he goe vnto the wiſe. 


S_ Aleaud yngratious perſon, which obſtinately 
hath giuen ouer himſelfe to worke wickednefle, and de- 
rideth al! + diſhke of his waies :[/oueth not him that rebs- 
keth biz) but hateth both che reprouer and the reproofe, the 
man and his admonition : according as was faid before-tha 
inftruttion is eill to bom that forſaketh the way : [neither wil 
he goe tothe wiſe nor be willing that the wiſe ſhould cometo 
him, He afteReth not the company and ſocietie of themthat 
be godly, becauſe hee knoweth that they will looke into his 
licentious life, and tell him plainlie of his inordinate beha- 
uiour, If Achabtooke it fo offenſively that Elyah, although 
ſent by the Lord,ſhauld enter into Naboths vineyard, where- 
of he was taking poſleſſhon,to the moleſting of him,as if an e- 
nemie were come vpon him ; when ſhall wee thinke, would 
Achab of himſelfe haue repaired to Elyah to confeſle his bloo- 
die crucltie, to craue his prayers to God for pardon, —_ 
ſce 
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feke direRion for the attainment and teſtification of his re 
pentance e 


Verſ.1 3. A ioyfullheart maketh a good countenance: but by 
the ſorrow of the heart,the ſpirit is broken. 


loyfull heart A glad and metrrie minde,efpecially hauing 
AS with God, and pardon of all his tranſgrethons : 
mateth a cood countenance\ cauſerh the whole body to bee 
morehealchfull, but moſt of all ſhewerth ir ſelfe inche cheere= 
fulnes of che face : for the aftcions of the minde pierce into 
theparts of the body, and chiefly appeare and worke inthe 
countenance: | but by the ſorrow of the heart | when it is carnall 
or excefſiue, | the ſpirit is broken] as the lookes are marred, ſo 
the ſpirits are dulled, and men by fighings and grietes are of= 
ten brought to ſuch extremities, as that they can hardly draw 
their breath. The oppoſition ftandeth thus : A ioyfull hearr 
maketh a good countenance, and by the comforss of it, the 
ſpirits are refreſhed : and a ſorrowfull heart maketh an heauie 
countenance, and by the griefes thereof the ſpirits are op- 


preſſed, 


Verſe 14. The heart of him that hath wnder/tanding ſceketh 
knowledge : but the month of the foole is fed with foolſbnes. 
TY heart of himthat hath unger//anding| The vpright de- 

fire, and fancere affeRion of him that is wiſe vnto ſalua- 
tion,! ſceberh for knowledge | moueth his hppes,and eares, and 
ſenſes, diligently to labour for increaſe of that holy wiſedome 
wherewith he is alreadie endued :| but the month of the foole 
# fed with fooliſhnes| that is, leaudnes of life, and praGtiſe of 
euill,are as delightfull to the minde of a finfull perſon, as dee 
licious food is to the mouth and taſte : and he that hatha wic= 
ked heart, will bee as greedieto fatisfie his luſt at eucry mo-= 
ment, as he that hath a daintie tooth will be deſirous to feede 


on delicate diſhes at every mealc, 
— Andloit is agrecable to that which, is in the fourth Chap- 


R 3 ecrs 
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ter, where ſinners are ſaid to eate the bread of withedneſſe, and 
ro drinkg the wine of violence : that is, It is meate and drinke ts 
themto do miſchiefe, The ſenſe and oppolitionin effe&rend 
tothis, that the heart of a wiſe man ſecketh for knowledge, 
and therefore his {oule is fed with grace : and the heart of a 
foole doth hunt after follic, and therefore his mouth is fed 
with fool:iſhnes, 


Verſe t5. All the daies of the afflified are enill : but hee that 
hath a good heart,is at a continuallfeaſt, 


Bi the next two verſes following it may appeare, that by 
the afflifted is meant ſuch a one as (through defeR of 
faith and cofitentedneſſe) is troubled in minde for pouertie, 
or other outward calamities, becauſe bis worldly eftate and 
condition is no better, Andot him it is faid, that all bis daies 
ae exill: that is, His wholelife, during thoſe wants or croſ- 
fes,or feares,till the heart be holpen by grace| are exill ]grie- 
uous,tedious,and full of bitter vexations : bat hee that haths 
good heart) which is at peace with God, aud freed from the 
power of infidelitic and finfulnes, [is at 4 continuallfeaſt|isno 
more burdened with want at any time, then they which haue 
varietie of diſhes before them:and no lefle filled with delights 
atall rimes, then they which are well fatisfied with daintie 
meates and pleaſant wines. For the compariſon is from the 
comfort ind commodities of banquets, and not the ſurſets 
and excefle thereof, Yet this is according to the degrees of 
that nn nefſe which is in mens ſoules : fo much godlinefle as 
a auc, ſo much refreſhing they finde in their affliRions: 
and becauſe none can attaine ynto a perfeRion thereof, there- 
fore none ſhall be rid of all worldly griefes, and dreads,and 
diſcontentments, 

The ſenſe and expoſicion tendeth to this purpoſe : All the 
dajes ofhimthat hath an cuill heart, are as grieuous when he 
is afied,as if he were pinched with continuall penvrie : but 
all the daies of him that hath a good heart, when hee is affli» 
Red,are as joyous as if he wereat acontinuallfealt, Ap 

4 T7 Veri,16, 
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3 
Verſe 16. Better i: 4 little with the feare of the Lord, then 
great treaſare,and trouble therewith, 


Etter is 4 little] A ſmall portion of goods is more profi- 
table and comfortable, Foich the feare of the Lord | with 
odlineſſe,caufing a contented minde with iey,and procuring 
Gods bleſſing for vſc, [ thew great treaſure | then the abun. 
dance of wealth, [with rrouble] with finfulnes which bring. 
eth trouble, namely feare, care, forrow,and many curſes with 
the checke of an ill conſcience: for where Religion is nor, 
there griefes and vexations will be: and the more riches a 
wicked man hath, whereby he may ſceme to bee free from all 
moleſtations, the more incumbrances he hath, wh:ch are al- 
waics ready to moleſt him, 


Verſe 17. Better is a dinner of greene hearbs where lone is, 
then a ſtalled Oxe,and hatred therewith, 


|| wet More laudable in the heuſe,and acceptable tothe 
gueſt :[is a dinner of greene hearbs] very meane and flen- 
der fare :| where /one is] where is concord and heartie good 
will:[then a falled Oxe|then great ſtore of good meate, and 
al manner of proviſion that appertaineth ro a ſumptuous feaſt: 
[ard hatred therewith] an euill aftcRion, either rowards the 
parties bidden, or one towards another. The alienation of 
mindes, through the hard opinion which one hath ofthe o- 
ther,is enough to marre the feafi,though the cheare be neuer 
ſo great; buit much more if there bee alſo variance amongſt 
them, if they breake our into bitternefſe, into contention, and 
brawling, and eſpecially if quarrels, and violence inſue there- 


upon, 


Verſ. 18, «An angry man ftirreth vp contention : but he that 
& ſlow to wrath, appeaſeth ſtrife. 


AF angry men |Such ouer whom wrath andpaſſion hath 
power,& in-whomir raignerh,(for in the original = 
4 c 
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heis called a may of anger )[ ſtirreth vp contention] encreaſeth 
diſſenfion where hee findeth diſcord, & maketh debate where 
peace was before : [but he that is ſlow towrath| which can gOe 
uerne his affeions,and nor bee angrie without.cauſe, or be. 
yond meaſure, | appeaſeth ſirife | endeauoureth to pacific that 
diſpleaſure which one man hath conceiued againſt another; 
ſo that he is not onely vnlike to himthart is given to anger,and 
will not raiſe contention as he doth, buttaketh a courte Quite 
contrary to his,in reconciling them that be at variance, 


Verſ. 19. The way of the ſlathfull is as an hedge of thornes, 
but the way of the righteous is | a5 | a paned canſey, 


He way of the ſlnggard | Not that leaud and licentious 

courſe of life which a finfull flottifull perſon doth take, 
(tor that ſeemes plaine and pleaſant vnto him) but the good 
and honeſt conuerſation which he ought to walke in: |; as 
an hedge of thornes| appeareth to him to be full of difficulties 
and dangers, as a path that js all ouer-growne with. thornes 
and briars: and therefore either hee dareth notenter intoit, 
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becauſe he fearethperils; orelſe he wil not proceed forwards, 
becauſe he findeth inconueniences :| but rhe way of the righ= 
zeons the vic and exerciſe of thoſe good duties which ecuery 
godly diligent man pertormeth : |z5 | as | apanedcauſcy]plaine, 
ealic,and commodious : andthertore he goeth on in the ſame 
with good contentment and comtort, 
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Verſ.20, eA wiſe ſonne reiozeeth [his father : but a fooliſ 
fonne deſpiſeth his mother, 


p_ 


Wiſe ſonne! A child that is indued with grace,and vertu- 
ouſly inclined: | reroycerh his father \bringeth comfort 

to both parents for his piety and feare of God (it they them» 
ſelues be religious and godly; otherwiſe it may beeghey will 
be the more vexed at it ) tor his obedience and dutifull bcha- 
uiourtowards them, and for his owne good credit with all 
wiſe men that know his waics,and he bleſſing of God ypon 
his 
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his ſtate: [bx 4 fooliſÞ ſorine | ſuch a one as is giuen to beleaud 
and wicked, | deſpiſerh his mother | ſheweth contemprro moe 
ther and father,but eſpecially tothe mother, becauſe hee pre 
ſumethto be more bold with her, and becauſe his late come 
monly doth lefle depend vpon her. The oppoſition is chus to 
be conceiued : 

A wiſe ſonne doth honour his father and mother,ar.d ther- 
fore doth make them to bee glad : bur a fooliſh ſonne Ceſpi- 
{th mother and father; and therfore cauſeth them to mourne, 


Verſ. 21. Fooliſhneſſe is toy to him that is deftitute of vnder- 
ſanding ; but a man of vuderitanding will wal eg vprightly, 


Ooliſhneſſe | Wickednefle and finne : [ is ioy | defired, and 

committed,and continued in with delight : | ro bins that is 
deſtitute of vnderit-1nding ' a {10full man that is without all fa- 
vingknowledge,and-heaucnly wiſedome : | but a man of vn- 
der/[angizg (ſuch a one as is godly wiſe, whoſe mind the holy 
Ghoſt hath enlightened with the ſound knowledge of the 
word :[wal+eth wprightly | ordereth his converſation aright, 
andthatin the truth and ſincerity ofhis heart, Thus ſtandeth 
the oppoſtion : Fooliſhneſle is ioy to him that is deſtitute of 
vnderitanding,and therefore he walketh perverſly : but wiſe- 
dome is ioy to him that is a man of ynderſtanding, and there- 
fore he walketh vprightly, 


Verſ. 22. Without connſelithoughts come to nought : but by 
ſore of connſellers they ſhall be eftablihed, 


V [thout counſe!l\ When men in difficult and doubtfull 
caſes will truſt to their owne wit, and conſult with 

no others whether their enterpriſes bee conuenient, and by 
what mean=s they may effe&trhem :| rhonghts come tonought | 
cither they grow wearie of their attempts, or are defeared of 
their purpoſes : or though they ſeeme to ſucceed well for 8 
time, yer their hopes are fruſtrate in the end :| bat by the nwul- 
ritude of counſellers | which are wiſe, and giue faithfull _ 
- , 


Takaw, 
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ſell,if their faithfull counſell be hearkened ynto, and obeyed; 


[they are eftabliſhed | in the Hebrew text the Verbeis of the 


fingular number; bur colleAtiuely ſpoken : meaning, that all 
and cuery one of thoſe thoughts which are ſo direfed 
counſell,thallhaue a conſtant proſperous ſucceſle at the laſt, 
ifnot at the firft, 


Vetſ.2 3. A ioy commerh to a man by the anſwere of hit mouth: 
and how good is a word in due ſeaſon ? 


A Joy commeth to aman] A good man ſhall findeither ſoo. 
"A ner ot later, comfort and gladnefle | by the anſwere of his 
month] by the wholeſome words which hee vttereth with his 
mouth, whether hee anſwere to things demanded, or other. 
wiſe : [and how good is awordin due ſe:ſon? |chatis to ſay,mar. 
veilous profitable and delightfull ro himſelfe and others, are 
faithfull ſpeeches diſcreetly delivered, all meet circumſtances 
of time,place and perſons,being duly obſcrued, 


Verf. 24. The way of life is on high to the prudent, to anoide 
frombellbeneath, 


THe way of life | The way that leadeth to life, yea the very 
rrue life it ſelfe : [55 on high ro the prudemt is not worldly, 
carnall, and earthly, but fpirituall, boly, and heavenly : and 
therefore ſofarre as any man is wiſe to ſaluation,heethinketh 
of heauenly things, andin all his behauiour tendeth towards 
heauen : | r# aweide ] that ſo walking therein hee may cſcape 
[from bell beneath) from death and deſtruction, and theplaces 
of eternall torment, which a ſenſuall courſe of life,and the de- 
fireofcarthly things will bring men ynto, 


Verl. 25.The Lord will deſtroy the houſe of the proud : but he 
will eftabliſh the borders of the widoWv, 


E [jo drift of this ſentence is to ſhew that the ſafery of no 
mans ſtate doth ſtand in his grearnefſe,nor perill of ruine 
in 
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in his (maloefſe; but that Gods diſpleaſure doth cut offche 
wicked, how ſtrong ſocuer; and his fauour proteReth the 
godly,though never ſo feeble, The Lord will deſtroy )at one 
time or other, at once or by degrees, either by the wonted 
meanes of bis plagues and iudgements,or by ſome immediate 
froke from his owne hand: | he will root owt ( as the word fig- 
nifiech) and vrterly ouerthrow : | the houſe of the proud] them- 
ſelucs, their ſeed, ſubRance, eltimation, and wharſocuer be- 
longeth vato them : | bxt he willeftabliſh ] defend and maig- 
uine[the borders of the widow| thoſe livings and poſſeſſions, 
or whatſocuer elſe pertaineth co poore helpeleſle perſons, of 
any ſort, which want power to reliſt theig oppreſiors. Yet is ir 
not ſo to bee. vnderitopg, a5 though they that were withous 
friends, were. alſo alwaies withoue wrongs; (fox wee reade, 
and heare, and ſce the contrary continually ) buz that itis not 
in avy mans power t@ ſpoile them at his pleaſure : and when 
they axe oppreſied, he will take their cauſe into his hands, in 
iuſtice and anger topunj(h their aduerſaries,and by grace and 
progleance to recompence thee. This is the ſenſe of the op- 

ion: 

The Lord will deſtroy the houſe of the, mighty, when they 
grow to be proud; andeltabliſh the borders of the widowes 
and weake ones, when they ſhew thewſclues humble. 


Verſ. 26. The thonghts of the wicked are ahomination to the 
Lord; but the pure have pleaſaut words. 


He thoughts of the wicked] Their deſires, affeQions, pur- 
poſes, jmaginacions,and all the moruops of their rindes : 
[are abomination totbe Lord] ſuch as bee prefently beholderh 
with deteſtation, and hereafter will pu: iſh with great ſeueris 
by :[ Opt the pure | godly men, whote hearts arc purified by 
aith, and which are ypright in theic waies, | have pleaſant 
words]they ſpeake ſuch things as are iuſt and acceptable in 
Gn fight of God, and good and profiable for the vie of the 
Irers, 
The oppoluionRanderh thus: The thoughts of the wic- 
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2 7 are man, out of the good treaſure of his heart, brin- 
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ked; and therefore alſo their words ate abomination tothe 
Lord: but the words of the pure, and conſequently their 
thoughts are pleaſant ynto him, 


Verſe 27. He that is greedie of gaine, troubleth his houſe : 
but he that hateth gifts, ſhall line, 


E that is greedie of gaine | Which being diſcontented 
Him his portion, dorh rauenouſly couert after more 
wealth : | troubleth his houſe | ſubuerteth his owne ettate, and 
draweth miſery vpon his houſho!d and poſterity :| but he that 
hateth gifts] notthartallrecciuving of pifts is ſinne, for inferi. 
ours may take that which ſuperiours beſtow ypon them in 
mercy: and ſyperiours may'accept of that which inferiours 


| preſent them with kindnefle : but bribes are heere ſpoken a. 


ainſt, which are offered either ro peruert i..\gement, orto 
- iuſtice : whereas the former ought nor to bee yecldedyn. 
to for the greateſt ſummes of money; and the latter ſhould be 
granted without the leaſt reward, And here is a *ynechdeche, 
onething being, propoſed for a paterne of many others of like 
natures The'Magiſtrares duticis fer for an example of all 0. 
thers,and gifts for all manner of vnlawfull gaine and gettings 
[ ſhall line {ately and comfortably in this lite, and glorioully 
in thelife co come. This is the oppoſition : Hee that 1s greedy 
.of gaine, and louerh gifts, bringerh trouble to his hovle, ad 
ſhall die : but he that hath a contentedmind, and hatcthgytts, 
bringeth peace to his houſe, and ſhallliue, 


Verſ. 28. T he heart of the righteons udieth to anſwere: but 
the mouth of thewickgdbablerh ont euull thmgs, 


\& geth forth good things. He meditateth what'to ſpeake, 
that he may vtter ſuch matter as is moſt wholeſome ai:d pro- 
fitable : and that not onely when a queſtion is deman-d of 
him,or he is otherwiſe ſpoken vnto x a ypon any other 0c+ 
cation, when it concerneth himeo ſay. ought; For the word 


(arfwere] 
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[ayſwere] is more largely taken ſorntimes in the Scriptures 
then we vſe it in our common ſpeech,as Mat.11. 25. et that 
time leſus anſwered and ſaid, I gine thee thankes, O Father, 
Lordof heauen and earth,&c.| but the month of the wicked bab- 
leth ont exill thimgs |he can neither be filent,nor ſpeake well; 
but is full of diſcourſe,and alwaies pratling raſhly, vainly, of- 
fenfively,and leaudly. : 

The oppoſition ftandeth thus : The heart of the righteous 
ftudiethto anſwere,and therefore he vttereththings that bee 
good: but the mouth of the wicked is haſtily & raſhly ſer on 
worke,and therefore he bableth out things that are euill, 


Verſ, 29. The Lord « farre off fromthe wicked : but he hea« 
reth the prayer of the righteous. 


He Lord i farre off from the wicked | Hee is neere vnto 

them in his eſſence, whereby he filleth heauen and earth : 
and in his preſence, whereby he beholderh their hearrs,and all 
their waies : andin his iuſtice, being at hand co puniſhthem, 
But he is farre offin reſpe@ of his fauour and helpe: yea euen 
then when they pray vnto himin their manner : ſo that they 
getno more good - Ark then if they ſhould call ypon one 
thatisin another countrey, Vpon which occaſion the Pro- 


phet exhorterh mento ſeeke the Lord while hee may be found, Eſa.55.6. 


and\ to] callypen hn while he i neere. The cauſe thereof may 
be gathered out ofthe cighth verſe of this chapter, where the 
ſacrifice of the wickedis laid to bee abomination to the Lord, 
Who would willingly come nigh torhat which he much ab- 
borreth ? Who would not keep off from ſmelling of noyſome 
ſents, or looking on loathſome fights ? [ but bee heareth the 
prayer of the ri;hteon; ] accepteth of it, and yeeldeth to it : is 
well pleaſed wich that which they offer to him, andgranteth 

that which they defire of him. + 
This is the oppoli:ion : The Lordis farre off from the wice 
ked,andreieQeth cheir prayers : but he is neere to the righte= 
ous,and hearech their petitions, See what bath been ſpoken 

tothis point inthe cighth yerſe, 
Verſe 
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Verſ. 30. The light of the eye reiogceth the heart : and a good 
hearing maketh the bones far, 


TT light of the eyes] Thebeholding of delightful aſpe&s 
[retozeeth the brart|bringeth (ound gladnes to the loule 
that is ſeaſoned with grace,and Jooketh on Gods fauor, with 
his bleflings :[a»d « good hearing] where there is comfortable 
matter related, and an attentiuecare to heatken vntoit : | me- 
keth the bones fat \procurethhealch, and good diſpoſition of 
the whole body : by meanes whereof the bones arerepleni. 
ſhed with marrew wichin, and well Rored with fleſh and fat- 
neſſe without : not that ſeeing ſerueth onely forthe comfort 
of the heart,and hearing for the health of the body ; but each 
of chem is profitable both waies, And the ſame may bee yn- 
derſtood alfo,in due proportion,of the other ſenſes, 


Verl. 31. The eare that heareth the corre{tion of life ſtall 
lodge among the wiſe, 


= eare that heareth | The perſon which enclineth his 
eares,togerher with his heart,and yeeldeth obedience{|ts 
the corretion of hife ro wholeſome reprootes, whereby wee 
aretaught co live wel,and direQed to life erernall, [ ſhall lodge 
among the wiſeſhall bee wiſe, and receive the reward of wile» 
dome,as a domeſticall companion, and fellow ſeruant with 0+ 
ther wiſe men in the familic and houſhold of God, 


Verſ. 32. He that refuſeth inſtrutt1on deſpilerb his own ſoule: 
but he that obeyeth correttion,poſſeſeth hu owne heart, 


H E that refuſeth inftruftion'' Which diſdaineth to bee ad- 
. 4 moniſhed of his faults, and direRed in his waies, | defþi» 
ſeth his owne ſoule} dealeth ashardly with his owne ſoule, in 
dining ſhame and deſtruRtion vpon ir, asif it were athing 
that he deſpiſed, and were a mortall enemic vno :{[bt he that 
#bexeth correfjon | which liſteneth vnto, and is guided by 

whole- 
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wholeſomeleſſons, whether ſharpe or gentle, [ poſzſſerh his 
awne heart | hach the yſe and ordering of his mind, and whole 
ſoule, aud preſerueth ur from the power of death and damna- 
tion. 

The oppoſition is this : He that refuſeth inſtruQion, deſpi- 
ſeth his owne ſoule,and cafteth it away ; bur he that obeyeth 
correQion, regardeth his heart,and poſleſleth ir, 


Verſ. 33. Before the feave of the Lord goeth the inſtruTion 
of wiſedome : and before honour goeth hamulity. 


Efore the feare of the Lord] Before a man bee truly religi- 
Bei and godly, | goeth the inſtruttion of wiſedome |he muſt 
bedaily informed in the precepts and doQtine of Gods holy 
will expreſſed in the Scriptures : | a»d before honowr exther that 
celeſtiall glory which is prepared tor Gods people inthe life 
to come,or any comforrable aduancement in this life, or the 
yndoubted note and credit of vafained faithfulneſle and pie- 

 [ goerh bumility\ſuch as is not counterfeit, and meerely in 

ew,burt proceedeth from feeling of corruptions, and fight 
ofones owne vaworthineſle, whereby hee is induced in the 
meekeneſſe of his mind, to eſteeme others better then him- 
ſelfe, The word fignifieth properly, in reſpeRof the deriuati- 
on ofir,ſuch a kind of lewlineſſe as is wrought by afflictions, 
thoughit be alſo ſometimes more largely taken, Now itisto 
bee enquired, what connexion there is | nk: this clauſe 
andthe former, which will eaſily be found if wee obſerue thar 
the vertue and reward here laſtly mentioned,depend ypon the 
dutic and grace in the former place ſpecified : for with inftru- 
Rion there is required humility,andto the feare of God there 
is adioyned honour, 
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Verſe 1, Thepreparations of the heart are in man : but the 
anſwere of the tongue is from the Lord, 


© T is farre from the meaning of the holy Ghoſt, 
to aſcribe here freewill ro man, as though hee 
:» had any abſolute power to diſpoſe of his owne 
>) heart,though by conceſſion, according to the 
55 yulgar opinion, that ſeeme to be granted ; for 
no man can thinke an evill thought without 
Gods prouidence, much lefſe a good thought withour his 
grace : but thedrift is to ſhew, that albeit men deviſe much, 
and haue whole armies ( as the word fignifieth) of cogitations 
in their mindes, and thoſe placed in exact order,as it were in 
battell array, fo that they ſet downe with themſelues both 
what and how to ſpeake,yet [the anſwere of the tongue is from 
the Lord) they ſhall vtter that which God appointeth, and not 
alwaies what themſelues doe purpoſe, 


Verſe 2. All the waies of a man are cleane in his owne ett: 


but the Lordpendereth the ſpirits, 
A7 L the waies|The purpoſes, courſes, and proceedings: 


the deedes that are done,the words that are ſpoken, and 
the thoughts that are conceiued [of 4 man] of him that 1s vn- 
regenerate, and hath an ignorant minde, a proud heart,anda 
leepie conſcience,' are cleane in bis owne eyes | ſeeme commen- 
dable vnto him : he iuſtifieth and applaudeth himſclte in them: 
[ut the Lord pondereth the ſpirits |(earcherth narrowly, not 
onely into the behauiour, but the hearts alſo of all men, asit 
were putting them into the ballance, and examining them by 
number and weight,whether they bepuce and vpright,aspro- 
cceding 
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perſe 3 +4» 
growing from corruption and guile, 


Verſe 3. Commit thy workes vnto the Lord,and thy thoughts 
ſhall be direfted, 


He word which wee tranſlate [commit] fignifieth to de- 

uolue or role, meaning thereby thar is chiefly ro bee re- 
ſpeed in euery thing that any man doth deale in: by taking 
diretion from h1 word, both for matter and manner : by pro« 
poling aright end,cuen his gloric,inche performance of it: by 
asking his helpe,and waiting on his hand, as well for ſuccefle 
as recompence: and thy theughts ſhall be direfied, thy minde 
ſh1ll be informed inthe right way : thy heart ſhall be confir- 
medro proceed on with cheercſulneſſe, and thou ſhalt be lead 
with a {peciall guidance to thinke ypon thoſe meanes which 
will bec mokt efteftuall for the accompliſhing of thy defire, 
ifi: be for his praiſe, andthy good to haue thy defire accome 


pliſhed, 


Verſ.4. The Lord hath made all things for his owne ſake : yea 
enen the wicked for the day of enill, 


fb = Lerd hath made all things : By making is vnderftood 
as well that workmanſhip which was beftowed vpon all 
the creatures for their forme and exiſtence, as the workes 
which hee daily doth in his perperuall gouernment and admi- 
nitration :for Þr5 owre ſale, for his glorie, which is ſcene in 
his wiſedome and power, in his mercie and righteouſneſſe, 
with all other holy attributes. And this hee dothnot onely 
propoſe to himſelfe, as an end that were meete, and to bee 
wiſhed, but commaadeth and cauſeth, as an cfteCt that is ne- 
ceſlaric and certaine : evex the wicked againſt the day of exill, 
This clauſe is annexed, as a preuencion of an obieCtion that 


might ariſe out of the former words : How truly may it be ſaid - 


that hee hath made all things for himſelfe, when reprobares, 


both men and Angels, continuallie ſet themſclues againſt 


him? 


Provennes. Sor f 
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him ? Now to this he anſwereth, that he getteth no ſmall ho. 
nour by them that are moſt yngodly and wicked : for ſithence 
they refuſe to yeeld him glorie by their life, and to acknow. 
ledge his goodneſle inthetime of- their proſperitie, hee will 
glorific himſelfe by their death,and manifeſt his iuſticein the 
day of their deſtruction. Andto that damnable eſtate they are 
fore-ordained by Gods righteous decree, as it is intimated 
here,and expreſly affirmed in other places,and yer made wor- 
thie of it by their owne vtrighteous behauiour : as is notedin 
Pharaoh,and other obftinatc rebels, 


Verſe 5. Alithat are proud in heart are abomination to the 
Lord : though hand ioyne in bandyhe ſhall not be unpuniſhed, 


L L\ All forts and degrees of men,malc or female, yong 

or old, high or low,and cuery particuler perſon,ot what 
condition ſocuer,that arepronud in heart whole hearts are lof- 
tie,and void of humilitic; and the heart is therefore ſpecified, 
becauſcpride is ſeatedin ir, and floweth fromit, and that no 
man ſhould challenge to himſelfe any immunitie from the 
wretched eſtate of the proude, vnlefle his heart bee ſeaſoned 
with humilicie, Hethat hath an kigh minde, though he beare 
a low faile, and keepe a {mail port, without pompe and bra- 
uerie, may bee as loathſome inthe eyes of the Lord, as ſome 
others that ſet foorth themſclues with greater ſhewes, Yet 
note tbat hee ſaichnor, allthat haue pridein their hearts, for 
whocan be fully freed frow-itſo long as hee is cloathed with 
maxtalitie ? bur they that are proud in heart, and ſo bee none 
that vnfainedly feare God; for that manner of ſpeech inten- 
deth the habitor dominion of pride, which is onely inthe vn» 
regenerate : are an abomination to the Lord, hee haththemin 
derefiation,and cannot abide them:1haugh hard ioyne in hand, 
notwithſtanding that they voite their forces, ang}, combine 
themſclues together for their detence and ſaferie, beſhall not be 
vupnniſhed, not one of them ſhall eſcape the Rirgkes of God, 
though for a time he deferre his iudgements. 
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Verſ{.6, By mercie and trath ſhall iniquitie be purged: and by 
the feare of the Lord men depart from eill. 


7 mercie | That kindneſſe and free loue which the Lord 
Bi to his eleR, [and rratb| the Faithfull accompliſh- 
ment of his promiſes(and inthe ſame ſenſe are the ſame words 
taken in Chapter 1 4.8.22. To them that thinks on good things 
ſhallbe mercie and irnth )| miquitre ſhall be purged] as well ori- 
ginall guile as aRuall tranſgreſſions, and all that is amiſſe in 
the nature, and hearts,and waies of Gods choſen, ſhall be re- 
mitted and waſhed away through the blood of Ieſus Chril?, 
That this is the meaning of this ſentence,ir appearcth by the 
force of rhe word, that ſignifieth to make expiation, which 
properly belonged ro Chriſt ro doe, though typically the 
Prieſts of the law were ſaid to expiate by the ſacrifices which 
they offered. For hee (as S.[obn witneſler!t) which is our 2.4 


uocate with the Father, is likewiſe the propiciation 'or ous 4.4 


linnes :| and by the feare of the Lord|che knowledge of his 
will,the reuerence of his Maiettie, and the regz2{ ot his (a- 
uour, [-97en depart from iniquitie |they decline trom wicked 
waies,and doe thoſe things which are lawfull and good, Yer 
neither of them arc in full perfeion, though both of them in 
finceritie and truth. So that he decl:reth the cauſes of iuſtifica- 
ton in the former clauſe, and the exerciſe of ſanRification in 
the Jatrer : ſhewing by whom fins are pardoned, inthe one; 
and to whom the afſurancethereof pertaineth,in the other, 


Ver. 7.1 hen the Lord is pleaſed with the waies of a man, he 
will make his enemies at peace with him. 


V Hen the Lord is pleaſed with the waies of a man \Wh< 

any perſon leadeth a holie and righteous life, with 
faith and integritie, according tothe rule of his word, [ he will 
make his entmies at peace with him\hee will cauſe his aduerfa- 
ries to lay aſide their hatred, and beare good will to him, and 
deale friendly with him, 
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This commeth to paſſe often, burnor alwaies : ncither 
would the holy Ghoſt haue it taken for a perpetuall rule; for 
how then ſhould that be verified which our Sawiour told his 
Diſciples,that rhey ſhould be betrayed of their parents,and byg. 
thren,and hkinſmon, and friends, and be hated of allmen fyrh;, 
wames ſake « which wee {ee yſually come to paſte 3livin cur 
times: Burthis is the bet meanesto reconciicthem varo vs, 
and winne their loue cither ſooner or larer, as experience (j. 
uers times declareth, And this procureth proteCtion {ram 
God, though malice bee nothing diminiſhed in thei, And 
this may occation them now and then to doe vs? 200d ine 
ina fir, as the Egyprians did to the Iſraelites ; or vetoge they 
are ware, as Haman did to Z{ordecai, though they bearcng 
good afteCtion to vs, 


Verſ. 8. Better is a little with righteoufneſſe, then great re: 
wenmes without equitie, 


Eiter,more comfortable and profitable is 4 /irt!s, (mall 
| ; rrofeas or imaintenance with yighteo»ſneſſe, when the 
man himſelfe is juſt and godly, and his potieffions arc well 
gotten and vſcd, po gps reuexnes,cither a large (iocke,and 
{torc of money,or any kind of riches,or lands, or penitons, or 
commings in, whatſocuer, ythout equity, which arc vniuſtly 
come by,vnrighteouſly kept,or vnlawhully ſpent, 


Verl. 9. The heart of a man purpoſeth his way : but the Lird 
direfteth his ſteps, 


Any deuices, intents, and reſolutions are in the mind's 
ofmen : b:t the Lord d:retteth his ſteps, his providence 
cauſeth their determinations either to proceed and tokecfect, 
(when they intend to doe that which he hath decreedto haue 
done) orelfe co be (iayed and hindred, when they purpoſe to 
themſclues thoſe things which hee hath not appointed, And 
becauſe the whole courſe of mans ations. is. reſembled to a 
wayhe therefore doth call all his particular proceedings ther- 

in, his ſteps, PR" 
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6, 
E Verſe.10.1 ſage ſentence ſhould be in the lips of the King : 
" his mouth ſhoul{ not tranſgreſſe mindgement, 
" AT ſentence) The word fignifiech a diuination, being Keſems, 
ir vſed very often in theeulll part for the prediQions of 
« the Soothſayers and Aﬀtroloyers, and (o is forbidden in the 
* Law, Deut.18.10. And ſometimes in good part, as Ifai, 3.2, 
4 The Lord will take from 'eruſalemthe ſtrong man, and the man 
d of warrethe Indge and the Prophet ,the Dininer or prudent man 
(who by obſeruation of cauſes can foreſee what effects are like 


y ro follaw)andthe aged. Andin Micah. 3.6.there is athreatning 
that night and darknefſe (meaning Gods iudgements vpon 

their minds, or bodies,or both) ſhall keepe them from ion 
and divination, And ſo heere it is preſcribed as the Kings du- 
tie, and commended as his vertue, and- not reproued as his 
fault. And hereby is intimated, that a wiſe equall manner of 
procceding inall cauſes ſhould be in the lips of the King in the 


11 words and ſayings of the Ruler, and ſoueraigne Gouernour, 
a and of the ſubordinate Magiltrates vnder him, who are depu- 
1 ted to ſupply his place for him: h7s month ſhould not tranſgreſſe 
4 js mdgement: neither he nor they ought to paſle or award any 


vniult ſentence,or otherwiſe vtter vnrighteous ſpeeches, bur 
deale vprightly rowards cuery man in eucry matter, 


b 

Verſ. 11. Theweight and ballance of 'indgement are of the 
d Lord: all the werghts of the beg are bis works, 
ls f {jp weight andballance of indgement | Tuft, cuen, and e- 
e quall meaſures,and all vprighc and faithfull dealing in e- 
z, uery reſpect,are of the Lord, commanded and appainted by 
- him,according as it is ſaid in the Law, Thow />alt hane a right Deur.25,45.16, 
A and in? Weight ; a perfelt and a init meaſure ſhalt thou bane, 
" that thy daies may bee lergthened in the land which the Lord 
a thy God g:neth thee, For ail that doe wnrighteouſly are abo« 
mination to the Lord thy God. | all the Weights| the gieatand 
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ro putinto the bag for the berter and ſafer keeping of them, 
[are his worke] his ordinance, found out and invented by hig 
ſpeciall providence and direQion,and warranted by his wor, 
for the benefit of humane ſociety, and preſeruation of equitie 
in the trafficke of one man with another, Heerein is a (ecrer 
admonition contained by conſequence, that no man peruert 
them to fraud and decceir, becauſe that man is not onely there. 
by dannified, bur Gods owne ordinance is thereby viola. 
red. 


Verſ.12. It ts an abomination for Kings to commit wicked. 


nefſe: for the throne is eſtabliſhea by initice, 


T « 4n abomination : An horrible and loathſome thing, 

wherewith the Lord is highly diſplealed, for Kings, for 
great and mighty men, and Magiltrates of cuery degree, to 
commit wickedneſſe, to walke in impious, vncleanc, and vn- 
rightcous waies : for the throwe, their honour, and ſafety, and 
good eſtate cuery way, i eftabl:;ſhed by infice, made firme, 
and continued the longer, by their fairhfull and vpright beha. 
uiour towards God and their people, The former claule de- 
claring what a grieuous crime it is for men in high place tobe 
ſinfull and euill, is confirmed in the latter, by a reaſon from 
the contrary effects, the ſafety and Rability of their cſtates 
who duly miniſter iuſtice,and vprightly exerciſe vertue, inti- 
mating conſequently that iniquitie and finne will yndermine 
and ruinatethe power and dignity of the greateſt, 


Verſ. 13, Righteons lips are the delight of Kings : andthe 
King loweth him that ſpeaketh right things. 


He latter clanſe ſheweth what is the ſenſe of the former, 

that when itis faid, Kighteons lips are the delight of kings, 

is meant, that Kings and great perſonages will afte& ſuch as 
ſpeake with truth, wiſedome and faithtulnefſe, This often 
commeth to paſſe, but ofrener faileth, more mightie men fa- 
uouring flatterers and Sycophancs, then ſuc%s arc vpright 
1Q 
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;n their ſpeeches. And yet is thereno vntruthin the ſentence, 
becauſe the purpole thereof is toſhew what is done by ſore, 
and ought to be done by all. It is therefore giuen as a precept 
to Princes and ſuperiours,to make much of themthat ſpeake 
plainely with iudgement and diſcretion : and an encourage- 
mencto ſubieQs and inferiours,to vie their lips ſo, with expe=- 
fation of fauour thereby, if nor from mighty men in the 
carth, yet from the Almighty God in heauen, 


Verſ.14. 7 hewrath of a King is as meſſengers of death : but 
awiſe man will pacifie it, 


Y | om of a King | His indignation,iuſily and ypon due 
cauſe kindled againſt his ſeruants or ſubiccts, x as meſſen- 
gers of death} doth portend and threaten ſome great puniſh- 
ment,if nor preſent death,tothe parties with whom hee is of- 
fended,if they fall into his hands :| but a wiſe wan will pacifie 
it]he will endeauour either by his owne meanes, fit opportu- 
nity being taken; or by mediation of others, who ſhal be ber- 
ter regarded,to aflwage his anger, 


Verſ, 15. inthe light of the Kings countenance is life ; and 


br fanonr us as acloud of the latter raine, 


TD meaning of this ſentence is, that where the King and 
great perſonages do affet,and make manifeft their loue, 
there 1s ioy, and credit, and protechon, andpreferment, and 
all ſuch proſperity as man may bee a mcancs of: for ſo wuch 
the word|/ife] doth import : and the ſame is amplified by the 
two finylitudes of lightſome and comfortable ſun. ſhine,and 
of fruitful and profitable ſhowers ; eſpecially thoſe which 
they called the latter raine, wherby the ground was refreſhed 
aſter the drought and the corne was ripened before the har- 
velt, And yct arc not all promiſcuouſly, without difference, , 
inſo happie an eſtate when ſuperiours doe ſer by them, vnleſle 
the Lord doe alſo grace them: for mans friendſhip can never 
do good ynto Gods enemies,as may appeate by the condition 
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of Noeg,and of the noble man, pon whom the King of Iſra- 
elleancd ; and ofthe Prieſts of Baa/, whom Jezabel maintai. 


ned; and of the falſe Prophets, whom Abab reſpeRed, 


Vetrſ. 16. How much better ts it to get wiſedome then gold? 
and to get underſtanding is more to be deſired then ſiluer, 


Ow mich better | It is ſo farre better to ſeeke and finde 

heauenly wiſedome,and the knowledge of God rather 
then gold, yea euecn that whichis fine andpretious, (as the 
word importeth) and filuer, as thatthe ods and difference is 
inexplicable; the greatneſle of it cannot beevrtered) ; the one 
being of an heauenly nature,and the grace of Gods ſpirit; the 
other being earthly, and digged our of the ground: the one 
being durable, and cuerlaſting ; and the other momentany 
and of no continuance : the one being peculiar and proper to 
good men zand che other common to all, and communicated 
ro the worſt fort: the one being a pledge and reſtimonie of 
Gods loue, and the other mingled many times with his in« 
dignation:the one ſtanding to a man, and comforting him ar 
death, and in all diſtreſſes; and the other failing him at his 
greateſt necd,and leauing him helpleſſein the middelt of his 
milery, 


Verſe 17. Thepath of the righteons is to decline from nil: 
and be keepeth his foule that keepe:h his way, 


TE path of therighteous] The wonted and moſt conſtant 
conuerſation ot all good men, that which they moſt de- 
fire and endeauour, | i to decline from enill | ro abſtaine from 
fin and iniquitie,and all that may allure thereunto : and con» 
trariwiſe to performe,as farre as in them lierh,cuery Chriſtian 
dutie that is requi:cd at their hands :| and be keepeth his ſoule] 
he preſerueth himſelfe both ſoule and body from defirucion, 
and all kin of plagues, [that keepeth his way] which ordereth 
his life aright, and walkerh yptightly in obedience to Gods 
holy Commandcments, 
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Verſe 18. Pride geeth before deftruition, and an high minds 
before the fall. 


Ride goeth before deftrntien, &c.|That commonly com- 
Ped: ro paſle, that before any great plague befall the wic- 
ked, they grow inſolent and prelumptious, ſetting foorth 
theroſelues ambitiouſly, and ſecking vaine-ylorie, in words 
and deeds, in gefiures or countenance; or at leaſt their hearts 
arelifted vp,as itis teflified in the latter clauſe, And where ei- 
ther ſtately or Rubborne behauiour,or an hautie minde do go 
before, there ſome notable judgement of God will certainly 
follow aftcr, valefle humiliation and repentance come bce 
rweene. 


Verſ.19, Better it is to beof an humble minde with the affii 
ted,then to ditide the ſboyles with the proud, 


Etter it is | It is more comfortable, more honourable, 

more profitable, more ſafe and caſie, to bee of an humble 
minde, or as the Hebrew word is, of an humble ſpirit, not aiti« 
ficially in pride or policie to make ſemblance ot humilitic, oz 
onely by naturall diſpoſition to be lefſe ambirions then many 
others; but to haue the true habir of humilitie, being beauri- 
fied and ſanQified with the grace thereof, with the affiited, 
albeit wee ſhould bepoore, or oppreſſed, or paſſe vnder any 
other croſſes,as many, and the moſt, and welneere all doe, or 
have done, that are heartily humbled, then ro dinide the ſpoyles 
with the proude, then to preuaile i!) vur attempts, and get vi- 
Qtories for glorie,and riches for tate, with tbe proude, in that 
manner,and withthat minde, as violeat and arrogaxc oppreſ- 
ſors vſe ro doe, 

He alludethto the winning and ſacking of Cities, and pre. 
ferrerh the condition of the people ſubdued, and ſpoyled of 
theirſubliance,ifthey bee lowly, before the ſtate of the war- 
riers conquering, and carrying away the wealth, if they bee 
putfed vp withpride, 

Verſ.20, 
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Verſe 20, Hee that hearkeneth to the word, ſhall finde good: 
and bleſſed ts he that trueth in the Lord, 


E that hearkeneth tothe \vord,] Which applicth his care, 

and minde, and heart to the ſacred word and dottiine of 
God,both written and preached, ſhall finde good, ſhall obtaine 
all fuch graces for his ſoule, and blefſings for his body, as may 
teliific Gods fauour towards him : And bleſſed is be that iyu« 
fleth nthe Lord. This latter clauſe is an explication ofthe for. 
mer,ſhewing the good that is promiſed, to be bleſſedneile it 
ſelfe: a ſufficiencie of comfort and proſperitic inthis lite, and 
a full perfeion of gloric and telicitie in the life tro come : and 
the attention required to bee ſuch as is accompanied with 
faith,that the word bee not onely marked, but allo belecued; 
and God when he ſpeaketh, hauenor only heed giuento him, 
but confidence likewiſe repoſcd in him, 


Verſe 21. The wiſe in heart ſhall be called prudent : and the 
ſweetnes of the lips ſhallincreaſe Doltrme, 


He wiſe in heart|He whichis godly wiſe,and wiſe to fal- 

uation, who hath knowledge and finceritic mixed roge- 
ther in his ſoule, ſhall be called prudent, ſhall ſhew himſelfe,be 
knowne,and iultly commended,to be a iudicious and diſcreet 
perſon, both in the mouthes of godly men, and in the conſci- 
ences of wicked men,and by good «ff. Qs at Iz{} inthe fight of 
all men : and the ſweetnes of the lips ſhall increaſe knowledge, 
The former part of the ſentence Ceclareth what good the 
wiſe doe get - wiſedome; that they attaine to the vertue and 
praiſe of prudence : and in this latter, what good they doe by 
the ſamero others, whichis ſpecified onely in their words, in 
their well. ſeaſoned and comfortable ſpeeches , called the 
ſweernes of the lippes, that there by groweth increaſe of do- 
ttrixe,to euery attentiue and diligent hearer, both for admo- 
nition, infiruction,conſolation,and cucry other vie, as oppor* 
portuniric ſerueth, 
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Verſ.22. Viderftanding is a wel-ſpring of life te them that 
have it : but the inftruttion of fooles 11 follte, 


Naerftanding)The true knowledge of Gods holie will 

is awel-ſpring of life, a porn poſſeſſion, as fountaines 
were in thoſe countries; and a comfortable,conſiant,veceſſa- 
rie, and cffeQuall mcancs of ſaluation, to them that haue it, 
whoſe mindes arc ſoundly i!luminated, and their hearts graci= 
ouſly ſeaſoned therewich : but the inftrudtion of fooles, thoſe 
perſwaſions which fin ful men yſe,and that aduice which they 
giuein ſtead of inſtruZtions, is fo.lie, corrupt and wicked for 
matter,and pernicious and hurifu!l for effect, 

Thus Randeth the oppoſition : Vaderſtanding is a wel- 
ring of life to thole that poſlefle it,and thereforethe coun- 
ſell of wiſe men is wiſedome : ard ignorance is the fountaine 
of death tothem that are poſſeſſed of ir, and therefore the in- 
ſtruction of fooles is follic, 


Verſe 23. The heart of the wiſe guideth his month aright,and 
addeth dottrine to his lips, 


= heart of the wiſe] His knowledge and iudgement, bis 
prudence and diſcretion, doth guide bis month aright, di- 
rethim when to.ſpeake, and when to hold his peace, & what 
to ſay,and what to conceale, His loue to goodnefie induceth 
him to declarethat whichis good; and his hatred of naughti- 
nes doth cauſe him to refraine from all words that are naught: 
and addeth dottrine to his lips,miniftreth matter of wholeſome 
leſſons for them to deliver, It getteth knowledge,and keepeth 
it,and they being Rored therewith, doe ytter the ſame for the 
inſtruction of others, 


Verſe 24, Faire words are as an hony combe : ſweetneſſe to 
the ſoule,and health to the bones, 


(32% and comfortable ſayings rightly grounded on the 
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pared hearts, whether publikely or privately, are as ay bony. 
combe, ſweetnes to the ſoule, they bring great ioy and gladneg 
to an ypright heart, as hony or other {weete things doe much 
delightthe taſte, and health ro the boxes, are meanes of good 
to the whole bodie, for conſeruation of health,or reflitution 
to it,by the cheerefulncs of the mind,and the fauour and bleC. 


| ſing of God, 


Verſ.25. There is away that ſcemeth right to a man : but the 
sſſne thereof are the waies of death, 


"ow is a way] An vngodly, but acommon courſe of life, 
which a!l ynregenerate perſons doe take, that ſeemeth 
right toaman, wherein hee pleaſeth himſelfe : and being ci. 
ther blindfolded by luft,or miſled by carnall reaſon,cuſtome, 
or companic,thinketh it not to bee very difpleaſing to God, or 
dangerous to himſelfe :. bxt the iſſme thereof are the waies of 
death, in the end it will bring them to deſtruQtion, toward 
which thcy haue been travelling alltheir life time before, See 
chapter 12,ycrſe 15. and chapter 14.,verſe 12. where the ſelfe 
ſame words haue been expounded, 


Verſe 26, The troubleſome perſon bringeth trouble to him. 
ſelfe for his mouth doth recoile 1pon himſelfe, 


He troubleſome perſon] Which taketh a delight, and ſee- 

keth occaſions to moleſt others which haue done himno 
hurt, bringeth trouble to himſe/fe, procureth his owne hurt or 
vexation of minde: for his month recoileth vpon himſelfe, his 
falſe or malicious ſpeeches, whereby hee diffameth his neigh- 
bours,cr otherwiſe ſecketh to work their ſorrow, turne to his 
owne ſhame and diſcredit, if notlofſe,or further puniſhment, 


Verſe27. Awicked perſon diggeth vp enill, and in his lips is 
as it were burning ſire, 

Wicked perſon] A naughtie, leaud, and wicked man,drg- 

geth vp ewill, ſecretly ynder hand layeth plots for the 
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ſabuerſion of his neighbours ſtate, whom hee maligneth, as 

joners ynderminethe, foundations of cities or houſes :| ad 
1 his tips is as it mere burring fire| he breatheth our pernitious 
and cuill words,tcnding as much to the ruine and deftrution 
ofthe partics againſt whom they are ſpoken, as fire kindling 
ypon an houte doth to the conſumption both ofthe building, 
and Ruffe that js inic; 


Verſ.28. Afro\vardperſon ſaweih ſtrife ; anda tale-teller ſee 
parateth chiefe friends, 


Frowurd perſon] A man of frowardnes (faith the original 

cext) he that is giuen to vnquicrnelie, and ro hee abuſie 
body, perucrting other mens words and waies, and nouriſh= 
ing pceuiſhnefic and ſinfulnes in himſclte, | ſaverh rife | rai- 
ſeth contentions, and caufeth debate betweene man and man, 
which agreed wel cogether before: | and a talz-bearer |a pick- 
thavke, hich ynder colour and pretente of lone doth ſecrets 
ly whiſper in mens cares, and inaliciouſly informe them a- 
gainft their innocent and faichfull wel. willers, [ ſeparateth 
chiefe friends] che word that often ſignifieth a Prince,a guide, 
or captaine,is ſometimes taken alto for a principall friend, or; 
as we ſay,a Prince of friends, as heere and in the next chapter 
followipg,verC.,9.and Pſalm. 55. verl.1';. /t was thou, O man, 
enrn my companion; my eſpeciall friend, and my familiar. - And 
Micah 7. verl, 5. Truſt yeenot a friend, 5c, The meaning 
they is,thar he ſetteth variance betweene thoſe that were in- 
ward togerher,and fingularly aftected one rowards another, 


Verſ. 29. Awic'ed nan deceineth his neighbour and leadeth 


} 
him into 4 way that is rot good, 


—_ He that is head-flrong, and wilfully giuen 
to tranſgreſſe the lawes of God, in regard whereof the 
originall rext callech him, 4 man of violence, | deceiueth his 
xeighbopr]inſeReth the mindsof thoſe with whom hee con= 


verſerh,his exrours, perſwading them. of the mh 
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that which is vnlawfull,and of ſafety whereis perillz andthat 
that is cuill whichis good and laudable, and ſometimes ne. 
ceſlary : | and leadeth him into a way that is not food) corrup= 
teth his converſation with vices, and draweth himynto ſuck 
courſes as are both finfull and hurrfull, 


Verſ. 30. He ſhntteth his eyes to deniſe wickedneſſe : bee ma- 
ueth his lips,and bringeth enill topaſſe, 


E] The wicked man formerly ſpoken of, [ hntrerh hy; 

eyes to deniſe nickedneſſe] ſeriouſly ſetterh his mind vpon 
miſchicfe, and would not haue his thoughts diftradted and 
drawne away from it, by looking heere and there vpon any 
obie&s; meaning that hee is very intentiue ro inuent that 
which may doe hurt :| be moxeth his lips | hee ſpeaketh ſoftly, 
and whiſpereth; he dealeth clotely,8& would not bee knowne 
in his praQtiſes, leſt he ſhould bepreuented, [ and bringeth emill 
to paſſe] by his induſiric and ſecrecie doth many ſhrewd turns, 
and worketh much villanie. 


Verſ.z1, The gray headis a crowne of o/ory,when it is ſound 
in the way of righteouſneſſe, 


Ti gray head] Old age, whereof gray haires and a hoare 
head is afigne;/ is a crowne of glory|ycelderth commenda- 
tion to theaged perſon, and maketh him reuerent, | when it 
foundin the way of righteouſneſſe when the old man doth ſhew 
himſelfe to be religious and righteous, whether hee hath led 
his lifeinthat manner from his youth, or whether he hath bin 
conuerced to it now in his latter time, 


Verl. 32. Hethatis ſlow to wrath,is better then the might) 
man : and be that raleth his owne mind, is better then he that 
winneth a City, 


H* that is flow to wrath) Which will notbee prouokedto 
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verſe 33 : ProvaRes. 263 
bee angry,will paſſe the bounds of moderation and meaſure, 
is better then the mighty man] is more to bee commended for 
his trength and fortizude,then he that is botſterous, & ſtrong 
of body : [and be that ruleth his mind | which repreſſerh and 
keepeth vnder his intemperate paſſhons and violent affeQions 
of cuery ſort,[ is better then he that winneth a City|hath orea- 
ter power,and doth a more worthie exploit,then he which by 
force of armes doth oucrcome and conquer whole Cities; 
Caſtles,and Countries, 


Verſ.33. The lot is cait intothe lap : but the whole diſpoſi- 
tion thereof is of the Lord. 


He lot | Which was much in vſe among the people of 
T Goabon for diuifion of lands,as Numb. 26. 55. and for 
other cauſes,as appeareth in. many places of the Scriptures | is 
caft into the lap into ſome ſecret or cloſe place ; &chat which 
was moſt ordinarie with them,is put for many other, ag hats, 
fiſts, pots, boxes,or whatſocuer elſe : | bt the whole diſpoſition 
thereof |the particular ordering,guiding, and gouernment of 
of it, [is of the Lord] by his immediate prouidence, without 
either chance,art,or labour, And ynder lot he comprehenderh 
all other accidents which are thought to bee meetrely caſuall, 
and wholly ſubic& ro fortune, 
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Verſ.1. Better is a morſell of drie bread, and peace theres. 
with,then a houſe full of ſacrifices with ſtrife. 


ot [15 4 marſell of drie bread\acrutt (as wee ve to 
\ ſay ) without any other cates or diſhes, flender 

fare, a {mall pittance, and that alſo courſe and 
eXz2 x homely, ci therewith if there be Chri- 
tian lowe,quietacſle,and good agreement, | then au howſe fwll 
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Chap.r7. 
of ſacrifices] great abundance of dainty cheere, as they vſed to 
haue when they offered peace offerings, as may appeare chap, 
Ts yerſ.14. And to that cuſtome S.{ames ſeemeth to allude, 
whed he faich, To hawe nowriſhed your hearts as in a day of ſa. 
crifice or ſlanghter. it 


Verſ.2. A diſcreet ſernant ſhall hawe rule oner a leaud ſonne, 
and be ſhall dinide the inheritance among the brethren, 


Diſcreet ſernant| A faithfull,paincfull,and wiſe ſeruant, 
A though a bondman, | ſhall hane rule ener a leand ſonne| 
ſhall be preferred before a rude and diflolute child,and ſome. 
times be {et ouer him as a goucrnovr :| 4rd he ſhall dinide the 


4pheritance among the bretbren) ſhall bee as one of then, and 
have a portion among them, and bee ac it were in the roome 
.of the eldeſt brother, hauing the chiefe hand in making diuifi- 
on of the goods and lands berweene tlie other ſonnes and 


danghters, | 

This indeed is ſometimes verified according to the letter 
and words ofthe ſentence.that ſeruants be made Ex*cutors to 
their maſters, and guardians totheir maſters children; bur the 
drift hereof is to ſhew,that they which are low may be exalted 
by vertue,& they which arebigh, may be bronghe downe by 
vice : that wiſdome preterreth diucrs aboue them thar might 
haue beentheir betters, and follie depriueth many of thole 
prerogatiues which otherwiſe they ſhould haue enjoyed, 


Verſ.3. The fmning pot ts for ſiluer,and the furnace for gold: 
but the Lord trieth the hearts. 


SL fining pot for ſilner ] Gold-ſmiths haue their veſſels, 
wherein they proue and trie the gold and filuer from 
.drofſe and corruption:| b=t the Lord trieth the hzarts|he alone 
ſearcheth them, and knowerh them; and none bur hee by 
grace canputifie them,though-man by arc can refine meals, 
and make them moxe pretious, 
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Verſe 4. The wicked man gineth heed to falſe lips : and 4 lyay 
hearkeneth to the naughty tongue, 

He wicked man He that is giuen to worke miſchiefe,[ gi- 
werh heed to falſe lips] willingly lifteneth ro the ſhrewd 
words that men thatabuſe their lips ro falſhood, doe ſpeake : 
[and a liar lfteneth to the nanghty tongue |heethatis wont to 
tell lies,and other vngratious tales,is glad co heare lies, and 0= 
ther ſpeeches that are malicious and hurtful, 


Verſ 5. He that mocketh the poore reprocher' him that made 
bim:and he that reioyceth at hus aduerſitie ſhall not be innocent, 


E that mocketh| Which offereth deſpite to. and vilifieth 

by word,deed,or gelture, whether in the way of iett, or 
burer <1{daine, | 1hepoore ] not onely them that want wealth, 
but whichace in any affliction, cither exccrvally, or intheir 
ſoules, r-procherh him that made him| doth af er a ſort ſcorne 
anc {cottc at God, who created the man,and allotted him that 
eſtate; as hethat laugheth at the worke, doth conſequently 
deride the ar: ificer,| and he that retoycerh at his aduer ſity ſhall 
not be mnocent nor onely he that heweth apparent contempt 
of the man aff ed,bur which is glad in his heart for his miſc= 
ry and aftlicion,ſhall ſcuerely be puniſhed, 


Verſ 6. Childrens children are the crowne of the elders, and 
the glory of the children are their fathers, 


{os children) A long race,many nephewes, ſuch as 
we call prand-children,and thoſe of many deſcents, [are 
the crowne of the elders] a comfort and creditto therr parents, 
grandfathers, great-grandfathers, &c | and the glory of the 
children arethrir fathers] itis an honour for the youngar ſort 
to hagedeſcended from worthy progenitors; prouided yet in 
both thele caſes,thar as well the anceſtors as the poſterity be 
yertuous, & well adorned with graces of their owne. _ 
T fooli 
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fooliſh vitious children can nothing credit their wiſe & godly 
progenitors, as Rehoboam and his ſon added nothing to the 
glory of David and Sa/owon : neither can (infull anceſtors ei» 
ther yeeld honourto, orreceiue honour from their ſeed thar 
is holy andreligious, That bleſſed Hezekiah was in no fort 
di nified by his wicked father Ahaz: nor was that wicked 
Abaz any whit graced by his bleſſed fon Hezekiah. Andin 
caſe that both the elders and youngers, the fathers and chil. 
dren be all naught,as was curſed Cham and his ſeed, and cru. 
el Cain and his,no multitude,nor might, nor meanes, of what 
ſort ſocuer,can make cither part honourable, 


Verſ.7. Excellent ſpeech becommeth not a foole ; muuchleſſe 
tying talke an ingennous perſon. 


| Som ar ſpeech |Prayer,thank ſgiuing, diſcourſe of God, of 
the Scriptures,of religion, of any holy things : the com» 
mendation of that whichis good, the reproofe and diſprai- 
ſing of that which is cuill,[becommeth not a foole | is not ſeem- 
ly inthe mouth of a finfull ſor, which neither praRiſeth, nor 
loueth, nor vnderftandeththe points whereof hee ſpeaketh : 
[much leſſe lying talke | any manner of corrupt communicati- 
on, whether it be falſe or lhiby oddly or bitter, or ſcoffing, 
oridle ; for one kind is put here for all the reſt :| beſeemerh ax 
ingenuons perſon |is comely for a godly,wiſe, and honeſt man, 
ſuch aone as is contrary to the foole formerly mentioned, in 
profeſſion, heart, and bchauiour,to vtter, : 


Verſ.8, A reward is as aprecions ſtone:pleaſant in the eyes of 
bins that barhit :it proſpereth whither ſoewer it turueth,,* 
Pr nag gift or preſent beſtowed vpba Magiltrate, or 

officer,or anythatmay help or kinder a man in his cauſe, 
[is 45 @ precions ſtone,: pleaſant inithe ezes of him that hath it 
much regarded of him'on whomit is beſtowed : [sf proſpererb 
whitherſoener it twrneth \it raketh effeR; and bringeth good 


ſuccelle,to what end ſocucr jt is applicd;to eſcape: puniſhmet, 
7 ro 
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to pacifie wrath, to obtaine promotion, to get fauour in 
courts, to crolle ones aduerlarie, or to bring to paſle any pure 


poſe. 


Verſe 9. He that conereth a fault, ſeeketh lone : but bee that 
repeateth a matter, ſeparateth a chiefe friend. 


HE that conereth a fanlt)That paſſeth by an infirmitie,thac 
burieth an offence, as much as may be, in ſilence, ſceteth 
lowe, by ſhewing loue to the partie,preſerueth concord where 
kindne(ſe was before, and raketh the way ro make him his 
friend, who was before bur a ſtranger to him: but he that re- 
peaterh, which lookethtoo narrowly into cuery ſippe, and is 
raking into mens frailties, eſpecially ſo as to blaze them a- 
broad to others, ſeparateth a chiefe friend, doth alienate the 
mindes of thoſe that bee deareſt vnrohim, and maketh them 
his enemies, Yet it is not againſtthe rule of loue torell men 
leuingly of cheir faults; for that helpeth them ro repentance 
and reformation, and cureth their credits, the blemiſh there- 
of being wiped away both from the eyes of God and men,as 


Saint James faith: If any of you haxe erred from the truth, and Jam,y,19.26, 


ſome man hath connerted him, let him \x ow, that hee that hath 
connerted the ſinner from going aſr:y ont of his way, ſhall ſane 
a ſoule from death, and ſhall hide a maltitnde of ſinnes, Neither 
is irynfic, bur needfull ſometimes ro acquaint others withthe 
tranſgreſhons of our neighbours, if ir beloyg vnro vs to bee 
their Phyfitians; as /oſeph did Jacob with theinfamie his bre« 
thren ranne into : and they of the hovſe of Cloe did the Apo- 
file withthe contentions of the Corinthians, And in ſome ca» 
ſes ſome mens finnes muſt needes be diſcouered, for the ſafe- 
tie of the whole ſtate, both of Prince and people, of Church 
and Common-weale: for it is a ſure rul-, that no mans faults 
arethentro be concealed when any man may take hurt there- 
by. Sce Chap. 1o.verſ.12, 


T 2 Verſ.10, 
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Verſe 10. eA reproofe eutreth more into himthat hath yn. 
deritandin g,then an hundred ſtripes into a foole, 


. Reproofe] A rebuke andadmonition onely.thovgh ſhore 
allo,one word as it were, entreth more mts him that hath 
vnderitanding, worketh more vpon his heart, and taketh bet. 
ter efte& for reformation of his faults, then an hundred ſires 
into a foole, then many gricuous puniſhments inflicted vpon a 
wicked perſon, which wanteth the ſound and ſauing know. 
ledge of God, 

The oppoſirion is ſpecially berweene deſperate ſinners, gi- 
uen ouer vnto a reprobate ſenſe, and a godly man; notwith= 
Randing that Gods owne cle may allo beepoſlefled with 
ſuch obſtinacie til the time of their conuerfion : and then their 
mileries, with the worke of Gods holy ſpiric, will helpe them 
to humihation and repentance. 


Verſ. 11. e An emill man ſerketh onely rebellion: and a cruel! 
meſſenger ſhall be ſent againt him, 


N evill man| He that is deſtitute of Gods holy ſpirit, and 

walketh after the fleſh, ſeeteth onely rebeltton, ſerrerh 
himſelfe whollic to tranſgreſie the commandements of God, 
and delighteth in nothing ſo much as in that which is con- 
trarie ro his will : and 4 craell meſſenger ſhall be ſent again/? 
him,cuenas Kings and other Princes ſend our ſome forces (if 
neede ſo require) ro ſuppreſle rebellions, and to apprehend 
and ſ(cuerely puniſh the Rebels : ſo the Lord armeth ſome- 
times men with wrath and power 2gain# his enemies, and 
ſometimes the Angels, and ſometimes the vnreaſonable crea- 
tures, and ſometimes the inſenlible creatures, to bee as it 
were his officers, appointed ro-plague them without mer- 
ay ſometimcs his owne hand immediatly doth deſtroy 

em. 
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Verſe 12.13.14» 


414 not 4 foole in his folly. 


He ſhe Beare, whoſe young ones haue been lately taken 

from her,exccedeth all other beaſts in rage & fiercenes, 
From thence doth H#ſhaitake his ſimilitude concerning Da- 
wid: T how knoweſt (faith he to Abſalom )thy father and his men, ,$,m 11, 
that they be ſtrong men,and are chafed in minde,as a Beare rob 
bed of her whelps in the field. And from thence doth the Lord 
draw a compariſon to expreſle the grieuouſnes of the plagues 
wherewith he purpoſed co puniſhthe (infull Iſraelites: / will yogy1,8, 
meete them as a Beare that is robbed of her whelps, and will 
breake the kall of their hearts. And the immanitie of this beaſt 
may bee diſcerned by that which befell the wretched boyes 
which ſcoffed at Eliſha and werecurſcd by hin, It is ſaid, that 
two Beares came ont of the forreſt, aud tare inpieces two & for. , King. 3.24, 
tie of them, And yctit is not ſo dangerous to mcete with ſuch 
a Beare, as with a foole in his folly, as to fall intothe hands of 
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Verſe 12. Let 4 Beare robbed of her whelpes meete a man, 


a wicked man in the extremitic of his wickednes and furie, 


Verf.13. He that rewaraeth exill for good,enillſhall not de- 


part from his houſe, 


Hz that rewardeth exillfor good |That dealeth iniuriouſly 
and vukindly with him that hath declared his loue in 
outward curteſies any way for his benefit and profit, whether 
by word or deede; or hath ſought the faluation of his ſoule, 
by hclping him againſt his finnes, [ex:/{] plagues and puniſh« 
ments from God, and many times difpleaſure from men alſo, 


[ hall not depart from his houſe] from himſelfe eſpecially, and 


from his wicked poſtericic, 


Verſ.14. The beginning of ſtrife is as be that openeth the wa- 


ters: wherefore before the contention be medled with,leaxe off, 


He beginning of rife] The perſon which is the beginner 
of trite, he that giueth the onſer thereunto,is as be that 
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opereth the waters, that diggeth downethe heads of ponds,or 
bankes of riuers, whereby che waters are heldin; which be. 
ing by this meanes let looſe, can neicher be broughtin againe, 
nor reſtrained from doing of hurt ; but the breach increaſeth, 
and cannoteafily bee topped : and the ſtreame is violent, and 
cannot eafily bee taied : Wherefore, before the contention be 
medledwith,leaue off.) If it be polſible, let there be no begin= 
ning of ſtrife; butif there be, withſtand the proceeding, and 
giue vp before the inatter grow to heat, & the ſuit to charges, 


Verſ. 15. He that iuftifieth the wiched, and he that condem- 
neth the iuſt,cuen they both are abomination to the Lord, 


E that initifieth the wicked| Which either publikely or 
priuately doth either warrant the vnlawfull ations of 
ſinfull men, or cleereth them of the praQtiſe of that whereof 
they are guiltie, or freeth them from the puniſhments which 
their faulrs doc juſtly require,and he that condemneth the inſt, 
imputing thoſe things vnto them for faults, which indeed 2re 
vertues,or not at 21l any offences, (as they did tothe Diſciples 
of Chrift, for plucking, rubbing, and eating the eares of corne 
on the Sabbath day,which in that caſe might bee done with- 
out ſinne)or laying thoſe crimes to their ch I they 
are innocent and faultlefle : they both are abomiration to the 
Lord, the one as well as the other is loathed and diſhked of 
him, and neither of them ſhall eſcapethe iudgements which 
areto be executed by him, 
Verſe 16. Wherefore is there aprice in the hand of a foole to 
buy wiſedome, ſeeing he hath no heart ? 


V Herefore is there a price in the hand of a foole| Whi- 

therto ſcrueth it that a fooliſh wicked man hath 
wealth, time, and other meanes, to buy wiſedome, procure the 
knowledge of God, ſeeing he hath no heart, when hee hath 
neither wit, nor will to yſe them to thar holy end? The mea* 
ning is, that a finfull man is. nothing the becrer for __ ti- 
ches, 
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ches,or whatſoeuer elſc he pofleſſeth, if bee haue no affeion 
or deſire to ſecke and labour for ſound ynderſtanding,; 


Verſ. 17. A friend loneth at alltimes,and a brother is borne 
for aduer ſity. 


Friend] He that is true and truſtic, [ /oweth at all times} is 

conſtantin good will, and ready alwaies to performe e- 
very dutie of kindnefle : | «nd 4 brother | a naturall and deere 
friend, and not euery naturall brother or kinſman, (forit is 
ſaid in thenext chapter, yerſ, 24. that a friend is neerer then a 
brother : and in the 19. chapter, verſ. 7. All the brethren of the 
poore doe hate him ) is borne for aduerſity | then beginnethto 
ſhew himſelfe as if hee were new borne, when a man being in 
affliction hath moſt need of him, 


Verſ.18. Aman void of vnderſtanding clappeth the hand, 
taking vpon him ſuretiſhip before his friend, 


AZ vord of underſtanding] An vndiſcreet and fooliſh 
perſ.-n [c/apperh the hand| giueth his word for another 
mans debt, and confirmeth the ſame by giving his hand or 
writing,or other meanes, ſuch as whercby a promiſe is ratifi- 
ed:|tatmg vpon him ſuretiſhip before his friend] voluntarily, 
raſhly,and vnadviſedly, being ready to offer himſelteto this 
burthen before he be intreated chereunto, 


Verl. 19. He that loweth trife,loweth tranſgreſſion : and he 
enlargeth his gate that ſecketh a breach. 


H: that loxeth ſtrife) Which is not ypon neceſſitie drawne 
into contentions,nor through infirmitic ſometimes fal- 
leth thereinto, but taketh delight in brawles and controuer- 
hes, [ loweth tra»ſgreſſions]is ſurely a wicked man, and taketh 
_ in hinne, which is the cauſe of his ynquierneſle; and 
ikewiſe procureth many euils to enſue ypon debate and va- 
riance,which are the eftes of his turbulent humour :|4udhe 
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inlargeth nis gate that ſeeke 'h abreach] he that picketh quar. 


rels, andis deſirous to fall out with men with whom before 
he was at agreement,ſettreth opena wide doore tolet in many 
miſchicfes. 


Verſe.20. He that bath a froward heart, ſhall not find good; 
ard he that i; pernerſe in his tongue, ſhall fall nto exill, 


HE that hath a froward heart Which is not onely miſled 
by ignorance,or ſubiectro faults by trailty,or ouertaken 
at ſome times by paſſions, but is giuen to bee wilfull and tub 
borne, his ſoule is inthe power of frowardneſſe :| ſhall not find 
£094] ſhal obtaine no fauour or bleſſing from God, bur iudge- 
meats and curſes rather, both for his cuerlaſting fate, and tor 
his preſent condition, howſocuer hee may ſeeme to poſleſfe 
many earthly commodities :| aud he that ts pernerſe in hu 
tongue] whichabuſeth his rongue to ſwearing, lying, flatte- 
ring,railing, filthineſſe or any other leaud ſpeaking, [ /hallfall 
into enill [ſhall feele and find inthe end ome heauic ltroke of 
Godto light vpon him. 


Vetſ.21. He that begetteth a foole begetteth him to his owne 
ſorrow : and the father of a foole ſhall bane no toy, 


E that begetteth a foole | The parents of thoſe children 

| & which are deſtitute of wiſdome and grace, begerteth him 
to his owne ſorrow | procure to themſelucs matter of gricfe in 
the very gcneration of an vngratious ſeed: but feele tine bir- 
ternefle of it when they find the frowardneſſe and rebellion, 
and (ic may be) the miſery and euillend of ſuch fGintu!l ſonnes : 
[aid the father of a foole ſhall have no toy His meaniog is nor, 
that they which haue wicked children are without all com- 
fort : for then'the beſt men,as Abraham, Iſaac,lacob, Nanid, 
and other excellent perſons, ſhould haue been altogether 
comfortlefſe,hauing godleſle ſons as well as godly : bur chey 
can haueno reioycing in ſucha wicked progenie, ſo long as 
they continue intheir impiety and follic, wall 
cl - 
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Verſ. 22, A ioyfull heart cauſeth good health : but a ſorrow- 
full mind drietb vp the bones, 


Toyfull heart | Eſpecially that which is refreſhed and 

made merrie with godly ioy, | cauſerh health |is many 
times as goodas phyſickeand wholefome medicines for rhe 
reſtoring of health ro weake bodies, and keepeth the heal- 
thyin very good temper, by acertaine vitall vigor which it 
conueiethinto them : | but a ſorrowfull wind] an heauie ſpirir, 
which is caſt downe without iult cauſe, or beyond iuft mea» 
ſure, [ 4rieth vp the bones cauſerhthe body to bee out oftune, 
and greatly diſeaſed, by conſuming the rad:call moiſture,and 
filleth the bones with aches, and waſteth rhe marrow that. is 
inthem, 


Vet. 23. eA wicked man taketh a gift out of the boſome to 


pernert the waies of iuFkice, 


F , hr wnraet Both the partie that hath the bad cauſe, 
and (tandeth in it,and the vniutt Iudge, or other corrupt 
Officers, that will bee induced to doe wrong, | takethagft |] 
which the one hath prepared to giue, and the other knoweth 
to be brought, { or of che boſome | cloſely and priuily, that 0- 
thers difcerne it nor | ro peruert the waies of —_ co OUuer= 
throw the right, and ſtop the courſe of Law, v nercio (as in 
broad and high waies ) the Magiſtrate ſhould walke without 


/ all partiality, 


Verſe 24-Wiſcloms is in the face o fhim that hath vnderſtan- 
ding : but the eyes of a fovle are in the ends of the earth, 


VV; [ſedome is in the f uce of him that hath vnderitanlfing} 
The modeſt, lightſome,and amiable countenance of 
a diſcreet and yertuous perſon, and eſpecially the ftayedneſle 
of his eyes, declareth and publiſhgeh him to bre will (bur 
the eyes of a foole are in the ends of the carth | his loes and 
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countenance bewray and diſcouer the leaudnefle, follie, and 
ſottiſhneſſe that is within him, and namely the inconſtancie 
or wandring of his eyes, rouing hither and thither, as if hee 
would looke from one (ide of the land to the other, 


Verſe 25. eA fooliſh ſonne is a vexation to his father, anda 
bitterneſſe to her that bare him, 


H* contemptuous and diſobedient behauviourto his pa- 
rents,and other leaud conditions,and (as it often falleth 
out) his vnhappie eſtate doh fill the hearts both of his father 
and mother with anger,and with great gricfe and ſorrow, 


Verſ.26. 1s is not good enen to condemne the righteous,nor to 
ſtrike ingenuons men for equity, 


bd 7 not good | but euill ann hurtfull[ ro condemme the vighte- 
ous | to ipeake againſt, or paſſe ſentence vpon harmelcfle 
men with our lips; or ſo much as to cenſure them in-our harts: 
[or to ſmite ingenuous men to puniſh well diſpoſed and faith- 
full perſons, whom the Scripture, in regard of the tree ſpirit 
that isin them, whereby they are preſerued from the power 
and bondage of finne,andin regard of the dignirie that grace 
hath aduanced them vnto,doth call by the name of free men 
and Princes,as the word here vid doth fignine, | for equuy} 
either for ſhunning that which is yniawfull and naught, or 
doing that which is commendable and good, 


Verſ. 27. He that bath knowledge, ſpareth his words : and 4 
man of under tanding us of a coole ſpirit. | 

28. Euena foole, when he holdeth his peace,ss counted wiſe: 
aud he that ſhutteth his lips,prudent. 


E that hath knowledge Which is endued with ſound wiſ- 
dome, | ſpareth his words] holdeth in and keeperth backe 
on rag and fruitleſle ſpeeches : hee delighteth not in 
ſpeaking much, but inſpeakiag well : { 41d 4 man of vnder- 
| ſtanding] 


rfo 
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ſtandmg| being both iudicious and godly, [ is of a coole ſpirit | 
is moderate,and well ſtayed in-his affections : nor cafily bur= 
ling forth into anger, bur diligently taking heed of the heate 
of his hart, and thereby is able to bridle his rongue from mul- 
tiplying of many and paſſionate words. | Exen a foole when he 
holdeth his peace,is conntedwiſe | Soexcellent a thing it is to 
keepe filence in time and place, that euen a filly perſon and 
Idiot holding his rongue,is deemed wile, and taken for a dit- 
creet man, becauſe that by fooliſh babling hee bewraieth nor 
his ignorance and follie, 


"CHaPTER, X VIII 


— 


Verſe1. For his deſire a man will ſeeks, ſeparating himſelfe, 
and deale m enery matter, 


fe EXIF) Or his deſire a man will ſeehe| Euery man will 


P RD p= apply his minde and endcauour to get that 


SD} r 7 CC) which he affetcrh, ſeparating bimſelfe, au0i- 
& LE ding all the lets and impediments which are 
/ * . ” . * 

Cr 2 like ro crofle his defire, and will deale in exery 


matter, hee will attempt all ſuch courſes asmay ſerue for the 
accompliſhment of his purpoſe, 


Verſe 2. A foole is not delighted with knowledge, but in diſ- 


conering his owne heart. 


Foole| A wicked perſon deſtitute of grace and wiſdome, 

and yer highly conceited thereof, bath no delight in vn- 
derſtaxding,is not defitous to be truly wiſe, and therefore re- 
gardeth as little the meanes whereby hee may atraineto wiſe- 
dome,but in diſconering hts owne heart, in ſhewing by word 
and deed, that follie and naughtinefle which proceedeth our 
of his corrupt and wretched heart, nothing deth ſatisfic him, 
but that which is agreeable to his humours, ag 
erl, 
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Fe 

Verſ. 3. Whenthe wicked commeth, then commeth contempt, k. 
andwih the vile man,reproch, A . 
l 

Hen the wicked commeth] When any man becom- jc 

V meth wicked,and waxerh finfull, then commeth con. ty, 


tempt, diſhonour and infamie follow faſt after him, his credit 
is growing into a conſa:mption, how great and many meancs the 
ſocucr le hath to yphold it : 4nd with the vile man reproch, hee 


that is vicious, andby :I1 doing deſerueth ſhame. ſhall be ſure = 

to have ſhame & reproch of his companions :if men dare nor ket 

ſpeake contempcuouſly to him,yet they will talke contempti.. lef. 

bly »thim,or thoughthey ſhould be afraid to cenſure him in op! 

their word+,yet they wil be bold to deſpiſe him in their minds, be: 

i: 

Verſ. 4. The words of 1n excellent mans month, are as deepe . | 

waters the welſpring of wiſedome,ss as a flowing riner, to! 

bu 

He Words|The who!cſome and fruitful fpeeches,of an ex. inci 

cellent mans month, vitercd by godly men, and ſuch as not 

feare the Lord:for tv them doth the holy Ghoſt vouch ſafe the by 

Pſal.16.3. title of excellencie : as when Danid ſaith inthe Pſalmes, £My tim 

gooaneſſe extendeth to the Samts that are in the earth, and to the 

the excellent, And when Salomon ſaithin this book, The righ- tha 

re:us is move excellent then his neighbour, They are as deep was nal 

ters,plentifull & copious, ſuch as taile nor, nor can be drawne ro! 

Prou.12.26, dricatany time. The welſpring of wiſcdome ts like a flowving ri- ſor 

x#er,their hearts feed their mourhes, and thereour, wiſe, holy, the 

and fruitfull words flow abundantly, as aychement ſtreame fos 

boyleth out of a rich fountaine, for 

len 

Verl.5. To accept of the perſon of the wicked i not good, to + ' 

| werthrow the inſt man in indgement. fr 

[f T? accept of the perſon of the wicked] To free him from pu- FL 
| niſhinent,or to ſhew him favour in a bad matter, for his 

418 power, parentage, kindred,friends, wit, wealth, gifts, acquain- / 
8: \ cance,or to regard any thing in him, without the cauſe, 5 no? 
ff rot 

hi 
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goe4,but dangerous & hurtfull,ir will draw downe the iudge- 
meats of God vpon thole Magiſtrates, or pertons whatlocucr, 
which vſc ſuch parciality: and he ſpcaketh in this manner,be- 
cauſe there is a ſhew of wildome,and policy,tor gaine & ſafe. 
ty.by gratifying of them, in reſpect of the bribes which they 
will giue to haue their turnes ſerued, and the miſchiete which 
they will worke to thoſe that proceed ſeuerely againſt them, 
to ouerthrow the tit man m indgem:nt, this is the effect thar 
commonly <nfueth vpon the fauor that is ſhewedto the wice 
ked, & maketh the ſin double :; in ſo much as vnrighteous ma» 
lefaQors are {pared ſo much the harmeleſle and innocent are 
oppreſſed : that hand which lifrerh vp him, whom it ought ro 
beare downe,will beate do:vne him,whom it ought to lift vp, 
Ei:her of theſe were great offences alone, but very grieuous 
when they are both conjoyned together, It was a foule fault 
to ſeeke the releaſe of Barrabas, which had deſerucd to die; 
butto haue him delivered, that Chriſt might be crucified, was 
incollerable wickedneſſe; and yet ir would haue been more 
notorious & deteitable, if Chritt had been condemned to die, 
by the practiſe and perſwalion of Barrabas,which thing ſom- 
times befallech the members of Chriſt, by the inftigation of 
the ſucceſſors of Barrabus.The Shechemites aduentured ro do 
that which is here condemned;and therefore they felt the pe- 
naltie which here is threatned : they would ſet vp Abimelech 
ro be king, becauſe he was of their blood, and ſlew the other 
ſons of Gideon for his fake, and achis requeſt, butinthe end 


they found ir wor geod re arcepe of ihe perſon of the wic+ed, and ludg.9.45. - 


fo overthrow the int :tarthey and their city were deſtroyed, 
for taking part wicththeir wicked kinſman, and offering yio« 
lence to therighteous children 6! Grdeon, 


Verſ.6, A fools lips come with Irift,and his month calleth for 


ſripes, 
7. The month of a foole is his owne deftruttion, and hs lips 


are a [nare for his ſoule, 
A Fools lips come with Friſe The wicked talke of a-graceles 
foole, his railing, ſlandering, lying, backbiting,challen- 
85, 
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ges,comparings, nipping, and girding,doe as direQly tend ts 
quarrels, or brablings, as if they h:d legges to goe ynto con. 
rention : which is elpecialiy ro be vaderltood of them that be 
froward,proude, giuento ſcoffing, and others of like nature 
and diſpoſition : and his mouth calieth for ſtripes, the words of 
his mouth doeproucke, and cuenca!l tor blowes,and puniſh- 
ments, by his defire ypon others, but by deſert andeffeQ& vpon 
himſelfe. The month of a foole is his owne deſtruftion his vnad- 
uiſed and intemperate ſpeeches bring his owne ouerthrow, 
and his lips are for bis ſonie,that matter which his lips doe ma- 
liciouſly or raſhly veter, is an occaſion and meanes to intrap 
him,to the hazard of his Rate, life, and ſaluation, 


Verſ.8, The words of the tale-bearey are as firokes, and they 
goe downe in!o the inward parts of the belly. 


y be + words of the tale-bearer] The malicious accuſations 
which whiſperers doe ſecretly mutter againſt men be 
hinde their backes,ars as frokes,2s wounds that are giuen by 
weapons :they doe them as much hurt by ſeeking their infa» 
mie, or trouble, or by alienating the mindes, and good opini= 
ons of their friends and neighbours from them, as if they had 
{ſmitten them with a ſword, and they goe downe into the inward 
parts of the belly : they are like vnto darts, wherewith men are 
dangerouſly wounded, picrcing (as it were) into the yery in» 
trailes, 


Verſe 9, Exen be that is negligent in his buſmeſſe,is brother 
toa waſter. 


E that carrieth himſelfe ſlothfully in the workes of his 
calling, being withour all care and endeuour to ſet for- 
wards his affaires,is brother to a Waſter,is like to him that pro- 
digally waſteth his ſubſtance, as if he were his owne brother, 
and ſhall as certainly, though it may be nor ſo ſpeedily, come 
to pouertieas he, For God yoketh them together as fir mares, 
withthe ſame reproofes, with the ſame threats, and _ the 
ame 
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Game puniſhments. Both are barren of all goodnefſe : both are 
forward ro any euill exerciſe, and both ſhall be pinched with 
penurie and want, And as in ſundrie reſpeQts the one is like 
to the other,ſoit is obſeruable that the one taketh much con- 
renement inthe company and courſes of the other, with much 
familiaritic and frequencic, 


Verſe 10. The name of the Lord is a ſtrong tower : the righ- 


teons rrunneth to it andis exalted, 


"= wame of the Lord| His fauourjoyned with his mighty 
power, and faithfulnes towards his people, is 4 frong 
tower,as a Fort or Caſtle of defence is, for the ſafetic of them 
that are within it : ſo hee preſerueth his from the violence of 
their aduerſaries, that would deſtroy or hurt them : the righ- 
teows,ſuch as be iult, and godly,and feare him, runne vnto it, 
depend ypon him, and by prayer, and confidence, commit 
themſclues to his proteRion,againit Satan, hinne,damnation, 
and all manner of dangers both of ſoule and body,and are ex- 
alted,ſo kept fromthe rage of troubles,and the reach of their 
enemies,as if they were taken vp into an high Turret,or ſer in 
ſomeplace alofr,which no enemie could cicher yndermine, or 
aſſaulc,or ſhoote vp ynto, 


Verſe 11, The ſubiance of the rich man, is asit were his 
frong cutie, and as a high wall in bis imagination, 


IR the former ſentence was declared wherein the godlie 
{ccke for lafetie, and finde it, andthatis in thename of the 
Lord: and in this, wherein the wicked,eſpecially being weal- 
thie, preſume of defence, bur faile of ir, and that is intheir 
goods and poſſeſſions. Forthey ſeeme 4 ſtrong citie, which no 
dangers can yanquiſh, and a» high wall, that no miſerie can 
ſcale and climbe over : bur all is in their owne imagination, 
and nothing in truth : fer they are weake and low,and veterly 
void of power agiinlt any kinde of calamicies, 


Verſ,1 2» 
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Verſe 12. Before deftruftion the heart of a man is haughtie, 
#ndbefore glorie goeth lowlineſſe, 


Efore deſtruttion;Before ſome grieuous calamitie,where. 
Bs; a man is as it were broken in pieces (as the word im- 
porteth) with miſerie, ſorrow, or ſhame,be heart is haughtie, 
the minde is puft vp with ſelte-liking, and ſo groweth tecure, 
and careleſe, and before glorie goeth lowlineſſe, when aman is 
humblein his owne eyes, and thinketh baſcly of himſeit., and 
reuerently of others, and ſubmittech himſelte ro Govs hand, 
to beare willingly whatſoever he ſhall impofe vpon Hum, he is 
inthe way totrue honour, it hee bee not aduances to recker- 
ment, yet hee ſhall be refreſhed with comfort, an iwriched 
With graces, 


Verſ13, He that anſwereth a matter before be hath heard 
St,it is a folly and a ſhame to him, 


TY make anſwere, or replieto a ſpeech, or at all to ſprake 
of any matter, before a man hath thruughly heard, and 
fully informed himſclfe therein, is a raſh and indiſcreete part, 
and the ewll conſequents thereof, cannar but redound inuch 
to his diſcredit, For abſurdiges will necc flarily infuc vponir, 
and can by no meanes be auoided, whereby !.c declareth bim- 
ſelfe to bee failing -f taat wiſedome, and iudgeinent, which 
bring praiſe and etti1ation. And is it not moſt commonly an 
occaſion and meancs that good cauſes haue bad ſucceſle, as 
being peruerted by the ignorance & remeririe of thole which 
take vypon them the defence of that whercof they have not luf- 
ficient information, or clſe are depraued vnivuſily by the hatte 
and headinefle of ſuch as ſpeake cuill of the things which chey 
know nor ? 


Verſ.14. The ſpirit of a man will beare ont his infirmities,but 
« wounded conſcience who can bears? 


TE ſpirit of a man |His heart being ina comfortable eſtate 
by the ſight of Gods fauour,and therteſtimony of a good 
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conſcience,will beare ont his infirmities,maketh him to ſuttaine 
with patience,and ſome chcerfulnes, manifold paines and dif. 
eaſes of the body, and all ourward croſſes whatſoeuer : but s 
wounded ſpirit = 6 can beare? but when the ſouleis cali down, 
and asit were broken with the apprehenſion of Gods indig. 
nation, none can endure the horror and anguiſh thereof,nor 
any thing raiſe it vp,and giue comfort to it,but God alone, 


Verſe 1 5. The heart of the prudent poſſeſſeth knowledge, and 
the care of the wiſe will ſecke after underſtanding, 


_— beart of the prudent poſſeſſeth knowledge,) He that is 
acquainted with the ſtate of his owne ſoule, and diſcer= 
neth how precious and fruitful, and needfull ynderftanding 
is, will not content himſelfe to haue wiſcdome in his cares, or 
head,or lippes, bur layeth ic yp in his heart,as his chicfe trea- 
ſure, and the eare of the wiſe ſecheth after urdertandirg : he 
laboureth ro increaſe knowledge and prace, adding dailie 
thereunto,by hearkening as much as he may,toall ſound and 
wholcſome inficuctions, 


Verſ.16, The gift of a man inlargeth bim, and leadeth him 


befare great men. 


—_ gift of a m:zn|Not the good qualities that are in him, 
and the graces which hee hath receiued, but the preſcne 
that he bringe:h, and the reward that he beſtoweth, 1m/argerh 
him, and leadeth him befere great men, maketh roome for him, 
and procureth him accefſe to the preſence of them that are in 
high places, & of great authoritie,from whomalſo he gerteth 
countenance & fauour, whether bis ſuit beequall,or ynlawful, 


Verſe 17. He that is firſt in his owne cauſe irinſt: then come 
meth his neighbour and maketh inquirie of him, 


E that is fir* in his owne cauſe] Hethat is ina controuer- 
lie,ſpeaketh fuft,betore the Mi gitrate, arbitrator, or p ny 
V other 


—— — 
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other to whom it belongeth to heare the matter,is inſt, ſo plea. 
deth for himſclfe,and ſetteth ſuch colours vpon his cauſe, that 
hee ſcemeth ro be yery : ighteous : if hee be plaintiffe,that his 
informacions be equall,and waightiez if defendant, that his a. 
pologie is good, aud he innocent, Yet is notthis to be ynder. 
fiood of cuery one that hath the firſt place of ſpeech : for 
righteous men doe many times begin the declaration ofthe 
the cauſe, or defence of themſclues, and be found vpright and 
faichfull both in the catrance and end of the frife :but it is 
meart of talie fellowes, that reſpec not what they may ware 
rantably auerre with truth, but what they can audaciouſly af« 
firme with impudencie, Then commeth his neighbour and ma- 
heth inquirie of him, hethat in the ſecond place, or afterwards 
is to make anſwere ynto him,or reply ypon him,confureth his 
allegations,deteRterh his FlChood,and conuinceth him,of in» 
dire and naughtic dealing, 


Verlſ. 18. The lot cauſeth contentions to ceaſe, and maketh a 
partition among#t the mightie, 


HF: declareth the true & right vſe of a lot, by telling what 
is done,for that which ought to be done :namely,in dif- 
ficult and doubrfull cauſes, which cannot otherwiſe bee well 
determined,and where in diuifion men cannot agree between 
themſclues whar part euery one ſhould haue, that then the 
be ſatisfied with that which the Lord by lot doth after a ſort, 
awardynto them. And hee maketh fpeciall mention of the 
mightie, that it ſerueth to compound their controverſies, be- 
cauſe that when they neat 96 reaſon of their power, and 
Atrength, & tour FRomacks, they greatly damnify one another, 


Verſ.19., Abrether effended,is harder to winne then a ſtrong 
Citie : and their contentions are like the barre of a palace. 


Fears natural brother,a neere kinſmi, a kind friend, 
offended, alienated by wrongs recciued, or imagined to 
he done ynto him, from him whom hee ſo much _— be- 
ore, 
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fore, is harder to winne then a ftrong city, will with more dif. 
ficulty be brought to firme and vntained reconciliation,then 
aciry well defenced, can be yanquiſhed and taken. 4nd their 
contentions,their trifc,and ſuites,are like the barre of a Palace, 
trong,and vehement, and muſt with no lefle adoe be be paci- 
fied, whiles their power ſerueth thenito purſue one another, 
chen the mighty iron barres, whereby the gates of a Caſile, 
Fort,or great building,areſhnt in, and kept tafe,may bee bro- 
ken,or cut in ſunder, But this is to bee ynderftood of vnrege- 
nerate and fleſhly men,or of Gods ſcruants fo farre as they be 
carnall, and not otherwiſe: for it is a commendation that is 
=_ to the godly,by Saint /ames, that their wiſedome which Tam.3.17. 


receiue from aboxe, maketh them peaceable, gentle, and 
_ to be intreated, 


Ver. 20. With the fruit »f a mans owne month ſhall bis belly 
be ſatisfied: and with the encreaſe of his lips ſhall he be filled, 


V Ith the fruit of a mans month | With thoſe words 

which che mouth of a man vttereth, bethey good or 
bad,as the tree yeeldeth her fruir,be it ſweer or ſower, ſhall his 
bellie be ſarsifizd, he ſhall be as it were fed with ioy,or ſorrow, 
and with the encreaſe of his [ips, according to thoſe ſpeeches 
which the lips yſc moſtro deliuer, wholeſome, or hurtfull, as 
the ground ſen«leth forth her crop of corne or weeds, ſhall hee 
be filled, he ſhall either have great welfare,or great woe,many 
bleſſi..gs,or many iudgements. 


Verſ, 21, Death and life are in the power of the tongue, as e= 
wery one delighteth to ſe tt,he ſhalleate the fruit thereof. 


f Poa part containeth an explication of the former, 
ſhewing wharis that ſarisfyi»g,and fillmg, which is there 
mentioned, that ir extendeth to all miſery, cuento the yery 
death ofthe wicked, which abuſe their tongues to euill,and to 
all happincſſe events life it ſelfe,and that everlaſting. (as is al- 
ſo meant of the contrary ) of the godly, which vſe their 

V 3 tongues 
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rongues aright,both which are ſaid to be i the power thereof: 
that is,the peruerting,or well ordering of the \ame,is ctteCtu. 
all, cither for deſtruction or faluation:; and yet t1.is force is 
nor in the pronouncing of words, bur inthe affe&ion from 
which chey conſtantly proceed, andasemery one delighterh ro 
vſe it . {© he ſhalleate thereof, Hypocrices ſomtimes doe make 
faire ſhowes, but their hearts and lips accord not together, 
and therforethcir {nooth ſpeeches tend not to life : and god. 
ly men ſomtime+forger themſelues, bur they take nor plea« 
{urein eui![ (pcaking,and cherefore they ſhall nor. be deſtroy= 
ed,though they may be correQted, 


Verſ.22. He that ſindeth agoed wife, findeth a good thing, 
and obtaineth fanour of the I ord, 


HE that findeth a geod wife] Which being himlelfe a good 
man, hath,and feeth,and enioycth the benefit of a good, 
wiſe, and faith{ull wife, firdeth a good thing, which ſhall bee 
for his helpe and comfort ; and obtaineth fauonr of the Lord, 
receiucth a teſtimony of his lone. in beftowing lo great a ble{- 
ſing vpon him: and ſo doth a godly woman, that findeth a 
good and gratious husband. 


Verſ.2.3. Thepoore ſpeaeth with ſupplications : but the rich 
arſwereth rozghly, 


Te poore|Hethat is in miſery,inperill, in feare, or ſubie- 
tion, ſpeaker; with ſrpplications, ſubmiſlely, and lowly, 

co the wealthy and mighty, beſecching bim in humble man- 
ner,and reverent term2s,eſpecially when he hath any ſuite vn- 
to them, Put the rich 14 ſmereth roughly : heethat hath abun- 
dance of goods, or is in authority, not onelyreieceth the 
poore petitioner conteypruouſly, wich a churliſh denial], 
but otherwiſe »l{o is proud and 1nſolent in his ſpeeches.Com- 
monly thus it is, but yet 10t alwaies : for {ome of the loweſt 
ſort ſpeake diſdainfully, and ſome great perſonages behaue 
themſclues courcouſly, 
Ver, 
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Verſ. 24. «Aman that hath friends,ought to ſhew himſelfe 


friendly, for a friend is neerer then a brother, 


Man that hath friends | Which is beloued of, and recei- 

uethfauours and benefits from others,ought ro ſhew hin. 
ſelfe friendly, to entertaine, hold, and require their friendſhip 
by all good duties. Hee is not onelyto take heed left by any 
ſrangeneſle, and offering of diſcourrehies, hee loſe their li- 
kings, but to endeauour by all fignes and pledges of good 
will,co knit their harts faſter and faſter vnto him. For a friend, 
anvnfained wel-willer, which beareth Chriſtian afteion vn- 
to him whom hee loueth, is neerer then a brother, is more 
fairhfull and conſtant in miniftring helpe and comfort, then 
an ordinaric kin{man,or meere naturall brother, 


Im ee —— ————— 
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Verſ.r. Better « thepoore that walketh in hu vprightneſſe, 
then he that peruerteth his waies,and is a foole, 
to be had of him, that walketh in his vpright- 
RRLEAMXESHD nſec, endeauoureth conliantly to bee 1ſt and 
godly,in words and workes,then he that abuſeth his lips,then 
erich thatis ginen to ſpeake wickedly, and :5 a foole, yoide 
of grace,and godly wiſedome,and full of vice and leaudneſſe, 
Thus ftandeth the oppoſition: Better is the poore that vſeth 
his rongue aright,and walketh yprightly,and fo is wiſe, then 


therichthat abuſeth his congue, and walketb corruptly, and 
ſo is a foole, 


EEREC Etter ts the poore] More happie and comforta- 
3 / bleis the eſtate of him thar is of little wealth, 
Tg and of ſmall poſſeſſions, and greater reſpeR is 
WS 
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Verſ.2. Both the mind without knowledge is not geod, and he 
that ha\encth with his feet finneth. 


Wo vices are heere matched together, and reproucd to- 

gether, as'dangerous and hurttull, whereof the one is 
cauſe of the other, which are ignorance, and raſhneſle, Con. 
cerning the former, it is ſaid, that without knowledge, where 
the ſound knowledge of Gods holy will 1s contemned, or 
negleQed, the mind is not good, the man is not good, Fora 
partis put for the whole: whatſocuer ſhewes hee maketh of 
faithfulncfle within, all is but deceiucable; his ſoule (as the 0+ 
riginall Text hath ir ) is deſtitute of goodnefle, and then,v.hat 
is there in him, or proceedeth from him, that may bee called 
good? ard he that baiteneth with bis feet, ſinneth, 

The latteris deſcribed by a fmilitude, from him that ſhould 
headily run on blind. folded,and hood-wincked, in a perilous 
way,that he neither knoweth,nor cuer ſaw : as ſuch a one isin 
danger to daſhagainſt tumbling blocks,or to fall into quick- 
ſands, quagmires, als iaoode or ditches : ſo hee 
that vnaduiſedly, and without deliberation, atrempreth and 
executeth matters of moment and importance, caniot a- 
uoide errours, and inconueniences, yea finncs and tranſgret- 
fions, 


Verſ. 3. The foolihneſſe of a man overthroweth his way, and 
his bearffretteth againit the Lord, 


He fooliſhneſſe of a max) The finfulneſſe and vngodly be- 

hauiour of the wicked, oucrthrowerh his way, draweth 
crofles and iudgements ypon him, and cauſeth him to haue ill 
ſuccefle, and bis heart fretteth againit the Lord: though his 
tongue doe not open]y blaſpheme, yer his heartdoth ſecretly 
murmure againſt God,as if he were vniuſtly the cauſe of his 
ealamities, Neither doth he this direQtly alwaies,andimbirte- 
reth himſclfe againſt the perſon of te Lord, but ſcornech at 


his hand, and accuſcth his proccediogs, ynder the name of 


chance, 
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chance,and il lucke,and bad fortune, and many times religion 
is exclaiined vpon, and proleſſion quarrelled at, eſpecially if 
religious protcflors diſlike of his irreligious prophaneneſle,do 
thrive andproſper,when he is plagued and puniſhed, 


Verſ. q. Riches gather many friends, but the poare is ſepara- 
ted from his neighbour, 


Iches gather many friends | Wealth encreaſed, encreaſeth 

the number and heape of ſuch as pretend good will,and 
draweth daily new triends. The perſons of 1nen doenot this, 
nor their graces, buttheir riches. They make many fetches, 
they haue many geltures, they vſe many words, and all this 
while their hearts are fixed on the goods, as flies ſeeke where 
honie is,and mice and rats will haunt an houſe where foode is 
to be gotren. So that their loue is to the money, or other ſub- 
ſtance,though they make ſemblance of good afteRionto the 
man. But the poore us ſeparated from his neighbour, hee that is 
needie or afflictcd,or in diſgrace, is forſaken of all his carnall 
fricnds and companions, they cither turne from him as a ſtran= 
ger, or againſt him as an enemie, 


Verſ. 5. Afalſe witneſſe all not be unpuniſhed,and a forger 
of lies hall not eſcape, 


A Falſe witneſſe) Either he that doth wittingly miſinforme 
the Magiſtrate,or any other gouernour,or he that by his 
vniuſt reftimonie goeth about ro confirme that which ano=- 
ther hath vncruly ſuggeſted, ſhall not bee vupunſhed , but 
plagued either ſooner. or late, with ſome temporaric penal- 
tie of ſhame and miſery in this world, or witheternall per« 
dirion of ſoule and bodice in the world to come, And a forger 
of lies, which vſeth his tongue to falſhood, how artificially,& 
with what ſhewes and colours ſoeuer, though in priuate, ſhaft 
net eſcape, ſhall nor be alwaies free from puniſhment,though 
by flattering of himſelfe, hee thinketh the fin nor dangerous : 
and chough by meanes of his wit, and preſent proſperity, hee 
{eemeth able to preſerue himlelte in faferie, 
V 4 Verſ, 


Prou.17.17. 
and 18, 24, 


-$6 ProvenRBs. Chap.19, 


Verſl.6. any ſue te the face of the Prince, andenery man is 
friend to hins that gizeth gifts, 


M27 ſe to the face of the Prince] They ſeeke the fauour 
and countenance of them that be in authority,eſpecial- 
ly if they be alſo wealthy,& bountifull, He ſpeakerh not here 
in the commendation of them, as being loyall inloue, for 
conſcience, but for the reprehenſion of them, as being ſub. 
mifſe in ſhew,for commodity, Ardexery man 1s friena to him 
that gmeth gifts, He declareth in this latter clauſe,the c2uſe of 
that which he had affirmed inthe former,why ſo mary ſue to 
the face of the Prince, becauſe Princes haue moſt to be{tow, 
and every man, cuery carnall man for the moſt part « friend, 
would bee thought a friend to him that giuerh grfts, that hee 
might be yſcd as afriend,and haue gifts beſtowed vpon him, 


Verſ, 7. «All the brethren of the peore dee hate him : how 
much more will his friends depart farre from bim? 7 hough he 
be inſtant mwords, jet they will not. 


L the brethren)The whole kindred,cuen they which are 

vnited with the neereſt bonds of nature; being yet car- 
yall and ynnaturall, of the poore, of him that is decayed in his 
el{ate,or in diſgrace with ſuperiours, though ncuer ſo vnwor- 
thily, do hate bh they loathe and defpile him, How much 
moe will bis friends depart from bim? Not they which were 
faithtully affeQed to him at any time, and barc him good will 
in truth, ( for a fried loueth at all trmes, and a friend is neerer 


then a brother, ) but ſuch his companions as diſſembled with 


him,making profeſſion and ſhew of loue in his proſperity for 
their owne aduantage,theſe in his aduerfity,goe far from bin, 
caſt him off, and wichdraw themſclues from him, as being a- 
ſhamed of his company, and vnwilling to take any notice of 
him,much moreto deale in his cauſe, orto ſupply his wants. 
Though bebe inſtant in words, albcit he heartily encreate, and 
earnclily importune them for comfort, relicte and fanour, ye? 
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they will not, they will not heare any requeſt or complaint that 
hee maketh, they will not befriend chem in any matter of 
weight, wherein they may doe him good, 


Verſ.8. He that poſſeſſeth his heart,loneth his owne ſouls : he 
keepeth vnderitanding, to find that which ts good, 


E that poſſeſſe/h his heart | Who hath his mind rightly 
informed with knowledge and iudgement, ard orderly 
moderateth his deſires and atteCtions, /oveth his owne ſoule, 
hath a due care of himſelfe,and vſeth dire meanes for his lal- 
uation,ſafety,comforr,and welfare, For to /oue: ones ſoule, int 
this place,is otherwiſe taken then in the Goſpell by S. /ohn, 
chap. 12. 25. where it is (aid,that he which loverh his ſoxle ſhat 
loſe it, and be that hateth his foule mn this world ſhall keepe it vn- 
to eternal life, To lone the ſoule, that is,to bee defirous of re- 
taining this .naturall life, asratherto denie therrurch of God, 
and forſakz the Gofpell of (rift, then to make profeſſion 
thereof, and yceld ſincere obedienceto it, with hazard and pe- 
rill : and be ſhall loſe his ſowle, that is, forfeit his ſaluationand 
happineſle,as he that hateth his ſoule, which chuſerthto forgo 
life,rather then the ſeruices of God, and a good couſcience, 
ſhall keepe it unto eternall life, be ſaucd and glorified for cuer; 
He keepeth vnder/tanding, not onely heareth good inftruti- 
ons, but ſeriouſly attenderth to them,pondererh of them in his 
meditations, layeth them vp in his memorie, oblerueth chem 
diligently in the courfe of his life, & retainerth them conſanr- 
lytill che time ot his death, ro fird that which is good, that is, 
the end which he propoſeth to himſelte,and this is the ſacceſle 
which he obtaineth,that Gods fauour ſhall be confirm:d vn= 
to him, both by the bleſſings ofthis preſent life, and by a bleſ- 
ſed eſtate,in that which is to come hereafter. 


Verl. 9. A falſe witneſſe ſhallnot be unpuniſhed: and he that 
ſpeaketh lies ſhall periſh, 


His is the ſame both in words and ſenſe with the «; verſ; 
of this chapter,ſauing that there was ſaid,the liar ſhall not 


eſcaps 
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eſcape, and here he ſhallperiſh : ſothat ir is not onely arepeti- 
tion,bur a briefe expoſition of that, concluding, that as he ſhal 
be ſurely puniſhed,fo he ſhall be ſorely plagued, eucn with no 
lighter lirokes,thendefiruCtion it ſelfe, which no gaine or ad- 
vantage can be able ro counteruaile, 


Verſ.10. Pleaſure is not comely for a foole : much leſſe for a 
fernant to haue Yale oner Princes, 


| Margin The affeions of joy and delight, the meanes 
whereby they ate wrought, aud the obiects whereon they 
are ſerled, as abundance of weal:h,drlicious fare, gorgeous ape 
parell, ſumpruous houſes, coſtly tur n:tuce, pleaſant paltirmes, 
or whartloeuer is of like nature, is nor comely for 4 foole. is not 
fic for him thac is defiiture of grace, and good vnderttandig 
to haue, as neither making for his honour,nor profit 1nccede, 
though highly promoting both io appearance. Hce will per- 
uertthem,and annoy other men by them,and they will 1indan=- 
ger him, and bring much harme and miſchicte ro hi 1, Much 
lefſe for a ſeruant to rule over Princes, By ſerwant, he nicancih 
ſuch manner of perſons as he calied fools inthe twr'; cr claule; 
namely, men inthrailed to their luſts, 1 d volawfull defires : 
and by Prmces, are vnderſtood the godly, who arc d'ynified 
with a ſpirituall aduancement : fo that he proceedeth in cxte- 
nuating the condition of fintull mien, and ſheweth their vn- 
worthinefſe by way of gradation, that all ſorts of defireable 
things are too good for them, and much more authoritie and 
power ouer others, bur molt'of all ſuperioritic, with iuriſdicti- 
on over the righteous, 


Verſ.11. The underſtanding of a man, maketh him ſlew te 
wrath,andit is bis glorie to paſſe by an offence, 


He 1n derftanding of a man] The heauenly wiſedome of 
God,which is in the minde of a regenerate perſon,accor- 
ding to the meaſure thereof, withholdeth him from raſh and 
Yaaduiſcd anger,but not from all anger: tor then it ſheuld de» 
priue 
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priue him of ſome yertue, and diſable him from the perfor. 
mance of many duties, As the diftempered paſſions ot wrath 
be workes of the fleſh, and carctully to be auoyded to are the 
well gouerned atfe&tons of anger truites of the ſpirit,and fea» 
ſonably to be exerciied, He that is overcarried withrage and 
choller,doth want tholec louely graces of meckenes, and pati- 
ence: and he that is neuer ſtirred to any difpleaſureyis poſicſ- 
ſed with ſtupidity,and deſtitute of zeale,and Chriſtian feeling, 
Now to ſhunne theſe vicious exrreames on both fides, and ob» 
ſerue the laudable mediocritie berween them,theſc rules may 
direct vs, Firſt, that all our anger be onely for finne, and ſo we 


ſhall beſt put in practiſe the Apoſtles precept, to be angrie and Epheſ.4.16, 


ſinne not, Then ſhall wee not be teflie with them that be inno« 
cent, becauſe wee are incenſed by them that ate faultie :then 
ſhall we never like fumiſh Falazm fall ont with beaſts,and vn- 
reaſonable creatures, much lefſe be imbittered againſt things 
that are ſenſclefſe. Secondly, that our anger bee mceaſurablie 
proportioned tothe meaſure of the offence, greateſt indigna- 
tion mult bee conceiued againſt the greatelt tranſgreſſions, 
though they bring notto vs ſo great annoyances : and {maller 
faults ſhould lefle dipleaſe vs,though in private reſpects they 
ſecme to be more for our dainmage : for cuery part ought ra= 
ther to be tenderly aftced at Gods diſhonour,then his owne 
detriment, Thirdly,that it be not onerlong continued, ard ex 
ceſſue in time, but be unded within the limits of a day at the 
furtheil : the Lord would not have wrath protracted tilnight, 
nor the Sunne to goe downe wpon ie Fourthly,that the crimes of 
our familiars, benefaRors, kinsfolke, and deare ft friends, doe 
make vs more angrie then th<ir; that areno: ſoncerely vnired 
to vs: that we take to heart the f:nne of our cle, more then 
ot a brother : and of a yoke-ſeilow,more th+n of 2 childe : and 
our owne more then a yoke-tellow,childe, brocher,or of any, 
or all others, 

Fifthly,that the ire and wrath ag1inſt the fins of our neigh 
bours,draw not our ſelues into any Gntull behaviour againſt 
God,as to be fierce and violentio reuengement,to raile to re- 
nile,to yomir out blaſphenues, or imprecations, &c, 


- Laſtly, 


290 Proveess. Chap.19. 
Laſtly,that it hinder vs not from, but further ysto the yas 
formance of all good ſeruices, eſpecially inthe behalfe of the 
parties delinquent , as to admonifh them, pray for them, and 
give them direRion for reformation of their tranſgreſſions, 
And it is his glorie,iewinneth him honour and praiſe, and thar 
worthilie, topaſſe by an offence, to winke at ſinaller infirmities, 
and to remit. greater wrongs, yet not ſo,as to be filent at Gods 
diſhoncur, with the perill- of the ſoule of the ſinner, or at the 
rievances which are offered to himſelfe from them : only che 
| 41 of reuenge, and not of juft reproofe, or of due 
correQtion,is commended, 
Thus thou ſeeſt both the roote,and the fruire,the cauſe and 
effec of lenitie and mildnes declaredin this ſentence, 


Verſ.12, The wrath of the King, is like the roring of a Lion : 
but his fawour is as the dew vpon the graſſe. 


He wrath of the Kmg|The indignation of a Prince, or 

mightie Potentate, hauing authoritie and power, incen- 
ſed (nor againſt the ivnocent and righteous, but ſuch as were 
HAichaiah,or Elyah, whom Achab formed at,but kiIled nor, 
or though he had killed them, yet he could not haue hurt the, 
bur himlelfe rather.as [ob did, by ſlaying of Zachary,and ſen- 
dig him the ſoonerto heauen ) but againſt malefactors, re- 
bels,traytors, contemptuous perſons, and tranſgrefſors ot his 
wholeſome lawes, or any whom God ſhall put into the Ma- 
giſtrates hand,as men of death, for violating his commande- 
ments, ts like the roring of a Lion, which hath more courage 
and ſtrength, both to rore more hideouſly, and to teare more 
cruelly : For it is not ynderſtood of them that be taken, and 
ſhut vplike captiues in holes, whom we may heare, and looke 
ypon through grates, and ſtand neere too without perill, but 
of ſuch as mcere with a prey,cither of man or beaſts,in the for- 
reſts, or open fields, or any where intheir owne walkes, But 
his fauenr,his loue,and countenance, eſpecially towards wor- 
thie men, is like the dew vpon the graſſe, very comfortable or 
profitable to them, reioycing their hearts, aduancing their 
ſtates, 
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Rates, preſerving, and proteRing them from wrongs, as the 
dew, or milde ſhewres, doe refreſhthe fields, cauſe grafle to 
grow,and preſerue.the ſame, that the ſcorching heare of the 
Sunne dric ic not yp, and cauſe it to wither, When God ſhall 
put into the Mayittrates hand, as men of death for violating 
his commandements in preſumptuous manner, is the the ro- 
ring of a Lion, tearctull, terrible, and as it were threatning pre- 
ſenrdeath : The Hebrew word fignifieth a yong Lion which Naham cac- 
hath greater courage, and firength, both to rote more hide- ; hir, 
ouſly,and to tcare more cruclly,&c, 


Verſ.13. A fool:ſh ſonne is the calamitie of his father,and the 


contentions of a wife,are like a continaall dropping. 


# om of the greateſt afflitions which befallthe gouernors 
in their families,are declared in this ſentence, The former 
is 4 fool:/h ſonne, a (intull, vuhappiechilde, after what fort ſoe- 
ver his ;ewdneſſe breakerh out, whether by contumacie, and 
Rtubbornnes, when he ſhall contemne his parents, and det; iſe 
their precepts; or by rior, and vnthritcines,when hee ſhall be, 
as it were a gulph to ſwallow vp; all his fathers labours, and 
thoſe things which he hath been ſo carefull ro prouide; or by 
ay 0tacr meancs ſhall bring ſhame and deſtruction vpon 
himſelfe, who 1s rhe calamitte of his father,the worker of his 
woe,and cauſe of forrow,for the looſenes of his liſe,and arthe 
fight, or foreſight ( by all probabilitic and likelihoog) of the 
milerie of his death, The other is a:conrentions wife, whoſe 
brawliogs offend the cares,aad vexethe hearc,and tomerimes 
demoliſhthe Rate of her husband, and therefore are compa- 
red to.4.contmuall dropp ng : they are as irkeſome, ard hurt- 
full,as for raine to pierce through euery part of the roofe, into 
all roomes of the houſe,falling on the plancks,and walls, and 
ſufte,and heads of them that are doing their worke,or fitting 
atthcir meate, orlying in their beds, which muſt neceves bee 
both tedious, and noyſome, to ruinate the building, and ror 


the goods, and molcſt the inhabitancs, . 


Verſ.14« 


Prou.6.9. 
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Verſ.14. Houſe and ſubitance are the inheritanes of the fa. 
thers: but a prudent wife is from the Lord, 


Nche former ſentence, by a lively fmilitude, hee ſhewed 

how noyſome a bad wife is, and inthis by another argy. 
ment,he makethir appeare what a great benefit a good wife 
is. He proueth it from the efficient, that the Lord doth beſtow 
her,and thatin manner differing from his ordinaryand com- 
mon giftures, Houſes, and lands are his gifts alſo, and fo are 
riches, and all ſorts of commodities, but they are ordinarily, 
commonly,and mediately receiued fromanceſtors,as fathers, 
grand-fathers,& great grand-fathers,to whom the Lord hath 

iven power to get,and keepe goods,and a will co leauethem 
Zom hand to handto theirpolterity, Put a prudent wife a 
prunm_ vertuous wife,and in like manner,a religious, 

iſcreet,and gratious husband, « from: the Lord, made ſuch a 
one by his grace, and ioyned to the yoak-fellow, 


Verſ.15. Slothfulneſſe canſeth heaue ſleepe to fall, andade- 
ecitfullperſon ſhall be affamiſhed. | 


h jon dangerous effeQs of ſluggiſhnefle are here ſet down, 
and deſcribed, whereof ſome are finnes, and heedfully to 
bee ſhunned,and others arepuniſhments thereof, aud greatly 
to be feared, 

The firſt is, immoderare andexceſſiue ſleeping, whereby 
mens callings and labours are negleRed, their tine loſt, and 
their wits and ſenſes dulled: and this groweth partly from 
theabundance of humours, by which the head is oppreſled, 
and partly from the want of cheerfulneſſe, whereby the heart 
ſhould be refreſhed: and therefore obſerue, that all ſluggards 
arelumpiſh, and like dead men, ſauing when they bee about 
the praRiſe or projet of ſome thing vnlawfull, 

This drowfinefle of theirs, and diſpofition to ſleep,they re 
charged with,8& chalengedfor,in chap. 6. How long wilt 1ho# 
ſeepe, O ſluggard when Wilt thon ariſe ont of thy ſleepe ? os 
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The ſecond is deceitfulnefle, being inferred in the latrer 
clauſe,as that which enſueth both vpon {]-thfulneſle and ſee 
pineſle, For they that loſe their time, can neither ger wezlth 
well,nor keepe that which others haue formerly gathered by 
their trauell, Then mult they needs fall into indigency and 
want,and being not able to ſuſtaine the violence thereof, (for 
none are ſo impatient of pouerty, as thoſe who retchlefl 
throw themſclues into it)they will live by their wits, and ſhift 
for themſelues, by falſhood and indire& courſes, 

The third, which is the puniſhment of all the former, is fa- 
mine,and miſerable necefſicy, which their fraud,and deceitful. 
nefle doth double vpon them, and not preuent, or diminiſh, 
Or if it fall out that ſome by wrongfull dealing are holpen in 
their tate for a time, yet it turneth to their greater hurt, and 
deeper decay in time following : orif they thrive cuento their 
lives end, by their vniuſt and fraudulent praGtiſes, yet they 
ſhall rue itin the worlds end, for the miſeries and plagues that , et 
will come vpon them,as Saint /ames doth teftifie, = 

The ſenſe therefore of the ſentence is this: Sorhfulneſle cau- 
ſeth men to be ſleepie and deceitfull,and hee that is deceitfull, 
{leepie,or ſlothfull, hall be affamiſhed. 


Verſ. 16. Hethat keepeth the commandement, keepeth bis 
ſonle : but he that deſpiſeth his waies, ſhalldie, 


E that keepeth the commandement| Which in the —_ 

ctie,and vprightneſle of his hart.obſerueth the law of the 
Lord,to walke in the ſame,although he cannor tulfill ir,brea- 
king it as little as he can,though hee cannor obey it ſo fully as 
hee would, and is humbled tor his faults, when hee ſeerh his 
finnes and tranſgreſſions, keepeth his ſowle himſclfe, apart be- 
ing put for the whole, he preſerueth the life both of his ſoule 
and body, froman yntimely death, and eternall deftruQtion, 
not by the merit of his obedience, but by the mercy of Cd, 
that rewardeth him for it : But he that deſpiſeth bu waies , ma 
keth no account how,or after what ſort be doth he, - or hath 
carcto bee direRed by the preſcript rule of the holy ord of 


10d, 
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God, ſhall die, ſhall certainly periſh,and be deſtroyed for ever, 
at the laſt,though peraduevcure he be ſparcd for a ſeaſon, 

Thus ſtanderh the oppoſition : Hee that keepeth the com- 
mandement, and regardeth his waies ſhall live : but hee that 
breaketh the commiandement, and deſpiſeth bis waics, ſhall 
die. 


Verſe 17. He that gineth freely tothe poore, lendeth wnts 
the Lord,and the Lord will repay him his reward. 


mercy, without any carnall, or corrupt reſpect ot his 


owne aduantage, miniltreth food, apparc!l, harbour, or any 
kind ofhelpe and comfort,by word,or dec, ro the poore, to 
them that are in ?ffli.on, of what fort ſocucr, «ſpecially if 
they be Gods faithfull ſeruants,or ſeeme to bec 1uch, lendeth 
tothe Lord, not that he is beholden to vs,o; receiuerh any be- 
nefit at our hands : for what can we give that hee lent nor to 
vs,nor is his owne,norin his power,to take,and diſpoſe of, to 
whom he will without our leaue? but nce is pleaſed foto ac- 
ccpt of our beneficence to our brethren, as if himfelſe were 
thereby gtatified, and had a 2ood turne done to him: for men 
are many times pleaſured by that which is lent them in their 
need, and are glad to buy the vſc thereof with loane,and ther- 
fore it is noted as a worke of mercy froma good man,not on- 
ly that he beſtoweth gifts, but alſo that hee lendeth freely. So 
then God youchſafethto repute that which ispaid vnto him, 
though imperfeRly too, and ſcarce by the halves, ro bee as it 
were a courtefie and kindnefſefrom vs,asif fomething of ours 
were deliuered to him. And the Lord wil repay him hu reward, 
hee will as faithfully-recompence the mercitull man, as if hee 
were bound thereto, andas an hone(t borrower will bee cate- 
full to pay that which he oweth. For of his grace hee maketh 
himſclfe a debtor, to them which are more in his debr, then 
their body and ſoule,and all that they hauc is worth, 


HE that gineth freely | Which our of his compaſſion and 
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Verſe 18. Corref thy ſonne while there is hope, and let not 
thy ſoule ſpare which is to kill him, 


Om thy ſonne while there is hope,] chaſtiſe thy children 
of either ſexe, both by tongue and hand, with rebukes 
and ſtripes, being yet young and tender,and not growne flub- 
ſorne, ltiftenecked,incorrigible,and palt hope ——— 
before they are accuſtomed to euill waies, or haue learned to 
deſpiſethe admonitions, menacings,rods, and ſcourges of pa- 
rents, Aud let not thy ſonle ſpare x, +-eum. that thy fond affe- 
ion withhold thee not from doing this neceſſarie dutie, 
which is,to kill bims, lefi thy too great indulgencie to them, and 
cockering of them,turne to their deftruAtvn, 


Verſe 19. Being ingreat Wwrath,remit the puniſtment : but if 
thou let him eſcape, yet applie chaſtiſement a gain, 


] N the former ſentence was declared the necefſitie of corre- 
Qion, for the preuention of defiruRtion, or danger of chil. 
dren, and what is the fitteſt ſeaſon to begin it, euen incheir 
childhood. Now in this hee admoniſheth every man to take 
heed that he marre it not,or hinder the good cfteCt thereof by 
his owne deſtemper. And therefore it is ſaid, Being in great 
wrath, when thou artin an angrie mood, and burneit with fu= 
rie,and hor diſpleaſure, remit the puniſhment, let paſle for thar 
time the puniſhment ofthe partie offending, But if thou let hin 
eſcape, yet applie chaſtiſement againe. Neverthelefle, though 
for that time,and perhaps for that fault thou let him goe free, 
yetleaue him not ſo co bimlelfe, nor ſuffer himto goe on flill 
ynpuniſhed, but when thou art more calme, and as occafion 
ſhall be offered, take him in hand, and chaRlife him, 


Verſe 20, Heare connſell, and receine inftruftfon, that thos 
maiſt be wiſe at the latter end. 


Auing in the premiſes giuen precepts to parents and go- 
uernours,he now conuerteth _ ſpeech to children, and 
ſuch 
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ſuch asinthe Scripture come ynder the name of children, that 
jsto fay,all Gods people, ro whom he doth offer himſclfe as a 
father,being readie ro teach and dire chem. Andthe firlt lefo 
ſon that hee giuerh vnto them 1s,that they ſhoulo heare cone 
fell, lend an care, and hearken diligently with attention, to 
wite and wholeſome doQrines and admonitions : the ſecond, 
that they receiue #x//r#ion,or corretion, for the word hgni. 
fieth both :thatis, to ſubmit themſelues to, and make vſe of, 
and profit by, reprocfes, threatnings, or chaſtiſements, And 
the reaſon of this ex!:Ortation, is both from the motine that 
ſhould perſ'» ac/ethen: thereunto,and the end that they ſhould 
propoſe ro te:nſelues therein, 2ndthe happie ſuccefſe which 
they ſhould inde thereby, that rhey may be wiſe in their latter 
end, that their wiſedome may bee manifeſted, and they reape 
the fruire thereof intheir old age, or whenſocuer they are reas 
die to depart out ofthe world, not bur that hee would haue 
men to be wife alfo betore, but ro norte, that all that time their 
heauenly witedome will tandthemin beſt ſeed, 


Verſ.21. Yany denices are in the hart of man : but the conn- 
ſell of tic Lord that ſhall ſtand, 


Any denices are in the heart of man.) Sundrie thoughts 

are in cheir minds,of hopes,aud doubts,and defires,and 
ſotheyrofNe matters too and fro in their imaginations, how 
they may auoide that which they feare, and accompliſh that 
whicl. chey defire,and yer feldome bringthem to any effeR,or 
when they doe,itis not by force of their plotting or forecaſt, 
But the rounſell of the Lord it ſhall fand; his will ſhall take 
place, whartceuer hee hath determined ſhall ſucceed, whether 
mens likings beto it,or 2gainſt rt, 


Verſ.22. The deſire of aan is his goodnes : and apoore man 
is bettey then a lier, 


== deſire of a man] That which euery man ought moſt to 
wiſh and labour for in himſclfe, and to efiecme and _ 
men 
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mendin others, is bis goodnes, his pictic andreligion towards 
God,his met c16,truth, a:d vprightdealing; rowards men, and 
nota g1eats {r>re, 21G ear:hly pomm%y2,and he that in this man» 
ner dou g- £4,500 13 farrbiall 2ug true tough hee be poore, 
not bawing tore and abuadance of ourwaid poſh: thons,is bet= 
ger, in happ1cr cate,254 more regarded of Cod,and good men, 
then a har , then an wmpivvs, voprofirable, and falſe man, 
though he be neuet ſo wealchis, 


Verſe 22, The feave of the Lordleadeth to life and hethat is 
indued there with, ſb4{'7 - 144me ſatis fied,and ſhail not be viſited 
with emill, 


OR Lor4' Sound pietie and religion, a rene- 
rence of his Mateſte, wyncd with an vnt ved love ther= 
of, leadeth ro life, is by Gods free goodaefle accoriing to bis 
promiſe through Teſus Chirift, rewarded with « blefled ai.da 
comfortable lite in chis world,and a glorious and eternall lite 
inthe world to come, ard he that is endned therewith. ſha” re- 
maine ſtis/ied: the man iu whom this holy feare (iwelleth, 
ſhall «cichcr waue woimcrable want, nor in fears or davger 


thereot,bu? ſhall lodge ſarrsſird,as the word hgnifierb,ſhal con- g,hee if jo 
Rantly haue competent prouifion, 1 the night hee ſhall oot y;,, | 


care tor the day following, nor this day be doubttull tow he 
ſhall doe to morrow, but hee by whole prouidence hee 15 {u- 
Rained at one time, will nor faile to minitter whartocuer is 
needfull at all rimes. And ſhall not be viſited with exill,ſhall not 
be plagued with hurtfull calamities, and yet ſometimes tried 
with ſharpe adverſtties : and fo are the rwo former promiſes 
touching life,and plentie,to be vnderſtopd,thar they are ſecu- 
red onely from a curſed death.or penurie, which are puniſh- 
ments of ſinnc,and Fgnes of Gods diſpleaſure, 


Verſ.24. The /lathfull hideth his hand mhis boſome, and will 
wot put it to his month 4gaine, 


Alemon hath often tolde ys the nature and qualitie of the 
flochfull, and the miſeric and want, wha}: of force they 
X 2 mult 
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muſt endure,by meanes of their \lu png 
becauſe the number ofthem doth daily increaſe,and this hurt 
full vice groweth Rronger, and more violent in them, he con. 
renterh not himſelfe with ſo many aduertiſements, which hee 
hath alreadie giuen vs, but tothe end that wee _ take more 
heed of ic,or clſe be more inexcuſable,and iudged worthie of 
greater penurie : he repeatech here againe the miſchiefe that 
it worketh in him ouer whom it getteth dominion,deſcribin 
the ſame by an byperbolicall, or exceſſue kinde of ſpeaking, 
ſaying,that he hideth his hand in his boſome, not ſettingit to 
worke,but withholding it from labour,a»d w:ll not put it to his 
mouth againe : to auoide the cold,and for loue of eaſe,he hol- 
deth it in a warme place, and though the diſtance be but ſmall 
betweene the boſome and the mouth, yet hee is vnwilling to 
bring it fromthe one to the other, ſo much as to feede him- 
ſelfe : for though hee doe it, (compelled thereunto by neceſli- 
tie) yet he doth it with difficultie and griefe, as it is ſaidin an 
other chapter, 

Not that hee ſetteth ſo little by his meate; fornone are ſo 
hungrie after hony,as the idle Drones : but it is a torment yn- 
rothem to take any paines for it: their defire is, that others 
ſhould trauell for them,and pur their meat into their mouthes 
alſo,if ſhame would permit it, | 

So then, the hands of lazie perſons are as it were bound 
with the loue of caſe, which they preferre before matters of 
profit and neceſſitie z eſpecially concerning the ſoule, and the 
ſpirituall food thereof, euenthe word of God ; whereby only 
it i5 to be ſuſtained, 


Verſ.25, Smite a ſcorner, that the fooliſh may beware : and 
reproue the prudent,and he will ynderitand tnowleage. 


oO rs. Either put to death;if thou bee a Magiſtrate of that 
authoritie, and the cauſe ſo require, or otherwiſe puniſh 
according to thy place, the ſcorner, a refraQarie perſon, him 
that contemneth and deriderh all admonitions and inſtructi- 


ons,one,of whom there is no hope of amendment: for a {cor 
| net 


fu 8; Forage 


ERS AY» 2» FS. 
An SS 3-5, ou 


Go 


EE Ie IE es | 


Ve 


Ret 
ſuc 
£0 « 
the 
the 


e 
hat! 
nee 
ther 
will 
refo/ 


V 
chaſ, 


A 


and t 
as mt 
Or Cal 
and rr 
awa 
wes. \ 
her aff 
that 
out of 
humar 
he driu 
yea ex 
doores 


Vert 
on that 


| Boe 
wal 


TT EE Eng 


L *4*/ SIHL 3-8, bo 


Jos. 


CES 


yerfe 26.27. Proven. 299 


ner is in the _ degree of tranſgreſſion, that the foolyſh, Plal.rt, 


ſuch as through fimplicity and ignoranceare carried forwards 
to euill, way beware, may bee better brought to a ſipht of 
their faults, and the danger thereof, and penitently reforme 
their waies, 

eAnd reprone the prudent, giue an eafie rebuke to himthar 
hath wiſedome,and he will underftand knowledge, he ſhall not 
needto bee ſmitten, as the ſcorner, nor bee broughtto lee 0- 
thers puniſhed,as the fooliſh, but an admonition or reproofe 
will ſufficiently worke ypon him, both for information and 
reformation, 


Verſe 26. 4 leaud and ſhameful child ſpeileth his father,and 
echaſeth away his mother, 


Leaud and ſhameful child)One that is graceleſſe,and gi- 

uen to rior,and other hrfull waies, whereby hisparenrs 
and triends are made aſhamed, ſpoileth his father, doth him 
as much harme,as if he brake into his houſe, and. robbed him, 
or came asan open enemy to make ſpoile of all that hee hath : 
and mapy ſpare not their parents tate indeed, bur erther filch 
away their goods, and ſet themindebrand arrcareages, by 
their waſtfulneſſe, andchaſeth away his mother, ſo alicnater 
her affeQtion from him,by his rude and rebellious behauiour, 
that ſhe flieth as it were his preſence,and is glad when ſhee is 
out of his ſight : and ſomtime groweth ro that vnnaturallin» 
humanicie,and morethen barbarous and ſauage outrage, that 
he driueth her our ofhis preſence by railing & bitter ſpeeches, 
yea expelleth her out of the houſe, and turneth her out of 
doores,when once he commerh to his inheritance, 


Verl. 27, L-an: off, my ſonne,to heare any more the inſtrufti- 
"n that cauſeth thee toerre from the wards of knowledge. 


Eaxe off, my ſonne | Though in former times when thou 
waſt the diſciple of decciuers,andche child of wrath, thy 
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eare was open, and readie to heare ſuch leſſons as poyloned 
thy heart, yecnow that thouart become. the ſcholer of mee 
Wiſedome, and begotten to bee my child, as being Gods 
child, now deſiſt from that hurtfall and pernicious courſe, 
ceaſe te heare any more the inſtruftion, that peſtilent and infe, 
Rious counſell and doctrine, which is deliueredtor inliuQi. 
en, and carrieth a (hew of truthand wiſedome, agd yer will 
cauſe thee to erre from the words of kxowledge, enher peruer- 
ting thy mind with erropious opinios, or corrupting thy hart 
with finfull affeRions,or deprauing thy waies with leaud and 
wicked behauiour, ſo that either thou ſhalt not vnderſtand 
the words of knowledge, the heauenly doctrines of Gods holy 
word, wherebyſound kvowledge is obtaincd,or clic wiltbce 
inticed to tranſgriefle them. 


Verl. 28. Awicked witneſſe mocketh at indgersent, and the 
meurh of the ungodly ſwallowe:h vp iniquitie. 


Wicked witneſſe | A witncſle of Belial, as it is in the He- 

' Abrew text,one that the diucl himſclfe,and his owne wic- 
ked diſpolition ſubborneth to periurie and deale cortuptly, 
mocketh at indgement, not onely giuerh in falſe euidence, but 
doth the ſame of ſet purpoſe, maliciouſly, and without any 
fear,making no more account cither of right cauſes,or of Ma- 
giltrates that are placed to.cxecute iullice,or of God himſelf 
that will puniſh falſe witnefles, then of a ie(t, or things to bee 
laughed at. And the.aouth of the vngod'y will ſwallow vp ini- 
quizie, This hee alleageth as a reaſon of that his vntruth and 
ftalſhood in wiznes- bearing, becauſe bee is deſperately (infull 
and bad in all his. behauiour. Hy mouth, himſelfe vile wretch, 
yetthe mouth is mentioned becauſe of the alle goric, ſwalls- 
weth vp injigutyecoramitteth all villagies, with as great de- 
light and pleature, as dzunkuds doe Rrongdrinke, or glut 


tons delicious mcates. 
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Vecſ.29.But indgements are prepared for theſe ſcorners aud 
fripes for the backe of fooles, 


; = behauiour oftheſe contempruous perſons was decla- 
Ki redin the former ſentence, and their recompence follow- 
eth in this : for all their cunnin 'S and ſcorning ſpeeches,indge- 
ments, puniſhments,many,and of diuers forts : for the plurall 
" number noteth the multitude and yoricty ofthem : are prepa- 
| redfor ſcorners, not onely appointed, but ready to bee execu- 
| ted ypon them, either by the Magiſtrate, or elſe by che Lord 
3 himſelfe in this lie, or in rhat which is to come, or in both, 


| 3 And ſtripes for the backe of foo'es, ſnarpe and ſeuere plagues, 
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| reſembledbythe icourging of bondmen, are ina readineſſe 
? both for the toules and bodies of theſe malicious and incorri- 

LE gible fooles, which ſhall nor lightly bee chaſtened, bur grie+ 

be ! uouſly,andextremely rormented, to their deſtruction, For the 

|: prleparation doth argue ſome exquiſite torture,as fire prepa- Mar.25.4r. 
* redforthediuclland his angels: and Tophet prepared of old Eſai.z0.33. 


&- | for thar curſed King of Aſ#r,&c, 
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e Verſ. r. 17ine 55 a mocker, and ſrong drinke ts raging, and 
ee * whoſoener deceived thereby, ſhall not be wiſe, 

w- | 

1nd DING [ne |Needleſly,or immoderately taken,ic a mor- 


ber, maketh him a mocker which intempernte» 

< ly abuſeth it : and freng drinks is raging, cau- 

| NEAfEE ferh them that are ouer-gone therewith, to 

de (2,4 Ep brawle, contend, breake forth into outrage, 

ot" |: ardgoetogether by the eares; And whoſoener is deceined by it, 

enciced by the colour,or taſt of it,to exceed init, by drinking 

too ofcen, or too fnuch, ſhall nor bee wiſe, cither with diuine 

a | wiſedome, or humane, but ſhew himſelfe a foole, and reape 
the fruit of his follie, 
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Verſ.2.The feare of the King is like the roaring of a Lion:he 
that prouoketh him to anger, [mneth againit his owne ſoule, 


Hefeareof the King] His wrath, which ſtriketh aterrour 
s rm their hearts, with whom he ſheweth himſelfe offen. 
ded, is like the roaring of a Liou, very feartull and dangerous; 
he that pronoketh him to anger, which incurreth his indigng. 
tion by diſobedience,or any ill demeanour, ſinneth again? hi 
ewne ſoule, not onely defileth his ſoule wirh the tranſgroſſion 
of Gods holy Law, bur purterh his life in greatperill, andex- 
poſeth the ſame to the ſentence of death, 


Verl. 3. It ir an honour for a man to ceaſe from ſtrife : but e- 
wery foole will be mealing, 


| ks an honour for a man | It.maketh for his praiſe, and pro. 
curcth the tongues and hearts. of men to giue hima good 
teſtimonie,to ceaſe from ſtrife, cither not to enter into it atal], 
if ypon good conditions, without wrong to luſtice,or righte- 
os caſcs meet to be maintained, he may bee freed from it, or 
elſc ro breake off, and pur an endtherero, with as much celeri- 
ty as may be conuenient : bt exery foole will be medling, ſuch 
as are ynwiſe on the other (ide, doe loue contentions, and de- 
light co bee ftirring and triving vpon euery ſlight occaſion, 
Thus ſtandeth the oppoſition: Itis a mans honour to ceaſe 
from trife,and every wiſe man will endeauour to keepe him- 
ſelfe quiet : but is a mans reproch to be contentious, yet every 


foole will be medling, 


Ver. 4. The ſlathfull will not plow becauſe of Winter, wherte- 
fore he ſhall beg in ſunimer and haue nothing. 


"ge will not plow becauſe of winter | Heere isa de- 

ſcription of atender and fearefixl ſluggard, Indeed win- 

ter is cold,and the weather then ſomtimes bicing, bur yetitis 

aſcaſon mcet for plowing, which becauſe the aire isnip ing 
p p , 21 
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and ſharp, he letteth alone;by which maner of ſpeech is meant, 
that a ſmall matter will eafily Ray an idle perſon from follow. 
ing his calling,herfore he ſballbeg,ſhall be driuento ſeek re= 
liefe at other mens hands, in ſommer, in harueſt when his 
neighbors that tooke paines in duc time, are reaping of their 
commodities, and enioy. plenty, which will bee the greater 
eye-ſore and heart-griefe ynto him, becauſe it i> inthenature 
of ſluggards to be enuious,and bane nothing, he ſheweth the 
cauſe of his begging,namely,pennuric and need, when all his 
ſubance is conſumed:& ſomtimes it falleth out alſo by Gods 
righteous prouidence, to bee the ſucceſle of his begging,thar 
no man ſhall be moued with compaſſion towards him,to mi- 
nifter any,or at leaſt ſufficient food or apparell vnto him, 


Verſ. 5. The counſel! in the heart of a man is like deepe was 
ters,but a man of underitanding will draw it out. 


— connſell in the heart of a man] The ſecret intent of his 
mind and purpoſe of his heart,which is like deep waters,is 
by ſome diucrs times {ſo cunningly hidden, and clolcly con- 
cealed inthe ſecret corners and bottome ofthe ſoute, thar it is 
a hard matterto ſound or perceiuethe ſame. But 4 man of vn- 
derit anding wil draw it out; he that is indued with wiledome 
and diſcretion,will diſcouer and apprehend whar praQtiſes are 
inhand,and what matters are like to be attempred.So it com+ 
meth to paſſe often, but not alwaies, nor neceſlarily, becauſe 
good men are nor ſeldome circumuented by the wiles and 
craftic deuiſes ofthe wicked, 


Verſ.6. Many men will boa#t enery one of his goodneſſe, buz 
who ſhall find a {.1ithfullman ? 


Any men Proud and yaine- glorious perſons which are 
many,well boaſt enery one of þ1s goodnes,will publiſh and 
ſet abroad the comendable qualities which they take to be in 
themſelues,& the kindnes and benefits which they performe 


to-others ; bus who.can find afaithfullman ? The m—_—_— 
doth 


doth import an impoſſibilicy,that faithfull men are not onel 
rare, but none art all; yer his meanirg is notabſolucelyrthar 
there are none faithful(tor thatwould contradiQ other Scrip. 
tures, which have teſtifiedof the yprightnes of ſundry gogd 
meby name, & deſc ribedthe integrity of others which arenor 
particularly metioned)bur that among theſe braggers, which 
are ſo forwardto magnifie rhemſclues, & celebrate heir owne 
praiſes,there is not one farhfiull man ro be found, which doth 
good with a good conſcience, in finglenefle of heart towards 
God, andloue and compaſſion to his brethren, 


Verſ. 7. He wbichwa/keth in bi vprightneſſe « init : nnd 
bl:ſedſhall bis children be afier him, 


H E which walketh in his yprightnes]That without diffim!. 
lation,conttancly endeauoureth to obey the wil of God, 
Iabouring to know all that the Lord requirethat his hang,and 
as much as he can performe, al that he knoweth,and that with 
defire to glorifie him, and likewiſe with hope to bee rewarded 
himſclfe, & in#t, perfeRly righteous by the merits of Chr:it 
without him,and righreous by the nk of Gods holy ipirit 
within him: axd b/-/edſhll bis children be after Lim, it ſhall 
both go well with himielfe while he lineth/for ſo mich i5 in» 
tended inthis fentence,though nor expreſly mentio;1ec | and 
with his pofterity alſo who ſhall ſucceed him, So dot!. be viu- 
2lly blefſe his ſeruants, bur not zt all times, ſome being other- 
wiſerecompenſed, and not in this manner: for many godly 
men haue no chil'ren at all, and others leaue ſuch vclind 
them,as proue vnhappy and gracelctic. 


Verſ.8. A King that jitteth 91 the Throne of indgement che» 
ſeth away exery one that is exill, 


Any TThe ſupreme Magiftrateprincipaily,znd others al- 
fo of great authorny, ſitting vpor the T hrone of mitice 
executing his office faithfully,chaſerh away every em! ot, at, 
frighcerh keaud malefaRors, andcirhcr cutteththem oft, o, 
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otherwiſe puniſheththem, or they amend their waies, or flie 
out ofhis iuriſdiction, or at the leaſt from his preſence: with 
his eyes, by looking into cauſes, and taking knowledge of of- 
fences, whether ic be by fight or hearing, and therwith alſo he 
daunteth the wicked that appeare before him, his lookes and 
countenance being terrible ynto them, 


Verſ. 9. Who can ſay,'l bane cleanſed my heart, '"ampue 


from ſinne ? | 


\\ 7 Ho cen ſay | Who can truly and with good warrant 
V afficme, [ haye cleanſe my heart, I have vuerly, and 
for ever freed my felte from all vnlawfull deGres,Celights,pur- 
poſes,cogitations and morions, He beginneth at the heart, be» 
cauſeit is the fountaine, or at Jealt the ceficrne trom whence £ 
corruption lowerh;which yer muſt be vaderfiood of his own 
natural power,and not of grace :and of perſe&tion, and not of 
fncerity:tor the Prophet doth truly profeſſethat he had clean Plal. 73-13. 
ſed his Cent in his tentation it ſeemed to be in maine, 
which he did by the fpirit of God,and in part, aud by degrees, 
I emcleane from ſm, wy nature, (oule and waies are all pure, 
nothing can belaid to my charge, for ynlawfull thoughts, vn» 
rightcous ations, ynfruittu! ſpeeches, good duties at any time 
omitred,or ſinful works ever committed; meaning by that in- 
terrogation,that no man hath power ſo.to walke,nor any rea- 
ſon ſo to boa, Notwithſtanding, this is nothing againf thax 
faying of S. Puul : Who ſhall lay any thing tothe Ao of Gods Rom.8.33. 
choſen? !t is God that iu/ifieth. For hee there ſpeaketh of that 
innocency that the godly attaine vnto by remifſion of their 
fins in Gogs preſence, who hauing recciued (atisfattion for 


them : and Sa/omon here (peakerh of another matter, that no 

man is throughly purged from originall corruption, and the 

impure humours that iſſue our of it. Neither let any man ob- 
jet that of $. /4h», Whoſoexer is borne of God ſinneth not: for ,, Toh.z. s. 

he ſpeaketh.not in tharplace of the pratile, but the dominion 

AICZCencrairc man yecldeth- not obedience vntoit, 

as 
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a5 a ſlaue to his maſter, but is taken captiue, or recciuetha 


wound,as a ſouldier from his enemy, 


Verſ. 10. Dizers weights, and diner? meaſures, exen bath 
theſe are abomination to the Lord, 


ſners weights] One heauier, another lighter, and diner; 

meaſures, one greater, another lefle, xo buy with the 
greater weight, and greater meaſure,and to ſell by the leſſe or 
lighter,or witha jv{t weight and mcaſureto ſellto the wiſer 
ſort,and with the vniutt to the ſimpler, hom they may eafily 
deceiue,both theſe,and all ſuch kinde of crafty and couctous 
dealing,are abemgnation to the Lord, ſuch abominabie IN1QUi= 
tic as = Lord will ſurely and ſharpely reuenge,and puniſh, 


Verſe 11. Ewen aohild will make knoWvne by his conner ſation, 
whether he bepure,and whether bis worke beright. 


>," comm young nor old can ſolie hid, bur that they will by 
one meanes or other,at one time or other, bewray what 
manner of perſons they are, and what manner of deeds they 
doe, Ifany may bee vnknowne, & not made manifeſt in both 
thoſe reſpects, ſurely thoſe of younger yeres are moli ikelyto 
beethey,who are not tried in ſuch dealings, nor in ſo many 
matters as men of riper age,and yet here ir is taught, that exen 
acbilda youngling, being yer tender, & not growne to mans 
eltate,rill mate himſelfe knu#wne by his conner ſation, by his be- 
hauior,by his geſtures, by his ſpeech, by the courſe of his pra- 
Qiſes,whether be be pare,whether there be vprightnes & plain 
meaning in him, without difſimulation, or grofſc & profeſſed 
leaudnes,and whether his work be right, whether that which he 
preſently doth, be with an honeſt mind performed, & whether 
he belike totakea good courſe in the reſt of hife to come. For 
even young plants declare by their growing and budding, 
What trees they willproue to be,and what fruit they wil beare 
hereafter ; ſo little ones often ſhew berimes, what expeCtati- 
on isto behad of them; they minitter matrer of hope, or feare 
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to them that conuerſe with them, and defire to ſee grace and 
picticin them, Thisis a dutie laid ypon cuery childe,ſo ſoone 
as he is of ay diſcretion, and capable of inttruQtion, tizat hee 
ſhould enter foorth-with into the good way,and walke con« 
Rantly therein, howbeit wee confeſſe that many faile therein, 
either through want of: good education, and bringing vp,or 
yeelding afterwards to the luſts of youth, decline and fall a« 
re. from this rowardlinefſe, which at the firſt appeared in 
tnem, 


Verſ.12.The Lord hath mad: both theſe,euen the eare which 
heareth,and the eye which ſeeth. 


Is meaning is, that the Lord hath formed the whole 

man, all the parts of his body, though hee nameth onel 
theſe two, as the (cates and inftrumenrs of thoſe noble ſenſes 
of hearing, and ſceing, which are mentioned with them, and 
theſe,together with all the reſt, he enableth and quickneth to 
doe their office, 

Many haue eyes,and yetare depriued of the vſe and benefit 
thereof : many haue eares, and yer are oppreſſed with ſuch 
deaffenes,as that they vnderſtand little of that which is ſpoken 
ynto them; many haue legs, and feere,and are poſſefitd with 
ſuch lameneſle, as that they canneicher runne nor goe : many 
haue armes and hands, and yet are ſo full of imbecillitie, and 
weaknefſle, with palfics,and ether diſcaſes,as that they are able 
to doe no manner of worke, But as the naturall vſe of mans 
ſenſes,and members,arc of Gods creation, and by his bleſhng, 
ſo after a ſpeciall manner is the ſpirituall, being promiſed as a 
peculiar fauour to his owne cle&t, who onely enioy the effica- 
eie,from yertue,and fruite of his Goſpell. Then (faith the Pro- Ifai.z5,5.6; 
phet) ſhall the eyes of the blinde be lightened, and the cares of 
the deaffe beopened. Then ſhall the lame man leape, as an Hart, 
and the dumme mans tongue ſhall ſing. | 


che Verſ.t3. 
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Verſe 13. Lowe not ſleepe,leſt thow come nts poxertie ; open 
thine EE thou PET et fiedwith bread. P opex 


One not ſleep, Though God grant thee libertie to take thy 
; B=— and to refreſh thy wearie body with ſleepe, yer lone it 
wot, delight not too much in it, giue noc thy ſelte vato it, nor 
vic itexccfliucly,nor otherwiſc giue ouer thy ſelfe toſlothful. 
nes: for ynder immoderare {leepe which is one exerciſe there» 
of,he comprehendeth all the reſt /oft chow come ro powertie,this 
he alleageth as a reaſon, why he would not haue men 40 betoo 
ſleepy and flochfull, becauſe ſuch idlenes begetrerh and bring- 
eth forth beggerie. Open thine eyer,be watchful, and diligent- 
by apply thy bufineſſe in thy calling:for many are too wakeful 
or playes,andcards,and dice,and dauncing,anddrinking,and 
other diſorders : and thow ſhalt be ſatisfied with bread, ir ſhall 
oc well with thee,and by thine honeſt labours and induſtry, 
thou ſhalt poſſeſſe, if not abundance of all things needtull for F 
thine eftare, yer enough, and ſo much as chou ſhalt be content 
with,and by Gods bleffing finde very ſufficient. = allthe 
| Accout 
Verſ.14.1t is naught,it is naught, ſaith the buyer : but when 
be is gone apart,he boaſteth, b Ver 


= naught, it is nanght,| Albeit the ware cheapened be 
good,and well worth the price demanded by the ſeller, yet 
the couetous buyer,ws the end hee may get ir berter cheape, 
whiles hee is bidding money for ir diforaerh ico the ytter- 
moli:but wh? he js gore apart,he boaſteth,after he hath bought 
thething, and behinde the ſellers backe,he praiſeth his bar- 
gaine,both for the goodnefle ofthe pron and for the 
good peny-worth which he had therein. And hereby in like 
. manner the diſpolitionand behaviour of the ſeller isto be vv- 
derftood, which is as forwards to extoll, and ſet outthat which 
is bad,as the other to finde fault with that which is good. For 
ifthey be both falſe and wicked,as this teſtimonie concerneth 

nou 
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none other, they will depart with their owne,with no more 
truth, and equitie, then they ſeeke to come by another mans, 
andthe Lord doth as much looke into,and loathe the iniuftice 
of the one, as of the other, 


Verſ.1 5. There is gold,and a multitude of precions fones: but 
the lips of knowledge are a precious lewell, 


He abilitie,and conſcience,and yſe of fruitfull peaking is 

here commended by Compariſon, being preferred before 
thoſe things which are of greateſt eſtimation in the world, 
there is gold, grear ſtore of ir, in Myacs,in Coyne, in Plate, in 
Chaines,and Ornaments,& diuerſly vſed,8& much defired, and 
ſetby,and a nmltitude of precrons ſtones, great varietic ofrich 
Iemmes, as Diamonds, Carbuncles, Rubies, Iaſpers,Saphires, 
Emerauds,8c.and many ofthe ſcuerall ſorts of theſe, bat the 
lips of knowledge,the mouth,and lips of a godly wiſe man, vt- 
tering that ſound and holy knowledge which dwellech in his 
heart,are a precioxs Jewell, furmount,and are more worth then 
all the treaſures before mentioned, and therefore more to be 
accounted of, 


Verſ.16, Take his garment that is ſuretie for a ſtrange man, 
and make him giue apledge that yndertaketh for a ſtrange wo- 
man, 


" Ake his garment) Receiue a ſufficient pawne ofhim, ail 
rovide tor thine owne indemnitie, that thou be not de» 
frauded of that which thou lendeſt, and if no berter ſecuritie 
can bee giuenthee, receiue and keepe his Cloake, or Gowne, . 
or Coate,that is ſwretie for a ſtranger, which giueth his word 
for ſuch as he ought nor: for ſome vnacquainted with vs,ma 
bee vndertaken Br in their diſtrefſes, when theirncede Joth 
iuſtly require that helpe,which wee cannot of our ſelves minis 
ſtervnto them, and yet may procure by avr word, at another 
mans hand : and ſome weli knowne vato ys,and of our neereſt 


kindred, may be rangers inthis caſc,yeathe Letter —_— 
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the more vnfit that we ſhould promiſe for them, hauing expe. 
rience of their vnſufficiencie, or vnfaithfulnes, And make hing 
leaue a gage that vndertakgth fer a ſirange woman, A ſtrange 
woman in the Scriptures,is vſually and euery where, for oak 
weremember to the contraty,taken for an harlot, or whoriſh 
woman; the ſenſe ſeemeth to bee,that if as man would offer 
to giuehis word for an harlots debrs, or take yp oughtin his 
owne name to beſtow on a whore, he ſhould not be taken, nor 
haue any thing lent vnto him, without a morgage, or compe= 
ent pledge, or ſuch ſound ſpecialty, as will certainly coug- 
teruaile thefumme which he is bound for, The liberty and lj. 
mitation of ſuretiſhip hath been ſomwhat more ſpoken of in 
the clenenth Chapter,verſ{.15. 


Verſ. 17. The bread of deceit is ſweet to a mat : but after- 
wards his mouth ſhall be filled with graxel, 


His whole ſentence is allegoricall, wherein vnlawfull 

gaine is reſembled to food, the delight that it firſt brin- 
geth co the pleaſanc raſte of delitious meates, the minde to 4 
mans mouth, and the miſchiefes that follow to grit,or little 
Rones,which are very offenſiue to the teeth, The bread of de 
deit, all manner of maintenance,or commodities, craftily,cru- 
elly,or by any vniuſt meanes compaſſed, and gorten,is ſweet 
ro a man,maketh a worldling andan ynrightcous perſon ioy- 
full and glad : bt afterwards, cither in his life time, or athis 
geath,or inthe world co come, bis month ſbal be filled with gra- 
well, ſome great and grieuous miſcries ſhall befall him, For ei- 
ther his conſcience will Ring and bite him, and ſo he ſhall bee 
vexed with feares and horrours, or eNe the hand of God will 
inflit puniſhment and plagues ypon him,andſo hee ſhall bee 
ouerwhelmed with mani and corments., 


 Verſar8, Eftabliſh thy thoughts by counſel, and by prudent 
aauiſe make warre, 


EE giveth in theſe words a caucat, that nomenfhould 
cane t00 much on his own judgement,nor too _ 
y 


« 
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reſolue on enterpriſes, without mature deliberation, and 
ound direRion, Efabliſh thy thoughts by counſell, that thy 
purpoles be not variable and yncon(tant,and thar thy procee- 
dings be not without proſperous ſucceſle,and ſo vncomforta« 
ble : make as ſure worke as thou canſt, both to confirme thy 
mind, and to manage thine affaires inthe beſt manner, and 
therefore communicate thy matters with ſuch thy friends as 
are both wiſe and faithfull, And looke well to this that Gods 
holy word be one, and the chiefe,cuen beſt regarded, and moſt 
obeyed of all thy counſellors, ſo thatnothing bee praiſed, or 
hearkened to,againſtit, Andby prudent aanice make warre,el- 

cially in all matters of weight,of which ſort war is, (where- 
in the eſtates of Countries, and the lives of many perſons are 
hazardedYer- nothing be raſhly atrempred,bur all things well 
confideredof,and conſultation had with men of picty,ynder- 
Randing, skill,and experience, 


Verſe 19. With him that goeth about as 4 ſlanderer, diſclo- 
fing a ſecret, and with him that flatteretb with hu lips, iogne nod 
thy ſelfe. 


} 
Pf m— good thing to take counſel), yer it is not fafe | | 

| 

' 


for a man to communicate his affairesto all ſorts of per= 
ſons: for if a ſecretbce not kept, counſellis made fruſtrate, 
Wherefore hee giueth a caucat to beware, among others, of 
two kinds of people eſpecially, wherof the firſt are ſlanderers, 
and tale-rellers, wtom ( as hee did inthe eleuenth Chapter, 
yerſ..x 3.) he reſembleth ro Pedlers, who mingle ſundry forts ; 
of wares together, and goe fromplaceto place to vtter thoſe þ | 
things which they haue receiued from others, for that they | 
tell chat to this man, which they heard of that, and wander | 
hither and thither to gather vp tales to tell whereſocucr was (| 
come,and commonly reportthem otherwiſe, and farre worſe | 
then they heard them; neicheris chere any thing, rhar they can | 
conccale, what dangers or miſchicfes ſocuer the diſcloſing of Fd 
ic will rocure., 


Oithe ſecond kinde are larterers, np as ill ſpeake Gy 
al 
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and gloze with their tongues, pretending Joue,and profeſſing 
good liking, when they doe onely ſound thee to be made ac. 
quainted wirh thy purpoſes, 


Verſ{.20, He that curſeth his father or his mother, ſhall baue 
bis light put in extreme darkeneſſe. 


H E that curſeth his father or mother | Which vitercth im- 
precations,railing andreuiling ſpeeches, ſcoffes & ieſts, 
or any manher of deſpitefull words againſt both his parents, 
or cither ofthem.to their face, or behind their backes,or after 
what ſort ſocuer hee declareth by his words the bitrerneſle of 
his heart, to bring them to conterpr, and to profeſle ho 
lightly and baſely hee efteemeth ot chem, ſhall hawe his /1ght 
put ont in extreme darkeneſſe, all his proſperity, which inthe 
Scripture is often compared to light, ſhall be turned into woe 
agd miſery,w hich is viſually tearmed by the name of darknes, 
And this he ſheweth ſhall not be ordinarie, and (uch an affli. 
Rion as common faults are correted withall, but exceeding 
gricuous and fearefull,as appeareth by the Epithere extrreame, 
or as itis irithe Hebrew text, the blacknefle of darkneſle, 


Verſ.21. An heritage t ha#tily gotten at the beginning, but 
the end thereof ſhall not be bleſſed. 


AY heritage| Lands, goods, money, offices, or promoti- 
ons,and the like, i haftrly gotten at the beginning, 1s of 
many wicked men quickly atchiued by euill meanes, #ut the 
end thereof ſhall not be bleſſed, the iſſue of ic ſhall bee vnhappy 
& —_ inthis reſpe&that it is a ſnare to their ſoules, 
and toppeth their way from erernall lite, and partly inthis, 
that ir is like to be as badly ſpent as it was ill gotten, and hee 
that roſe yp to wealth ſo ſuddenly,may as ſuddenly, or by le 
ſore fall into want; as it is ſaid, thar 4 man with a wickedeye 
haſteth to riches,and knoweth not that powerty ſhall come go 
him. And the thoughts of the diligent doe ſurely bring abwr- 
dance : but whoſoener is haſty commeth ſwrely ro pp 
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partly in this that it bringeth them many perturbations and 
troubles whiles they retaine it, 


Verſ.22. Say not, I will recompence exill, waite on the Lord, 
ard he will ſane thee, 


Ay not, I will recompence enill) Be ſofarre from reuenging 

thy ſelfe indeed, for iniuries done vnto thee, as not in 
words to threaten,or in minde to purpoſe any vengeance. But 
Waite on the Lord commend thy cauſe vnto him, and (tay his 
leiſure till he deliuer thee,and he will ſave thee, he faith not,hee 
will reuenge thee,and plague them, though he will do fo, vn- 
leſſe our aduerſaries repent, yet he would not haue vs ſo much 
to thinke of,or deſire that,as to put our truſt in him, referring 
our ſelues wholly to that which ſeemeth him good to doe, 
without defiring hurt tothem which do ys hurt : defence and 


ſalvation to our lelues is that which wee mult ſeeke for, and Mat.5.44. 


pray (as our Sauiour both did and taught) that our enemies 
may rather be pardoned then puniſhed, Now theſe words ar 
added ro the tormer,buth asa reaſorr thereof, and an anſwere 
toan obiection that might bee vrged,orat leaſt conceived a- 
gain(t the Preceptin the firſt clauſe : If I revenge not wrongs, 
I (hall be vndone with wrongs, euery man will boldly tread 
ypon me. Nay, faith hee,there is no ſuchperill,the Lord will 
toke the cauſe into his hand, and helpe thee, and though it bee 
not ſo apparantat firſt, yer thou ſhalt perceiue it at laſt that 
he is thy proreQtor, it being his office to defend the innocent, 
and opprefſed, And whereas itis ſaid thathe willfaue ſuch as 
waite vypon him, it is not ſoto be ynderſtood, that hee will al- 
waies deliver them that are wronged from their preſent mo- 
leftations and troubles,that the aduerſarie ſhall be compelled 
to ſurceaſe his praGtiſes : for many are vexed and purſued as 
long as they ſue, and yer depend ypon God with faith and pa- 
tience : but though they continue in afflitions til their death, 
yet herein they fade him true of his promiſe, that hee maketh 
them overcome their enemies, and aduerfities,and are yitori- 
ous by faith and patience, and thereby obtaine eternall ſal- 

Y 3 uation, 


374 PrRovunEs Chey.10, 
vation,to the whichthe children of God ought principally to 
aſpire, 


Verſ. 23. Diners weights are abomination to the Lord, and 
deceitfull balances are not gogd, 


mers weights are ab»mination to the Lord] The Lord 
D doth hate the finne which is committed by making of 
reater and ſmaller weights and meaſures, whereby men are 
defrauded of their right ; and as he-detefleth the ſinne,fo will 
he plague the ſinner,and make him talte of his diſpleaſure, aud 
deceirfull balances are not good, Balances by which men vſeto 
deccive, aybeing too little, or too great, .or any way fraudu. 
lent,are not _— neither be they allowed as lawfull and war. 
rantabl>, but condemned as vninſt and infull, neither bring 
they any profit to thoſe that vſe them, though for atimethey 
ſceme gainfull ynto them, bur turre to their hurt anddetti- 
ment,as atlaſt they ſhall find in their eftates,or conſciences, 


Verſ. 24. The ſteps of man are of the Lord : and what doth a 
wan underitand of bis way t 


"He /leps of man are of the Lord] The Lord by his provi- 
dence hachthe appointment of the cogitarions,purpoles, 
ations, and ſpeeches of all men, together with the ſucceſſes, 
and cuents of al that they deale in,their goings out, their com- 
mings in, their mouings and tirrings are not by their owne 
Nrength, bur by the power and will of the Almighty: a child 
that cannot go alone, but is borne in armes, hath not ſomuch 
affiſtauce from the Nurce or keeper to yphold him,or to teach 
him how to goe, or ſet his foot forwards, as the wilckt, ot 
frongeftreceiueth from God, And after aſpeciall mannerby 
his grace and ſpirit, hee direRerh and guideth the hearrsand 
waies of his people for his owne ſeruices,and heir ſaluation. 
«And what doth 4 man wnderſtand of bis way ? Who bath 
wiſedome and knowledge of himſelfe rightly to order his 
adlaircs,andto diſcerne the effeAs andillues of that anon 


Fo 
bs 
© 
+ 
© © 
*M.5 1 
ll. 
hy Fs 4 
b R 
y * 
c 
1 
& 
; 
bh. 


Ver 
the wh 


P; 
Sh 


Yerſe 25.26. Provenss. 315 


eakerh in hand, and to foreſee the things which ſhall be- 
fall him , 


Verſ.25. It is a ſnare for a man to denonre that which is ſay- 
ified, and after the vowes tocallbacke. 


T is a ſnare for a man | This facriledge deſcribed in the 
words tollowing, is paſſing dangerous, tending to the de- 
ſtruction of the partie committing it, as the food vnder the 
net,or within the compaſle of che grinne, doth co the ſlaugh- 
ter of the birds,and the baite vpon the hooke to the death of 
the fiſh, to dewonre that which is ſanttified, to peruert thoſe 
things which are by Gods ordinance appointed for his ſer- 
uices, from the right vſeof them, to nis owne priuate gaine 
and commoditic. When this Scripture was written, diucrs 
things were vnlawfull for any to care, but for the Prieſts and 
Leuices onely,vnleflce it were incaſe of necefſity,as the ſhew- 
bread, and {undry oblations in the Temple,and tithes,and firſt 
fruites of crees,&c Now he alludeth thereunto, and compre- 
hendeth ynder thelſc all other things of like vſe,and deftinared 
to rhe ſame maineend, to ſerue for his worſhip, And ir is not 
onely fintull and perillous to robbe God of thoſe things 
which himſclfe doth chalenge,or his ſeruants haue dedicated 
to him, but to detaine, or ſccke to recouer againe that which 
our ſclues haue voluntarily couenanted with our lips,or harts 
to giue vtto him, or to any good vics, And therfore he ſaith, 
after the vowes tocall backe, cither to wiſh the vow vnumade, 
or to withhold the thing which in heart hath been yowed, or 
in ſpeech promiſedto him, 


This God forbiddeth in his law,where he ſaith: /fthon haſt Deut,23.21, 


vowed a vow wnto the Lord, deferre not topay it : for the Lord 
thy Godwillrequire it of thee,and it will bee a ſinne in thee : but 
if thou abſtaineit from vowing ,it ſhall not be a ſinne., 


Verſe 26. A wiſe King ſcattereth the wicked, and turneth 
the wheele oner them. 


Afar goucrnour is in this ſentence compared to a 
Skilfull Husbandman: for as the Husbandman —_—_— 
S 1 c 


Ifat.2$.27.28, 


16 Prnovnans Chap.10, 


eth or fanneththe corne,tothe end the chaffe may be ſevered 
from the pure graine : lo a wiſe King , or od| Magiſtrate 
ſeattereth the wicked, breaketh the knot of drunkards, game- 
Kers, theeues, robbers, ſeditious perſons, and other malefa. 
Qtors, and turneth the wheele ower them, inflicteth ſharpe pu. 
niſhments vpon them, as they vſed in thoſe.countries to beat 
out the hard corne witha cart wheele, as may appeare by the 
teltimonie of the Prophet /ſar2h, who reſembling the Lords 
moderate and wile proceedings to that courſe which the 
thieſher takerh in dealing with his corne, faith : Fitches are 
not threſhed with an iron m/irument, neither ſal! 3 cart wheele 
b: turned abont pon the Cummin, but the Fitches are beaten 
ent with a Vaſſe,and Cummin with a rod.” readcorne when it y 
throſhed, he doth nit alwaies threſh, neither doth the wheel 
of hi: cart "illmake a noyſe, nether will hee breake it with the 


* teeth thereof. 


Verſ.27. The lirht of the Lord us the breath of man, and 
ſearcheth all the bowels of the bellie, 


He light ef the Lord) That grace which out of his loue,he 
Y —— by his word, and infuſeth by his ſpirit, the 
breath of man, the very life and felicity of a godly man, ans 
ſearcheth all ihe bowels of the bellie ; findeth out molt deep and 
ſecretthings: it cauſeth him to know the hidden counſels! 
God,andcheſtate of his owne ſoule : for as the words 4: 
cerser of the thoughts and intents of the heart, ſoit informa 
the man in whom itgdwelleth with the nature and quality ct 
the ſame,that he may iudge himſelfe with righteous wage 
ment, diſcouering his corruptions to be corruptions, and his 
graces to be graces,that hee ſhall ncither approue of the one 
ſort as ifthey were vertues, nor condemne the other for illu- 
fions : or atleaſt (though ſometimes Gods children in tenta- 
tions doe faile on both ſides ) yer they be eaſily reduced from 
their errour by the miniftery of the word, or by wholoſome 
conference with godly Chriſtians : whereas the hearts ofthe 
wicked wanting tis light, are like darke chambers _eu't 
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Verſe 28.29, Pnoysnss. 317 
from themſelues,that they could neuer looke into them ( for 
the word which we tranſlate bowels, doth _ chambers) 
and they doe with no more ſound vnderſtanding apprehend, 
citherthe myfteries of ſalnation, or the conſtitution of their 


owneſoules, then with their bodily eye they can ſce what is 
intheir intrels and belly, 


Verl. 28. Mercy andtruth preſerne the King : for his throxe 
ſhall be eitabliſhed with mercy, 


MeEpPy and compaſſion towards ſuch as arc opprelſ- 
ſed, and mildneſſeandlenity towards penitent offen- 
ders,and benignity and kindnefle, fo far as opportunity ſer- 
ueth to ſhew the ſame towards all loyall ſubie&ts : a»d rrath, 
adminiſtration of Iuftice, whereby euery one hath his due : 
good men encouragement; euill mencorreQion : and allznen 
the entoyment of thoſe things which are their owne, and by 
right appertaine vnto them : preſerne the King, procure the 
ſafety of perſon, ſtate, and honour, both of Kings, and all 0- 
ther great perſonages in authority : for his throne, his kingly 
dignity and power,wherot the throne is a figne and repreſen- 
tation, ſhall be eftabl1ed.made the more ſure ; and continued 
the longer to himſelfe or his poſterity, by mercy, afſociared 
with truth and righreouinefle : for as here he expreſlerh chat, 
and intenderh the other, ſo elſewhere he expreſleth the other, 
and that is intended, as = 16, verſ. 12. It « an abemination 


for Kings to commit wickedneſſe : for the throne is eflabliſhed 
by inftice, 


Verl. 29. The glory of young men 15 their ſtrength,and the 
bonour of the aged us the gray head, 


þ {nar of the young ts their /[rength, | Tt is an ornament 
vntothem,and praiſe for them to be {trong, valiant, and 
full of 2 gility and courage, if they vſe theſe gifts well, ard ex- 
erciſerhem profitably in their callings, and for the good of 
the Common-wealth wherein they liue : for otherwiſe if they 

Y 4 be 


318 Provens. Chap.2o, 


be boyſterous, violent, and giuen to fighting and quarrelling, 
eſpecially if they imbolden themſelues therewith, to robbe. 
ries,or ſuch like villanies, they are no more commendable in 
them, the is the ſtrength of great Beares,or other wild beaſts 
which are noyſome and hurtfull : Geliab, and Og, and the A. 
nabims,and other Giants were tall men, yeahuge and frong, 
and yetare ncither praiſe worthie,nor praiſed : ard the honouy 
of the aged us the gray head, the white haires which publiſh 
their ancicncie, and the multitude of yeeres which they haue 
lived, doe bring credit and reverence vnto them, ſo that they 
be garniſhed with grauity,wiſdome,and other yertues,as it is 
faid, Old age ts acrowne of glory, when it is found inthe way of 
righteouſneſſe.chap, 16. verl. 31. 


Verſ. 30. The bleWneſſe of the wound ſerueth topurge the e- 
will, and the ſir;pes within the bowels of the bellie, 


He blewneſſe of the wound, | Sharpe corrections, and (c- 

uere puniſhments which ace argued by the effeQs, or 
fignes thereof, ſerueth to purge the enill, is the ordinance of 
God,together withrebukes and inftruſtions, to draw diuers 
perſons that will not otherwiſe be reclaimed our of theirtins, 
and the ſtripes within the bowels of the bellie, ſuch ſtrokes as 
pierce inwardly,and make the hearttoake : not that in cha- 
Riſing it is lawtull co firike ſo hard, or ſo much, orto ve ſuch 
rods, or ſcourges as will pierce ivto the intrailes; for that 
were to indanger life,and to put to death,burt hee ſheweth the 
manner how the cuill is cured, where the correction caketh 
good cfteR,thar it entrethinto the inward parts, affeerithe 
ſoule with ſorrow and feare,and not only the body with pain 
and ſmart :that the mindis nolefle touched with it thenthe 
flcſh. In this ſenſe was the ſame word vſed in the ſeuenand 
rwentieth ver, The light of the Lord ſearcheth into the bowels, 
or chambers of the belly, 
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Verſe 1. The heart of the King ts in the hand of the Lord : as 


the rizers of water, he turneth it whither ſoener he will, 


He heart The affeRions, will, and purpoſes of 
the King, of all great perſonages and rulers, x 
in the hand of the Lord, in his power, and at his 
diſpoſing, It is a borrowed ſpeech from men, 
who ſhew their ftrength, and performetheir 
ations, principally by their hands, Now this is true alſo of 
ſubiects, and inferiour perſons : For all mens hearts are in his 
hands, buthcenameth Kings, becauſe they of all others are 
moſt abſolute, & not ſubie&ro the commandment of any crea- 
rure; and therefore his power doth the more appeare in the 
ruling and ouerruling of them, and it followeth by conſe- 
quentthat none other can refit him: and this hee illuſtrateth 
by a compariſon fr6 the like,the riners of waters,the (treames, 
flouds,and rides, thoſe headie, violent, and boyſterous crea- 
tures, which no man, or all men can tame or gouerne,and yet 
by him are commanded, reſtrained, and eafily ordered; as 
were thered ſea,and Iordan,and the great inundation in No- 
ahs time, when God called vp the huge depthes our of the 
earth, and opened the windowes of heanen to let downe 
flouds from aboue, thatall cheſe waters ſhould meet toge- 
ther to couer the carth, and yer in a ſhort time (by his ap- 
pointment) they all returned to their places, without any (tay 
or lingering. He tarnzeth it whitherſoener he will, his grace gut- 
deth the godly, his po ver driuerhrhe wicked, and his proui- 
dence preuaileth with both, thatthey,and alltheir determina- 
tions are wholly at his diſpoſing : yet doth he not giue any of 
them commandement,cncouragement, or toleration to doe 
euil, neither intuſerh corruption into their hearts, whereby he 


ſhould become the authour of their euill doings, That then- 


which 


Pſal.33.15. 


Rom.7.9. 


320 | 


PROVERAT. Chip.21, 


which he affirmeth and reacheth, is, that the Lord hath apro. 
uidenthand inthe gouerning of all —_ The dignity 
and preheminence ouer their ſubjects, is very large and law. 
full, but farre inferiour to his owne ouer them, For hee ruleth 
inthe heart, which they cannot deale with; and effeRually di. 
receth euery ation of all commanders, which no comman«- 


* dzrhathpower to doe, inthe ſeucrall affaires of his vnder. 


lings: hee maketh them flexible to his purpoſes, and boweth 
their minds which way ir pleaſeth him : whether it be to ſhew 
fauor,as one Pharaoh did to [acob,in ſoſephs time; or to deale 
yniuſtly and croelly as another Pharaeh did to [acobs ſeed af- 
ter /oſephs death : and this commeth to paſſe, becauſe he made 
the men,and faſhioneththeir hearts : hee giueth them the po- 
wer of ſence, of cogitation and purpoſe; all the motions of 
life are his gift, becauſe hee hath not one'y made them crea- 
tures, and men, but Potentates alſo, and mighty men : their 
greatneſle is as well from him, as their ſubftance and being, 
& therfore both the one and the other muſt needs be tor him, 


Verſ.2, Euery way of a man is right in his owne cyes : but the 


Lord pondereth the heart, 
ces and ignorant perſons, the moſt ſottiſhand fooliſh 


of all others, are ſo ivamovured with the liking of their 
owne doings,and giuen to flatter themſclues in the eftimati- 
on of their owne courſes,2sthac they deeme all to be well per- 
formed which they manage, and nothing worthy of repre- 
henſion which they ſay orenterpriſe,bee it neuer ſo vnlawtull 
andabſurd, Whileft Par lived without the know ledge of the 
law,andinthe continuall tranſgreſſion thereof, he molt glori- 
edin the happineſle of hiseſtate : he rhought himſe!fethento 
be alzwe, notwithſtanding that finliued and raigned in him, 
to the dearh of his ſoule, and ſo to his damnation, had not 
Chriſt by grace deliuered him fromthe ſame. And our Saui- 
our fore-lignified to his ſeruants what entreaty they ſhould 
lookefor at the hands of ſuch as bad no knowledge of him, 
that they wouldthinke that they did an acceptable _—_ a 
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God, when violently they ſhould kill them. But the Lord pon- 
dereth the beart, he Ririftly and narrowly examineth,as ic were 
with weights in a ballance, whether their purpoſes and affe. 
Qtions be ſincere, or otherwiſe,and finding them failing there. 
in, he conuinceth them to be culpable and taulty,how glori- 
ous ſocuer their actions appeare to themſelues and others, 
And thus much Chriſt hirsfelfe gaue che bragging and concei- 
ted Phariſes to vaderſtand, when he faid : ye are they which in« 


ſtifie your ſelnes before men, but God knowethyour hearts : for Lukis.: . 


that which us highly ejlcemed among men,is abomination in the 


ſighr of God, 


Verl.3. Todee inftice and rdgement, is more acceptable to 
the Lord than ſacrifice, 


ff doe inſtice and indgement,] To performe the workes of 
equity, loue,aud mercy to men, with other dutiesof righ- 
teouſnelſe commanded in the ſecond table, from at yprighe 
heart, « more acceptable, better plealing ts the Lord,and brin- 
= more r*compence, than ſacrifice, than without them, all 
orts of gifts,oblations, and othcr leuiticall rites, preſcribed in 
the ceremoniall law,or that meere externall at of Gods wor- 
ſhip,preſcribed in the morall law,as making of Praiers,finging 
of Pſalms,reading of the Scriprures,hearing of Sermons,recei- 
uing of che Sacraments,obſeruing ofthe Sabbath,&c, This ex- 
poſition we have out of the Prophet /ſaiah:Bring no more obla- 
tions, incence is an abomination unto me:the new moones 0 Sab- 
baths, the calling of ; »ur aſſemblies I cannot away with,it 1s ini- 
quitie ewen the ſolerne meeting, Tour new moones, and your ſo- 
lemme feall s my ſoule hateth : they are a trouble to me, | am 4 
weary to beare them, And when you (pread forth your hands / wil 
hide mine ties from you : when you 1:4'c many praters,i will not 
heare you: your bands are full of blood:waſh you,mahe you cleane 
pat away the en of your doings from before mine eies : learne to 
doe well, ſecke indgement, reliene the fatherleſſe, pleade for the 
widow,&c. 
So then that which he teacheth,is.that the more ſubſanti- 


all avy duty is, ſoa greater cares co bee had for the perfor- 1(ich.6's -. 
| mance 


Iſaiah. 1.13.14 
I5.16.17, 


Hoſ.6 8. 
1 Sam.1 9.22, 


322 Prxoverns. Chapar, 


mance ofit. Fer I deſired mercy, and not ſacrifice (faith the 
Lord) and the knowledge of God more then burnt offerings, 

For firſt, wee ſhall inore faithfully imitate the Lord eſys 
Chrift, and moſt cleercly ſhew forth his image, intheexcrciſe 
of true piety and godlincfle, with the praGtife of foundrighte. 
ouſneſle, and mercy,in compariſon whereotccremoniall rites 
are of ſmall reſpe& : for be beſt knowing his fathers will,doth 
thus acknowledge it ynto him, ſacrifice and offering thou did} 
uot deſire, mine heart haſt thou prepared,c>c. And next, the 
moſt guilefull people and diflemblers,haue cuer beene asfor. 
ward with ſacrifices and outward obſeruations, as the beſt 
Chriſtians, but alwaies as remiſſe in vprighr dealing, as the 
work infidels. And therefore by taithfull execution of iuflice 
and iudgement,they that are votainedly righteous may chief. 
ly be diſcerned from diflemblers,and hypocrites. 

And laſtly, berter ſeruice is performed to the Lord forthe 
honour of religion, greater good is done to our brethren for 
the benefit ofmankinde,and larger reward wil be giuentocur 
ſelues,for our cternall happines,by diſcharging the ſubſtanti- 
all & more neceſſary duties of righteouſnes, ther by reflingin 
the circumſtantiall, or lefſe weightier exerciſes of religion, 


Verſ. 4. He that hath haughty eyes, is alſo of a proud heart 
the plowing of the wicked ts ſinne, 


H: that bath haughty eyes,] Which looke bigly, whereby 
likewiſe all Raturely geſtures are taxed, of aprowd hear! 
che word in the Hebrew text, ſignificth one of a large hear, 
meaning that he ſwelleth with a great opinion of himſclte, 
and carrieth in like manner an aſpiring minde to grow gre 
ter and greater, which is euen odious, for that in effe@ its 
commonly ioyned with diſdainfulnefle, and ſcornefull cot» 
tempt of others, contrary to that modeſty, humanity, and 
chriſtian courtefie which humility begerreth,and isa)ſo anim- 
pudent boaſting of amans owne worth, though it be notd- 
rectly vtrered 1n expreſſe termes., 
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haue allmen totake notice of his eſtate or comely per- 
ſonage, or ſingular qualities, or ſome admirable excellencie 
thatis in him, And the lamentable cuent of it, bewiayeth the 
loathſomneſle therof: fithence the Lord is thereby prouoked 
toſo mig, nr difpleaſure: For it is one,and the firſt 
ofrhole fixe tnen things which hee hateth, yea which bis 
puniſh; as hee chreatenerh by the Prophet ſaying : The high 
looke of man ſhall be humbled, and ihe lfrinee of men ſball | 
abaſed, the Lord only ſhall bee exalted in that day: For 
the day of the Lord s vpon all the prond and bautic;and vpon all Eau 
that i exalted,and it ſball be low. 
The plowing of the wicked,c+r.)] The proieQts, plots, and pra- 
Aiſes of ſinfull proud perſons, which by a borrowed 
are called plowing, in regard of the induftric whereby they 
fecke to accompliſh their purpoſes, « fine, they are ſuch at« 
tempts as tend to the breach of Gods holy law : either for 
impiety, or ynrighreouſhe(ſe, and curne ——_— by due 
ert ro their owne ruine, as a recompence of finne, vnlefſe 
X they breakethem off by repentance; The drift therefore of 
= this ſentence,js, to declare the pernicious effeQt of pride, and 
the hurrs which it worketh ro them in whom irraigneth : as 
puffing vp their minds with euill conccits, filling their hearts 


with ambirious lufts, disfiguring cheir faces with arrogans 
_— and peruerting all their cndeauours to that which is 
evill; 

* Fortheir heart delighteth in it, they greedily long after ir; 
nothing is more prerious vnto them, no not their corne, cat- 
tell, coyne,nor any other commodities. And they are wholly . 
made of fleſh;and ſauour of nothing elſe bin fleſh; and there- 
forero what camthey be intent, and diligently, buttothat 
which is ſinful & fleſhly?moreouer,they are theplough-men; 
hinds,and drudges of Satan, who will not allow them to doe 
any worke but his,nor permit them ar any time to be remifle 
in his worke, much lefle- to bee cematad abourthe worke of 


his cnemic, 


: Verb, 


foule abhorreth : and therefore will alſo with ſuch ſeverity — 
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Verſ. 5. The thoughts of the diligent doe ſurely bring plex. 


tie, but enery one that us haſtie commeth to want, 


He thoughts,c+c. ]The prouidence,the wiſe & iudicioug 
"Ns direQing the aQtions,and affaires of the diligent, 
of him tharis faithtull in his vocation, Jabouring therein for 
conſcience ſake, and not for couctoulſneſle, doe by little and 
lictle,from time to time encreaſe his ſubſtance,and addetohis 
ſtocke, ſo that hee walketh in the ready way to great wealth, 
which either intime he ſhal attaine ynto in copious andplen. 
tifull meaſure, or haue his heart well ſatisfied with a ſmaller 
portion, yet made ſufficientfor him with as large a bleſſing 
fromthe hand of the Lord that gaueit. Vato which diligent 
man is oppoſed the haſtie perſon, one chat boyleth with an 
immoderate defire of riches, and to bee wealthie all at once 
without delay ; whom though he be nor viterly idle, yet God 
reputeth no better then a {luggard,becauſe he is not well oc- 
cupied,nor willing to continue his diligence,ifeuer he ſhewed 
any, as his greedic longing after goods doth declate, tothe 
end he may befreed from much traucil,and would get a great 
deale offubſtance with a little labour, Then contrary topre- 
meditation, and the working thoughts of the diligent, isthe 
2497 ray" raſhneſle of him that is haſtie, taking mattersio 

and ynaduiſedly, without deliberation: and therefore the 
vnhappie cuent of him that is vnaduiſed, proverth alſo contr- 
ry to the proſperous ſucceſle of him that is vnaduiſed andett- 
cumſpeR,the one growing to abundance, the other fadingto 
nothing. And therefore it commerh to paſſe that the more 
forward and greedy men are after the world, the worlethey 
are like to proſper,as Saint /ames ſaith : From whence are wa! 
and contentions among you? are they not bence,enen of your I), 
that fight in your members? ye luft and hawe not : ye hane enmt 
and indignation and cannot obtaine : ye fight a—__—_ andget 
wothing becauſe ye ache not. Ye arke andreceine not, becanſe)t 
atke amiſſe that ye might conſwme it on your tuſ/s, For the tow 
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wealthie doth ifſue,are the filthie ſinkes of pride, vaine confi. 
dence,and infidelity : For why doe men ſo highly efteeme and 
adore their filuer as a God? What cauſeth them to haue carth.. 
ly poſſeſſions in ſo great admiration,and to preferre them in. 
comparably before heauenly grace and glory, bur that they 
deeme honor to be neceflarily annexed vnto chem, & dreame 
that ſafety is neuer ſeparated from them, and doubt on the 0- 
ther fide,that their life muſt needs be vnhappie withour them? 
Morecouer,the waies and praQtiſes of thoſe that would flee yp 
ſofaft to abundance, be ſuch as are fic to draw them downe 
to penurie, both by the ting of Gods indgement, and the 
ſcourge of their owne imprudence : for neither piety, 
equity, nor good aduiſement 1s euer to bee found in a gree= 
dy earth-worme. He that maketh roo much haſtto bee great, 
will take more leiſure then he ought to be godly: neither will 
he ſticke ar any iniuſtice,or cruelty, that may ſerue for his ad- 
uantage ; and therefore it is a true ſaying as well touching that 
which acouetous perſon doth,as what he muſt ſuffer : he that 
ha#teth to be rich ſhall not be innocent, or vnpuniſhed: forthe 
Hebrew word fignifieth both, And how many ſnares hee lay. 
eth for himſelfe, to the intanglivg, and overthrowing of his 
owne eſtate,cuery wiſe and diffgent eye by ſcrious obſerum- 
on may cably apprehend, Sometimes hee is ouercharged with 
multiplicity of affaires, that heeis nor able ro manage any of 
them,and therefore ſpeedeth ynhappily in all of them. Some= 


2 times he is caught withvaproficable bargaines,and contraQs: 


for though the march be very hard,and lertheratebeneuer ſo 
vnreaſonable, yet baite it with time, and giue him daies of 
be ſure that bite he wil,and downeit ſhall how 


when he hath oughtto (ell: he offercth frankely, and giuerh 
largely,for aboue the value of the commodity he would buy, 
to the intent his word may the morereadily beeraken, orhis 
bond alone, with which without more adoe heepurpoſeth co 
makeſatisfaftion, And how long doth he keepe himfelfe our 
ef the vſurersclutches ? whoſe net doth take him,and he _ 
plucke 
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plucke him, yntill he leaue him nor a featherto flie with, 


Verſe 6. The gathering of treaſures by a decenfulltongut, 
vanity toſſed te, and fro, of them that ſerkg death. 


He gathering of treaſures by a deceitfull tougne) Wealth, 
Td ſubſtance how much ſoeuer, gotten by lying, orde- 
ceir, or other abuſe ofthe tongue, .and eonſequently, by any 
ynlawfull meanes whatſocuer, « vanity, nothing worth, and 
will doc him no good that ſo commeth by it, croſſed to and fro, 
is as chaffe or ſuch like matter blowen vp and downe by the 
winde, of them that ſecke death, that iv, they that doe in ſuch 
ſort gatherriches, doe ſecke death, cither of their ſoules, or 
bodies,or both,though they inteiid ic not, nor be willing of it: 
and it is acertaine ee which ſuch iniuſtice. doth neceſſarily 
preduce. Therefore as the wiſe mann the ſentence going be- 
fore, hath commended painefull diligence , as a Fre and 
lawfull meanes for the attaining ynto wealth, ſo in this hee 
condemneth falſhood, and ſhifting, and ghat by-three argu- 
ments. Fir}, becauſe that which they ger thereby, is vanity, 
it doth their bodies no good : it doth their ſoulesno.good ; it 
doth their names no good ; it doth their poſterity no good: 
God doth not bleſſe it to their reliefe, they have no proteGi- 
on, or good ſaferie from it, their hearts thereby are nor re- 
freſhed with any ſound comfort : they are nothing furthered 
roward euerlaſting life by the poſſeſſion ofit : no truc honour 
and eſtimation doth accompany it : and their children.moſi 
commonly are hurt,and not benefited by that which is no bete 
ter gotten. Secondly, becauſeit is voſtable, and yaniſhable,as 
yncertaine as duſt, whereof one blaft of winde wil blow away 
grear heapes : it is ſubieto fire, totheeues, to loſſes, to de- 
ceirfull bargainers, to ſuites of law, to Gods curſe, which hath 
innumerable meanes in areadines ro waſte, and conſume 
chem. Thirdly, becauſe itis davgerous and hursfull , tending 
tothe ruineo - ra owners,as will appeare cuident- 

ly ia the next verſe. | 
Verſe 7+ 
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Verſe 7. The robberie of the wicked ſhall deffroy them, be- 
cauſe they refuſe to doe madgement, 


He robberie of the wicked] That theeuery which they 
y kr —ok. others, and the goods gotten thereby, 
ſhall deſtroy them, the Hebrew word ſignifieth, may come of a 
roote which fignifierh to terrifie, and feare, and: likewiſe to 
dwell,and tay with,and-ſo it importeth that their puniſhment 
ſhall be both terrible, and continvall, it will both aftrighr,and 
diſmay them, and not be gone in haſte bur abide with them, 
and ſticke faſt vato them : or elſe of a word that ſignifieth to 
ſawe, cutin wwo , or cut downe, intending the finiall de- 
firuRion and overthrow of them ; becanſe they refuſe to doe 
imdgement,his purpoſe is then to confirme the Ja{i clauſe ofthe 
lalt ſentence, and to proue that falſhood, and iniuſtice is moſt 
pernicious, and burtfull, which he ſheweth firſt by the effets 
ofit, and then by the caule : the effect is vtter vndoing, and 
that as any man is greedy to inrich himſelfe by inturious,and 
wrongfull dealing, fo faſt he haſtneth, ro his owne ruine, and 
overthrow : For they that will berich fall into temptation, and 
ſnares, and into many fooliſh, and noyſome luſts, which drowne 
men in perdition,and deſtruction. For the deſire of money « the 
roote of all enill, which while ſome hane luſted after , they erred 


from tht faith, and pierced themſelues thorow with many ſor- 1.Tim. 6.9.10, 


rower, Ott it commethto paſle that life is taken away for ir, 
or their bodies hurt or wounded : bur alway the ſoule is pla- 
pued,and ſubiero petill of damnation : malefators that are 
taken robbing by the high -way fide with the purſe in his 
hands:or breaking vp the houſe with cheir hands in the cheſts, 
aenot {o ſure to be condemned of the Iudge, and ftrangled 
by the executioner, as theſe are to receiue ſentence of the 
Lord, and periſh by his iuſtice; vnleſſe they conuert with ho- 
liehumiliation, and fo he pardon them in mercie. There is 
no poylon being ſwallowed will more certainely deſtroy na- 
ture, then opprefſion and wrongfulnes, will damne the foule; 


Zapbor, in the booke of ob ſpake moſt truely to this point 
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aying, his meate in his bowels ts turned, it is the gall of Aſpes 
we b:m. He hath ſwallowed downe ſubſtance, but he ſhallvo- 
mit it vp againe: God "all caſt them out of bis belly, He ſhal 
ſucke the poyſon of +4 ſpes, the Vipers tongue ſhall ſlay him, 
The cauſe is the manner ot their ſinning, they refuſe to exe- 
ente indgement, they taile not thorow frailty and infirmity,but 
chuſe to offend wittingly, and willingly, with f{ubbornnes, 
and obftinacy which make their faults the more intolerable, 
their offences more impardonable, and thcir puniſhment 
more grieuous, and iniuffcrable. 


Verſe 8. The way of aman # pernerſe and /lrange;but of the 
pure bis worke 1: right, > 


He Way] The manners, the life, and conuerſation of « 
man, of a wicked man, and ſuchaone as is impure  per- 
werſe, intuil, and crooked, tweruing from all equity, and 
right, a:4 'range, nothing agreeable tothe order that God 
himſcltc hath preſcribed in his word; and his children doeal- 
low, and obſeruc,bat of the pare, who is purged, and waſhed 
from the guilt of his finnes by the blood of Chriſt, God par- 
doning them all thorow the merite of his ſonne : and who is 
ſanRifed, and cleanſed from the filthines ef his owne nature, 
and corruprions by the ſpirit of grace: and who alſo yponthe 
hope of ſaluation, is carefull as much as hecan to purge him- 
ſelte, bis worke, his aQtions, ſpeeches and courſe of all his be- 
hauiour ; & right, ſincere, and fauthfull, conformable to Gods 
will, and referred to his glory, not deceitfull, not variable,not 
crooked, nor in any word ynreformed, Herein theretore the 
holy Ghoſt declarcth the contrariety that is betweene the 
godly andthe wicked, the one doing nothing bur that which 
1s euill, either notoriouſly, or otherwiſe thorow hidden fraud, 
and guile ; the other nothing but that which is good, eitherin 
praQtiſe, or defire, whereof when he faileth,-it 1s through in- 
firmiry, and weakenes:for they vſe the faſhion of two contary 
countries, the one heauenly, the other earthly : and performe 


their ſeruices in two contrary Princes ;the one to Satan, the | 
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other to the Lord, and are gouerned and ruled by two con- 
rrary lawes,the oneof God, the other ofthe fleſh, 


Verſe 9. It is better for a man to dwell in the corner of an 
bonſe top: then with a contentious woman in an wide houſe, 


T better More eaſe, and quiet for a man, to dwell cuen a- 
Tone without company, in 4 corner of the houſe top, in a 
moſt inconuenient place, o though ir doe not only want 
neceſſary roome, but alſo ſubieR ro the heate of the ſummer, 
the colde of the winter, the force of the winde, the beating of 
theraine : (for he alluderh to the manner of their buildings, 
which were with ſlate roofes, as moſt;Churches, Caltles, and 
Towers are with vs ; being therefore deleCtable places to 
walke ypon, but not commodious roomes for lodging ad 
continuall abode eſpecially, when one ſhall be penned vp in 
anangle or narrow corner thereof ) then with 4 contentions 
woman, then with a woman given to brawling ard chiding, 
in a wide houſe, in a very large, proficable, and pleaſant roome 
to dwell in, And by this is ſignified; that albeit wedlocke, 
anda married eſtare be deſirable and full of comfort to fit,and 
well matched yoke-fellowes, yer nothing is more vnpleaſane 
and tedious, / wh that is to him who longerh for peace, and is 
ſured with contentions, who ſought a wife for the ioy, and 
refreſhing of his heart, and hath mer with a tormentor con- 
tinually ro yexe him; this is the greateſt outward crolle, be- 
cauſe itis theneereſt, and like to a diſeaſed member, which 
will continually put a man to paine: which more remore com- 
modities and benefits cannot cafilie counteruaile ; a great 
houſe ſounding with brawles, and chidings, will bring licrle 
contentment tro a peaceable minde fo rediouſl diſquieted, 

Verſe 10. The ſoule of the wicked deſireth exill, his neigh» 
beur findeth no famonur in bis eyes. 


He ſoule,)The very heart,and affeQions of the wicked wi- 
ſreth ewill, miſchiefe, and hurt to all bur himſelfe, he is ſo 
L 2 kindled 
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kindled with enuy ad bis neighbour, he that dwelleth by him, 
meaning alſothercby any other: for he thatdoth not good to 
thoſe that be about him, is hardly drawne to profit others, 
bath no fancar in his eyes, findeth no friendſhip ar his hands, 
neither the fight ot his preſence can moue himtoJoue,northe 
fight of his calamity can moue him to commileration : there 
is ro pitty nor compaſſion in his.eyes, whereby he ſhould be 
inciced to doe good, no not fo much as Kindneſſe, to giue a 
good countenance, vnlcfſe it be with diſſhmulation, or to ſuch 
as are like to him{clte, So that we may know that iris the pro 
pertie of wicked rgen to be vnmerciful, & hard hearted,eſpe- 
cially to ſuch as fearc God:ſuch as his ſoule is, ſuch likewile is 
his eye:and ſuch as hiseye is, ſuch I1kewiſe is hand, his rongue, 


| his eare, and cuery part of his bady, As other {innes increaſe : 


whether it be lying, luſt, ſwearing, or any impicty, or any vn- 


rightcouſnes, ſo doth cruelty withthem, becauſe ſelfe loueis 


Nrong in all ſinſull perſons, that filleth theplace of all Chriſti- 
an,and brotherly louc, and leaueth no roome for the ſamein 
their hearts : morcouer pride aboundeth alway with it,which 
begetterh enuy, 2nd maketh men vncharitable : neither are 
they free from the fling of a guilty conſcience, which maketh 
them fierce and inhumane : and as they are priuy to them- 
ſelues,rhat they deſerue not to be beloucd of any, ſo will they 
require it by louing ofnone : and who knoweth nor, but that 
the deuil! is their father, and maſter, who will haue them all to 
beare his image, and be like to himſelfe, and alway compel! 
them to ſcrue his turac. Yer it is true,that ſometimes the worſt 
are made profitable, and helpefull co the beſt : but that pro- 
ceedeth not from their diſpoſition ſo much as from Gods 
power, and prouidence who hath the commandement of their 
hearts, and hands, their lips, and ſubſtance, Ir is not the na- 
tureofthe hard rocke to ſend forth water ; 'and yet when the 
Lord cauſed ir ſoro doe to the people 1n the wildernes, they 
inioyed the benefit of it. It is not the nature of the Rauen to 
pronide food for men, but to deuoure all her ſelfe, yet when 
the Lord appointed one to minifter food ynto Elias, ſhe failed 
not a meale, It was not the cuſtome of the Egyptians to bee 
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loving and kinde tothe 1{raclites: yet when the Lord moued 
their hearts, and ſent a qualme of kindnefſe ypon them, they 
were ready to impoueriſh themſelues, and to departwith the 
beſt Iewels they had,to beltow ypon them, 


Yerſ.1 1.4 hen the ſcorner is puniſhed,the ſrrple 15 made wiſer 


and when the wiſe is in/{ruited, hee recemeth knowledge, See 


chap.19.23+ 
Verſ.12. He mitrutteth the wiſe by the houſe of the wicked, 
which ouerthroweth the wicked in their exill. 


E inftrufteth |] The Lord giucth examples as cleere as 
precepts tothem,that hane true wiſedome, and his feare 
intheir hearts; and bringeth chem thereby to a judicious me- 
ditation ot his iuflice,and their owne deſeruings, and cauſerh 
themto profit ro their owne repentance, and reformation of 
theirliues, by conſideration of his righteouſacs, who might 
have plaguedthem as well as others: and of his mercie, good- 
nes,and patience, who hath laid his ſtrokes ypon others,and 
ſpared them, by the houſe of the wicked by the tearc(vll firokes 
thatlight ypon the wicked themſelues, their fates, havita= 
tions, fartulies, and poſteritie ( for ſo farre doth houſe extend 
ſometimes in the Scripture) which onerthroweth the wicied in 
ther exill, which ruinateth, and bringerh to naught euill and 
ſintul men,for their rebellious and vagodly behawiour againſt 
bim : ſo that the ſcueritie of God, and his greatett plagues a- 
= godlefle men, are very vicfull, and many waics profita- 
le to them that haue ſound wiſedome and vnderitcnding, 
The Propher acknowledged this to the Lord fer his praite, 
and ceſt1monie, of his peoples vprightnes, ſaying, /* ith my 


ſoule hae I deſired thee in the night, yea with my ſpirit within Ela; 


26.17, 


mel will ſeeke thee earely : for ſeeing thy indgments are in the 1.Cor,t0.115 


earth,the inhabitants of the world ſhall learne righteonſres, For 
Goddoth trike a few for the inſtruction of many, and would 
have all his attributes to be thought of, though but one, or a 
tew doe moſt eminently worke, notwithſtanding his iuſtice is 


molt ſeene ; yer his truth forcrhreatning ſuch plagues: as are 
Jay; Sq inflicted, 


Matth.z5, 


_ Iamg.13. 


lob.31.19. 


Eſai.59.7. 
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inflicted, are not to be pafſed by without reverence, hispower 
is manifeſted, whereby he is able ro bring downe his proud 
aduerſarics: and ſo his loue, his mercie, and faithfulnesto his 
owne, is much magnificd by preſeruing of them, when their 
aduerſarics,and his,do fall iaco ſuch miſeric and miſchicfe, 


Verſe 1 4. He that fopperh his eare at the crying of the poore, 
he ſnall crie himſelfe and not be heard. 


E that \oppeth his eare at the crying of the poore, |That he 

may not heare, but turneth away himſclte, and his com- 
afſfion, from them, when they crie to him for reliefe, he ſhalt 
alſo crie,ſhall fall into ſuch miſerie as ſhall make him crie,car- 
ne'lly call vpoo, and irtreate God, and man, and therein bee 
helplefle without fauour of God,or man: and not be heard, be 
neucr a whit the better for it : which puniſhment alſo is due 
ynto,and ſhall be executed ypon ſuch as turne their eare from 
hearing thoſe, that do relate the ſtate of the poore vnto the; or 
hedbdep doehearc ir, yet little regard it : or which turne 
their eyes from beholding the afflitions and miſcries of their 
brethren zor if they looke vpon them, will doe nothing for 
them :as our Sauiour complaineth of chem that ſaw him hun- 
grie in his members, bur fed hims not. All commeth to this, that 
mercileſſe men ſhall receiue no mercie. For it is iuſt with God 
ſo to puniſh them, which neither regard his commandement, 
nor his people,nor the members of his Sonne, norcheir owne 


ficſh, as poore diſtreſſed men are called by the Propher, 


Verſ. 14. Agift in ſecret pacifieth anger,and arewardin bo- 
ſome ſirong wrath. 


Gift |Giuen, and recciued alſo of any, either high or 

low,offended with thee, in ſecrer, cloſely & ſecretly g- 
uen, pacifieth anger, conceiued againſt a man, and « reward in 
the boſome, carried in the boſome, and ſo gizen to another 
man,pacifieth,and ftilleth mighty and raging wrath, His drift 
is thereforeto ſhew, that gifts preuaile much with choſe that 
xecciue 
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Becauſe men naturally are poſſeſied with a defire of having, 
andcherefore thar is acceptable to them which may encreaſe 
their ſubſtance, And becauſe the bringing of preſents, eſpeci- 
ally co one offended, and moued with aces, isa ceſti. 
monie of ſubmiſſion, whereby the partie conceiving diſplea- 


- fureisafter a ſort honoured, which will wortke as much ypon 


agreat mind,as the valew of the thing beſtowed will vpon a 
preedie mind, and therefore either for one caule or other it is 


accepted, 


Verſ.1 5. It is ioy to the init to doe indgement : but deſftrutti. 
on ſhall be to the workers of iniquitie, 


ou ioy to the inft | The godly and righteous man taketh 
great delight and pleaſure, ts doe madgement, to deale righ- 
teouſly with God,and iuſtly with men,and to be yprightin all 
his ations :a good man hath his greateſt comfort in well do- 
ing. The example of our Saviour, the beſt, is both a paterne 


receiue them, and worke a great impreſſion in their affeQions, Prov. ry.8, 


and 18.16, 


and worker of this : and he teſtifyeth thus of himſelfe : CAL loh.4.3.4« 
meate is to do the will of h1m that ſent me,and to ſiniſb his worke, Gal.s, 


For as goodneſſe is the fruit of the ſpirit, foi» 10y alſo, and a 
companion of goodnefſe, Moreouer the ſervices of Chriſli- 
ans are not enforced by compulſion, but performed withloue, 
and whatſoever loue doth, it doth it cheerfully and gladly : 
andadde hereuntothat hope hath a great hand in the workes 
ofthe righteous,and that doth with all g!adnefle and comfort 
waite for a reward, accounting all good workes whichare 
donein earth, to bee certaine treaſures layed vpin heaven, (o 
that well doers in the kingdome of grace, have ioy mixed with 
their righreouſneſſe,and inthe kingdome of glory are aſſed 


they ſhall haue joy giuen them for their riphteouſneſſe. How- Rom. 14.17: 


beitthis ioy is either more or lefſe, according to the degree 
of their grace; the beſt feele moſt, thole which haue lefle 
faith doe that which is good with leſle delight: all docobey 
God with ſome ledaeſs, bur none with perfe&ion of glad- 


teſſe, becauſethere is not aperfeRion of montification, 


EL 4 So 


l 


Q 
w 


\þ 


» 


4 


Rem.7.: 2. 


| Pfal.92.7. 


334 PrRoversBs. Chap.21, 


So muchnaturall corruption as remaineth,ſo farrca man ig 
hindredfrom this alacritic and chcertulnefle, which cuen that 
worthic Apottle found in tn{clte, which hee alſo conteſſeth, 
ſaying :/ delighrom the Law of God after 1beryward'ment but 
[ſee another {nw 17 nay mer bers, warring ay amst the law of my 
mind,bring:ng me into captinity vnto the law of /nne, which is 
in my members, But deſirutticn, ecervall perdition both of 
ſoule and body, with manifold perils and calamiries, forego. 
ing .he ſame, all be for the workers of iniquity, becaulc it is 
their conſtant and common practite, their trade an profe fi. 
on : for there is great diffe: ence betweene che working of inj« 
quitie,and to be aworker of iniquity,t he one may ſometimes 
befall a Saint ; the other is alway proper to a ſinner : Sothat 
this then he meanerth,that wickedneſle intime will vtterly vn. 
doe the wicked: as the Pſalmiſt confeſicth,ſaying : # hea the 
wicked ſpring like graſſe and all tke workers of iniquity flour, 
they ſhall be deſlroyed for exer, For all the threatnings of God 
are againſt them, andall the attributes of God are againſt 
them, his truth,his angerhis juſtice, and his power, &c, Here 
js ſomewhat more to be vnder{tood then is expreſſed in both 
the traincs, the reward of the godly for their goodneſſe is 
concealedin the former; and the propenfſion of the wicked 
to cuill in the Hatter : the oppoſition therefore (tandeth thus: 
It ts ioy for the ivFt to doe indgement,and he ſhall obtaine fal- 
vation : bt it is toy for the workers of iniquitie to do mulchice, 


and therefore they ſhall be deſtroyed. 


Verſ. 16. The man that wanareth out of the way of vnder- 
ſtanding, ſhall reemaint in the congregation of the dead, 


He man that wanadreth\| Which followeth his owne car- 
nall reaſon,or ſcnſuall luſts, which liverh according tothe 
courſe of the world, walking 'afterthe fleſh,and not after the 
ſprrit,aud ſo geeth oat of the way of wnderitanding, our of the 
courie that Gods wiſedome hath preſcribed, hall remaine, 
{hill haue an enerlaſting abode withourall hope, or pothbi- 


Iuy.ofrecouerie, inthc congregation of the dead, among|t het 
. great 
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reat number of peoplethat are dead already, bothin foule, 


* and body,orelſe through their w ickednefle make haſt to the 


fame, This ſentence-by- a compariſon taken from tranellers, 
containeth a deſcriprion of the condition of the wicked : firt}, 
their behauiour'is refeinbled ro a voyage, which is 2Irogether 
inaberration and by-paths: and ſecondly, the Faccefle of che 
fame tothe end of a journey, very vncomfortable, hke ynto 
a lTayle, or houſe of correction ful! of malefaCtors, being vpon 
theracke,or otherwiſe rormented : yea rather hanging vpon 
the gallowes, as he alſo-mult do with chem tor company, And 
hisintent'is to ſhew thar there is no paſſagero ſaluation or 
happineſſe but by the word of God, The whole fir(t Plalme 
js ſpent in this argument, declaring two kinds of 1nen,two op- 


polite wares,two contrary eftates: for the way ofthe word is* 


leafing tro God, and wilfull wandring out of it is abomina- 
mnt. him; the one hath the promiles, and is blefled; rhe 
other harh che threatnings,and is curſed; 

That bath the ſpirit of Godto guide them that walke in it; 
the other rhe workd. the fleſh, and the divell to deceine the paſ- 
fengers : that hath Chriſt for the gateto ler men iv ; the vther 
hath Chrift to-berhe Porter to barre ther bur, And becauſe 
companie 15 delightfull, and men'doe moſiWwillingly travell 
where are mo({ companions ; and ſociety ih evill doch ſeeme 
topromuſe ſatety vnto nt; or at leaſt ro mittiPate the penaltie, 
fthey may haue others to ſuffer withthom be doth purpeſe- 
ly aggravate this puniſhmene; "By relating the multicude of 
them that are fo puniſhed, the-Propher Eſa» doth the like : 
And they (oallbe afraia;anywit' and ſorrow ſhall thbe them,and 
theyſha!lhane patne as 4a woman that” tfatelleth t emery one all 


be amazed at his neightonv, ar:d\rbeir faces Pal bee like flames 1hi.r 3h, 


ef fire, And for the 1 ke purpoſe our-Saniour vieth a parablein 
the Gofpell, bringing in this for one'miſtry £5 come vpon 
the hypocrites-at the end of the worldy that tike raves, they 


ſhallbe boned rogerber inbundles, and calt into rhe fireto bee Mar.13.30, 


wat, 
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Verl. 17. He that loueth pleaſure ſhallbe a peore man, and hy 
that loneth wine and oyle ſhall net berich, 


E that loweth pleaſure | Who cannot modernte himſelfe 
H:. the vie of recreations, but too much affeReth them, 
and immoderately followeth them, to the ſatisfying of his 
fleſhly dehghr, ſhall be a poore man, though hee were neuer ſo 
rich before: and hee that loweth wine _ oyle, or fat things, 
(for the word fignificth as well fatnefle, as oyle)ſhallnor - 
rich, either ſhall not atcaine vnto wealth, or if hee doe hee is 
not like long to continue wealthie. 

The ſcope is to ſhew,that yoluptuous perſons take the way 

to bring themſclues to penurie : cuen lawfull delights, when 
they be exceſſiue,turne to be fins, and cauſes of miſery, Saint 
Iames teacheth,that the earth is not a place,and conſequently 
that this life is not a time, to /ixe in pleaſure : biit thatis to be 
referred till reſt be given from labours,for a reward in heaven 
after this life, The Lordin wiſedome doth purſue this finne 
with the penaltie of pouerty for diuers cauſes : as one, becauſe 
it is due, and proportionable to their courſes; they fruit!eſly 
ſpend their time,and is not equall that they ſhould bee reſtrai- 
ned from wealth and ſubſtance, which is the fruit of time well 
ſpent. They offer violence to the good gitrs and creatures of 
God, by riotous and walifull deuouring of them ; and there- 
fore it is equall the good gifts and creatures of God ſhould be 
delivered out of their hands, to ſerve for the yſe of others 
which will yſe them betrer, Bee they reprobates that liue in 
this fin? need and want is the fitteſt rod to make them ſmart, 
whole happineſſe confiteth in Juxurie, and bellie cheere; are 
they cleQ, and ſuch are reclaimable? a better meanes cannot 
bee found to helpe them to repentance, then to pur themto 
drinke a potion of ſorrow and paine ; of hunger and thirſt; of 
cold, and raggedneſſe; who Erfeired before with delights, 
eaſe,and abundance. 
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Verſ.18, The wicked ſhalt be a ranſom for the righteonr,and 
the trauſgreſſor for the vpright. 


Hewicked ſhall be a ranſome for the righteons | viz. Many 

cimes it falleth out that when the godly are in erouble,or 
in perill,they eſcape out of the ſame and be preſcrued, and the 
whole burthen thereof fall ypon the backe of their enemies,or 
ſome euill doers, ypon whom God doth inflict that which 
man had prepared for the hurt of the righteous-as is plaine by 
the example of the Egyptians who were drowned, that the 
Ifaclites might bee deliuered; and of Hamas hanged, that 
Mordecaie might bee freed, It is a word borrowed from the 
Leviticall Law,wherein gifts were giuen,or ſacrifices offered, 
oroblations conſecrated. Sometimes for mens ſoules, for re- 
miſſion of finnes, not for the merits of the worke, bur forthe 
merits of Chrift, who was figuredin thoſe ſacrifices : ſome- 
times for the exchange, and buying out of thoſe things which 


were deſtinated to ſacred vſes, This proceedeth from the loue 1g,;, 1, ,. 


which God beareth to his people, whom hee incomparably 
preferreth before the yngodly, more then men are eſteemed 
aboue beaſts : who would nor kill a dog,to ſaue the life of the 

child? Abraham was glad to ſacrifice a Ramme in ſtead of 
Iſaac his ſonne, And if /acob might haue recouered /oſeph for 
a ſwine,or a Goar, would hee notmoſt willingly have given 

them for him? This verſe agreeth wholly in ſenſe with the 8, 

verſe of the eleventh chapter. 


Verl, 19. It s better to dwell in a wilderneſſe, then with « 
vontentions and augry woman. 


Tz deſart js a very incommodious and yncomfortable 
placeto dwell in: for therein good things are wanting, 
andeuils abounding, The Ifraclites found this true by their 
experience, who in the deſart not onely wanted food, and 
Crinke,but were ung with Serpents.Neuertheleſſe it is more 
tollerable to abide in the wildernefle among yenomous crea- 
tures, 


Pſal.r12, 
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tures,and wild beaſts, then to dwell in never fo faire or plen« 
titull an houſe, with a brawling and vnquict woman : for ſhee 
by her words and dealings will both protioke a man to oricfe, 
then any beare,or ſerpent.Asin the ninth verſe of this Chap. 


tr, 


Chan 21, 


, Verſ. 20, There is a treaſure to bee defrred, and oyle inthe 
dwelling of the wiſe, but a fooliſh man jpcnaerh ut vp. 


Here ts 4 treaſure to be C:(ired, and ole in the houſe of the 
] ho Inthe babication of the prudevt houſholder, there 
is layced-vp ſtorc of all things which are neceflarie and dele- 
Rable,and hereby he doth; commend the liberality and boun- 
tic of God towaid> ihofe or his ſeruants, who apply their vn» 
derfianding,and other yitts to godlinefle, and frugality, Hee 
doth allow {ufhcient both for necerfity ang dehghr ro them 
that be. thyztcie and goiily't as that holy:ſeruant of God ac- 
kuowledgerh.vpon comfortaþle experience, ſaying : Thou 
. doit prepare 4 table before mee in the hight uf mine adurrſaries, 
thou ao/t aunoint my head with oyle, and my cup runneth oncr, 
Becauſe he js rich engyghand hath plentie of all crearnres.tor 
beaſts, and birds, and fiſhes, and all manner of ynreaſonable 
creatures; ycator wiiked wen alſo, which are baſer then any 
of theſe; andirpleaſcih hum ſoto recompence that picty nd 
godlines which is in his ſeruants, and hkewiſe thcir dil; gence, 
painfylneſle and prudence : and he maketh them his granarie 
and ſtore- houſe, for the reliefe of many other; his &ifireſſed 
people : compaſſion z5 in their eyes, when they ſcerheir brethren 
in need,they aiftribute and communicateto the poere, if they 
hauc it,he knowerth they will fairbfully diſpenſe that which is 
put into their hands, and therefore putteth them in truſt to be 
his cofcrers..Tyugitis chat all have: na great abundance, but 
many arc kept withan a ſhorter teddey, and the Lord dieteth 
them,yhat they; ſhould not ſurfeic with excefſe 5fortoo much 
would make them too high minded;and too worldly minded: 
bur no good nan hathego lttlegand wan of comperence,3c- 
cording tathe prayer of the holy man;inthe'30, chapter, _e 
7 e1gnt 
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eighth verſe, For a ſmall ſubſtance is bleſſed by God for great 
vie : as was the widdowes caſe with her cryuſe of oy/e, and bar. 


rell of meale : andas is promiſedin the P{alme: a /ma!! thing to Pſal.37.6, 


the righteous,ts better then great riches t9 the wicked. Put 4 
fool ſh man ſpendeth it vp : The ynthrittie perſon either fpen= 
derh as faſt as hee getteth, and ſo can neuer kceepe {tore tOge- 
ther, or elſe by his prodigality, lauiſhing our his grea parri- 
monie,and great ſubſtance left him of his parenes,becommeth 
bankeroupr. See verl. 17.0f this chapter, 


Verſ.21. He that folloWverh afiey righ:eonſueſſe and mercy, 
findeth life rightconſneſſe and honogr, 


His is theproperty ofa godly man that hee followeth af- 

ter righteowſneſſe and mercy,or kindneſſe; that 1310 ſay, 
hee doth not ſlackly ſecke after, but enſue withearneſtneſle 
thoſe two vertues which are molt excellent, and vnder which 
all other are contained : the former of thele is righteonſueſe, 
whichis that vertue whereby that which is due is performed: 
the latter is mercy, whereby good is done of a mercifull and 
kind affetion, Hee that thus feeketh after theſe two vertues, 
ſhal! inde theſe three iewels, and (ingular rewards: the fir(t of 
theſeis /ife, that is, length of daies in this world, with all man- 
nerof comfortable bleſſings : the ſecond is righreouſneſſe, as 
#00d as,or better meaſure from the Lord, and men, then hee 
obſerued in his dealings, The laſl is hoxonr, that is to ſay, glo- 
_—_ In hezuen and earth, before the Almighty, and before 
the faithfujl : yea and ſomtimes withthe tongues, but com- 
monly with che hearts and conſ{ciences of the wicked, 


Verl,22, Awiſe man ſcaleth the city of the mighty, and ca- 
feeth downe the ſtrength of the confidence thereof. 
Aw man} Who is qualified with ſound iudgement and 
dicretion, ſca/eth, as a conquerour aſſaulteth, and win- 
neth che city of the mighty, the fort and hold which mighty 
men poſſeſſe, and keepe the walles and bulwarkes of it, wher- 
in 
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in chey much truſted, thinking themſclues thereby to beein 
ſafety. He meaneth that wiſedome is more excellent then 
ſtrength, and that in controuerſies and ftrifes: it helpeth more 
tothe viRoric to be prudent then puiſlant, according tothe 
teſtimonie of the Wiſe man ſolemnly profeſſed : I ſay better is 
wiſedowe then ſtrength : though the wiſedome of the poore bee 
deſpiſed, and his words not beard.For a man endued with wiſe- 
dome ſhall belt find out equity, and be moſt ready to find out 
a good cauſe: and he will beſt diſcerne of his aduantages, and 
find out fir meanes for the ryanaging of his matters, A weake 
man that hath the benefit of ſighc, will be too hard for a Giant 
that is blind : and how commeth it to paſſe that a lictle man 
can maſter agreat beaſt? but that the reaſon of the one pre- 
uaileth more then the power ofthe other. 


Verſ.23.1ho ſo keepeth his mouth and his tongue heepeth bus 
ſoule from troubles, 


V Ho ſo keepeth his mouth |Taketh heed to his words, 

and is conſiderate in all his peeches,notto be mute, 
when he ought to ſpeake, nor then to ſpeake when itbecom- 
meth him tobe filent, nor raſhly vttereth any thing that may 
be vnfic or vnſeaſonable,or any way for his diſaduantage, lee- 
peth his ſoule, himſelfe and his life from troubles, from that 
griefe, and thoſe afflitions, which vnaduiſed men doe caſt 
themſclues into by the miſgouernment of their tongues, Sce 
chap. 13. 3, and our note ypon that place, 


Verſ.24. Proud,and ſtubborne ſcorner is his name, whom in 
bis farie worketh pride. 


= is to ſay, he publikely is branded with many titles of 
reproch,as with the name of a proud man,one that is high 
minded,and vain-glorious; and of a /#bborwe perſon, that is, 
ſtomackfull, and yery wilfull: and of a ſcorner, one that is 2 
contemner and derider of all others beſide himſelfe, and in- 
deedayeryeuill and peftilent man, (for the word commonly 
is taken (asin the fir Plalme, and other places) for him that 
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Perſe 25.26. ProveREs 341 
is deſperately wicked, ) who in bis furie worketh pride, either 
by doing at that time ſoine preſumpruous action, or elſe by 
7:tering ſome inſolent tpeeches; for many being angry be- 
cauſe their commandements are not obeyed, their defires ful. 
filled; that they may make their power knowne, perſecute 
ſuch as refiſt them, or attempt high marrers in the pride of 
their heart,So did Lamech when he boaſted, that he world ſlay 
aman in his wound : 'Dathan, and Abiram when they role a- 
gainſt Moſes : Nabuchadnez.zar when he blaſphemed God, 
laying to Shadrach, Meſhech,and Abednegs, 11 ho is that God 
that ſhall del:wer you owt of mine hand? and atterward caftthem 
into the fiery furnace : avd Herod, when in his rage, for being 
defeated of Chri# did maflacre the little infants. 


Verſ, 25. The deſire of the flothfell flayeth him : for his 
bands refuſe to labowr, 


—_ 


He deſire of the ſlothfull | The things which hee defireth, 

and cannot obtaine, ſlayerh him,gricueth him ar the hart, 
and almoſt killeth him: for they that will ſpare themſelues 
from needfull and Chriſtian paines, ſhall bring ypon them- 
ſelves hurtfull and ſhamefull paines, miſerie ſhall purſue,and 
want will bring them to deaths doore : for his hands refuſe ts 
labexr, he doth nothing bur wiſh, but vſeth not the meanes 
toprouide for himſelfe,and therefore muſt needs periſh. The 
faultisnot layed vpon his debility,but vpon his wretchleſnes, 
They are not to bee charged for idle perſons which cannot 
worke,but which will not, for againſt ſuch dealr the Apoſile, ,_ Ther 3.16, 
that if avy would not worke,they omld not cate, 
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Verſe 26, He coneteth greedily all the day long but the righ- 
teous gineth and ſpareth not. 


Ee) The ſluggard mentioned in the former verſe: (for he 
doth inſiſt inthe fame matter) concterh greedily all the 
day long, he vehemently luſteth after other mens goods; from 
Unc totime, and incefiantly, huing both yncomfortably to 


hiaſelfe, | | 


342 Proverss. Chap 21, 


himſelfe, and ynprofitablyto others : for hee doth no _ 
that others might be benefited : nor getteth any good thar 
himſelfe might be relieued. So that hee noteth the ſlotbfull 
perſons of all others, to be moſt infatiably couetous, Their 
thoughts are ranging abroad, and ſurveying of euery mans 
eſtate, with a longing defire to haue, as much as,or more then 
the beſt : and the praQtiſes of many do conuince them of this, 
and for inſtance that, of gameſters, who would winall the mo. 
ney inthe world,if their skill and good hap would ſerue: they 
would not ſpare their deareſt friends, but rob them of all thar 
they are worth, if the dice, and cards would giue themthe ad. 
uantage thereto, How many inviting gueſts vnto their table 
ynder pretence of kindnes, doe make them buy their meate 
dearely, and pay an ynreaſonable ſhor for it, before they de- 
part? ſometimes threefold: ſometimes ſcuen fold : ſometimes 
ten fold : ſometime twenty fold, and more then their dinner 
was worth. And doenot gueſts inuited yery often requite the 
ſame vnto thoſe, who in good will haue entertained them,and 
with great charges made them good cheare:they doe not on- 
ly deuouretheir hoſt his meate, bur as cruelly as theeues, be- 
reaue him of all his money, that the family fare the worſe for 
their comming ſcauen yeares after ? See Chapter 13, verſ.g, 
But the righteous gineth : vnto the ſluggard is eppolſed one 
that is truly diligent, and faithful in his calling, whom he 
ſeeth as contrary to the other in diuers reſpects: as firlt that he 
is righteous and iuſt, whereas that laſie ſluggard is wicked and 
yniuſt:bs xs tberal,(tor he giveth to them thar are in diſtreſſc) 
whereas the other is hard hearted, and rauenous not ready to 
beſtow any thing, bur violent, in his defireto get that, which 
his neighbours haue : he is of good eſtate, and able to conti- 
nue his liberalitie,he ſpareth nor, either through niggardlines, 
or through neceſſicie ro miniſter reliefe ro them that want: 
the otheris beggarly, and ſo farre from ſufficiencie to yeceld 
help to his brethren,rhat he is burthenſome to them, and lieth 
as a charge ypon them. This good eſtate of the godly man is 
deſcribed by the Prophet inthe Pſalmes, ſaying, He hath di- 
ſderſed and given to the poore, his righteouſnes endureth for e- 
wer, 
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reſt 27.18. Pxovenns. 343 
#er, anda reaſon thereof is aſſigned becauſe bemeaſureth buy 

ures by indgement. And the Apoſtle,according to this text, 

h perſwade men to bee laborious, that they may the better 
exerciſe liberalitie, ſaying, Let him that fole,ſteale no more, but Ephed 4 x1, 
labowy with his hands the thing that is good,that he may Line to [ 
him that needeth, | 


= 
=_ 


- - ST 
-» 
_ * » b w- . 
© CCA ooo  e_ 5 = I 


Verſ.27. The ſacrifice of the wicled is alemination to the 
Lord : how munch more when he brmgeth it with a wiched mind. 


OS > 


- —_—_—_— I rn en mn 
. l _— - 
> - 


IT» ſacrifice of the wicked] That ſcruice whatſoeuer which 
they pretend to performe to God : whether prayer, 
thankſgiuing,or ought clſe,#s abomination, very offenhue and 
difpleating ro the Lord; and therefore alſo reiefted of him,as 
a hainous finne, See chap. 1 5.8. how much more when Le bring- 
ethit with a wicked minde ? when hee intended to effe&t ſome 
miſchiefe, vnder pretext and colour of devotion, and for the 
eahereffcRing of his wicked purpoſe : as Balaam, and Balaac 
did, when they intended to curſe the people of God: and as 
Abſalom who with the ſhew of performing a vow at Hebron, 
conſpiced againſt Daxid. and raiſed vp rebellion agiivſt bis 
owne farher : and as the Phariftes did, who vnder the pretence 
of long prayers, dewoured widowes houſes : ſuch was the faſt ap- 
pointed by /ez.ab:1, and ſolemnized by the Iezralices,to mur- Efai.5*.45 
der Naboth : and the people allo in Eſaies time, who fatted 
for ſtrife and debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedn ſe : 
ſuch were the ſermons of them alſo, whom Pax! charged to 
have preached Chri of enuie,and10 adde to his bands. Phil.r 5.16, 
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Verſ.28. v4 falſe witneſſe ſhall periſh : but be that heareth, 
ſeaketh conſtantly, 


Af witnes] A vaine perſon, who teftifieth things which 
be neue; heard, or ſaw, witneſſeth lyes: (for lyes are vn- 
truths, and deviſed by the braine of ſome deceitfull perſon or 
Farr, ſhall periſh : for being intrapped in his ſpeech, or puni- 
dby the Magiſtrate,or the Lord himſelfe, be ſhall be put ro 
Aa filence, 
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Glence, with ſhame, or cut off from the earth,ſhall not hue, or 
at leaſt haue no hearing for his lyes any longer time: for his in. 
Rability and doubling will bring him out of credit at leaſt, if 
not deliruction, See Chap, 19. verl.5.9. But he that heareth the 
truth of matters knowing alio the ſame, and being as ir were, 
ancye wirnes ; (for heputteth one ſenſe for ſundry) peakerh 
con'lantly, celleth the ſame talealwayes and in all places,when 
he is called thereto, whereſoever, whenlocuer, and before 
whom ſocucr.Panl was the fame man, w hen he made a ſpeech 
to the chiefe capraine, and to Felix, and vato Fe/us, and ynto 
eAgrip}a, See Chap.12.19. Tne oppolition liandeth thus; 4 
falſe wines vitereth matters which he neuer heard himlſclfe, 
and therefore ſhaft! periſh, or have his mouth ſlopped : but 4 
fathfullwitneſſe ſpeaketh nothing but that hee heareth him- 
felfe, or hath certaine knowledge of, and therefore ſhall ſcape 
deſtruction, and ſpeake conſtantly, 


Verſe 29, eA wicked man hardneth his face ; but as for the 
vpright, he drrefteth his way, 


Wicked man hardeneth his face The vngodly perſon go- 
Ai on in his finning without ſhame, or returning backe: 
the ſcate of baſhfulnes is in the face, ſo that whereas he ſauh, 
he hardeneth hc face, it muſt be ynderſtood that hecither de- 
fendeth his finne, or excuſethit, or proceedeth therein with» 
out bluſhing, He is likened to a traueller, that fetteth his face 
againftthe wind and weather, and goeth on forward in his 
journey, whether he bein the way or our of the way, all is 
one with him, Ext as for the mt he direfteth his way ; for the 
juſt man walketh warily and ſobecrly inthis world, and taketh 
care, that neither he erre in any of his opinions, nor ſwerve 
from the law of God in any of his ations : wherefore allo it he 
be reproued, or admoniſhed for any thing that is noted to bee 
amiſle in him, herefiſteth nor, but amendeth his fault, and as 
much as in-him liech, frameth himſelfe in the whple courſe of 
his life, vntothe obedience of the Lords commandements, 
Thus ſtandeththe oppolition:The wicked manis imgncpany 
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Verſe 30 Proynrs. 345 
and therefore careleſſe alſo how he walketh: but the righte- 
ous is modeſt aud ſhamefaſt,and there fore diretteth bis /eps. 


Verſe 30, There i na wiſdome, ner vnaer//anding , nor 
counſell agaim,? the Lord. 


Y the particulars he meaneth that there is nothing in 

man, whether wit, policy, or craft, or confederacy, that 

can infringe the decree of God, or hinder the effect of his pur- 

| poſes. For he denieth not that carnall wit, that the ftreine of 
wicked mens art, that the depth of tubtilty,that combinations 
and coniurations are oppoſed again the Lord, with all their 
power, and plotting, and hellifh practiſes, but they take no 
place, they nothing preuaile, as the Pfalmiſt faith, The Lord 
breaketh the counſell of the heathen, andbringeth to naught the »,, A 
denices of the people. The connſell of the Lord ſhall ſtand for ener, © * 
4 and the thoughts of by heart throughout all ages. And, Why doe 
the heathen rage, and the people murmur in vaine ? The Kings 

ef the earth band themſelues, and the Princes are aſſembled to- 


” gether agam/? the Lora, and again/t his (briſt : let vs breate Pn 
" their bands and ca't their cords from vs. But he that dwelleth in 

b, the heawens ſhall laugh, the Lord ſhall haue them in deriſen, 

= And although ſometimes things ſeemic to be effected bythe 

k. cunning praCtiſes of crafcy heads againſt Ged,and godlinefle, 

= againſt good men, and iult c2uſcs, yet nothing is done by the 

ie force of their wit, but onely by the vertuc of Gods will, ſome- 

| is times for the correion of his people, and ſometimes for their 

the triall, but all for their good, and our glory, asthe Apoliles to- 

th gether apprehended, and acknowledged in that which ſeemed 

_ themolt direfull ſuccefſe which cuer ftinfull man found, for the 

the crucifying of che molt righteous innocent Sauiour of the 

bee world, Dowbtleſſe (lay they) again/# thine holy ſoune Teſus, 

12s whomthou had/t annoynted, both Herod, and Pontins Pilate, A427, 
» of with the Gentiles, and the people of Iſrael gathered themſelues 

L rogetber,to do what ſoener thine hand,and thy connſell bad deter- 

ent, Wined before to be done. For how can anything be of force a- 

and guaſtbim,who giueth to all creatures their being, and from 
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whom men receiue all the faculties oftheir mind,and firength 
of their bodies ; who foreſeeth all future p__ and de 
FHgnements : who afſignerh to every man, all the ations that 
he ſhall effe&:who is preſent in euery place with wiſdome and 
might, to crofle all aduerſary craft and power, 


Verſe 31. Thehorſe is prepared for the day of battell: but 
ſafctie s of the Lord, 


| T- horſe is prepared] So are weapons alſo, and armour, 
and ſouldiers that ſhould vſc them; they are muttred, and 
they are trained: yer the victory is doubtfull how great foeuer 
the army be, how good ſocuer the armour is, and how »kilfull 
and yaliant ſoeuer the warriers be : For the King us not ſauedby 
[? the neultitude of an ho?®, neither is the mighty man delinered by 
Pſal.33-16.17, his great ſtrength, Ahorſe ts a vaine heipe, and ſhall not deliver 
any by his great ſtrength : for ſafety is of the Lord, hee giveth 
power to thar fide which ſhall win the ficld, without nced or 
helpe of their forces: for ſometimes the ſmaller multitude pre- 
uaile, and ſometimes the weake ſouldiers preuaile, as the wiſe 
man by experience obſerued, ſaying, [returned and ſaw vnder 
the ſurne that the race is not tothe ſwift, nor the battell to the 
ſirong, Now it is not Sa/omons intention to limit the point, 
and reftraine it to this particular, but his meaning is that the 
ſucceſle of euery thing is in Gods hands, and Rtandeth notin 
the force ofthe tmeanes, though neuer ſo lawfull and likely, as 
it is ſaid, Except the Lord build the heuſe,they labour in vaine 
Pal 7.1. chat build it : Except the Lord{.cepe the city,the keeper watch- 
| eth in vaine : It u in vaire for you toriſe vp early, and lie downe 
late, &c, For though great paines bee taken for riches, yet 
wealthis from the Lord:though great riches be gotten for the 
raiſing vp, and ſupportance ot a family, yet honor and c#2- 
bliſhment is fromthe Lord:though counſell be taken, and di- 
ligence be vſed, for the following of cauſes, and managing of 
ſuits, yer the ſentence is fromthe Lord:thoughphyſicke be mi- 
niſtred,and medicines applied, yet the recouery of health is 
fromthe Lord, &c. 
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Verſe 1, eAgoodname is tobe choſen rather then great ri- 
cher,and lowing faxonr then ſilner and gold, 


H Good name, viz. Reputation, ora good _ 
gotten by good men, for weidoing : (for it 
SSUANLZ is not that commendation which is giuen 
c if WAS. by the wicked, for doing of that which plea- 
gLGPLYY ſeth their humour ) » to | choſen, by ſuch as 
" loueandfearethe Lord,and the fellowſhip of 
his Saints,ratber then great riches, more then any commodi- 
ties of this life, In the Wks of Eccleſiaſtes, it is preferred be- Eccleſ 7.2 
forethe belt oy#tments, which in thoſe parts were of great va- Matih.26, 
lue, and were reckoned for treaſures, and eſteemed with the Mhi299 
moſt pretious things, For a mans credit,and honour is of out- S—— 7. 
wardchings his bett poſſeſſion, Becauſe it is peculiarto good 
men; whereas other things ina more plentitull meaſure, are 
among the wicked, Hypocrites and ſinners may bee applau- 
ded:as Herod, and the Phariſces were; but it will turne to 
their perpetuall ſhame at the laſt,as Herod ſelr, and he Phari- A&.rz. 
ſees were foretold, The deepeſt hypocrite cannot poſſiby LuK6.36, 
"7. ny _K hiseſtimation,or at all atraine vnto true praile : 
forthatis neuer ſeparated from a good conſcience, foraſmuch 
x itisnot of men onely,but of God himſelfe,and is alway the gom.z,1g, 
perfume of faith, and obedience : and hercin itis more excel- 
lentthen any earthly ſubRance,inthat it is ſo durable and per- 
petuall : death bereaverh a man of all his goods; they are 
owned by a new maſter ſo ſoone as ſoule and body bee ſepa- 
rate ;bur iuſt praiſe remaineth Rtill a mans owne : it taryeth 
hind him in earth,and goeth with him alſo to heauen, and 
will moſt grace him atthe laſt day, at the Indgement ſeate of 
leſus Chriſt, It may ſeeme ſometimes to bee aboliſhed, by 
the malicious {landers, and accuſations of wicked men; as 
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Nabotbs was when hee was defamed as a blaſphemer, anda 
traitor : but it is obſcured bur for a time, as it were clouds 
comming betweene mens eyes, and therayes of the ſunne; 
bur it cannot be taken away for euer,no more then clouds can 
euer keepe the Sunne from ſhining : for they that cannot take 
away grace,can neuer take away true glory, Waite on the Lord 
(faith Danrd )and he ſhall bring forth thy righteouſmeſſe as light: 
and thy iu/gement 25 noone a4y. eAnd lowing fauonr , that 
good liking whereby any perſon is acceptable and gratious 
inthe ſight of God and man: then filuer and gold,then thoſe 
things that are moſtdefired and couered after in the world; 
for it is a great bleſſing from God vpon due cauſe to bee belo. 
ued and fauoured of men, This is obſerucable in Daniel,in /0- 
ſeph,in Danid : & in many others whom the Scripture menti- 
oneth,aud eſpecially our Sauiour himſelte, who is faid roen- 
creaſe in wiſedome, and ſtature, and fawour bothwith Godand 
men.By this meanes many benefits are obrained, which other- 
wiſe could not bee gotten: and much good is done which 
without this could not be performed: as the preſeruation of 
the Church by Heiter and Mordecay : the building of the 
Temple by Zernbbabel: and the repairing of Jeruſalem by 
Nehemiah, The Scriptures abound with examples of this na- 
ture, 


Ver. 2. The rich and the poore meet together, and the Lord 
7s the maker of them all. 


He rich | Who for a time hath abounded with wealth, 

and great plenty either by his owne getting, or by other 
mens gifture,or by any ſuch meanes, (whether iuit, or vnrigh- 
wa, as it hath pleaſed Gods moſt righteous prouidenceto 
direc for that purpoſe, a»d the poore, hee that hathraltedot 
aduerfity,and drunke of the bitter cup of penurie, doe meet to- 
gether, notall,but ſome, whom the wa ſorerimes ſinglet 
out from thereſt, of both eſtates, to make them acquainted 
with both eſtates, doe finde an alteration of their formet 
conditions, the one falling or riſing to that which the other 


formerly had bene ; as paſſengers journeying from c00- 
tray 
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coaſts, doe meet in the mid way,and this man trauelleth 
thitherwards,from whence that man is lately gone and depar- 
ted, For no outward eſtate is certainly perpetuall, and yn- 
changeable, but that falleth out to be true which both Har- 
nah, the gratious mother of Samnel, and Mary, the bleſſcd 


mother of Chriſt did fing : They that were full are hired forth 1.Sam.2.5. 


for bread, and the hungrie are no more hired, And, he hath pat 
downe the mighty from their ſeates aud exalted them of low de- 


gree, He hath filled the hungry with good things, and ſent away Luk.z.52.53. 


the rich empty .Riches would be vntollerably admired,ifthere 
were a perpetuity of them, ſithence that now beivg fo fugi- 
tive they are ſo greedily coueted, and ſo confidently truſted 
in, And the ſtabilny of their fate which had once gotten the 
offeſſion, ſubſtance would turue to the hurt of their neigh- 
Lats ſhould thereby continually be depriued ofthe be- 
nefits thereof: for if all waters ſhould be dammed vp in a few 
mens ponds, what would become of the grounds, and cattell 
of others ? On the other ſide,pouerty certaine and continuall, 
would impaire that cheerfulnefle which is in labour and dili- 
gence,and that thankfulnes for the good ſuccefle of the fame : 
Gods promiſes for earthly bleſſings would not be ſo forcible, 
nor his power and tnerry Aram ſocleere and conſpicuous, And 
the Lord is the maker of them all,che maker of the men,the ma- 
ker of their eflates,a1.d the maker of that change and altevati- 
on which often happeneth,that the one might become grate= 
full,andthe other humble. This parity id rich /ob acknow- 
ledgeto be betweene himſelfe, and his poore vndetrlings, his 
ſervants, his bondmen. Did net hee that made me in the womb, 
make him? and did not one faſhion vs in the womb ? Ie is hee 
thenthar giuerh life, and breath, andreaſon, and being to all : 
andit is he that allotteth to every man his portion, ſome to be 
tull, ſome to be empty, ſome to haue much, ſornc to be worth 
little: ſome to be able to giue, ſome to hauc need to receiue, 
If all were rich,the bleffing would nor be ſo acceprable,accor- 
ding as many excellent gifts, being yet common, ace :10t, as 
hire, light, warmth,water,ayre,&c. Neither would there ſceme 
to be ſo much need of prayer for ſubſtance, or the preſeruati- 
Aa4 on 
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on thereof, If no man were in want, few men would take 
paines to trauell for others, if neceſſity did not compell them; 
and then there would be none to exerciſe mercy vpon, If all 
were poore,who ſhould be the helpers of them? who ſhould 
ſupply their wants, and minifter rcliefe yntothem? And who 
could carrie the countenance, the port, and conſequently the 
reuerence of magiſtracie,and of publike authority ? 


Verl. 2. «A prudent man foreſeeth the enill,and hideth him 
ſelfe : bur the ſimple paſſe on,and are puniſhed. 


Prudent man. | He that hath learned holy and heauenly 
wiſedome, ſeerh ihe plague, foreſeeth ſome iudgement 

and puniſhmeut ready to fall ypon himſeltfe, or the publikee. 
Rare,which hee dilcerneth by the knowledge of fins commit- 
ted, and the due meditation of thethreatnings of God againſt 
the 1zme ; all which he verily belecucth will be executed, aud 
bideth himſeIfe, dealcth tike diſcreet perſons, who apprehen- 
ding by fight or hgnes ſome tempeſt ariſing. berake them- 
ſelucs to couert,cither in a houle, or vnder a buſh, or in ſome 
other commodious and ſafe place of refuge. Spiricuall fore- 
fight and prevention of cuils, is by Je the fnoesthat 
may bing hurt; or by humbling our (clues after finnes com- 
mitted, as /s/isb did for himſelfe andthe people; and by de- 
pending on God alone, without truſting ro, or vſing of any e- 
uill meanes. Rachab, the Gibeonites, and Nineuites,are preyg- 
nant examples for this purpole : but the /imp,'e, thoſe billic and 
wicked fooles, worſe then witlefle idiots ; which will neither 
take notice of their iniquities, nor fearing the threatnings of 
God denounced again? the ſame, paſſe on, in their wicked 
waies and tranſgrefſions,not ſecking any ſhelter ſo much as of 
God himſelfe,and are puniſhed, ouertaken with ſome euils,ei- 
ther by curſes in this world, or with condemnation in the 
world to come : for all ob{linate and impenitent perſons mul: 
needs bring deſtruction ypon themſelves at the laſt, as the 
Scriptures threaten, The tranſgreſſors ſhall bee deftroyed toge- 
ther,and the end ef the wickedjhall be cut off. And, did notmy 
words, 
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words and my flatutes, which I commanded by my ſeruanti the 
Prophets,take holdon your fathers, and they returned and ſaid, 
As the Lord of hofts hath determined to do wnto m__— 
to our owne waies,and according to our workes,ſo hath bee deals 
with vs, Andthis both grregard of Gods uwltice, truth, curſe, 
and oath: in regard of Gods people, who ſhould not bee fo 
happie by ſhunning of finne,if wicked men might liue therein, 
and not bee miſcrable, 7 howgh a ſinner doe enill an bundred 


times,and bu daies bee prolonged: yet ſnrely I now it ſhall bee Eccle(.3. 12, 


well with them that feare the Lord, which feare before him, 


Vetſ. 4. The reward of humility and the feare of the Lord, is 
riches honour, and life, 


\He reward, Thoſe blefſings wherwith God dothrecom- 
pence hamulnty,that amiable grace of lowlineſle, when a 

man eſteemeth baſely of himſelfe,and clunkech wel of others, 
and accordingly giuing honour, and not taking of it ; andof 
the feare of the Lord, ſound picty and godlineſſe : #5 riches, the 
_-_ of good things, ſo farre as they are ſafe for their ſoules; 
onoxr, that good name that hath been commended inthe 
firt verſe; and /rfe, a comfortable continuance in this life, vn- 
till they be ripe for another,and then the enioyment of that, 

wich all happineſſe for cuer.Sce chap. 3.15.and 16.17. 


Verſ. 5, Thornes and ſnares are in the way of the froward: 
But he that doth keepe hrs ſoule ſhallbe farre from them, 


Jo and ſnares ) Moſt grieuous plagues and puniſh-- 
ments, ſuch as are contrary to the reward promiſed to- 
the humble and godly in the former verſe : the thornes ofpe- 
nurie, want, and beggery : the rhornes of contempr,and the - 
ſnares of death,arc in theſe waies and courſes which he taketh, 
andthat impious and wretched life which hee liveah: foritis 
theportion of godleſſe men, ro goe with miſery to their de- 
AruRtion, As the end of Pharaoh, Achab, Haman, and the 
whole rabble of that helliſh crue doth make the world ro ſee. 
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He that doth kheepe his ſonle, that hath confideration of his 
owne faluation and good cftare: ( for itis a part pur for the 
whole ) ſhall bee farre from them, from ſuch miſeries as 
hang ouer theſe mens heads, and therefore alſo fromthoſe 
miſdemeanours as pull downe ſuch ASE ypon them, 
Loe (ſaith [ob ) their good 1s not m their hand,let the comnſellof 
the wicked he farre from me, How oft ſhall the candle of the wice 
hed bee put out? and how oft commeth their deftruition vpon 
them : God diſtributeth his anger vpon them. 


Verl. 6. Traine vp a child in the way wherein he ſhould wall, 
and he willnot depart from it when he uc old. 


om vp 4 child] Giue inftru&ion vnto him, the manner 
whereof may bee gathered, nor onely by the mention of 
child, but by the ſignification ofthe Hebrew word, which is 
as much as if it were ſaid, catechize him, initiate him, enter 
him(as it were) properly dedicate him, as they did their hou- 
ſes new built vnto the Lord, informe him therefore accor- 
ding to his capacity in the grounds and principles of religion, 
admoniſh him alſo of his faults, teach him how to retorme 
them; rectifie and-ftrengthen him, whiles hce is yer a flexible 
plant , plucke ypthe weedes whichyert begin to grow in his 
hearr,while they be young and tender, before they have ta- 
ken too much rooting, Saint Pax! cequireth the performance 
of the ſame duty, ſaying ; Bring vp, or nurſe vp your children 
in the feare of the Lord, Hee would haue them to ſucke inre- 
ligion, if not with their mothers milke, yer ſhortly after al- 
ſoone as they are capable of ir, Here are rwo reaſons which 

may moue mento obey this precept ; The firſt is the cauſe 

thereof,in that ynderſtanding piery,and Chriſtian behaviour, 

isthe way cuen of younglings : according tothe Prophets te- 

ſtimonie Yherewuh ſhalla young man, ( - word is the ſame 

which here we tranſlate child) Cleanſe his way, in taking heed 

thereto. according to thy word, Now then: (thence it is lo, it is 
good to ſet them on forwardin ſo happie a journey betime 
in the morning, that they may take the whole day _ 
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them, The ſecond is the effeR, hee ſhall not depart therefrom 


whew he s old, the ſeaſoning of youth doth much confirme 


jery and goodneſle in riper yeeres,wherof our S«/omen bim- p, . 
jelfe found the benefit, And fo did Timorhie, in whom $. Paul : Tiw.3.14.15 


gpprehended ſo much grace and vertue, This cauſeth memo- 
riclovg to keepe the print of the firlt Aampe : and the de- 
lights and cuſtommes of yourh will not cafily be extinguiſhed, 
The vnreaſonable creatures which are tamed when they are 
young,and from the reates of the damme, continue lefle wild 
andfierce then others of the ſame kind, ſo long as they liue, 
Alchough thistimely teaching doth nor in all rakethis good 
effe&,yer it doth in very many,and is Gods ordinance for the 
fame,andthe parents exerciſing of it may take this comfort, 
that they haue obeyed the Lord, and neglected no dutic te 
their children, 


Verſ.7. Therichruleth oxer the poore, and the borrower is 
ſernant to the lender, 


F boo rich ruleth oner the poore | Becauſe the poore man 
ſtandeth in need of the rich, hee that is wealthie becom.. 
meth his Lord, vſurping auchority, and bearing away the 
ſway for all matters : for euery thing mult be as hee will haue 
it,andthe borrower ts ſeruant to the lender : for hee that goeth 
a borrowing(as we ſay gocth a ſorrowing :) for he loſeth his 
liberty, and is many times at his ivferiours commandement, 
They are often feared,and crouched vnto with cap and cour- 
tele, and magnified like young maticrs, which haue neither 
wiſedome, parentage, nor good nature, nor good qualities, 
nor ary thing elſe to adorne them; but only becauſe menare 
in their debts and danger who are vaworthie to bee ſervants, 
(ſo baſe they are and contemprible, ( having nothing to ſer 
themforth, but money and wealth) doe rake vpon themto 
bee Lords frowning vpon, rat!1g, andthieatning, and con- 
tempruoufly vilifying thoſe that are farre their berters, And 
7 theſe two circumſtances the wiſe man teacherh, that great 
wealth is a yſuall occafion of cruclty and infolency, _ 
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alſo the Apoſtle Saint 'ames obſerued, ſaying : Doe nor the 
rich oppreſſe you,and draw you before the indgement ſeates? And 
Daniel deſcribing che condition of one of the Monarches or 
Monarchies, faith, that in his greatnefle he was like to 4 Liow 
with Eagles wings, trong and fierce, and borne vp high; bur 
when his fate fell, his (fomacke alſo came ſomewhat tamed ; 
for when he was ſet on the ground ypon his feet, that « mans 
heart (whichis more mild and moderate)Was given vnto bum, 
For ir pufferh vp the heart,and maketh men proud and haugh- 


tie, thinking themſeJues the worthieft men, and condemning 


all others: and ſo it commeth topaſle alſo by the inequality 
of power: tor they ſce them(elues ſo ſtrengthened bytheir 
ſubſtance,thar they be able to preuaile in what they will, and 
all the poore vnable toreſiſt them. Security alfo is commonly 
ioyned witha great cttate : for they that are vp alofr, doe nor 
ſo much as dreame that they are ſuRie to falling, but their 
proſperity will bee perpetuall; as the Propher bringeth in 
proud Babel boaſting : / ſhall bee a Laay for ener, ſo that thay 
didft not lay theſe things 10 thy heart neither remembred|} thy 
latter end, Andin all this their follie and madnefle, they are 
very much forwarded by the inchantment of flatterers, 


Verſ.8. He that [eweth iniquity, ſhallreape vanity, and the 
rod of bis anger ſpallfaile, 


H E that ſoweth iniquity, | Hee that gineth himſelſe over 
with greedinefſe to commit ſinne,ſha[reape vanity,con- 
'dignepuniſhment and calamity, eſpecially from God indue 
time, It is an allegoricall ſpeech from husbandmen, which 
conclude of an -harucſt afrer their feeding, and looke what 
graine they ſow,that they make reckoning to haue a crop of; 
and fo wicked men doe neceſſarily prepare miſery for them- 
ſelues,as Elphaz, by obſeruation and proofe 'informed /ob, 
ſaying, As [ have ſeene they that plough iniquitie, and ſow wic« 
hedneſſe,reape the ſame, The truth whereof alſothe Apoſile 
Paul confirmeth as moſt certaine and infallible, edponyhing 
'the Galathians not to bee deceinedin the matter, as theegy 
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God might be mocked : For whatſoever 4 wan ſowerb,that ſhall 11 & v. 


br alſoreap.Vp6 mens ground ſomtimes thiſtles grow in ftead 
of wheat, and cockle in ſtead of barley : bur this finfull ſeeds 
man, is ſure to haue his owne againe, and that in full propor 
to1.there will bee neither alteration of graine, nor detect of 
growth; the truch and iuſtice of God will neucr permit thar, 
This is perpetually true in all manner finnes whereunto they 
addithemſclues, without repentance, elpecially of ryrannie 
and oppreſſion, the rod of his anger ſhall farle, that is; as in his 
arrogancie and indignation he that ſcourged the poore,ſo hee 
ſhall be ſcourged therewith, andit ſhall bee ſpent vpon him- 
ſelfe, ſo that he ſhall haue no power to hurt others: for the 
more violent and cruell wicked men are, the necier their po- 
ver draweth to an end: forthe harder and more often men 
ſtrike with che rod, the more they waſte ir, 


Verſ, 9. Hethat hath a bountiful eye ſhall be bleſſed : for hee 
gineth of his bread to the poore, 


Ht that hath a bountifull eye | Hee that is mercifull and li- 
berall coward others ( fora good man will haue his eye, 
and other fenſes to firther his heart ro compatſon: as Aoſes 
went to ſeethe burthens: of his brethren : and thoſe bleſſed 
ones whom our Saviour will praiſe at the latt day, vi/ſired the 
b-ngry the thiritie the ſiche,the priſoners ) (as contrariwilſe an 
eull eye is put for an envious and cuill perſon, becauſe with 
the ſame he corrupteth his heart) /ha/l be bleſſed: for not only 
men will wiſh him well, bur the Lord himſelfe will powre vp 
on him fore of earthly and heavenly bleſſings: fo thet the 
fruites of good grace ſhall encreaſe with him : for he giveth of 
bis bread 19 the poore; and all other neceſſaries, according to 
their need, and bis eſtate, And therefore the Lord accor- 
ding to his:owne goodneſſe, will yeeld him the recompence 
ofhis poodneſle, 


Verſ, 10, 
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' Vetſ. 10. Caft out the ſcorner,aud contention ſhall gee out : 
yea ſtrife and reprech ſhall ceaſe, 


Aft out, | Thou whom it concerneth, as hauing a calling 
$1! thercunto,as farre as thou mayclt with equity, and con- 
LF ; veniencic expel] and baniſh our of thy companie, thy familie, 
and juriſdiction, the ſcorner, hee that contemneth good men, 

good inſtructions, good matter. For beſide the realon perticu- 
q larly ſpecified, there is great reaſon why hee ſhould bee aban- 
/|# Rom.16. doned : becauſe hee is infectious, and able to corrupt all chat 
4 conuerſe with him, He delighteth to trouble the company of 
godly men,and Gifturbe all good conferences, it there bee any 
poſſibility of cure to be done of him ; this diſgracetull expul. 
fionis the molilikely meancs to worke vpon his heart,andre- 
claime him : or if he recciue no benefit by ir, it will bee ancx- 
emplarie warning and adinonition to orhers, and contention 
berweenec him and others well affeAcd ſhall haue an end, For 
there is no way to auoid contention with ſcorners, bur by cx- 
cluding chem out of our companie, For while they giue them» 
ſclues to contradicting and ſcorning,and take accrtaine price 
and pleaſure thercin, they doc nothing but prouoke braw- 
| ling and quarrels. Yet by that meanes of thruſting out ſcot- 
f ners, ſtrife not onely with him, but part taking many finnes 
y with others,and reproch, ſhame for,and in following {uch dif 
| cord, frallceaſe, be compoſed, and procced no further, Hee 

meaneth that diſſolute men are cither the authors, or main- 


| | tainers of contention, and /irife, which without them would 
|: citherneuer haue been begun, or being kindled would foone 
- be quenched for they are deſtitute of the peace of Godin 
q their hearts, for they are enemies to peace,and to every godly 


man that defireth to live peaceably, as David complaineth, 
Plal.120.6, faying: [ aw for peace, when 1 ſpeaks thereof they are for 
warre, 
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Verſe 11. 


Verſe 11. He that lourth purenes of heart, for the grace of 
bis lips, the King ſballbe bus friend, 


H E that lometh prrenes of heart| Which is ſincere, and vp- 


right i>the inward man,detiting that grace which accors 


one ding to vs wiſh his ſoule cannot lo fully attaine vnto, de- 

lie, rethog that corruption which hee cannor perfe&ly be purged 

en, fromw:for the grace of his lips;becaule he vitereth ailo gracious, 

Cu- and gratefull things, not luch as tickle the earcs, but ſuch as 

2 effect a fairhfull eart : for it 15 the note of ſincerity to joyne 

hat heart and congue together in good cauſes, enen by our Saui- 

y of ours teftumony who declarerh,that 4 good man, out of the good Mat, 2.3, 
any treaſure of bg heart, bringeth forth good things, To this 2- 

pul. greeth that of the Pſalmitt, © Atme heart w:llwiter forth a good 

| re« matter, [ will intreat 1m my workes of the King, my tongue 44 Plal zy.r, 
OX the penof a ſwift writer, The King ſha'lbe h friend, he ſhall and 17.3 
ion de well, and friendly vſed of great perſonages:tor the King ei= 

Eor ther will, or ſhould delightin ſuch perſons, as Dazid did in 

' CY Hujhai, His purpoſe is, to declare that faichfulnes is the beſt 

cm- way to preferment : as we ſee it verifiedin /oſepb, in Daniel,in 

ride Mordecai,and ſundrie others recorded in the Bible, For hone« 

r2Ws lty, and plaine dealing is a thing defirable : and therefore men 

cots for their owne ſakes,ofren make choice of,and iwploy ſuch as 

anes theymay truſt and rely voon. And God hath the Kings heart 

\ difo thy hind, to deriue his loue vnto his ſ.ruants, and to bring 

Hee thoſe into his Fayour, which are beloued, and fauoured of him, 

niN- andthat many times for the vſe, and comfort of diuers of his 

ould children: for by the loue of Pharao to /oſeph,allthefamily of 

Done laces was reheued ; and by the kir dnes of Aſbueroſh to Eſter, 

2d in the whole Church and nation ofthe Jewes was preſerued, It 

odly ſeemerh that the accepration of the ſound hearted man in this 

ieth, rerſe,is oppoſed to the reiection of the ſcorner in the yerſe 

e for ore, 
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Verſe 12. Theeyes of the 7 ord 4 /wr tnowledge : but be 


oevertbreweth the matters of the tranſgreſſor. 


Tz eyes of the Lord) His gratious mercie, and great pro- 
uidence (for hee ſpeaketh of God after the manner and 
capacitievf men) preſerze, keepe in ſaferie from all hurt and 
danger,knowledge, men inducd with true knowledge and vil. 
dome, the qualities ot the minde being put by a Metonymie, 
for the perſons inducd therewith and their ſtate, and affaires 
alſo,as may be collected by the Antitheſis, but he overthrow. 
eth the matters of the tranſgreſſor : ſometimes hee reſiſteth ar 
the beginning of their arrempts: ſometimes they proceede on 
in their bufineſle in great hope, and hkelihood of happie ſuc. 
ceſſe : but when they arc about toſet op the roofe, their foun. 
dation faileth, and cowne commeth 3ll their building, their 
words, their thoughts, their ations, their Hare, all that they 
ſaid, purpoſed, did or had gotten, is quite overturned, and 
commeth to naught : For God doth fer himſelfe againſithem 
in eucry one of theſe, The oppoſition ſtandeth thus : Theeye: 
of the Lord preſerue ſuch as hive knowledge, and therefore 
cſtabliſheth their matters, but they are dircQed apainſt thoſe 
which are finfully ignorant, atid therfore ouerthroweth their 
affaires, 


Verl. 13, The ſlethfu!l man ſaith there is a Lion without :| 
ſhall be larne in the ſtreetes, 


| rw ſlothfull mas | He that giveth himſelfe to idlenes, and 
loytering, faith 4 Lion is without: although hee viter not 
the ſame words which are ſet Cowne in this place, yet hee ſo 
behaueth himſelfe,as if hee Tpake them, by faining of lets, and 
fearing of dangers, as lofſe of life, or of fauour, or of libertie, 
or of money, hath alwaies one excuſe or other, either inhis 
heart,or in his mouth : For this complaint of the Lion is but 
caſting of an imaginedperill; imagined,1 ſay, becauſe he thin- 


keth 
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keth a Lambe to be a Lion,and is terrified with his owne con- 
ceit : For Lions haunt not in fireetes, but in woods and wil- 
dernciles : and ifa Lion were in the itreete of a citic, or tov. ne, 
there would bee kelpe enough to fave the man, arid Kill the 
bca't,fothat there need ro be no ſuch diced to befliinerl.cres 
in. 1t is the purpoſe of the holy Ghoſt to declore ti; 011; ofi- 
tion of inen that are vnwilling zo doe goot!, thoy HH} {eine 
ſhifrs,and faine excuſes, needicfie,and innicle fl and very ab- 
ſurd, rather chen they wil. be inducec to pr rio+:nethar which 
they affect not, King Zedevrat was perivaccy 10 yecld hime 
ſelie roche King of Babel, and fo he, bis people, aid the citie 
ſhould be ſpared from the {org : but hee durſt rn: torſooth, 
becauſe he was :f 
of 5abel, le! th:j ld be delixered to hem and they Would 
mocke h:1m. C ertaine ſearchers were {ent v.ith /oſkna and Cas 
lebimo the land of Canaan,to view the conntrie,co the intent 
they might bring good newes tothe people, & animate them 
to gue ani rake puſſethon thereof: but they wanted conrage, 
an hadno minde to incounter withthe Canaanites, & theres 
fore could picke quarrels againſt the place, and finde out rea- 
ſon. ;n relpeR of the pertons, to afray themſclues,and all their 
brethren from thac expedition, The cities are walled((ay they) 


and exceeding great,the people be [frong that dwell in the land: Numb,13.33. 


it is aland that eatethwp the mhabitants of it : and the men that 
are nit are of great /tature : for we ſaw giants the ſornes of A- 
nah which came of the giants,ſo that we ſeemedin onr /i ght lite 
fraſhopperr,and ſo wee were in their ſight, Was there cuer any 
thing more gratious, comfortable, and lightiome, then the 
kingdome ot Chrift ? and hath ever any gouernment beene 
more milde and righteous, then that of Dazid, his tubftiture 
and figure? and yet the contempruous rebels which refuſed 
toſubmic them{elues thereunto, could picke quarrels againſt 
the fame,as itthey had been cruell and tyrannous, accounting 
them rather priſons and Iayles,then tollerable Som 


= vs (lay they ) breake their bands, and caſt their cordes Plal.z;, 


ATP 


Bb Verl.1 4+ 


ra'd of the ewes that were fallen vn:19 the king lerem 
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360 Prxovenss. Chap.12, 
Verſe 14. The month of aſtirange woman is a deepe ditch, 
be that is abhorred of the Lord ſhall fall therein. | 


He month The faire ſpeeches,and flattering words vite. 

rcd by the mouth of a ftrange woman, of an hatlet, or 
whore,jis a deepe ditch,tull of great danger. lt is very fitly com- 
pared toapit, becauſe he that fallerh rnereinto cannot riſey 
againe, bur is plunged into etcrnall and moſt fearctull deſtry. 
Qion, 2nd bottomleſſe miterie. Sec chap.7.26.27. 

eA':d be that is abhirred of the Lord! Such a one againſt 

whom God is prowoked by former wickednes : being deli. 
vercd vp by him into a reprobare ſenſe, through a peculiar 
kinde of reucnge, ſhall be ſeduced by her,as this our Salomon 
e}{where alſo reftifier!'; [ find more butter then death the woman 
whoſe heart is ſaves and nets, and her hands as bands : who 
pleaſeth God ſhall eſcape from her : but the ſinner ſhall be taken 
by her, 


Verſe t 5. Fooliſhnes is bortnd to the heart of a childe ; but the 
rod of correit:on ſhall drine it out, 


Ooliſhres) Wantonnes, frowardnes, and fimplicitie (prez 

dcth it ſelfe thorow the whole fleſh of youth, but efpecitl 
ly hath aboad in their ſoules, where it is deeply rooted : For 
their reaſon is weake , their will waiward, and their whole 
heart addiQed and inchned to evill, And this corruptions 
bound vp in ſuch ſortin a childes hearc, as that it 1s {aſt ryed 
therennto,as a packe or a farde!lis to an horſes back, Sormen 
all children, as well as clder folke,are ad dietcd and inclinedt0 
cuill,Gnne,and folly, And Danid yeeldeth a reaſon hereof:(tor 
that which hee teftifieth of himſ{clfe perrineth to all others) 
when hee faith, that he was borne in motile, and that in (mt 
his mother had conceiezd him, But the rod of corrett on wi 
drine it ont : CorreQion giuen with the rod will be a ver 
good meanes to remoue it, For the medicines againit ſim, 
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perſe 16.17. Praoverns. 361 
that age: 25 tothe eldor forr, the Word, the Sacraments, and 
cenſurcs of the Chu»c!t : to rhe your-ger lore, eſpecially 44, 
ſuc't as arc yet but te:wer untiructions, with the rod of parents 
and LOUcrnours, 


Verſ.16. He that ejpr-ſſeth the poore to increaſe hit riches, 
ard he that gimet! to therich,ſlall ſurely come to pokertie, 


E th.t oppreſeth the poore) Either by fraud, or force, or 

any indireet meanes, t» imcreaſe his riches,to ivake hime 
ſelfemore rich 29d rightic racreby : tor they that rake away 
fromthe ncevie, viualiy beito's where no neede is, and the 
greateſt oppreflors are commonly great bribers of thote that 
are abone them, and often make feaſts to their ſuperiours, to 
getthem to be their friends,aud to fervether turnes: that their 
favles may be inked argand dif rented with and to fave their 
eredic, which 1s impeached by ther violem and ynmcrcafull 
dealine 1-2.) 46/9 come towant, For cruchie,and vaiutt dea- 
Way 19 enerthrow a mans effate,as Zophar witneſs 
Iz: That which hoe labanred fer ſhall he refore, and [bail not 
fra cw it down::according to his (ub Farce fhll his veil uierinn 
beard he ſhall not remove therein, Becanſe he bath oppreſſed the Tob.20 
poore, bee «Hſe hee huh vielntly tal tr aw iy an houſe which bee 
builded not, The Lord by law of r«quicall doth oftentimes 
expole them to oppre ſon, cr elſe ortierwiſe powreth 8 curſe 
ypon them : this fomet: mts rhey haften by their owne greedy 
Cefires, in ſtriving 16 comp 74{e grear matters, and to that cad 
guctotherich, and namely ro the Vſurers, that they may fur= 
niſhthem with money, v. hen the: e will not be tufficienc tor 
the purpoſe : who hauirg gotten them into their clutches, do 
pray vpon them, votill they Have drawne them drie,neuer cca- 
ling to ſucke,ſo long as there is any moifture in their eſtate. 


ling," 


Verſ.1 7. Kow downe thine cares, and heare the words of the 
Wiſe and applies thine h-art to my vuderitanding, 


—_ the beginning of the tenth chaprer,to this place, di- 
uers briefe ſentences haue been ſer downe, rather by way 


Bb 2 of 


18,19. 


Plal.49.1, 


1.Xing.13, 


362 PrxovunBs. Chap.12, 


of doQtrine, then exhortation. Now that tile being altered 
Salomon returneth to take vnto him the perſon of afather,and 
for the moſt part doth ſpeake after that manner which he yled 
in the nine firſt chapters,and this courſe he holdeth in the rem- 
nant of this chapter,and the two next following. Againe,cx. 
hortation is here propounded, which is ſet foorth by the ſub. 
ject of it : the duties whereunto hee doth perſwadevs inthis 
verſe, and is inforced by reaſons for confirmation of it, in the 
foure next following. Thedurie is firſt ſer downe more gene. 
rally, to embrace the words of wiſe men : and more particy- 
larly ro be attentive to his knowledge : Bow downe thine eares, 
and hearken vnto the words of the wiſe, bend the ſenſe of hea- 
ring.which is the entric of ynderftanding, vate the ſpeeches, 
and writings of the godly learned, For regard isto be had to 
the. documents-and infiruRions of men indued with pictie 
and vnderfanding, and that doth Dawrd require of allin that 
ample and ſerious exhortation : Heare this all yee prople, 
gineeare all ye inhabitants of the world, Our neede requieth 
it, who cuer wee are, though as Daxid, or Peter : and Gods 
bleſſing is beſtowed vpon thoſe that are attentiue to ſuch, 
Chap.12.14. and his judgements purſue ſuch as reiect chem: 
as we may ſec in Rehoboam,in eAmaziah,and in Eltes lonnes, 


and apply thine heart to my knowledge, See chap. 2.2, 


Verſe 18. For it is a pleaſant thing ,if thou keepe them within 
thee,they ſhall wathall be fitted in thy lips, 


He reaſon whereby he doth confirme his doAtine,is fir! 

fromche delectation, aud Celighttulnes of it, jn the de- 
ginning of chis verſe: the ſecond from the commoditie and 
vicfulnes cf it,in the latter part of this verſe, and in all the next; 
thirdly,fromthe excc!lencie and dignitic of it, in the twen- 
tieth verle : foucthly, trom the certaintie and truth,in the one 
and r'yentierh, 

For it is ap eaſant thing, the hearing,and vnderſtanding of 
them, 23d al! ocher Scriptures, & ſreete, and comfortable, 1s 
ioyfull ca thc. heat, as any aſpeR or beautifull Gght can os 
wiy 
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Verſer9. Provanss. 363 
ſibly beto the eye,or the moſt delicious foode can bee to the 
taſte : For they are found and felt to bee ſweeter they the 


bony, or the hony combe, For by theſe a man is ſtated in pj 1g.co, 


Chiiſt, in Gods fauour, in heauen, and in all the promiſes : if 
thou keepe them within thee, in thy heart, in thy minde, and in 
thy memorie : the Hebrew word is in thy belly, which ſome- 
times in the Scriptures is taken for the inward parts,or facul- 
ties of the ſoule,chey ſhall be withall firted on thy lips, From the 
pleaſure of them, he commerh to the vſe,and profit of them : 
which in the firſt place is externall, they ſhall furniſh a man 
with wholeſome and ſeaſonable ſpeeches. Ir is faid they ſhaft 
be futed on thy lips, the inſtrument, or cauſe, being pur tor the 
efte thereof; For the word of God in the heart and minde, 
doth yeeld matter to the tongue and lips, of fruirfull confe- 


rence : aud he that applieth his eare to heare attenriuely, ſhall 1Gi.0.4.5. 


thereby inable his mouth co ſpeak fruitfully,and for the good 
ofmany. And agreeable hereurto is that inthe Palme, 7he 


mouth of the righteous ſpeaketh wiſedome, and his tongue tal- Pſal, 37.30.31, 


teth of mndgement : For the law of God is in his heart, there= 
fore none of his ſtep: [hall ſlide, 


Verſ. 19. That thy truft may bee in the Lord, | bane made 
tnowne unto this day enen vnto thee, 


E ſheweth another yſe and fruit of his doQtrine, and all 

Gods words, which is internall, and that which concer- 
neth the inward man,which is hope, confidence, and depen- 
dance vpon God : as ifhe ſhould have ſaid:To the intent thou 
maicſt neither deſpaire, nor yet ſecurely leane ynto thine 
owne wiſedome, I haue both by my words and writings gi- 
venthee ſuch inftruRion,as ſhew both /choxah to be the true, 
eternall,and all-ſufficient God, as alſo declare the duties of 0- 
bedience, wherein men are vo walke before him. For the 
whole ſcope of the Scripture is, to bring men to belecucin, 
andconfidently to reſt on God,as Saint Paw! teacheth, affir- 


ming, that wharſoener things hane been written in fore time, Rom. 5.4; 


vere written for our learning, that we thorough patience, and 
Bb 3 comfort 


Negudim, 


Shaliſtim, 


364 Provenss. Chap.22, 


comfort in the Scriptures might have bope. For in this confi. 
Reth all true bleſledneſſe: as from vaine confidence, and 
worldly truſt all miſery proceederh, 


Verſ.20, Hane | not nrritten wnto thee excellent things in 
connſels and knowledge ? 


H:s verſe containeth the third reaſon, commending the 
Em ranre of Salomoxs leflons, and all the reſt of God 
doCtrines,which he expreſleth, _—_— a ſimile,or compari. 
ſon,and partly by the matter and ſubie& which they handle 
and entreat of : the compariſon is taken from the dignities 
and degrees of great men ; and therefore he ſaith, that they are 
excellent,orprincely,nor baſe or common, but rare androyall 
ſentences : before in this booke Chriſt ſaid, I will vtterthe 
words of rulers : there is vſcd a word inthe Hebrew, that no- 
teth out thoſe gouernours which guide and leade the people: 
and here another which ſignifieth thoſe nobles which are in 
the third place from the King. The ſubicRts hereof is cemnſel!, 
and knowledge, which reueale and make manifeſt the reuelati- 
on,and manifeſtation of Gods counſels and purpoſes which 
aduiſeaman, and giue him perfe& direRion in all his waie, 
which ſo cleerely informe a man in whatſocuer is fit for him 
to vnderſtand, as that there is nothing meet for his ſoule, or 
Rate, or credit, or any thing appertaining vnto him for his 
good,but he may know,and haue ſound intelligence thereol. 


Verſ. 21. That Imay make thee to know the certamty of the 
words of truth ; that thoumaye#t anſwere the words of truth ts 
them that ſend vnto thee, 


HE: we haue the laſt reaſon whereby this doctrine is prar 
ſed,the verity of that which he in this place, and theſpi- 
rit of God euery where doth teach: which firlt hee exprelly 
profeſſeth and teacherh, and after enlargeth by the end and 
effeQ ofthe ſame;T hat [ might make thee to know the certam!) 
of the words of truth : as if he ſhould haue ſaid, I do not broach 
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or giue out fantaſies or fables, which yaniſh or ever they come 

to paſſe, or fiftions of things which never were : but I publiſh 

truthes, whereof thou maieſt haue a perfe& evidence, and 

which ſhall be performed without faile in their ſeaſon: and are 

not onely to be credited as humane words, or writings, but to 

be beleeued with faith as the ſayings of God, Theend of this 
followeth, that thow mighteft anſwere the words of truth to 

them that ſend vnto thee; which tendeth to this purpoſe: I,and 

the Lord which ſpeaketh by me, would not onely hauethee 

to apprehend and bee perſwaded of the truth thy ſelfe,but to 
confirme it alſo to others, and bee able torender a reaſon of 

thy iudgement and doings to thoſe that ſhal cal theetoan ac- n.,, £c. 
_ to giue ſound aduice to thoſe that ſhall require thy 1, Per.3.1 5. 
counlell, 


Verl.22, Rob not the poore,becauſe he is poore,nor the afflifted 
in the gate, 

23. For the Lord will plead the cauſe, and will ſpoile thoſe 
that ſpoiled them, 


7 avs ewo verſes containe a caueat againſt opprefſion 
wherein wee may note the parties ſpectally to bee freed 
from moleſtation, and the manner of moleſting inthe former 
verſe; and the reaſon of itin the latter, The parties not to bee 
wrenged are the poore, Rob not the poore, take nothing from 
him yniuſtly,not vpon that title which he hath, nor any part of 
his ſubRance, becauſe he 5s poore, embolden not thy lelfe by 
theſight of his debiliry, and thine owne power to fly at him, 
deuou-2,or plume him, but therefore bee the more warie,and 
ifnothing elſe detaine thee from that artempr, yer let this, be- 
canſe be 15 poore,and hath more need to bee relieued then fur- 
ther moleſled, The manner of wrong doing forbidden is, op- 
priſe net the afflifted in the gate, Itis agricuous fault to adde 

iCtion to the afflited, bur to doe it in the gate, to abuſe pg}, 69.26. 
ones might inthe place and ſeate of ivſtice, which is meant by 
the gate, there to overthrow the right of himthat is wrong- 

ypurſued,or gricuouſly a" is an intollerable crime, 

B and 


lob 31.23, 


266 ProvnRes. Chap.22, 


and hainous offence: for God hath appointed it as a refuge 
for them that are wronged, and for reliefe of them which (ys 
Raine injuries, The realon why this ſinne is to be auoided,and 
men ſhould ſo carefully abſtaine from it,is, becaule the Lord 
will take the matter into his hand, though all the counſel] bee 
again{t themnow,and no man take vpon him the defence of 
their cauſe,orto open his mouth in their behalfe, yer God in 
time, without a fee will proue thatthe law and right was on 
their fide,and though the bench bee made againft them, and 
ſentence paſſed on their aduerſaries fide, yerthe ſuite will not 
ſo bee cnded, but hauc a new day of hearing hereafter, when 
God ſhall be Iudge, who will make a decree that all the pro 
ceedings again(t him,ſhall be reuerſee,or left ſo recompenſed 
as ſhall be ro their honour,and their enemies ſhame: For he: 
will ſpoile their ſole that ſpoileth them,execute vengeance, and 
iudgements vpon theſoules and bodies of their oppreflors,to 
their vtrer ouerthrow incarth,or hell, amongſt men,or before 
the throne of Chriſt in the world to come, 1 his was of great 
moment with /ob to deterre him from violence, and iniuliice 
towards his feebleſt inferiours, whom hee could haue had 
meanes moſt cafily to cruſh: If 7, ſaith he, hawe /iſt vp my hand 
again#t the fatherleſſe when [ ſaw my belpe ina he gate; then let 
mine arme fall from my ſhoulder blade,and mine arme be broln 
from the bone, For deiFruttion from God was a terrour vntome, 


and [ could not be delinered from bus highneſſe. 


Verſ. 24. Make no friendſhip with an angry man, and wiih 
a furious man thou ſhalt not poe., 
25. Leit thou learne hu wates,and get a ſnare to thy ſoule, 


M2 no friendſhip ] Chuſe not him to bee thy familiar 
friend.who is of a w rathfull diſpoſition,neither goe with 
bim, be not ſociable with,nor oftinthe companie of the furi 
%%s man, himthat is wholly giuen to heate and furic, and can- 
not ſubtuc his angrie and outragious affeftions : Some by na- 
ture ſomewhat haſtie are not ytterly to bee reieted, or cxclu- 


ded from our companie, if through Gods grace they bridle 
them- 
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themſelues in any good meaſure : but ſuch as neither hauepo« 
wer nor will to (tay their paſſions,either by Gods grace,or the 
vſe of reaſon,are fit to livealone, as Dragons, or wild beaſts, 
The reaſons of this precept are from the cui!l cffect that will 
roceed from ſuch a companion, Oe is, lelt chow learne his 
waies, leſt by his example 2nd company thou be infeed with 
his vices. For ſociety with any kind of wicked perſon is dange- 
roustro cauſe infetion,and inperticular in this caſe, there can 
be no ſafety in breach or kindneſſe withhim: If we accord,and 
there be agreement betweene vs, we ſhall heare vntrue reports 
from him,and fo be partakers with him : if breaches, wee ſhall 
bedriven alſo to brawle and contgnd, and'fo at the laſt get an 
habit of frowardnefle. Another is, /ei# thou get a ſnare to thy 
ſonlc,leſtthou be driven into ſome quarrels, to doe miſchicfe, 
totheendangering ofthy ſoule, or life,or be aſſaulted with his 
violence, and meet with a deadly blow at his hands : for the 
furious perſon ſpareth not to ſhead blood,neither are his moſt 
- way and kindeſt friends alwaies free from his rage or af- 
aults, 


Verl. 25.Be not thou one of them that {rite hands nor of them 
that are ſureties for debts. 

26, If thou hait nothing to pay why ſhould he take away thy 
bed fron vnder thee ? ” F 


E not of the number of them that ſtrike hands. Sec chap. 5, 
1.2.3, 

If thou bait nothing ts pay|If thou haſt yndertaken for more 
then he for whom thou gaueſt thy word, is able to fatisfie, or 
tieuthy ſelfe canſt conueniently diſcharge,z/hy ſbould he rake 
away ” bed frem under thee? why dot thou through thine 
owne follie commit, that thou ſhouldeſt bee depriued ofthe 
bed whereon thou lieſt? and haue a thing ſo neceffarie as that 
1sto bee taken away fromthee, and ſo beſides the ſhame and 
diſgrace thou ſhalt _ nothing tolie on. Sce chap.20.16, 


Verſ, 27. 


| | Denr.19.14. 


Deut.27.17. 
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Verſe 27. Remowe wot the axcient land-markes which thy fa- 
thers haxe ſet, 


Emone not] By force, or fraud, openly, or ſecretly, inthe 
day, or in the night, the ancient land-marhkes, to inlarge 
thine owne ground,and detraQt from others,which thy father; 
haze ſet, which thine anceftors have made for bounds andli. 
mics. In Iudea the changing of the markes of lands did breed 
great confuſion,in the yeere of Tubile, wherein their grounds 
were to be rcſtored to the firſt poſſeſlor, or at leaſt totheir po. 
Keritic. Amongſt ys incroaching on other mens poſleſſions, 
and the deceitfull diſplacing of the fignes of our inheritances, 
cauſeth ſuites of law, fraies, and ſlaughter. If mens grounds 
ſhould not bee ſenered by creekes, or ditches, or kedges,or 
meare-ſtones, or ſome other markes,much wrong would bee 
done, and none ſhould know his owne : and therefore faith 
Moſes in Deuteronomie, Remone not the ancient bounas which 
the elders hane ſet downe. And by the infringing of this pre- 
cept men incurre that ſolemne curſe, which was publikly ce- 
nounced, ypon mount Eball, with the Amen of all the multi- 
tude, Curſed be he that remoneth his neighbours marks ,and al 
the peop/e ſhall ſay Amen, 


Verſ. 28, Seeft thou a man diligent in his buſineſſe ? he ſbal 


Ravd before Kings ,and rot before meane men, 


gz thou a man diligent, or ſwift (for ſo the word fignih- 
eth) in his buſineſſe, doeſt thou obſerue one who diſpatch- 
eth any worke of the body or minde with nimblenes,or that 
doth as it were flic about his maſters errands? be ſhall ſtand be- 
fore Kings,he ſhall be recciued into the ſeruice of Nobles,and 
Princes, who are wont. greatly to delight in thoſe thar are 
quicke ſpirited, and painfull, and not before meane men, remai- 
neth not in the number of them, but is mare highly preferred, 
Whereby he ſignifieth, that faithfulnes in a calling,is the beſt 


Way to true aduancement. It they haue not entertainment 
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with great men, becauſe their families bee not alwaies ſafeſt 
for their ſoules and manners, yer they ſhall be ſure of fauour, 
and countenance, from the great God, which of all others 
yecldeth the greateſt honour,Sce chap.1 2.24. 


— —_—— 


' CnayPrER, XX11I, 


yo 
Verſ.1, When thou fitteſt Yvith a ruler, conſider diligently 
what is before thee, 
2 For thou putteſt a knife to thy throte, if thou be a man gi- 
wen to thine appetite, 
3 Benot deſirous of bis daintie meate, fer it is a deceitful 
meate, 


@.Y92 2 <He holy Ghoſt declared inthe laſt verſe of the 
7" former chapter,that diligence aduancerh tothe 
preſence, and ſpeech of great perſonages: and 
; now in tbe beginning ot this chapter, he ſhews= 
, eth how they ſhould behane themſclues when 
they come before them : ſpecially when they fir to eate with 
them. Theſe verſes containe two exhortations, inforced with 
their ſeuerall reaſons, The firſt is to bee wiſe, and conſiderate 
at thepreſent whiles we are at the table with them : that then 
weſhew not our ſclues rauenous, and vnciuill,in the two firſt 
verſes, The other,that we doe not greedily affe& dainties, to 
preſſe our ſelues to the feaſts and tables of our betters,eſpeci- 
ally noble perſonages,and courtiers, in the third verſe. Conſi- 
der diligently what is before thee, ponder, and obſeruc, with 
wiſedome,and diſcretion,the nature and number of thoſe di- 
ſheschat are placed on che table, that thou begin not where 
thou ſhouldeſt not, and ſo bewray want of good manners, or 
ouercharge thy ſtomacke by fee ing on cuery one,and fo diſ- 
grace thy ſelfe with intemperance: Foritis an ordinarie thing 
the tables of Princes and great Lords, to haue diuerſitic of 
meates, with diuers ſorts of wines and plentie, toſhew their 
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magnificence, whereof a man cannot fall to euery one with. 
out luxurie,and exceſſe,whichis odious at all times,and in all 
places,but much more thee, and in ſuch a preſence, And ther. 
fore men ought to be as circumſpet at their meate, as in any 
other of their affaires : becauſe mens eyes looke ypon them, 
which oughtto be regarded,eſpecially if they be men of qua- 
litie and place : and Gods eyes behold them, which of al others 
ought moſt to bee reſpected. S./ude marketh them withthe 
brand of wicked perſons which feede themſelnes withent al 
feare. Otherwiſe thou pmtteſt a knife to thy throte : If thou bee 
immoderate in thy dier, and haſt not power to bridlethine 
appetite, and reſiraine thy ſelfe from exceſſive hy and 
drinking, thou doeſt aftera ſort indanger thy life, as if thou 
diddeſt pur a knife to thy throte,and ſo be made the author of 
thine owne death : For ſurfeiting and drunkennes doth de- 
ftroy health, and fo thereby men offer violence totheirbo- 
dies : and the puniſhment of them is cuerlaſting death, and(o 
thereby they deſtroy their owne ſoules. Be not deſirow of hy 
daintie diſhes, luſt not after, nor couet with an vnbridled «#e- 
Qion his delicates : the Hebrew word importeth ſuch things 
as ſauour well ro the taſte, and are ſweete and delicious, The 
meaning is, that good fare, fine apparell, and other delights 
which areto be found in the courts of Princes, and fawilesof 
greatmen,ſhould nor allure vs without iuſt cauſe,and dueci 
ling, to intrude our ſclues as it were into thoſe places,to be. 
come courtiers,companions with,or attendants yponthoſeof 
high calling ; for it is 4 deceitful meate, like a baite, vndet 
which lurketh an hooke, and ſuch foode it is as will cafily 0- 
uertake a man, if he be not very warchfull and warie : it doth 
not yeeld ſuch contentment as men expeRted : many vexation 
are mingled with it : there is no ftabilitie therein,to day in 
uour, to morrow in diſgrace ; now aloft, with countenance 
and hopes,anone downe to the ground with contumelies and 
deſpaire : many ſecking by this meanes to ſet yp themſelus, 
and theirs for euer, haue ruinated their former eſtate, whid 
was competent,and ytterly ouerthrowne their poſterities, 
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ith 
in all Verſe 4. Labour not to be rich, ceaſe from thine owne wiſe= | 
ther« faome, | | 


Verſe 5, Wilt thou cauſe thineeyes to fiie vpon that which is 


1 an 
_ nothing? For riches maketh ber ſelfe wings,and flieth as an eagle 
qua- teward bheauen. 
thers 
th the $ inthe former ſentences he fordad the immoderate ap« 
" | Apetite after daintie foode : ſo in theſe he prohibiteth roo 
1u bee cat adefire of wealth, and riches, He proceedethin the ſame 
thine wmethode which lie had begun in the former chapter, by giuing 
and an admonition,ancd conhrming it with a reaſon, Latorr not to 
Fon be rich,crudge and moyle not by toylefull trauell to ger, and 
hor of hoard vp ſubſtance, and ſtore thine houſe , thy chefts, thy 
th des barnes, thy fields, thy grounds, thy warchouſe,or thy ſhoppe 
cir b0- withplertie and abundance: ceaſe from thine owne wiſedome, 
andfo becauſe thou haſt,and all carnal) men do account ita poynt of 
4 of hy prudence and wiſdome,to be worldly,and hauing,to provide, 
d ifte- and heape yp much, therefore alter thy minde and reforme 
things thy judgement, know that to be folly, which thou elicemeft 
's, The for great wiſedome : For ſeeing it was not the wiſedome of 
el'ghts, God,but the wiledome of the world, which ſeemeth plauſible 
1lesof to the fleſh, but ablurd tothe ſpirit, thou ſhalt prouide beſt 
Juecal- for thy ſelfe to calt ic off and haue no more to doe with it, For 
.to be. notwithſtanding it is diſcretion to bee induſtrious, and dili- 
choſe of gent in worke,to ſerue the Lord,in hope of his blefhng: yer it 
, ynder is but a fooliſh part to opprefle the body or minde with too 
ally 0- beauie burthens of karking, cari::g, and anxietie, to make a 
+it doth god of ones owne labour or policie, with truſt or confidence 
x2ti0Ns 1 that which is done, or gotten, So that worldlinefle is no 
y in fo pert of ſound wite-loine, but of condemnable folly, and that Luke 12.26. 
tenance by Gods owne te{timonic, calling him foole, which wanted 
lies and net witro lcape vp great wealth, For 1 15 painful ro the body, Fecle(,2.26, 
mſelues, and draweth it yato needlefic and fruidefle labours and tra- 
e, which uels : ir 15 burchenous ro the minde,and oppr:{leth it with for Ecclel,g.17, 
cies, 10 1G YExations ; and it is perilous for the heart and conſci- 


ens 


Verl.4, 


Luke 21.34. 


Tob.21.16. 


Tere.17-11. 
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ence,and makerh men vvhit ſor theirlatter end, vrmir dull of 
death,and ynprepared for the judpement to come, 
Wilt thou cauſe thine ezes to fite vpon that which is nat Ling? 
Wilt thou too carncHly and cgerly like a fool: Foulkrir, 
haulke with the flight of thine eycs, atrer that which when 
thou haſt caught it is nothing worth? Two arguments hee y. 
ſeth co condemne the bn of coucrouines $ one from the vant. 
tie of goods fo gotten : rhe other fromthe inftabil;:ic,, 204 ve, 
certaintie of them, He calleth chem acthirg, tur that! ere js 
a ſubſtance in the creatures,and good vic atv of them to fuch 
as louc them not too moch, nor abvyſe them, but none ir poſe 
ſeſſion of them to the « oucrous perſon: the having them is 
nothing, and to no patpoſe to him, It1s as pood, and betterto 
be withour them, then retro be nothing the better for them, 
T hey flie as an eag/e toward henuen : the inſtab*!:tic,and vocer- 
raintie of riches,hce declareth by an cileyan tinulituce ſhews 
ing themto be as fugiciue, 21d once Joſt as irrecont1o0le, 2g 
wilde fowlethat is flien away. as thoſe /owles wh ch be taik. 
relt of wing,and ſoarc highet},cuen like vnto an Eagic, which 
cannor eak:ly betaken,or overtaken, Now'then as a man can- 
not aſſure him{elfe to fare the better, becauſe fole doe light 
on his paſture, or fic in his meddowes, becauſe they hee in his 
ground, but not in his hand,as /ob {21th : For when hee com- 
meth ronards them for contentment, comfort, or vſe, tity 
take their flighr,and mount vp into the aire,and flic 51 ay,and 
ſo defeate him of all his hopes : Earthly things may be plent- 
fully in an earthly minded mans houſe, bur ro more |:is;torin- 
joyment, then the birds that fr vpor the top of his houſe, or 
vpon an hightrec, or flic in the open felis, ſeremy victh a lis 
milic fomewhat Ike vnto this, and altogether for the ſame 
purpoſe : eAs the Partrich ftteth an egges, and hatcheth them 
wot : or 0therwile tranſlated, As he Partrich gathereth young 
which ſhe hath ner brought foorth : ſo be that gatherer\ riches, 
and not by right, ſha?! leane them in the midde/? of h: daits,ans 
at bis end ſhall be a foole, 
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Verſe6. Eate thow not the bread of bim that hath an exill 
gye,nor de fire bis daintie meates, 

Verl.7. For as he thinketh [o ts he: eate and drinke ſaith he 
to thee, but his heart is not with thee, 

Veri.8, The mar(elf which thaw baſt eaten thou ſhalt vomit 
vp,and loſe thy ſweete words, 


S alittle before hee aduiſed vs not to b« too defi: ous of 

the delicates of great men : ſo here he countelleth vs to 
beware,that we be not too much beholding for foode, or any 
other bencfics,to miſers and churles, Eate not, nor cartake of, 
without confideration,or iuſt warrant, ebe bread, drinke, or a- 
ny kinde of 'o0de,or other bencuolence, of him that hath an 
exileye,of a too much refirained or niggardly perion, ſuch a 
one is contrary to him that is I!beral!, and hath a good eye, 
c<hap.22.19. nexher be defirous of his daintie meates (vecaule a 
ſwecte tooth, and hungrie appetite, leade men many times to 
vnkit places) For as he thinketh im h:s heart (ous ke,he is not as 
he pretendech with his rongue,and ashe maketh ſcmblance of 
with his countenance,tranke,and free,and vlad to give enter- 
tanment: but miſerablc,and churliſh, becaute he rhinkerth all 
loft, that any man hath from him, 1a; t}:3t goeth our of his 
diſh, or our of his cup, or out of his purſe, at: hough ir befor 
his owne people, or his owne hps : he begradgeth himſelfe 


* ſufficient of foode and n: ceffiries, and how can hee then wil- 


lingly ſpare any thing to t\rangers? he cannot affoord his own 
belly a good moriell of meatc, and would it not gricue him 
thatthou ſhou!del} eate vp his vuals : and therefore though 
he ſay vnro thee,e.rte Arinhe, g0CtO ! Prav you, ſpare nor, you 
are welcome,&c. ye! b:; heart ;; not with thee, he thinketh not 
& hee ſpeaketh, nor tpeaketh in louc fo much as in comple- 
ment,and with difft.nularion, 7 be morſell which thou halt ea- 
len tou ſhalt vomit vp, thou ſhalt finde ſuch victer f2uceto 
thy ſweete meate by tome ſnare wherewith hee will intrap 
thee, to make thee-pay deare!v for all thor chou haſt caren at 
his board,or by ſomediltalituli fpeeches co make vp the _— 
with, 


CY 
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74 PROVERBS. ' Chap.14, 
wich, or by his diſcouerie, and thy apprehenſion of his nig. 
gardly diſpoſition,as that thy mindfhall beeas much affiQed 
with gricte, as if thy Romacke were diſquiered with afurfeit, 
orthe receit of a younit, a#d loſe thy ſweet words, either ſuch as 
thou haſt receiued from him,as welcome, and mwucb good dee 
pou, and others of like nature, or ſuch as thou ſhalt renderto 


him in way of thanktulnefle, and acknowledgement of his 
kindacſle, 


Verſ. 9, Speake not in the eares of a foole : for bee will deſpiſe 
the wiſedome of thy woras. 


Peake not] Viter not wholeſome counſel] ro an obPirate 
foolc,or {corner : for he that wil do good,aiid receive com. 
fort by his words, muſt conſider not onely what he (21's, but 
with whom hee talketh: good {eed is not to bee for. ne vpon 
rockes,and craggic places : good licour is vut to bY put iti vie 
cleanc or broken veſlcls : holy thiags arc not to bee givento 
dogoes :nor pearles to be calt hefo:c twine, For hew:' 9:(;1ſe 
the wiſedome of thy words,he will be ſo farre from protiunghy 
that which thou ſhalt teach him, as that he will peruertthem, 
and either picke quarrels, andraile ypon thee, or othervile 
take aduantage againlt thee, or atleaſt hate and deſpite thee, 
and the wiſcdome of thy words, See chap.g. 7.8.9. 
But hereinit concerneth ys to bee cautious and diſcreet, 
that wee condemne noteuery onethar is ina fit of paſſongo 
be a wicked foole,nor euery vnregencrate man to be a wiliil 
foole in this kinde andnature, bur triall muſt bee had, (ſo farre 
as is fit for our place) before we paſſe ſuch a cenſure yponany. 
Andin this caſe patience and long fuffering is requireable,tht 
though we find no ſucceſſe at one time,yer wee take occaſion 
totry what will bee done at another: and though wee beethe 
men that can doe no good with him, yer let vs hope that 
another may preuaile more : bur yer after all this, i he pete 
fiſt in his railing and iefting, and contempruous behaviour, 
make an end with him, ceaſe to admoniſh him any fur- 


ther : but though hee bee incorrigible, agd will nor be = 
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10. Is Pxoynnns. 375 
ted, yer heis rebukeable,and muſt be diſgraced, both for ter- 


rour to himſelfe,and example to others. 


Verl. 10. Remoxe not the ancient land markgs and enter nog 


imo the field of the fatherleſſe. 


m— not the ancient land-markes,Sce for this,chap.22., 
28, and enter not, cither by craft or violence, by fraud, or 
force,in any ſort, inte the fields, houſes,or poſſeſſions, either to 
make claime ynto them : it thy conſciencetell thee they be not 
thine owne, or totake any commodity thence which is not 
duc vnto thee, of che fatherleſſe, of orphants, who by reaſon of 
their young 0, can make no rehiſtance : as wanting experi- 
enceinthemſclues,or helpe and aide from others. And the 
fame is to be ynder(tood of any that are weake and friendleſſe: 


and — this the Lord faith in Exodus, Thow ſhalt not xxQ4 11.22, 


moleſt any widow, or eorphant. 
Verſ, 11. For their redeemer is mighty, and hee willpleade 
their canſe wih thee, 


H: alleageth a cauſe why iniurie ſhould not bee offered to 
the fatherlefle, or widow, &c, For that the Lord who is 
thehelper of the helplefſe, is full of might and power ; though 
they bepoore and weake, he is their redeemer, or reuenger,hee 
is (asit were) their neereſt kinſman, whois to purſue not only 
the blood that is ſhead, bur all other wrongs that are done. Al- 
deitthey finde no patrones in the world, yet hee will defend 
theirright,and puniſh the wrong doers : for hee doth moſt 
helpe them that be helpleſſein the world: and the ſame the 
Scriptures publiſh as matter of great honour and glory due 


vato him, Sing ye vnto God (faith one text) ſmg praiſes to bis pry1 gg. 4, 


une, extoll bizs that rideth vpon the heanens, by bis name lab, 
«ndreionce before bim, «A father of the fatherleſſe, and « inage 
if the widows,is God in bus holy habitation. Praiſe yethe Lord; 
Faſeibe Lord O my ſoxle ( (aith —_ The Lord my. 
Cc wer 


—- 


# 
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Chap.23, 


Plal.146.1.9. werh the ſfrangers,he relieneth the fatherleſſe and widow: but the 


Eccleſ 5.8, 


way of the wicked he turneth vpſide downe. 

And therefore it is ſafer to encounter with men of great 
might,thento trample vpon them, who in themſelues have the 
lea(t power, foraſinuch as God is in this caſe more intereſted 
inthe cauſe, as being in a ſpecial manner the gardian of his po. 
werleſfe orphans,or pupils,and the great maſter of the wards, 
If thou ſee5#( faith Eccleſiaſtes) the oppreſſion of the poore, and 
violent perneriing of indgement and initice ina pronince, mar. 
ne! ot at thematter,in way of diſcouragement : for he that y 


higher then the highe#t, regaraerd, and there bee higher thex 
they, 


Verſ. 12. Apply thine h:art to inſtruftion, and thine eares ts 
the words of knowledge, 


Pply thine heart to inftrution,| Bend allthe powers and 
faculties of thy mind to recciucit, and thine eares, apply 
all thy ſenſes and parts of thy body alſo, to the words of know. 
ledge,as are vttered out of knowledge, wiſedome, and iudge- 
ment,and able to miniſter knowledge and vnderftanding : hee 
vſeth apart ofthe inward man,and a part of the outward man 
for the whole man, both inward, and outward : for if thou 
wouldeſt haie an attentiue care at the word of God, thou 
mult bring a good heart to it: andif thou wouldeſt forethy 
heart with the wiſedome and grace of the word, thou mult 
bring an attentiue care ; otherwiſe thou ſhalt not ynderſtand, 
or not affe&,or not retaine,or nor obey that which is taugit 
thee, 
Ver, 13. Withhold not correftion from thy child : for if thou 
beateſt him he ſhall not die 
14. Thou ſhalt beate him with the rod, and deliner hi ſonie 
frombel, | , 


VV Ithhold not correftion,|Be not remiſſe to inflit mo- 


derate and due puniſhment, when need requireth, 
| - 
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fromthy child, which deſeruerh the ſame, as few do nor, at one 

time or other : for if thow beateFft hims with the red, when thou 
ſhalrin meaſure, and good diſcretion chaſten with the ewig, 
or wand, thou ſhalt cauſc himto ſmart,and not cauſe himro 
die, or receiue hurt thereby, The old ſaying remaineth true, 
thatthe rod will breake no bones : thou ſhall be ſo farre from 
killing of him, as that it will be good phyſicke for him, and a 
medicine to preſerue him alive, 

Beate him with therod, and thow deliuer bis ſoule ſrombell,) 
Fromdeath,danger,and miſery,both of ſoule and body. Thoſe 
oouernours then that moſt faithfully exerciſe Gods i{cipline 
towards their people, are their be(t,and moſt faithfull friends, 
andofall others doe them moft good, and that in time the re. 
formed ſeruant will acknowledge with thankſulnefle vnto his 
maſter,and the child to his parents, which is promiſed (as the 
fruicand good effect of holy ſeverity, for the reclaiming of 
burtfull perſons) by the Prophet : Ore ſhall ſay vnto ſuch a 
one,and lo dealt with, What are theſe wounds in thine hands ? 


Then he f.all anſwere, Thoſe with which 1 was wonnded inthe Zach.1 3.6, 


bouſe of my friends, 


Verſe 1 5. My ſonne, if thine heart be wiſe, my heart tallre- 
ſoyce,euen mine 

16, Tra my remes ſhall reiogce when thy lips ſpeake right 
things, 


M: ſonue if thine heart be wife, | If thine affeRions doe de- 
hire wiſedome, and thy mind be enriched with it mine 
beart ſhallrejogce, exen mine, even I ſhall wonderfull celighe 
therein for thy ſake, what comfort then ſhale thou thy ſelfe 
hnde by ic, 

Tea my reiaes ſhall reiozce,) Ninc inward parts ſhall be mo- 
uedro exceeding great checrfulneſſe: and I ſhall be glad from 

bottome of my heart. For Scripture attributcth the ſeat of 
he will andaffeQions to the reines: as whed it is ſaid, God is 


the ſearcher of the heart and reines : When thy lips ſpeake ler.x7.16, 


Night things, when thou vtiereft ſuch ſpeeches as are true, wile, 
Cc 3 iuſt, 


3.loh.z. 
&.1heſ.3.16, 


3.loh. 4. 


21,Thefſ. 3.9. 


$78 Provun Chap.13, 


juſt, holy,and gratious: For euery good man will bee gladto 
ſee googneſſe in the people of his charge : both in love tothe 
parties in whom the image of Chriſt ſo ſhinerh, which if itbee 
a matter of comfort to behold in any, much more to ſce it in 
them which are loncere voto him : and herein a man ſhall ſes 
Gods bleſſing ro himlclic, in the proſperous ſucceſle of his 
planting, ſowing,building, and ſpiritual labours. Saint Joby 
had nogreater ioy,then to heave that his children walked mthe 
treth, And Saint Paxu{thought that he could neuer be thank. 
fall enough for ſuch a bleſſing, vponthe Theſlalonians, For 
what thankes (ſaith he) can we render to God againe for you for 
all the ioy wherewith we ivy ſor your ſakes before onr God, 


Verſe 17. Let not thine heart enuve ſinners,but bethow in the 
feare of the Lord all the day long. 

18. For ſurely there is an end,and thine expeitation ſhallud 
be cnt off. 


Bs not thine heart ennie ſinners, | Let northe proſperity 
and flouriſhing Rate of the wicked trouble thy mind, nci- 
ther grudge or repine thereat : for from whence groweth this 
enuic,bur from an ouer great eſtimation of earthly things, as 
though ſome part of happineſſe confiſted in the having of 
them? bat bee thou in the feare of the Lord all the day long. 
Hepreſcribetha remedy againſtche evill which he had forbid- 
den, be thow in the feare of the Lord,doe thou reverently trem- 
ble ar,and worſhip the Lord,and be ſoundly rel1gious: forto 
thou ſhalt get power over this burthenſome finne of enuie: 
For true piety, and the grace of Gods holy ſpirit will illuni- 
natethe mind,and make a man ſee why ſuch mien areto bepi- 
tied, rather then enuicd : for their proſperity is bur yaine at the 
beſt, but worſe then thar, it is burtfull and pernicious vnto 
they, Fhis will killpride, and diſcoucrto a man his ownevt- 
worthinefle of that which he hath,and therefore he ſhall haue 
lictle liſt ro trouble himſclſe about that which others have. 
This ſeaſonerh the foule with faith and confidence in God, 


and ſweetenethit withthe delight of his holy word, which - 
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ithe perceiue, or receiue it not: he biddeth him laying aſide all 
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expell the bitrerneſſe of enuie, All the day long,continually, in 
proſperity,and aduerfity,whatſocuer thy (tate be, or howſoe- 


yerthe world goeth with other men,our religion ought ro be pr;1 106.3, 


Rable,conſtant,and continuall: for God is continually good, Luk.1.74. 
and gratious ynto vs,and therfore why ſhould not we be con= 
Rantly ſeruiceable to him? there is no time when weeare out 
of his preſence; and therefore it can neuer be ſafe for vs to bee 
careleſſe ofhis worſhip; neither doth any moment paſſe with- 
out a bleſſed effeR,that is beſtowed about his worke. 
For ſurely there is an end, and thine expettation ſhall not bee 
c#t of, | Their wealth,their pompe,their pleaſures, whatſocuer 
their hearrs be molt affeRed with,mult ceaſe, and periſh toge- 
ther with themſelues and their hopes of perpetuity, the tranſ- 
greſſors ſhall bee deſtroyed together, and the hope of the wicked Pſal.z7.38. 
Jhallbe cut off : and notwithſtanding godly men bee full of af- 
fligions, ſorrows, ficknelles,neceſſicies, moleſtations, and dif- 
praces; yer all theſe, or whatſocuer other calamities ſhall va» 
niſh away in time, andthe hope of Gods fauour, and bleſſed 
reward from him, ſhall outliue all theſe, and cake place when 
theſe be aboliſhed, Marke well the vpright man,and behold the pj. 17437. 
inſt, for the end of that maw is peace. That which he defired and 
expeRted he ſhall be ſure toenioy, a fairbfull man ſhall nor bee 
fruſtrated of his expeRation, nor defeated of that which hee 
hopeth for: according as the Pſalmitt ſaith : T he poore man ſhal Plal31.29, 
not alway be forgotten, the expettation of the poore ſhall not” t= 
Mb far ever. For that is cuer grounded vpon faith, and faithis 
lurely grounded ypon Gods promiſes. 


Verſ, 19. Heare my ſonne and be viſe, and guide thine heart 
Wy WAY. 


His ſentence is inſerted ( as it ſeemeth) as a concluſion to 
thepremiſes, anda preface to the exhorration following, 
Seeing knowledge commeth by hearing, the ſpirituall father 
Gth firſt will his ſonne to heare, Secondly, for as much as 
man may heare wiſe counſels, and bee neuer a whitthe berter, 


Cc 3 Ignorance, 


— 
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380 Prxovaerss. Chap.23, 


ignorance, andchildiſh ſollie,to be wiſe, Laſtly, for thatitis 
not enough to receiue the truth, ynlefle it bee loued, delighted 
in,and imbraced inthe affe&tion : hee exhorteth him to guide 
his heart in the way,thatis, to cauſe his ſoule to affeR and fo]. 
low after the feare ofthe Lord,and not the way of the wicked, 
And this he doth the rather, becauſe that yoloptuous perſons, 


that refuſe to hearken to Gods wiſedome, and their hearts are 
oftcn beguiled, and corrupted with yoluptuouſneſſe, and epi. 
curiſine, which are not guided inthe way of yertue and good. 
neſle, 


Verl. 20, Bee not among wine- bibbers,and rietons eater of 
fle , 

21. For the drunkard and the glutton ſhall come to poxery, 
and drow ſince hall cloathe a man with rags, 


F E not among wine-bibbers,| Follow not the cuſtome, nor 
company of ſuch as haunt tauernes, and quafte in one cup 

o: ltrong drinke after another, and riotous eaters of fleſh, bee 
not of their crue or ſociery,who loue good cheere, and dain- 
tice meate, who immoderately deuour it, It is not vnlawfullto 
drinke wine, or ſtrong drinke, but it is finfull codrinkeit too 
oft, and too much : whether a man bee drunken therewith,or 
be ſtrong to powre it downe without drunkennefle, Neither 
F doth God forbid the vſe of fleſh,or delightfull food : tor hee 
Nehem.8.1&; doth alloy his people to cate of the fat and drinke of the ſweet? 
but to be cormorants,and bellie-gods, to fare deliciouſly euc- 

Luk,16, ry day,as the rich man did inthe Goſpell, toliue in pleaſure» 
Lam 5.5: theearth,and to nouriſh ones heart as in the day of ſlaughter, or 
, feafting. is condemned as volawfull and finfull: for beſides 
the miſchicfe that theſe vices bring, both tothe braine, (io- 
macke and whole body : befide the ruine and waft that they 
make ina mans eftate; beſide the infamie and reproch whici 
they bring to his name, they corrupt the heart : they are impe- 
diments to Chriſtian wiſedome: they hinder a man fromthe 
fruit of Gods holy word :for all epicures are —_ = 
ga J 


Iſa. 5.22, 


and epicures,commonly haye hearing,and preuaile with thoſe 
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tratable,and profitnorhing by the beſt counſels that can bee 

juen yncothem: therefore {21th the Prophet; They haxe er- 
redbecauſe of wine,and are ont of the way by ſtrong drinke : the 
Prieft, and the Prophet hane erred by ſtrong drmke, they are 
ſwallowed vp with wine : = haxe gone 4itray through ſtrong 
drinks : they faile in viſion, they /umble in indgement : For all 
their tables are full of vomiting no place ts cleane Whom ſhallhe 
teach knowledge ? or whom ſhall hee make to vnderftand the 1(a.28.78. 
things that he ety; 

The reaſon why ſicferting ard drunkennefſe isto bee au0i- 
ded, is,becauſe the drw»karo and glution ſhall come toponer:y, 
partly through their great expenies, 2ndpartly through !ofle 
of time : and for that much eating cauleth much ſleep! , and 
much ſleeping bringeth extrearac pouerty, To make the vices 
of ſurfetting and drunkennes more oC ous, it is faid that drow- 
fmeſſe ſhall clonthe a man with raps 10 goe in torne and patch 
apparell; the pampering ot his b-lhe dra'vecl; miſery vpon 
his backe, and cauſerh it to bee pinched withpaine and cold, 
which is oneplague threatned for 2!! other, and is 2 imarting 
laſhvpon him : for that gluttons,d+unkards.and fluggar's are 
very proud,as well as yoluptuous,and would goe gaie,as well 
as fare delicately. And therefore « ragged coate doth much 
burthen cheir backes,and gall cheir hearts, and is a great cor- 
rafive ynto them, and is as vnpleaſanc as a vomit after their 
furfeit: bur God will ſo feruc them in their kind, by reſtrai- 
ningthern of thar which they moſt affeR, and impoling that 
ypon them which they moſt abhorre : and this vile apparellis ' 
aneyeſore to themſclues, ſoit maketh them a gazing Rocke 
ww others, being many times the liveric of a waſtfull yn- 

ritt, 


Verſ.22, Hearken to thy father which begat thee,anddeſſiſe 
wt thy mother when ſhe is old. 


Earhen m_— father, ſee chap. 1.8. that begat thee, He 


yeeldethareaſon of —_ why parents are to bee 
regarded, becauſe ynder God they haue been inſtruments of 
& 4 much 


q Heb,13.9. 
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232 Proven. Chap.23, 


much good ynto vs,wee haue had our ſubſtance, our life and 
being tromthem, and conſequently in that reſpect wee are 
by them made capable of all the happinefle which wee ſhall 
(ſefſe,both in heauen or carth : and the Apolile tothe He. 
me aſſigneth this ro be the cauſe why they areto beere. 
oarded, cuen then when they deale _— with vs, ſaying, 
IVe had the fathers of our fleſhwhich corretted,and we gane thew 
renerence,&c. And deſpiſe not thy mother when ſhe is old, think 
not baſely of her in thy mind, let her not beevile in thy eyes; 
ſhew no contempt ynto her in thy behaviour : neglect no du. 
ty to her when ſhe is old, or weake, or poore, or little regar. 
ded by others : for no infirmities or wants can giue thee dif. 
enſation to ſet nought by her, or to detraQt any dutie from 
hes ſhe is (hill the ſame that conceiued and bare thee: ſhee is 
Nill the ſame, whom by expreſſe name, in ſpeciall maner Cod 
doth command thee to honour : the triall of thyJoue and loy- 
altie to her in that eſtate will principally be made. Feare ofthe 
rod compelleth children to ſtandin awe of their mother, in 
her freſh yeeres,and vigour ofher time,and whiles they be vn» 
der her gouernment : and hope induceth many to be (ubmille 
and obeyfant whiles ſhce hath ability ro miniſter ſomewhat 


ynto them,or leaue them portions : but it is the feare of God, 


and a good conſcience, which worketh reuerence towards 

her, when they Rand in no bodily feare of her,or haueno need 

of her, nor expe&no benificence from ner : but contrariwile 

= is by Gods prouidenceput vpon them for her relicfe and 
ccour, 


Verſ.23. Buy the truth and ſell it not, alſo wiſedome, inſtru 
Hion,and vnderitanding, 


Vy the truth, | What the truth is our Saujour declarethin 

the Goſpel, ſanttific them with the trruch,thy word us truth, 

Therefore when he ſaith, bxy the trath,he meaneth che know- 

ledge and comfort of Gods holy word, and the profeſſionof 

the ſame with faith,and obedience, which hee admoniſhetbvs 

to bx,thatis,obtaine,and retaine with labours, with charges, 
wi 
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ud ynderſtanding, ( of which three yertues much hath been 


Verſt 23. PraovasREs. 383 
with perill (if need be) with ſuffering,if webe called vnto the 


ſame; not that there is any merit in any of theſe meanes : for 
Chriſt giueth grace freely,as he profeſſeth by the Propher: Ho, 1655.1, 
ener) one that thirfteth let him come hither, buy wine and milke Mat.13.45. 
without price and money : bvt that thereby wee are made more 
capable ofthem,& fitter for them. The wiſe Merchant bought 
the truth, when hee beſtowed all that hee had to purchaſe the 
richPearle, And the Hebrewes bought the truth, when the 
ſuffered the ſpoyle of all their pou for the Goſpell, And ſo did 
Moſes when he —_ with all the pleaſures of Egypr,to ſuf< Heb.18. 33. 34. 
fer affution with the children of God, This then hee informeth 
vs,that all good meanes areto be yſed,and notrauels or trou- 
blesto be refuſed for the getting of grace, and keeping of a 
good conſcience, Forthis is that, one thing which is moſt need- 
full Andthis is that which will abundantly countervaile all la- 
bours, colts, diſgraces, loſſes, impriſonments, baniſhments, 
and killings, 

Cur why hath not God appointeditto be moreeaſilier got- Obief?, 
ten without ſuch paines,and inconueniences ? 

Firlt,that it might be the better eſteemed : for things which Anſm. 
are bought at adearerate,and commonly molt deerely belo. 
ucd; and chat a difference might bee pur betweene faithful 
Chriſtians and hypocrites : for there would bee many more 
profeſſors of godlineſſe thennow are, if they might bee both 
religious and cenſuall,to cnioy hope of heauen without paines 
taking, or ſuſtaining of any moleſtations : and ſell it not, e- 
ſirange it not from thee, for earthly delights or commodities ; 
normake vile account of it, as commonly they doe of their 
poſſeſſions that ſell them.No earthly reſpeRt mul corrupt our 
hearts to alienatethem from grace and feare of God, This is 
thenore of a prophane perſon, Ir is contrary tothenature of 1. 6 
Chriſtian loue zhe ſhall be a miſerable loſer that maketh ſuch 
exchange , whatſocuer pleaſures, profits, or preferments 
be gerterhthereby : for what ſhall it profit a man to winne the 
whole wor/d,and loſe his owne ſoule? Likewiſe wiſedome,inſtru- 
Gion,and vnderſtanding, Now ſeeing wiſedome, infiruftion, 
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334 ProOveERss. Chap, 23, 
ſpoken of in this booke. As chap. 1.2.3, are pretious Jewels 
with che truth, they arcinlike mannerto bee nongnged not 
ſold, becauſe the truth cannot be well enioyed without them: 
and no man can putthem away from him, without ſhipwrack 
of faith,and a good conſcience, 


Verſ. 24. The father of the righteous ſhall greatly rejoxce and 
be that begetteth awiſe child ſhall hae ioy of him.Sce chap. 20.1 
25. Thy father and mother ſhall reioyce,and ſhe that bare thee 


ſhallbeglad, 
Wo both thy parents, and other friends, for thy wiſe. 


dome and verrue, to bee glad, and ioytull, retrcſh their 
hearts with the eftect of Gods grace and ſpirit in thee, ad/et 
her that bare thee reroyce, This verſe 18an application of the 
former,that for as much as ioy commeth to the parent bythe 
vertue of the child : hee therefore admoniſheth the child for 
his owne happines to grarifie his parents And this claule con- 
rainerh an argument from the cauſe ; fince his mother hath bin 
at great paines in breeding himin the wombe,and with great 
ſorrow brought him forth into the world : and it is intended 
that her rm: any education, and bringing 'P could not bee 
without ſome trouble and moleſtation vnto her. Thereforeit 
becommeth him now to make requitall,and to yeeld her con- 
ſolation and refreſhing, by bis prudent and vertuous behi- 
uiour, 


Verſ.26. My ſonxe giue me thine heart ,and let thine eyes 0h» 
ſerne my waies, 


H* is about to giue another precept and admonition# 
gainſt whoredome ; and therefore after his vſuallman- 
ner maketh a preamble to ir, preſcribing a remedie for the pre- 
uention of this finne : and therefore in the perſon of heauenly 
wiſedome,calleth for the heart to be yeelded ynto him, faying, 
my ſonne giue me thre heave, let thy nind bee wholly intent, 


and applied to me, renounce thy ſelfe, and ſertby loue onely 
an 
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Perſe 27.28, ProOvnaRBs. 33s 


and wholly ypon the Lord, and his holy word, and /et thine 
ejes obſerne my waies,euen as mendoe vieto fixe their eyes yp= 
on thoſe things with thy mind, and greatly regard, andeſpeci- 
ally in their trauels looke to their way,where there is perill of 
miſſing it,and to fallinto ſome hurtful! by-paths ; ſo (faith he) 
lecthineeyes diligently obſerue my waies, vie thy vnderſtan- 
ding; bend thy __ and whole care; attend vpon my 
commandements,and counſels, whichis the onely right way 
wherein thow ſhalt walke ſafely, and thereby bee preſerued 
from that inchantinghatlor, 


Verſe 27, For an whore is a deepe ditch and a ſtrange woman 
anarrow pit, 


Or an whore ts a deepe ditch, See chap. 22. 14. and a ſtrange 

woman 4 narrow pit, | Wherein a y #6 cannot (tirre him- 
ſelfe, or deliuer himſelfeout of danger,he is ſo ſhut in on cue- 
ry fide, A man may eafily fall intro whoredome; but when hee 
is once gotten into that bottom! eſſe pit, and narrow hole, hee 
can 5 mow not at all come out againe,Sce chap.2.19. 


Verſ.28. She alſo lieth in waite for aprey, andencreaſeth the 
tranſgreſſors among men. 


Heis here deſcribed by her effets, whichare ated with 

preat craft and ſubrilty, which appearerh by the fimilitude 
which he vſeth : euen as a theefe lurkethin a denne or buſhto 
geta prey : ſo this curſed woman lieth in wait, and with her art 
and enticements doth as ir were affanlt the hearts of thoſe 
which come within her reach,and ſpoilech them of their affe- 
Qions andhonefiie, aud encreaſeth the rayraſero emmy 
men, whereas there were too many notorious offenders inthe 
world before, now by her praKiſes there are many more ad- 
dedynto them, being drawne in, and corrupted with this 

ome vice of adultery, 


Verſ.29: 


336 PROVERB. Chap.23, 
Verſ.29. Who hath woe? who bath alas? who bath conten. 
tions ? who hath babling ? who hath wounds without a cauſe! 
who hath rednes of eyes ? 
Verſ.30, They that tarrie long at wine, they that ſecke after 
mixt wine, 7 


Auing inthe former verſe related the miſchicuous pro. 

perties,and euents of the harlot, he doth intheſe diſco. 
uer alſo the danger and hurt of that finne which bringeth in- 
temperate perſons into her baite,and deliuereth them into her 
hands, namely drunkennes : the which to make the more 0- 
dious, he deſcribeth the lamentable eſtate of drunkards. And 
firſt hee maketh an ennumeration of the ſeucrall calamities 
which befall them, by the way of an interrogatorie, or que- 
ſion :andthen accuſeth their intemperancy as the caule ther- 
of, by way of ſubieQion,or anſwere. 

Touching the former, he beginnerh with the moſt generall, 
and that is woe, extreame griete and miſerie, temporall, or e- 
uerlaſting : For the Scripture is wont to call euery heauic 
iudgement of the Lord in this life, and erernall condemnation 
by the name of woe: and then deſcendeth to perticulars,as 
that it inforceth him to crie out for miſcrie, with groaning, 
and fighing,andto bewaile his poore and miſerable eſtate:for 
ſo much the word importeth. And next that it cauſeth con- 
tentions brablings,and weepings : For drunkards at their cups 
are wont to cauell one with another,to brawle, ſcold,and rage 
like people out of their wits. See chap.20.1. Thirdly, it ma- 
keth them to babble : For when the wine is in the wit is out: 
For neither can they be filent, nor truſtely keepe any ſecret: 
then they fall to ſcoffe and ieſt one ypon another, vpon eu 
light occaſion, or talke vainly,or friuolouſly, without any vic 
or wiſedome : or elſe inueigh bitterly againſt Magiſgrates, 
Preachers,and godly people. Fourthly, it procureth wounds 
without cauſe, not but that the drunkard deſerueth to bee 
wounded with puniſhment, but that they haue no cauſcto 
aduenturethemſclues to ſuch perill; they muſt rake the blame 
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Perſe 31 Prxovars 337 
ypon themſclues,as _ no calling to draw theminto ſuch 
dangers: they were not hurt in the field, nor in warfare : it 
way in no ſeruice for the Prince,or Countrie: either they fell 
downe,and hurt themſelues : or eltc tor their raſh ſpeeches,or 
other diſordered behauiour, they received (iripes,ana fo were 
wounded, Lalt of all,it hutteth the countenance,and dilfigu- 
reth the face, through heate and inflammation, which ſhew- 
ethic ſelfe in the redwes of the eyes, much dunking couſeth hu» 
mours to abound in the body,cipecially in the face,and name- 
ly in theeyes, which are thereby oftentimes blemuſhed, and 
almoſt blinded, The cauſe of all this conbteth fult in the 
quancitie of chat they drinke, and then in the qualirie of the 
fame, The quaniitie is, that they drinke exceſſively : For as 
they tarrie long at it,ſo all the time,or the molt part of it,they 
ae buſie abour it : for a little ſerueth not their turne,but they 
muſt haue enough, to ſoke themſclues, and their brainesin : 
and therefore call for'cup vpon cup, and powre in one bowle 
fullafter another. Such are they whom the Prophet threat- 
neth, ſaying, ee 18 thews that riſe vp early in the morning ,that llai.z.ux, 
they may follow ſtrong drinks : and continue till night vniull the 
wine inflame them. 

For che latter it is ſaid, they ſeeke after mixed wine, either 
allaied, and made coole after the cuſtome of thoſe Ealterne 
countries :or mingled with ſpices to make ittafte the berter : 
howſoeuer it was, yet it was the more pleaſant and delicious : 
andhkewiſe they thirft after varietie,one ſort will not contene 
them, and therefore yot one houſe, where there is not great 
choice : for it is ſaid, they ſecke mixed wine, ſearching in many 
places where they meere with the beſt, 


Verſ.z1. Looke not vpon the wine when it ir red, when it gi- 
vth it colowr in the cup,Wpben it moneth it ſelfe aright. 


\ per the occaſion of the premiſed deſcription, hee infer- 
reth an admonicion to beware of that ſinne : and rhere- 
fore preſcriberh a remedie wherby we may be preſerued from 
t,adchat is, that we inamour nor our ſelues with the delight 


98 - Proveess. Chap 24, 
of it,by the ſpecious colour,or pleafant taſte: For though hee 
nameth but one adiunR, yer hee vnderflandeth all the reft, 
Looke not vpox the wine when it 7 res, illude not thy (elfe with 
gazing too much ypon it. It was not madeto pleaſetheeye, 
but with the moderate yſe of it ro confirme the flomacke: 
when it gineth it co/our : or as in the Hebrew, the eye of it ®n 
the cup : For when it ſhall haue a lively and louely looke, it 
ſhall beigraced alſo with the clecrenes and comehines of the 
glaſſe,or veſlell wherein it is: for then it hath the greater force 
co allure : when it mowerh it ſelfe aright,when it ſhall tirre ery 
kindly,leape or ſpirt inthe gobler ; in which words (as it fee. 
meth) good wine is painted out, or reſembled to a faire and 
beautifull damzell: whoſe cheekes are ruddie : whoſe eyes 
arc lively and picrcing : and whole feere are nimble,and dzy. 
cing:by thoſe meanes ſhe doth draw the eyes of mentoward 
her, and intangle their affeRions with her, All commeth to 
this, that prouocations to drunkennefle are to bee ſhunned 
with due care and diligence, 


Vetſ. 32. In the end it will bite 4s a ſerpent,and ſting «i #n 
adder, 


bu the pleaſantnes of wine decciue and illude our ſenſes, 
the birternes ard grieuous cfteQs ofit are here declared 
by way of compariſon, [n the end it will bite as a ſerpent, axd 
fting as an adder. Some ſerpents hurt by the venomous bi.ing 
of the teeth : and others by the Rriking with the Ring, which 
they baue in their rongues : both ſort bring great torment, 
and indanger the life of the creature which is bitten, or ſtung 
by them,and as deadly will be the cffeR of wine immoderatly 
taken: atthe leaſt it will troublerhe braine,it will inflamethe 
liner,it will ouerwhelme the fRomacke,and caulc droplics,and 
deadly diſcaſes in the whole bodic : befides all this,ir defilern 
the conſcience, it tranfformeth a man into the ſhape of a 
beaſt, it worketh moRt bitter and intollerable effeRs,both pre» 
ſent and future : as we haue ſhewed inthe 20.and 21,yerſes, 
And this is the cuent of all delightfull ſinnes : they which 
are 
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Verſe 33+ Prxovarss. 33g 
are led by cenſualitie (hall _— ſooner, or later fall into 
miſerie : they feele pleaſure ar the firlt, and ſhall finde ſorrow 
and paine atthe laft, as Zopher truly affirmeth touching grace- 


lefſe perſons : Though wickednes be ſweete #n hi; momth,thongh lob 10.12.tz, 


hee hid it under his tongue : thomgh hee ſpare it and forſooke it 
not but kept it fill in his month : his meate in hs bowels is twr= 
ned,it is the gall of Aſpes within hims. 


Verſe 33. Thine eyes ſhall behold ſtrange women, and thine 
heart ſhall utter perxerſe things. 


T= which hee had more generally vttered by fimilitude 
inthe former verſe,hee doth confirme in this by certaine 
ſpeciall euils which doe accompanie this {winiſh vice of drun= 
kenaes, 

The firſt is ynchaſticie,a wanton eye, and diſpoſition to for- 
nication and adulterie. The ſecond js licentiouſnes of tongue 
through want of good gouernment of the heart, and both 
theſe are in this verſe, The third is extrearne ſecuricie, and 
ſenſeleſnes, imminent perill in the next verſe. The fourth is 
ſupiditie and dulnes, when a man is ſo farre from reforma- 
tion by the ſmart inflicted vpon him for his finne,as that he is 


| made the worſe thereby, and more greedie to vill, in the la 


verſe. Thine eyes ſhall behold, thou ſhalt become ſhameleſle, to 
looke, luſt after, and hunt after {range women, ſometimes 
thineneighbors wiues, ſpecially ſuch as are comely and beau- 
tifull: and ſomerimes ftrumpets, and harlots, whoſe worke is 
to be filths, and naughtie packs : and thine beart ſhall virer per 
werſe things : thine heart that i5,0ut of the abundance of thire 
heart, (for otherwiſe the heart ſpeaketh not) /ſhallvtter,vomite 
out, ſoinetimes blaſphemies, ſometimes railings, ſometimes 

khie communication, alway that which God hateth, and 
godly men abhorre : For one finne vſually leadeth on to ano- 
ther,not onely in this caſe of intemperancie, bur in all other 
crimes and vices, Simeon and Lew: —_ with murther, and 
then fell co theft and gobberie. Dawid firſt abuſed his eyes to 


wanton 


Lube 17.26. 


Jare. 5.12.23. 


390 PrROvVanRng Chep.13, 
wanton lookes, and then his body to adulterie, and then his 


hands by a command (though not by drawing a weapon)ts 
the ſhedding of blood, pou 


Verſ. 34. Tea tho ſhalt be 4s he that lieth in the middeſt of 
the ſea,or 4s be that lieth on the top of the maſ?, 

Verſ.35.They hane /triken me ( ſhalt thaw ſay ) and [wang 
fehe,they ns beaten me, and [ baxe not feit it : when I ſhall 4 
wake, ! will ſeeke it againe, 


O ſhew the careleſnes of drunkares, he reſembleth thea 
to thoſe, which fortheir ynnatwall regardleſnes of them- 
ſelues,arc ſeldome,or neucr to bce found : namely, ſuch asin 
the very heart of the ſea,or very farre from the ſhore,and like- 
wiſe in the higheſt part of a ſhip in the top of the maſt, expo» 
ſedto the vehemencic and violence of the windes,andthatin 
a boiſterous ſtorme, ſhould neuertheleſſe threugh the little 
care of their liucs ſleepe there, and ſothe tempeſt ariſing hur- 
lech them downe without all remedie : For when men be pol 
ſeſſed with this,or any other finne,they will hardly be drawne 
from the praiſe of it. Can the e/Ethicpian change bis thine, 
or the Leopard hi ſpots ? then may they alſo doe good that art 
acenſicmed toenill, And the more danger ſuch bein,the more 
bold hey are,and lefſe fearefull of hurt : for they neitherbe- 
leeue,nor feare the threarnings of God,and therefore will rot 
be moued with them,yntill they feele the cxecution of them: 
therefore [eremiah wattabe chem,ſfaying, They hawbe- 
lied the Lord, and ſaid it ts not bee, nether ſhall enill come v1 
vs, reither ſhall wee ſee the ſword, or famine, and the Prophet! 
ſhall become winde : the word « not in them : thus ſhall t be dont 
onto them, 

And thou ſhalt ſay] Here hee chargeth the drunkard with 
blockiſhnes and privation of ſenſe : for hee ſpeaketh of hims 
ſelfe as if he were a very ſtocke, or ſtone : they have ſericenm 

gricuouſly and very hard: ſhalt rhou O drunkard ſay, af 
thou art awake out of thy dead ficepe of drunkennes,bwt / " 


Verſe 1, 
wor ſicks 
ten me, 
way aln 
or pinc 
they chi 
when [ 
before it 
ofhis lip 
that is ce 
notwith 
for no m 
without 
charter, 
wheate,w 
hm: tor 
they cant 
neither w 
tent,as th 
Stranger. 
tnoweth 5 
be 2xowet 


and they d 


all thy, 


nm 


A eee emma 


Verſ, x. 
be with the 


23 
n his 
n)to 


oft of 


4l net 
All 4- 


them 
hem- 
1 a$ in 
| likes 
ex 
hin 
little 
huts 
- poſs 
rawne 
rhawne, 
bat are 
e more 
ner be- 
vill cot 
"them: 
a1 be- 
we vgu 
roprett 


be dont 


d with 
of him- 
1. en ml 
Y, after 
ut 14 

94 


God, ſhould receiue and entioy his greateſt blefſings-intrhb 
Dd 


Verſt 1. Prxoynnss. 391 


wot ſicke, I cared not foric,I was not much hurt, they have bea- 
tex we, but I felt not racir blowes : for drunkennefle taketh a- 
way almoft all ſenſes; and theretore though one chu mp them, 
or punch them,or lay load yponthem with g:eat blowes, yer 
they think all co be well with them: what ace they the wore? 
when [ awake therefore [ will ſeeke it againe : theie, and thoſe 
before in this verſe,are rather the ſpeeches of his practiſe, then 
ofhis lips, ſhewing the ſucceſle of his troubles and hurts, and 
that is continuance and proceeding in bis brutiſh behauiour, 
notwithfanding all the incor.;enjences chat follow vpon it : 
for no miſerjes that ſinne bringeth can bring a man our of it, 
without | Such a proueroe wee ſhall finde in another 
charter, though thoz /;. ou!deFt bray a foole in a morter, amen 
wheate,without 4 peftill, yer willnot bys fooliſhneſſe depart from Prou37.29. 
hm: tor they worke onely ypon the body and outward (tate, 

they cannot pierce vnto the ſoule, and inward faculties of it; 

neither 1611] chey make the mind iudiciall, or the heart peni= 

tent,as the Prophers complaine againſt the wicked liraclites : 
Straxgers ( faith Hoſea ) hane denoured his ſtrength, and bee 

tnoweth it not, yea gray haives are here and there vpon bim,and Hol.7.9, 
be txoweth it not : Sable pride of [ſrael teftifieth to hu face, 

"= wg doe nat retarne tothe Lord their God,nor ſeehe hin for 

anlns, | 
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Verſ, x. Be not enwiows againit enill men, neither dejire to 
bewith them, 


SC -nthe mary either rage in cruelty, orflou- 
| : {hin proſperity,the godly are often move ro 

2 ſore paſſions, and exerciſed with wonderfull 
a. MS tentations, Sometimes they are ſtirred vp io 
4+, anger and impatience,diſUaining,and beiug of= 
fended that they which deſerue che greateſt iudgemeift of 


life 


- pn rpg mgm 
—_— — ES 


39z ' Proves. Ch 
life: Sometimes they are cicklod with n deſire of boing ac. 
quainted, and to beein league with them, to the end 
mighr not bee hurt by them, bur liue together in proſperity 
withchem, This enuying the wicked, and defiring to be with 
them,is forbidden in the former of thele ſentences as athing 
yolawfull,and greatly hurtfull: as there is no ſociety nor fc. 
lowſhip berweene light and darkenefle, ſo likewiſe there 
ought tobe in the godly no defire-ofthe companie or condi 
tion ofthe yngodly. See chap. 23.17. 


; Verſ. 2, For their beart (Iudieth deſtrattion, and their lippes 
talke of m1{chiefe, . 


He reaſon of the prohibition isfirſt, becauſe their hear 

ſadieth deftrattion, they them(clues in their hearts ima- 
gine and deuiſe hurt and harme againſttheir godly neigh. 
bours : as godly men/ponder andconfiderhow they may bel 
pleaſe the Lord,and mercifull men muſe in what manner they 
may doethe bett good, and be moſt profitable and benehcill 
totheir brethren : ſo theſe do beare their braines, and ſet their 
wits ro worke, how they may accampliſh their villanous &- 
fignements. And ſecondly, #hrrr lips 8akkeof miſchieſe,ton 
which in their malicious hearts they haue plotted and framed, 
now they polliſh and perfe& with theirlips : for they arethe 
principall agents for the <ffeCting of all wicked purpoſes :ei- 
therthey command with chem,or perſwade with them, oret- 
courage with them, or direR with them ; or flatter, lie, brag, 
orthreaten with them; in one faſhion or other they ſpitout 
yenome with them, A leaud tongue is cuerimore a necrſjarit 
officer to a naughtie hcarr, 


Verſ.3. Through wiſedome is an houſe builded,and by vndrre 
Banding it is eftabliſhed | 

Verl. 4. And by knowledge ſpallthe chambers be filled withal 
pretions andpleaſant riches, 


E ſheweth' in theſe yerles, char;ie is not \needfull, ors 
&pounoftruc difcretion, tofecke she ſociety __ 
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k<d whoſe hearts and rongues are fo hurtful and e! 

for God hath ordained better meanes, and ſuch as are far more 
comfortableto raiſe vpthe ſtate of his ſeruants. An houſe can 

never be builtto ſtand long, by a couetous heart, a deceitful 
tongue, and an vnrighteous hand : but rhrough wiſedome an 

houſe is builded, through —_ and religion, eſtate and 

familic ſhall moſt happily bee ereted, together with the at= 

tainment ofall things neceſlarie ſor the ſame: and by vnder- 

flanding, of Gods will reuealed in his word, with conſcience 

and yprightneſſe to ſerue and obey the ſame, it i eftabliſhed, 

made firme and ſure,that no curſe or enuie ſhall be able to caft 

itdowne; though the Lord in mercy and goodneſle by his 
prouidence ſomtimes take it downe ; and by knowledge, a right 

akill ro gouerne that” wherewith God hath bleſſed a man, ſhall 

the chamberz,all the parts, and roomes of the houſe bee filled 

with all precious and pleaſant riches, Rored with ſuch furniture 

a is fir forthe owners placeand degree, with this limitation 

alwaies that it bee vſcfull and needfull for him, and not ſnares 

to puffe him vp with pride,or any way corrupt him.So that all 

ſound proſperity for a comfortable eftare, doth grow from 

grace and piety : as the Pſalmiſt teacheth, For thereunto are Pſal.11 3.3, 
the large promiſes of God made not only for the life ro come, 

but forthis preſent life : and this heavenly wiſedome is cuery 

wherejoyned with prudence,and Chriftian policie : and con. PeutaF.r.&c. 
taineth many excellent precepts of all good husbandrie for 
thrift; thar moſt needfull things be done firlt, that ſuretiſhip 
de auvided,and many ſuch like, 


Verſ.5. A wiſe man i ftrong, yea a man of knoWvledge tn- 
meaſeth flrength. 


Ar men is ftrong,|Manageth his affaires, andeffeRerh 
£ Abis matters more ſucceſfully,by the power of Gods gra- 
tlous prouidence, and his owne commendable circumſpetti- 
on,then he could haue done,or others doe, by meere force of 
bodily fArengrh,of friends,or of purſe, or of any other fleſhly 
or worldly power : yea 4 man of vnderitanding, that is indued 

Dd 2 with 


Jok.3.5. 


294 PrRovaer Chap.14, 
with right knowledge,and wiſedome encreaſeth by frength, 


doth grow more proſperous in his attempts and matters 
which he vndertaketh, as he groweth more godly and iudici. 
ous, See chap. 21.32. 


Verſ. 6. By wiſe connſell thou ſhalt makg warre, andin the 
mmltitnde of counſellors there is ſafety. 


Y wiſe connſell thou ſhalt mate warre, | In theſe words is 
| the puiſſance of wiſedome, becauſe without ir, po- 
wer is nothing powerfull, armies of men and weapons will 
preuaile nothing without this: for the field is wonnenotfo 
much by mens ſtrength,as by prudent ordcring of the bartell; 
and dangers are turned away not by the might and yalour of 
the ſouldiers,but by the wiſe guidance of them, with the good 
gouernment of the Chieferaines and leaders. Sce chap.20,18, 
and in the multitude of counſellors there is fafety, See chay, 
11,14. 


Verſ.7. Wiſedome is too- high for a faole, bee openeth nothi 
mouth in the gate, 


Viz! Wiledomes (faith the holy Ghoſt in the 
Ociginall text) for the excelleficy of it, holy ynder- 
Randing, the ſound and ſauing knowledge of God, wheredy 
a man is directed vprightly in his feare, « 100 high f-r a fool, 
for a wicked gracelefſe perſon it is aboue his ſ1ght, that he can- 
not diſcernethe pretioulneſſe of it, and aboue his reach, thit 
he cannot attaine to the poſſeſſion of it: it is a fruit that grow- 
eth ypon the top of the tree of lite, that ſuch dwarfes without 
better belpe can neuer come at, No man then can bee mace 
godly and wiſe by his owne naturall capacity ; grace cannot 
be gotten withour grace z which our Sauiour mearic whenee 
ſaid, Except @ man þ. borne of Water and the holy Ghs#t,he can» 
not enter into the kingdome of God. And which the Apolile 
meant, when he ſaid, The naturall man vnderitandeth not thi 


1.Cor. 2.44, things Which are of God: for all that he apprehendeth, held 
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reſes., Proynas. 395 


by ſenſe,or by carnall reaſon,or atthe moſt, and beſt, by natu. 
rall reaſon, whichall come too ſhort of true wiſedome, the 
the treaſures whereof are hid in Chriſt with whom he hath no 
communion,and nv vs by the ſpirit, whereof hee is vt= 
terly deſtitute he openeth not his mouth in the gate, hee cannot 
ſpeake graciouſly, profitably, and laudibly ina publike mee- 
ting : for by gate, the places of aſſemblie are noted, whichin 
old time was in the gates of rownes or cities, There hee may 
ſpeake eloquently, and plauſibly as Herod did: but neither 
there, nor any where elſe, faithfully, or in ſuch manner as hee 
can haue any acceptance from God, for that which hee ytter- 
ech: for hee regardeth no other but the holy words of godly 
Chriſtians, 


Verſ. 8. He that deviſeth to doe exill, ſhall be called a miſchie- 
wous perſon, 


H E that deniſeth to doe exill,| He that abuſeth his mind and 

cogitations tothe (tudie of wickedneſſe, how hee may 
bring topaſle his vngodly and vnrighteous purpoſes, and ct- 
ſe®that which is contrarie to piery, equity, or honeſty, and 
dothaccordingly attempt the fame to put it in pratiſe, they 
Jhall call bim a miſchiewous perſon, a notorious wicked man? 
anda captaine of miſchicfe : for as any ſinne is more perpen- 
ſedly, or aduiſedly commirred, ſo it is more gricuous and 
ſhamefull:ro tranſgreſſe by frailty is a fault, and deſerueth 
blame, but yer more tollerable, and that which may eaſily find 
pardon, bur wictingly and willingly,and ftudiouſly to do, and 


| effrftthar whichis euill,is abominable,and worthie of ſeuere 


puniſhment, and ignominie. oe vnto rbems ( faiththe Pro- yyeq, 4. 
pher)chas imagine iniquity vpon their beds: tor this proceedeth 

from the loue of naughtineſſe, and the liking of miſchiefe: 

hereby they become $kilfull, and are their craftſ-mafters in 
leaudneſſe ; heereby they are made more impenitent aftes- 
wards,and can ſcarcely be reclaimed forcuer, 
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Verſ.9. The thought of fooliſhneſſe ts ſnne, and the ſcornee 


i abomination to men. 


| Þ-=: thought of fooliſhneſſe,)The leaſt degree of euill, eyen 


that which is in the mind,though it breake not out open. 
ly,nor be ſo conſpicuons, & ſe, the tranſgreſſion of God; 
holy law, who requireth not onely the actions, bur themind 
of men to be conformable to his will : bt the ſcorner tis an a« 
bomination, it 18 21 2ggrauation of the contemptuous beha. 
uviovr of wicked men, by an argument from the leſſe tothe 
greater.God t:keth notice of euil thoughts which are ſmaller 
offences, and yer viilav, full, and to him diſpleafing: but the 
ſcorner his execrable deeds,or crimes which ſhew themſclues 
to the world, which proceed trom pride or preſumprion, and 
are ſo continued in,are more then a finne, an abominablefl. 
thine 1+.which God and men deteſt and abhorre, And as con- 
cerning the ſcorner himſelfe who hnneth with an high hand, 
and corneth all good inftruftions,he maketh himſelfe odious 
to all thar are ingenuous, andof any good diſpoſition; for 
they that gine themſelues profeſſedly to be impious & wicked, 
ſhall not only haue God,bur alſo men to hate them:and equal 
it is; becauſe they hate and rebell againſt the moſt gratious& 
righteous God, who gaue ynto the,8& — theirlife 
and being, and all that they have : and who hath the difo- 
ſingof all mens hearts, and rohgues, and therefore can cally 
dire& them againft thoſe which oppoſe themſelues againl} 
him,and violate his commandementrs, as hee faith by Mali 
chie : Therefore hane I made you to be deſpiſed, and vile befor 
all the people becauſe ye kept not my waies, cc, And commonly 
theſe frornfull perſons are proud, inſolent,and contempruous 
and hurtfull ro others,and wholly giuen to ſeeke themſclues, 
which will greatly withdraw the lone &f the people from 
them ; as it was aid of T{rac!; that hu hand ſronld bee again 
enery man,and exery mans hand againſt him, 


Verſ{.1, 
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perſe 11. Proverss. 397 


Verſ.11. Deliner them that are drawne to death : for fhogl. 
deft thou withdraw thy ſelfe from them that goe downe vnto de- 
firuftion? 


Eliner them, This is anexhortation raiſed from the for. 

mer ſentence,that if it be ſo dangerous a thing to neg- 
leRt our brethren in their diftrefies and affictions, therefore 
weſhould ſhake off that remiſnefle,and animate our felues to 
ſo neceflarie a feruice : wherefore ( faith he) delzrer, reicue by 
thy power,(if thou art a Mayiftrate, as /ob did, who brake the 
iewes of th: wicked, plucked the prey out of bis teeth )or by all 
lawful meanes whoſocuer thou art, ſuch 25 being ianocent are 
brought into danger of death, or vnl.,ing : for it any bewwfily 
troubled, or condened to die,ir belopocth notto vs to meddle 
with him,otherwiſe then by praying {or him, & inciting him 
torepentance, Bur if might op; reflec right, orviolonce be of< 
fered tothe poore afflicted, eucry ons 15 bou:.d to defend his 
neighbor fr6 wrong, as much 25 1n him lieth:For(tiith he)wele 
then withdraw thy [cife from them hat goe downs to the ſlaugh- 
ter?That is to ſay, Art thou to withdraw thy helps {from pre- 
ſerving the poore and innocent, who are layed done on the 
blocketo be {laine,or drawne to the take ro bee burnt, fron 
the ſtroke of the ſword,o: flame ot fire ? So that every one ac- 
cording to his place ouyht to miniſter helpeto the opprefled, 
Gouernours by vertue of their authoritie,as we ſhall ſee inthe 
21,chapter,ver{.8, Inferiours by giving counſcll,or teltifying 
tietruth of che cauſe ; or in petitioning to the Prince, or tuch 
a5 nave pov. er of deliucring : as Ebedmelech tor [eremiah ; and 
Eiter torl: r people : or by prayerto Godin their behaltfe : as 
the Church in the time ofthe Apoliles for Peter : and in the 
ume of the Prophets, for other godly men which were dcſti- 
nated to the ſ]aughcer,whoſe petition we finde in the Plalme: 


thy mighty arme preſerne the children of death, 
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298 PrROvVnARBS. Chap.24, 


Verſe 12. If thon ſay, Behold we knew not of it ſhall not heg 
who pondereth the hear: vnderſtand it ? doth not hee know that 
preſerneth thy ſoule * doth not he alſo recompence enery may age 
cord.ng to his worig * 


| E confirmeth his ſtri&t charge for affiftance,and helpful. 
nes to our brethren wrongtully molelied, and indange. 
red, by forcible arguments : whereunto hee maketh a way by 
an 2r.ucipation, wherein he firſt propounderth the excuſe that 
pitilefle men are wont to make,and afterwards confuteth it, 
The obicCion is, we knew net of it : For ſo they pleade igno. 
rance,by which they hope to cleere themfelues,as that it was 
ynknowneto them that they were in trouble: neither were 
they acquainted with the equitie ofthe cauſe : nor vnderſtood 
by what meanes they might helpethem : all which prerences 
he plainly refureth: for no ſhifts will ſerue to cloake (ine be. 
fore Gods eyes. Andtheſe hee refelleth by ſuch reaſons, as 
whereby hee proueth the neceſlitie of mercifulnes. And the 
firſt is from the knowledge of God,who is the ſearcher ofthe 
hearts and affeCtions : putteth mens mindes,or meanings into 
the ſcales,or ballanceth them,to try how iuſt and vpright they 
are : and therefore doth not he vnderſtand whether thoudif- 
ſembleſt, or dealeſt in good carneſt? whether thou had in- 
relligence of the matter, or whether ir were altogether hid- 
den trom thee? The ſecond is fromthe power andauthoritie 
which God hath ouer all men : rheir lines and ſoules are in his 
hands : and therefore it concerneth them for their lives, and 
ſaluation too,not to halt with him,or be incompaſſionare to« 
wards his. The third is from the iuſhce of God, hee will re- 
compence cuery man according to his worke : hethat dealeth 
yprightly,and without difſimularion, ſhall finde comfortable 
approbation at his hands: he that dealeth fraudulently, and 
with guile,ſhall be diſmasked,and puniſhed ; hethat ſheweth 
mercie and compaſſion to them that be in miſcrie, ſhallplen- 
tifully be rewarded with mercie from him: hee that is hard 
hearted, and withont all bowels of commilſeration, ſhall finde 

pure iuſtice, without any compaſſion, 
Verl.13, 
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Perſe 13.14+ PxoOvaRBs. 399 
Verſe t 3. My ſonneeate thow bony becauſe it is good,and the 
bony combe, becauſe it i ſweete to thy palat or taſte, 
Verſe 14. So ſhall the knowledge of wiſedome be to thy ſoule 
when thou haſt found it, there ſhall be a re\Wvard,aud thine expe- 
ation ſhall not be cut off, | 


Heſe two ſentences containe the praiſe of gracious and 
Tooy knowledge, and that by a full fmilicude, on both 
parts, as well the relemblance, as the application from hoxy, 
ſaying, My ſonne eate hony,that is,thou haſt libertie for it, itis 
free tor thee ſo to doe, if thou wilt, becanſe it is good, whole- 
ſome,andprofitable for thy body :it being a food muchin vſe 


in thoſe parts: as the Prophet /ſaiab ſpeaketh; Putter and [fai,z.rs, 


hony ſhall he eate, And [onathan was much refrefhed,and his 
eyes receiued fight by eating of hony, whereas before they 


were dimme for wearineſſe,and hunger.eAnd the hony combe, :,Sam. 14.27. 


for it is ſweete onto the palat or taſte, that is,pleaſant,and de. 
lectable in reliſh, the palat the inſtrument of taſting being pur 
forthe ſenſe it ſelfe : two benefits therefore proceed from it, 
pleaſure,and profit : So both profitable and pleaſant,and more 
alloſhall the knowledge of wiſedome be to thy ſoule, thy heart, 
tay conſcience, thy inward man, though in thy body,and e- 
ſtate,there be many bitter croſſes and calamitics : if chox finds 
it,if thou be truly 1ndued therewith,and haſt a ſure apprehen- 
honchereof, and be nor illuded wich flattering conceits, and 
vaine imaginations. And this comfort and ioy is the effect of 
an infallible hope, which is wrought by faith in, and know- 
ledge of the hoiy Scriptures,and this hope is [tedfafi,firme and 
effeQuali : as chap.23.18, He would haue vs therefore to vn- 


cerfiand that nothing is more delightfull then ſpirituall vn> 16ai.z5.6, 


derftanding of Gods holy will, Hopy,and other food,though 
moſt delicious, is earthly, and thfe delight that it yeeldeth is 
but cenſval! : buc this is heauenly, and fo is the conſolation 
tat it worketh : 2 beaſt, or a wicked man may feed on the beſt 
corporall fo:de, and feele as much ſweetnes as the worthielt 
Chrifiian ; bur Gods owne people and ſeruants haue a pecu- 

lier 


_— 
- 


po ehihns- = ha 
b "_y-* oO = ; 


+ 


4 _ w = 
__ = _ 
»— 


—_— 


. 
== #5 , 
* on eo er io rt 


Wn — 7 
_— my = 


Ioh.4.14. 


00 ProveRss. Chap 24, 


lier right and propertie in the holy Ghoſt : there tnay beein 
kony and other bodily delights, an hurtfull excefle, tothe an. 
noyance of thoſe which ſurfeir of chem: as chap.25.16,but 
there can neuer be too much heauenly wiſedome, and gladnes 
roceeding from it: but alway, and continually the more, the 
ven : the pleaſure that is taken in meares,ordrinkes, or any 
earthly refreſhings,is but momentanie,and for preſencyſe:For 
when death commeth, or ſficknes, the del1ghttulnes thereof 
will be forgocten,and ſo vill the firengththat commeth byir, 
and all othcr like bencfits : but the 10ytull aſſurance of God 
fauour,the heauen!y fruites of his holy ſpuit, with the poſleſ. 
ſion of his graces, is perpetua!l and eucrlafting, according to 
the teſlimonie and pronule of or Saviour, laying, Whoſoerer 
ſhall drinke of the water that / ſhail gineL m,/.. al! never be more 
a thirſt: but the water that / [hall gwe him, ſhall be in himanel 


of water ſpringing to enerla5ting life, 


Verſe 15. Lay not waite O wiched man againit the dwelng 
of the righteous : ſPoyle not his dwelling place, 
Veri.16. For the righteous ſaleth ſenen times, and riſcth a 


gine : but the wicked ſhall fall into miſchiefe, 


N the former verſe was declared the great comfort :'n 
godly men finde inthe knowledge of Gods holy word: 21d 

io thee tae great ſatetie which they enioy by his p; ouidenc 
for them, and protection of them : for that is the {cope oft; 
vords, thouglrthey bee direted tothe wicked in way of ad- 
monicion, or prohibition. The parts thereof are two : the one 
is 2 charge giuento {infull men, that they proceede not onin 
tlicir craft, or intheir cruckie again{t the ſciuants of God, in 
the former verſe: and the other, a reaſon which could cauſe 
them to (tand backe,and not offer ſuchinuriesto them,in the 
latter, Lay #ot waice,dealendt lubtilly, practile not any lecret 
milchiefe, like co ſucl: as lurke 1a corners ſuddenly to firpriſea 
man, or get ſome acuantage againſt him, again/? the houſeof 
the righteows, againſt a man hunlelfe, or any thing that appet- 
Ma:NCEiL YAtO lum: porle nor bes refting pluce offer no violence 
yiito, 
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ynto,nor prey ypon his goods, and eſpecially goe not about 
to ouerthrow his dwelling place,nor chaſe him from it : For it 
is as if heſhould haue ſaid, Thi? is thy praRtiſe, and whichis to 
belook-d tor at thine hand, vntill thou ceale to bee wicked. 
For all thy attempts be in yaine, and ſhall cake no place: and 
therefore if thou wert wiſe and prudent for thy felfe, thou 
wouldeſt be berter aduiſed, bcforc chou tookeſt ſuch courſes. 
The reaſon is from the contrary condition of the wicked, and 

odly : the one endureth many troubles, and efcapeth out of 
them all : the other, oft times more croſſes come vpon them 
for atime : bur ſome one deadly (troke commeth ar laſt for 
all,cochcir vtter vndoing : The init falleth ſenen trmes, com- 
m:thinto troubles very off, a certaine number of times being 
put for an vncerraine, but riſeth againe, but by the gracious 
hand of God is deliuered out of them all. Ir is a fimilitude 
frzm childreled of their parents, who though through weak- 
nes doe ſometimes ſtumble,and fall ro the ground, yer they be 
neither hurt with the fall,nor helpleſſe,that they ſhould not be 
taken vp againe, So that the goodnefle of God doth more ap=- 


peare in ſutaining his people in their troubles, then in preſer- Plal.z4.19. 
uingehem from troubles, as divers Scriptures doe witnefle, 1ob-5-18, 


But the Wicked falleth into miſc hiefe,the vngodly periſh in ad- 
verſitie, being ſo ouerthrowne therein, that they neuer be able 
to recouer themſelues : they are altogether like thoſe, who 
falling rom an high and Rcepe place, ortumbling downe a 
paireof ſtaiers,breake their backes,or neckes,with that fear- 
fulldownfall, chat they are nor able ro ſtirre hand or foote. So 
thar albeit croſſes com< but ſeldome ypon vngodly men, and 
miſerietarrie Jong before it viſite them; yet when God ſetteth 
in with them, he paicth them home, cuen to their ruine and de- 


ſiruQion : For ſo are they threatned : The Lordſhall ſhoote an py ; ha 
arron at them,their frokes ſhall be at once : their plagues haue 
fings with them,a guiltie conſcience, the burthen of fin, with 
Gods diſpleaſure and curſe are ioyned with it. 


Verſ.17, Reioyce nt when thine enemie falleth, let not thine 


beart be glad when he //umbleth: 


Verſ.18, 


lob 1.34 
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Verſ. 18, Left the Lord ſee it andit diſpleaſe; him, and hee 


turne away his wrath from him. 


Eioyce wot, ] Bee not glad, nor ſhew forth any outward 
Gigne of ioy, when thine enemie falleth, when heethatis 
thine aduerſaric commeth to calamitie, or aduerſity, ler vg 
thine heart be glad, doe not (o much as conceiue joy within 
thy ſelfe,though thou ſhouldeſt nor expreſle it to others, whey 
be ftumbleth, when any crofe doth betall him : hee taketh the 
ſimilitude from trauellcrs, whom it concerneth not their fel. 
low traucllers to inſult ouer when they be downe or ſ11pping, 
but rather be ſoric, and therefore ſuccour and helpe themy 
againe, So that it is not lawſull for any man to takedelightin 
his neighbours woe, howeuer he be affeted roward him, 
[ob cleereth himſelfe of this fault, ſaying] haze not reioxced 
at the deitruition of him that hated me, or lift vp my ſelfe wher 
enillfound him, And the world knoweth how David lamen. 
ted and wept, when newes was brought him of Sewls death, 
which moſt iniuriouſly and cruelly hunted after his life, If wee 
be bound to pray for thoſe that perſecute and hare vs ;if webe 
required to help our enemies with food, and gratifie himwith 
other courtehies, it cinot Rand with equity that we ſhouldre- 
joyce at,or take pleaſure in their miſerie : but this precept may 
ſeeme to be contrary to the praCtiſe of the godly, as loſes 
Efter, and diuers a a of Gods ſeruants, when their enemies 
the Egyptians, Hama, and other ſuch like haue been deſtroy- 
ed : but indeed neither Aoſes nor the reſt, did reioyce ſomuch 
in the deſiruction of their aduerfaries,as in their owne deliue- 
rance,and the preſeruation of the Church : neither was ther 
inc of their enemies ſo comfortable ynto them as the gloryot 
God, which did appeare in the puniſhment of the yngodly. 
man may in holy zeale reioyce at the ouerthrow of the & 
nemics of God, andthe focs of his people, as chap, 11.13, 
but he may not ſimply be glad at the fall of his aduerſaries, nor 
vncharitably nr. ouer them with ioy of heart, arifn 
frompriuate grudge,and ſecret hatred,/e/t rhe Lord ſee it, If 
he take notice of it,and obſerue the ſame with diſpleaſare, to 
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kauing and nouriſhing ſuch yncharicabl andpitil:ſe affeRions 
inthine heart, awd twrne buy wrath from h m, which 1s not ſoto 
be vnderſtood, as that therefore a man were not to reioyce at 
his enemies fall, leftthat by ſo doing his good name bee pro- 
cured,namely the mitigation of Gods dilpleaſure,and remo- 
uing away the ſcourge thar is ypon him: but by this every 
oneis warned to take heed ofthis reuei-gefull reioycing at the 
miſeries of them that hate him, lelt by this meane> hee draw 
Gods wrath and plague vpon himſclfe, and make his owne 
caſe worſe then his enemies, 


Verl, 19. Fret not thy ſelfe becauſe of the euill man,neither be 


enkions at the enill doers. 
20, For there ſhall be no reward to the euillman, and the 6ax- 


dlt of the wicked ſhall be put ont, 


Fi wot thy ſelfe,| Be not moued to anger and indignation, 
becauſe of the ewill man, for that either they flouriſh and 
proſper.or elſe inthe malice of their harts attempt euill agaio 
thee. neither be enuions at the enill doers See chap, 23.17. and 
the firlt yerſe of this chapter, 

Far there ſhall be no reward to the exill man,] His plagues 
and miſeries ſhall be perperuall,and the light of the wicked ſhall 
be put out, his felicity, and flouriſhing eſtace, yea and his life ir 
ſelfe ſhall bee extinguiſhed, and aboliſhed, deſperare miſerie 
ſhall ſucceedin the place thereof. Sce chap.1 3. 9. And there- pr, 


forethe greate(t proſperity that vngodly men Pony enioy, lob 21.16, 


snotableto counteruaile the lamentable calamiry that ſhall 
come ypon them afterward: for the one is but counrerteic 
and mixed with many ſorrowes and feares; the otheris as bad 
or worſe then it ſeemeth, and void of all comfort : the one is 
ſhort,and ofno continuance: the other is euerla{iing,and hath 
noneend : andaddethis thereunto, that meaſure and great a- 
bundance of the former, doch much; cncreaſe the quantity and 
Ty pan of the latter, As is the caſe of that whoriſh Ba- 
l, In 4s much as ſhe gloried her ſelfe, andliued in pleaſure, ſo 
much rine to her torment and ſorrow : for he ſaith ia ber heart, 
I 


Reu18.7.8. 


lIam.5.1.2, 


Provneres. Che 24, 


404 
I fit being # Qweene aud am no widow, and ſhall ſee nomouning, 
R—_— _ [hall come at one day, death and ſorrey, 
and famine,and ſhe ſhallbe burnt with fire; for firong is the Lord 
which will condemne ber, And as Saint [eames threatneth to all 
worldlings and Epicures, Goe to now ye rich men, monrne and 
howle, for the miſeries that ſhall cothe vpon you : your riches ar: 
eorrupt,and your garments motheaten, 


Verſ.21. My ſonne feare the Lord,and the King and medal 
wot with them that change, 


M: ſonne feare the Lord, | Let thine heart alwaies and 
in awe of his preſence, worſhip him with reverence,and 
holy deuotion : faithfully obſerue and obey as much 2s poſs 
bly thou canſt,bis will and commandements,end the King thy 
ſoueraigne, whomthe Lord hath ſer ouer thee; for conſcience 
ſake be ſubie& to him: ſhew all loyaltie to his perſon, ando- 
bedienceto his lawes,and minitters of juſtice ; negle& notthe 
commandement of the Lord by the Apoſtle, ſaying, Subnit 


1.Pet2.1 3.14. your ſelwes to all manner ordinance of man for the Lord: ſale: 


1.Per,2.17. 


lud. 8. 


whether it be to the King as the ſuperiony,or vnto gonernonr;,a 
wnto them that are ſent of him, for the puniſhment of ewill der; 
and praiſe of them that doe well, For true religion toward God, 
and due ſubieRion to lawfull authority, are alway indiuidual 
companions, Feare God( faith Saint Teter ) and bononr the 
King. No rebellious perſon,or any that is diſobedient roward 
the Magiſtrate,deſerueth the name of a Chriſtian, He that de- 
nieth ynto Ceſar that which belongeth ynto him, dothinno 
vprightneſſe performe to God that which is his due,Saint [v« 
maketh it anote ofa ſinful hypocrite to deſpiſe gowernment ant 
to ſpeake enill of them that are in antboritie. For there is noj0+ 
wer but of God, and the powers that are, are ordained of 614. 
Whoſoener therefore reſiiteth the power, refifteth the ordinanct 
of God, and they that reſiit ſhall receine to themſelues great?! 
damnation, Wherefore we muft ſubieft, not becauſe of wrath #- 
tly,but for conſcience ſake,So on the other fide,neuer any imp!- 


ous perſon can bee a faibfull ſubiet: whoſoeuer comune 
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the Lord, and his word, which is the foundation of all magi. 
fracie,will( if occafion ſerue ) manifeſt his perfidiouſneſſe to 
his Prince; and though feare reſtraine him that ho neuer break 
forth into armes,or open contempr,yer he carrieth nor a loy- 
all heart, becauſe he wanteth a godly heart, There sre1nany 
which crouch,and bow, which flatter, andfawne, and highly 
extoll obedience,and inueigh againſt refraQtorie people, who 
notwithſtanding beare aslirtle loue as the workt, and yeeld no 
more reucrence in their hearts to their Prince, rhen thoſe 


ſpiſers of gouernment tobe murmurers, and complainers, and 
jet to bane mons perſons in admiration for aduantage, And the 
Prophet Hoſea teftifiech,that they which made the King glad 
withcheir wickednefſe, and the Princes with their lies, did yer 
deveure their Indyes and canſe their Kings to fall, eAndmed- 
de not with rhems that change ; be giueth a caueat to beware of 
the meanes whereby thou maictt be ſeduced, and bee broughr 
theredy to contempt of God, and thy Prince, and that is the 
ſociety of Male- contents who affeR alteration, and nouchties, 
ſuch as are wearie of the holy Lawes of God, which teath re- 
ligion, and Chriſtian obedience , and wholeſome lawes of 
Prince couching policie, and ciuill peace, and ſecke for inno» 
uation, by avrogation, and abolifhmenr of both : for fuch ma- 
nerofmen are very contagious,and able to pervert the hearrs 
of all thar — with them.How many did Corah, Dathan, 
and Abiram inchant to oppoſe againſt the government of 
OMoſer,and Aron? What huge multitudes did that curſed 
bſalominfe&,and'make toturne rebels moſt ſeditiouſly a- 
ganſtthe kingdome of Danid? and did not Sheba that ob- 
ſcurcand baſe feilow preuaile farreto get 2fſociares, 51d ther= 
toraile anew commotion, when it ſeemed tl-at all ſparkes 
of God, of rebellion had been extinguiſhed ? and how n.:ny millions 
linance of millions hane been fred vp againſt the kingdome of 
eater Chriſt, by the peftilent rongue: of thoſe which cannot beare 
eh w- WF "De burthen of gonernment, moſt lamentable experience of all 
' impi- WF 7865 doth cleerely wirnefſe, This commerh to paſic by the vi- 
mneth WM olence of their deſires that way, Which ace wholly fer vpon 
zhe ni Chiefe; 


which are moft contemptuous. Saint /xde deſcribeth the de- 1yg.ze, 


Pal; 3.13, 


lere.5.13, 
I .Theſ.s «Jo 
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AR.1a, 
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miſchiefe: and by the ſharpneſſle of their wits for this helliſh 
woeke,which are www and haue an edge ſet on bythe di. 
uell himſclfe, and by that proclivity v. hich's in al fi. thly mens 
nature, to be corrupted by pernicious ſpeeches : Satan vor. 
keth ia the rongues of theſe ſintull ſedocers, and rogetheralſo 
inthe hearts and cares of their carnall hearers, 


Verſ. 22. For their calamitie ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and wha 
knoweth the ruine of them both ? 


E confirmeth both his precept, and caueat, by the miſ. 
chiefc that is liketo enſue, it chey ubey not the one, nor 
be admoniſhed by the other, and that is the ruine and over- 
throw of yngodly and diſloyall perſons : and this is exaggers- 
ted by the grieuouſnes and ſuddennes of it,it commeth ſoo- 
ner then it is looked for,and is more intollerable then is either 
knowne,or thought of. Fox therr ca/amitie, the plagues which 
they ſhall ſufter, /hall riſe ſuddenly. It lieth Rill for a time like 
fierce beaR,, or {crpent ina buſh, or thicket,cither ſleeping, or 
waiting for aduantage,and neither is ſeene, nor heard,thereis 
neither roring,hiffirg, nor ruſling,and in a moment being cl- 
ther wakened, or ſpying the opportunitie, is vpon a mande- 
fore he is ware, Who knoweth the deftruttion of them buth?to 
wit,that whichthe Lord and the king hall work: Fur as Gob 
wrath is like a conſuming fire,ſois the Kings compared tothe 
roring of a Lion, both of, them very fearefull and terrible, For 
miſeric is evermore contrarie to the expectation of the wit- 
ked, both for time and meaſure: it commeth vpon thembe- 
fore they be prouided and lieth vpon them more heavily thet 
they are able to luſtaine ir. And this is becauſe they wouid 
not belecue the predictions of the word, which forctold what 
would become of their wicked waies: but detpiſcd all Gods 
threatnings : and becauſe they are proud, and ſecure, andflat 
rerthemſc}ues in perpetuitic of their peace and ſafetie;30d 
becauſe they ſuffer chemſelues willingly to bee miſled 8nd dt 
ceiyed by the flaucric of others ;as Herod did, 
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Verſe 23. Theſe alſo are the ſayings of the wiſe: It ts net 
good to hawe reſpect of perſons in indgement. 


$ Daxid made not all thoſe ſpirituall ſongs which are 

contained in the booke of Plalmes : ſo nexher did Salo- 
mou (as it eemeth)vrter all thoſe parables which are ſet down 
in this booke of Prouerbs,Thus much may be gathered our of 
the words, wherein it is ſaid, alſo 1h:ſe are s - ſayings of the 
wiſe, The ſentences from this place to the end of the chapter, 
were ſpoken by the mouthes, or written by the tongues of 
wiſe men : but who they were is not exprefled: but ſure woe 
arethey were led by the ſpiric of God, ſeeing otherwiſe nei- 
ther could they haue been wiſe, neither would they who ga- 
thered theſe ſayings together, hauc put them into the booke 
of canonicall Scripture,to hae refpett of perſons,to regard any 
thing which is beſide the cauſe, or out of the matter in que- 
ſtion,as thereby to be led aſide, and drawneto peruert iuftice, 
ordecline from the law, as becanſc they be rich, or becauſe 
they be poore ; becauſe they be good,or becauſe they be bad: 
becauſe they be friends, or becaule they be enemies, To paſſe 
ſentence for the wealth; or power,or miſerie,or fauour,or ha- 
tredof the parties accuſing, or accuſed, is xot good, neither 
lawfull,nor ſafe : the thing to bee regarded isthe matter, and 


not the man. And therefore in all controuerfies, look not who Leuir.r9.15, 


betheparties,bur whar is the cauſe; becauſe the iudgementis Deut.2-17, 
Gods,and nor mans. 


Verſ.24. He that ſaith to the wicked,Thow art righteom,him 
hallthe people curſe,and nations ſhall abhorre hins, 


E that ſaith to the wicked,thow art righteons, | He that ap- 
plandeth,or approucth of finfull men, whom God con= 
Gmneth:op ruflificgh any man in doing that which God doth 
not allow ; bins ſhall the people curſe, and the nations ſhall ab- 
borre hizs, he ſhall be odious, and infamous,cuery where, and 
Wong} all men for the greateſt part, eſpecially ſuch as hate 
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iniquitic, and know after what manner he doth countenance 
ir. tndeed well diſpoſed perſons will not eafily breake out into 
raſh curſing : neither will they proudly reproch the Magi. 
ſtrates, or ſuperiours, though they ſee them faile in theirdy. 
ties : yet neuertheleflein z.cale toward iultice they cannot bur 
blame them, who they ſee ſo groſſely and notoriouſly to 
offend, So that they who goe about to grace others intheir 
finnes, take the way to bring themſelues into contempt : For 
they are an abomination tothe Lord,aschap.17.15,andthen 
how can they chuſe bur be vile alſo amonglt men? They doe 


miſchiefe to many in animating ſuch wicked creatures: and 


euen to thoſe fiofull wrertches themſelues, by hardning them 
in their euil} : they becommeth acceſſarie to the offenden 
facts,and maketh them their owne : and it is a fault, thatis ſel. 
dometo be foundin any, who are not in ſomeeuill or other 
themſelues : according to that ſaying,they that tranſpreſſe the 
law,praiſe the wicked. 


Verſe 25. But to them that rebuke ſhall be delight, and thi 
bleſſing of each good man ſhall come vpon them, 

Verſe 26, Emery one [hall kiſſe hu lppes that giveth aright 
anſwere, 


HF amplifieth the point propounded in the former verſe, 
by the contratie both behauiour, and event : there wi 
the iuſtifying of the wicked raxed, here che reprouing of him 
is commended: there was the curſe, or reproch threatned to 
ſuch as ſhall giue approbationto malefaRors : here bleſſing \ 
promiſed to ſuch as ſhall diſgrace them: oblogquie, reproch, 
and hatred arethere denounced as a puniſhment to themthit 
ſhall flatter vnrighteous men : here honour and loue is aſſured 
ro theni that ſhall deale ſoundly, and ſharply with them: 5# 
10 them that rebukg him, to them that conuince euill men of 
their faults, ſhall be delight,comfort, and ioy, in apprehenÞ0! 
of Gods favour, mens good affeRions ſhall be coward them, 
a4 the bleſſing of each good man, their reſtirnonie which the) 
will give of them, and the prayers and ptaiſes whichihey - 
I. 34 ; 0 
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Perſe 27. Proves. 409 
offer to God for them: this bleſſing fell ypon 7obs head full of. 


ten, as himſelfe wirneſſeth, ſaying, #hen the eare heard mee it 
bleſſedme,axd when the eye jaw ine it game witneſſe unto me,that 
1 delinered the poore that cried,und the fatherleſſe that had no 
belpe : the blejJing of him that was readie to periſh came vpon 
me,and [ canjed the widowes heart to reioyce. Andiit isaddedin 
the next verle,che people will kiſſe the lippes of him that gineth « 
right anſwere ; the kihng of che lipsis a igne of loue among(t 
vs,and in oldtime it was alſoa token of reverence. Wheteas 
therefore it is ſaid here, the people ſhall kiſſe the lips of him that 
fineth a right anſwere; the meaning is that they will excee- 
dingly affect, and ſingularly honour ſuch a perſon : it may be 
the wicked will deſpiſc,and contemne ſuch a one, but the god- 
ly will reverence and embrace him, Now he is ſaid to antwer 
right things, who vetereth true, wiſe, and profitable ſpeeches, 

or{uch ſayingsas are agreeable ro equitie and rightcovſnes, 

Hetherefore which molt faichfully oppoſeth himſelfe againſt 

the corruptions of others, ſhall gaine molt comfort, and credit 

tohim{elſe, both from God,and honeſt men, and many times 

fromthe parties reproued, or reſiſted: for that it may prouec a 

good medicine for the curing of che maladies of the ſoule. 


Verſ.27. Prepare thy worke without, and make it fit for thy 
ſelfe in the field, and afterward build thine houſe, 


oe thy worke without,) Haue an eye to thoſe things 
that are abroad, as for corne,cattell, vines, fruite trees, &c, 
mate it fit for thy ſelfe in the field, make readie for thy ſelfe that 
which thou haſt in the field, that thou not onely haue ground, 
bucthaticbe ſo husbanded,as y it may belt yeeld commodity 
tothee;that thou not only haue acroppe vpon thy ground, or 
prafle growing in thy meddowes, but that it bee ſo carefully, 
andſeaſonably cur downe,and inned,as thou mailt enioy the 
te thereof : that thy land be not vnſruicfull through want 
of good manuring, or that which grow vpon it bee not the 
fie, and after, when thou 
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faire, according to thy ſtate,and ſtore it with ſuch good furni. 
ture,as before was not requiſite for thee. An houle, and habj. 
tationtodwell in is firſt of all robe prouidcd :tbut the orna. 
ments,and beautitying of ir,arc to be deferred vntil thy main. 
tenance will allow thee the libertie thereof, His purpole jsto 
teach ys to proceede orderly in all our affaires, preferring of 
things of gieatcſt importance co che firſt place, and yoing a. 
bout mattersof Icfle waight by leiſure afterward : as in a buil. 
ding,None andrimber is to be prepared, before wainſcot and 
hanging. 

And men vſeto buy land ortake it,and haue a croptowards 
before they hire,or build a barne. It were a fooliſh part in fea 
ſting to ſpread the table, ſer diſhes ypon the board, & to make 


. the gueſts fit downe, before any meate be prouided: or fora 


manto prouide bridle, or ſaddle, with trappings andall other 
furniture,and yer is able neither co buy,nor borrow, nor hire? 
horſe for his journey. 


Verſ, 28. Be not awitnefſe againſt thy neighbour without « 
crauſe,nor dectine with thy lips, 


E not awitneſſe] In any matter, or for any mans caule, « 

gainſt thy neighbour , againſt any man, without 4 casſe, 
whe he deſerueth it nor, or thou haue no calling therunto,and 
therefore take heed that thy teſlimonie be not talſe : Foralyt- 
truth is falſe witneſſing, and without cauſe : neither affirme 
thou any thing ccrtainly which is vncertaine,and ſtandeth on- 
ly on likelihood and probabilitie : fo Eliteftified againſt Hs 
nah,when hee charged her with drunkennes, becaule hee fav 
the motion ofher lips,but heard not the yoyce of her ſpeech: 
ſothey teſtified againſt the Apoſtles and Diſciples without 
cauſe,when they ſaid they were full ofnew wine, becauſeon? 
ſudden they ſpake ſtrange languages : neither take halfe atale 
for a whole ſpcech, nor adde any thing of thine o:wne to that 
which thou ſpeakeſt,nor peruert the meaning of a mis wor 
which he vttereth : for ſo they witneſſed againlt Chriſt, when 
they informed that he ſaid, can deſtroy thus temple,that _ 
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Verſe 29. PrRovanss. 411 
riall building of fone and timber, and /will build it in three 
daies, becaule hee ſaid, deſtroy you this temple, meaning of his 
body,and [ will build it againe in three daies, Laftly,commenſe 
nota complaint againſt any for well doing, and impure nor 
thatto him for a crime which is dutie,and a good ſervice: for 
ſo Deeg teftified againſt Abrmelech without cauſe, when hee 
accuſed him to Sa/,tor miniftring reliete and weapon to Da- 
wdin his diftrefle, And ſo the enemies of Danic! witneſſed a- 
gainſt him withour cauſe, when they laid ro his charge his 
rayer and ſupplication made to the Lord : and decerme not, 2- 
bal not the eares of any man to make him to belceve thatto 
berrue which is falſe; orthat to be good whichis bad; or thar 
tobe bad which is good : him to be faultie which is innocent ; 
orhim bee iuſt which is va-righteous : at no hand miſinforme 
the minds of thy brethren with thy lips, with the words which 
thy lips doe vtrer, 


Verſ.29. Say not, I will doe to him as lee hath done to me, I 
wilrewardenery man accordmg to his worke, 


09 not, |By threats in ſpeech, or purpoſe of heart, n-icher 
let thy reuengefull paſſions or ations declare thy me 4- 
ning : / will doe to him as he hath done to me, the iniuries tha: I 
have received from him, I will requite vnto him, /willreward 
the man according to his worke, nec (hall receiue as good mea- 
fureashe brought : though I pay him home, and punith him 
ſoundly, may not doe it? he began with me; I am prouoked 
tothar which I doe; the faulc is in himlelfe ; hee was the firſt 
cauſe of his owne hurt. See chap. 20, 22. 


Verſe 30, I went by the field of the flethfull, and by the vine- 
Jadef the man deftitute of underitanding. 
JI. eAndloe it was all growne oner with thornes,and nettles 
conered the face thereof .and the ſione wall thereof was bro- 
ne, 
32. Then / ſaw aud conſidered well, I looked wpen it and re- 
ined inftruttion, 


Ee 3 33, Yet 


_ = 
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13. Yet alittle ſlumber, a little ſleepe, alittle folding of the 
hands to ſlerpe. 
34. So ſhalthy poxerty come as one tha: wavelleth, andthy 


neceſſity 45 an armed mar. 


| fm Wiſe man, whoſocuer he were,Goth in theſe yerſes,by 
his owne experience,lively paint our, and deſcribe the 
ſhamectul wretchleſneſſe of fluggards, with the miſery & cala» 
mitie which they do incur them by the ſame, Firſt,he relaterh 
the occaſio wherby he was broughtro fee ſo far intothe mat- 
ter: / paſſed,(faith he)by the field of the ſlothfull,an' by the vine. 
yard of the man deſtitute of underſtanding : as if he ſhould have 
ſaid,I went notas a buſie bodie ro ſpie out the faults of other 
men which belonged not vnto mee, I made not a journey of 
purpoſe to finde our what was amiſle, in the mans behaujour, 
eſtate,or poſſeſſions : but my buſineſle lay that way, I had iuſt 
calling to trauell thereby, and in regard thereof, /paſſedby the 
fretd of the ſlothfull,&c, whoſe idleneſſe, negligence, and want 
of forecaſt, conuinceth him to be yoid of vnderflanding,or de. 
ſticure of an heart, as the word Hgniherh : for itis as goodto 
haue no heart, as to vie none, as hee doth who is fo remiſle 
in affaires of ſuch importance. Secondly, hee relateth the mat- 
ter ſubie of his report, the obie which his eyes apprehen- 
ded, and loe, this field, or vineyard was all growne ouer nih 
thornes,it was ful of brambles,and briers ,ncttles,chiſtles,burs, 
and ſuch like hurtfull weeds, had couered all the ground, that 
nothing couly be ſeene but they, and thefe ſucke out the moy- 
ſture ofthe earth,and feed vpon the fatneſle of the ſame, whet- 
bythe ground was much impoveriſhed, and made very bat- 
ren : theſe annoyed the corne,or graſſe,the vines, or any other 
plants,& made them fruitlefſe,ſo tharnorhing could be expe- 
cted bur ſterilicy, and barrennefle ; and befide, the fone wal 
was broken downe, there was delapidavion of wounds, ſo thit 
ſwine might eafily ger in, and rout vp the ground, and every 
beaſt had liberty to bark thetrees, or browte vp6 the branches 
thereof, or make ſpoile of ſuch commodities as _—_— 
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therein: for idleneſſe is a very hurtfull fnne, and every thing is 
the worſe that ſlothfull perſons have to deale in: and ſo £a/s- 
mon teſtifiech, laying, Fy [latbfmulneſſe the roofe of the honſe $0: Eccleſ.1c.18, 


eth to «ec 49 ; and by the hands of the idlethe houſe dreppeth tho« 
row, Thirdly,he recounteth the yſes that he made of the fight 
which he ſaw, whereof one was for himſelfe,and his owne be- 
nefit : he conſideredit well, and receined inftruttion , he gathes» 
red wiſedome out of the follie of the ſluggard, and learned 
thereby that ſlothfulneſle and follic arethe mothers of pouer- 
ty,and miſcric,& in this he ſhewed himſclfe to be truly wiſe : 
for as muchas heauenly wiſedome direfteth mens minds to 
make that vſefull ro themſclues, which is pernicious vnto 0- 


thers,and make the very ſinnes of their neighbours to be mo- Mal.z.15, 
tives to goodnefle to them, The other viſe concerned that la- Pſal4 6, 


zieperſon,in whom hee obſerued the cauſe of that ruine and 
deſolation,and that was loue of ſleepe, and lingering in ſleep 
anddrowſinefſe had ſo poſlefled him, as that hee was held ASA 
bondman,or priſoner in it; whoſe very words hee reciteth to 
declare his captivity in, and thraldome to that vice, 4 /ittle 
ſeepe, « little ſlumber, cc. proceeding by little and licleto a 
greatdeale,and can hardly finde a time to moke an end there- 
of: & cherfore for concluſion paſſcth the ſentence of beggerie 
ypon him, which hee threatneth ſhould come ypon him both 
ſpeedily,ir would be ſudden, and certaine, asthe compariſon 
=> doth import ; which ſee more fully expounded, Chap, 
» I], 
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Verſ.1.Theſe are alſs the parables of Salomon, which the men 
of Hez.ehiah King of Indah copied out, 


NC.) oh # this chapter,and the foure next as well as thoſe 
Ft, (2g inthe former chapters,vato the 22, verle ofthe 
Geet) --$3 twentic foure, are the parables of Salomon, ſuch 


IEEE as he, in{pired by the ſpirit of of God,did deli. 
uer, whether by pen, ortongue, or both, it is vncertaine: itis 
probable thatthey were among the three thouſand mentic- 
ned inthe booke of Kings, wh:ch the men of Hezchiah King 
of Indah,which tome by Hezckiahs appointment ; ( whether 
they were Prieſts or Leuites, or Prophets,or priuate perſons, 
God hath not reucaled) colleed together, and ſer in order, 
being formerly here and there diſperſed, and being compiled 
(as it were)into alittle treatiſe, they are by the authorityef 
the holy Ghoſt incorporated intothe booke,which hechim- 
{cite had compoſed and becowea part thereof. 


Verl.2.7 he glory of Gods to conceal a thing, but the King! 
hononr ts to ſearch out a matter, 


| ſow Lorddoth much glorific himſelfe by revealing things, 
in that thereby he doth manifeſt his witedo:me, his good- 
pcfle,his iuſtice,his omnipotencie,aud all the reſt of his divine 
attributes vnto the world : ind therefore the Propher Habat« 
kuk faith, the earth ſhall be filled with the knowledge of God, 
the waters comer the ſea : butherein he is wonderfull glorious, 
that working, and ſhewing ſo much, hee dothyerrelerueto 
himſelfe of his counſels, and of his purpoſes,and of his workes 
alſo more then the world ſeeth, Some things hee couerethfor 
atime,that no man may diſccrne,and yer bringeth them afcer- 
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ward tolight that all men may behold : and this falleth our of- 
tenin his ordinary adminiſtration: tome things, namely the 
myteries of aluation,he manifeſteth ro © few,to his ele&,that 
noneelſe, though neuer ſo wittie or leare are capable of; 
whichour Sauiour acknowledgeth, ſayin;,; / 1harke rhee O 
father, Lord of h:auen and earth,that thew h.15t h:4 theſe things 
rem the wiſe and prudent, and renealed them ts babes; enen ſo 
oh father becanſe it ſo pleaſed thee, And this lie doth by his gra- 
ious diſpenſation : ſome things he retaineth for cuer {rom all 
men,that they cannot poſſibly attajne vnto the knowledge ofz 
8 the cauſes why this man 1s elected, and that man reiected ; 
why one 35 appornted to faluation, and another deſtinared ro 
G&ftruction. And by this hee doth maintaine his abſolute fo- 
veraignty,that he will not ſubicR himlclte to giue an account 
ofhis waics to his creatures, & to declare the plenitude, perſe- 
Gion,& infinitenes of his holy nature ; and this is that which 
the Apoſtle doth Rop all mouthes with,and himſelfe ſo much 
wordreth at, ſaying : Ohthe depth of the riches of the wiſedome Rom.11.33. 
of God, how vnſearchable are bis indgements , his waies paſt fin- 
ding out! But the Kir gs honour, it maketh much tor the renoune 
of preat Princes and Goucrnors,to ſearch ont matters,& bring 
themto light, that the craft of cunning and diſlembling per- 
lons goe not beyond their vndertianding ; and others haue 
notmore skill in cloaking their facts and defignements, then 
they have in diſcouering and finding them ovr, This is the 
fruit oftheir wiſedome,this is the exerciſe of their iuſtice, and 
forthis they (hall be greatly loued, feared .and admircd : as Sa- 
lomon was in ſounding out the truth, though very difficult to z, King.z, 
tobefoundin the caſe of the t:vo harlots, 


Verſ, 3. The heauen s for heig ht,and the earth for depth, and 
the Rigs beart ts vnſearcbavie. 


F heanens for height, Doe exceed mens knowledge and 
Skill, and the earth for depth, goeth beyond all the reach 
oſkis vnderfianding, and the Kings heart, his thoughts, pro- 
ects, witedome and yndet —_— is inſearchable, more po- 


liticke and prudent, then their ſubiects can vnderſtand : - 
tL,O01C 


- 
"_ 


416 Paxaoverss. Chap 15, 
thoſe gouernours whom the Lord in goodneſle lifteth vp, the 


royall thrones are by him indued withan excellent fpirit, and 
adorned with ſuch gitts as for the moſt part are not to bee 
found in priuate perſons : if any Princes by reaſon they giue 
themſelues rather to vanitie then the ['udic of wiſedome, bee 
not ſuch, yet ſuch they ought to bee : for ſeeing they have to 
dealc in great and weighty matters,it is required of themthat 
their wits,counſcls,purpoles,and determination of matters, be 
rare, profound and paſt the common reach, All Princes attaine 
not to this,nor many : divers are as ignorant, fimple, and ſhal. 
low witred, as thoſe that are farre their inferiours : butit is 
through their owne dcfaulr, becauſe they want the loveof 
ynderltanding and diligence; or negleR thoſe meanes where. 
by it is10 bee gotten, As Rehoboams heart was ſofarrefrom 
mounting vp to the top of heauen, or piercing downetothe 
centure of the earth, asthat it was nota yard high, ora foote 
deepe ; but it was becauſe he laboured not to be iudicious,nor 
entertained good counſcll when it was offered vnto him; but 
as for Salomen his father, who knew the words of wiſedome, 
and prayed for it at the hand of God, God gaue him wiſdome, 
exceeding much, and a large heart as the ſand on the ſea ſbi, 
his wiſedome excelled the wiſedome of al the children of the Eft 
and the wiſedome of Fg pt : for he was Wwiſer then any man. No 
bad cauſe was too hard for him to deteR, no praiſes whid 
he did not ſincll out: no complotters which hee did not ſpet- 
dily intrap in their wiles, Adoniah did cafily illude Bathſbeb4 
his mother, bur ſo hee could not him : for hee cſpiedout his 
treaſon,with Abiathers, and [oabs, at the very motioningol 
the match, which he defired might be betweene him and 4b 
ſhag the Shunamice, 


Verſe 4. Tale the droſſe from the ſiluer, and thereſpallpre- 
ered apot for the fincr, 


flabl ny ——woa=gy rors the King, and his throne ſpallbet- 


'T Ake the drefſe from the fluer, ] For the vnderftanding of 
theſe words, we muſt obſerue the ſenſe of the lnſioety 
y 
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which is this : euen as when the drofſe is remoued from the 
filuer,chere remaineth nothing but good and pure matter,for 
the finer to frame a good veſlcll of : fo whenthe wicked is ta- 
kenaway from the King, there will be equirie and iuſtice, and 
fo histhrone thereby ſhall be eſtabliſhed: and herein hilt che 


wicked are compared to droſle, as they are alſo in Ezechiel Ezxcch.12.19, 


for droſſe hath no good mereall in ir, bur is a kind of ynprofi- 
table earth: ſo in them is no good to bee found, burpride, 
worldlineſſe, &c, And hypocrifie at the beſt is like to drofle 
which is mixed with filuer : drofſe will neuer be melted, what 
paines ſoeuer be taken with it ; nor they humbled, or broughe 
torepentance,what meanes ſocuer be yſed with them : drofle 
willnot ſerue for plate,nor be conuerted into coyne or orna- 
ments: neither will they bee fitted for the worſhip of God,or 
any holy (eruices, Secondly,the King is compared to a finer ; 
fortharit belongeth to him to purge away wicked perſons, 
andredreſſe things that are amiſle, And thirdly,the kingdome 
or State to fined i1luer,or a veſſell made therof, Now we mult 
ſeake more perticularly touching the application inthe ſe- 
cond yerſe, take away, &c. Hee intendeth notto giue liberty 
to ſubieQsar cheir pleaſure,to baniſh licentious and difſolute 
men: forthat were an intollerable preſumprion; but it is a di- 
retion giuen to Princes to informe them of their dutie, that 
they oughtnot permit wicked men to conuerſe with them, or 
tohauecountenance from them, Daxid after a ſort yowed be- 
fore he came to the crowne,that he would ſurely abandon all 
Impious perſons,when the ſword ſhould be pur into his hand, 


ſaying, A froward heart ſhall depart from me, | will not know 4 Plal.totg. 


wickedperſon : for they are euery way exceeding harmefull, 
andpernitious to Princes,and Magiſtrates, by corrupting and 
poyſoning their hearrs with finfull counſel), as didihe coun- 
lellors of Dariws, by applauding and praifing them in their 


faules; as did Herod: flatterers, by falſe and malicious com» Dan.«, 
plaints againſt innocent men : 2s did Doeg, and Haman, by Hcſt.12, 


oppoſing and ouerthrowing all good inſtructions giuen vnto 
them: as did Pharaobs ſorcerers,and Rebcboams young com- 


pmniong;and blemifhing their honour and eftimation,as Sheb- 
v4 


PROVERAL. Cbaþ.15, 


na did Hezekiahs; and endangering their eftate by commit. 
ting cuillthemſelues,and drawing them allo intoit : as inthis 
rext appeareth by the reaſon from the contrary, his throne 
ſhallbe abliſhed in indgement : as if he ſhould hauc ſaid, Hee 
would be righteous,if they were expulſed from him, and his 
equitic and juſtice would eſtabliſh his throne, would bri 
fafcty,and gouernment,and kingdome, which cannot beeex- 
peed, while ſuch peſtiferous wicked perſons are fo intimate 
with him, | 


Vet. 6. Put not forth thy ſelfe before the King, nor ſtand in 
the place of great men, 

7. For | pou it is that it be ſaid unto thee,Come v9 hither, 
then that thou ſhowldeit bee put lower, in the ſight of the Prince 


whom thine eyes hane ſeenc, 


= holy Ghoſtin theſe ſentences calleth euery onefrom 
vaine boaſting,eſpecially before Princes, who by reaſon 
of their high places cannot abide arrogancie ; and by reaſon 
of the power wherewith they are armed, will not ſufferitgoe 
ynpuniſhed : pur wot forth thy ſelfe before the King, mike no 
ſhew of any brauerie,or excellcncie before a Prince,and /tard 
not in place of great men, intrude not thy {clfe into thole 
roomes whereunto thou art called, but belong vnto men of 
greater account, The reaſon trom the compariſon of contrary 
effcAs followerh : for it ss better, gc. it is a more comfortable 
and commendable thing, that when thou ſcateſt thy ſelfeina 
low place,thou be called vp to an higher, then that whenthou 
halt placed thy ſelfe in an high; roeme,a man of better degree 
or account comming in, thou bee cauſed to fit downe lower, 
and giue place ynto him: as thou by experience haſt ſcene 
forto cometo paſſeto the ſhame of many, 


Verfſ, 8. Go not forth ha#tily te flrife,le/t thaw know not what 
to do in the end therof, when thine enemy hath put thee to ſhame. 


As before the ſpirit of God hath taught vs modeſty, and 


dilwaded ys from inſolencie and pride ; ſo now hee 
t 


Vaſe 8. 
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leth vs to take heed of contention, which vice bringeth ſhame 
2s well as the other, goe not forth ha#tily to ſtrife, if thou bee 
yoiuſtly purſued, maintaine thy cauſe as well 2s thou canſt, ſo 


Hee that it be in equitie,and after a due manner ; but bee thou nor 

nd his ! h "6c og q 
br: forwardin moleſting of others,goe not forth as aſſailants,an 

| "" challengers,as champions vſe to doe, For fromthem is the f1- 

2 = militude raken as it teemeth: if thou muſt needs be apartie in 
__ ſuite,be the defendant,rather then haſtily ro contend : forit is 


great wiſedome (if it be poſſible) ro be atpeace with all men, 
h andto follow after peace by all meanes; which if wee cannor 

ind in | ay” 
obraine,ler vs obſerne theſe rules in a!l our controuerſics: firſt, 
that the juſtice and equitie of our cauſe appeare vnto vs. SC- 
—__ condly,that the matter for which we contend bee of moment, 
andſuch as with good warrant from God we may fafely deale 
in. Thirdly,chat wee fir{t offer condition of peace and agree- 
mentto the partie whom we are compelled to contend with, 


_ a5 dy mouing him to compremir the matter,and refer it indit- 
Ws: ferent arbitrators, Fourthly,that we onermatch not our ſelues 
was vith aduerſaries too ſtrong for vs,or willingly bring the mat- 

b ter before corrupt and vnequall Tudges,(See chap. 17. 14.in 


ke no thedoQrine)leſt thou thereby be brought to ſuch extremity, 


” 
_ that thou know not what to doe, again(t thine aduerfarie, orin 
we thine owne defence: and this hee ſpeaketh, not onely becauſe 
trary raſhneſſe cauſerh men ro ruſh into things volawfull, but de- 
1able privechthem (as it were) for a time of all their ſenſes, # the 
"Pj end thereof, when the matter hath been heard, and the cauſe 
ton ſentenced, whey thine ne;ghbour hath pat thee to ſhame, when 
-oree thine aduerſarie,or the partie whom thou haſt iniut ouſly mo- 
= leſted, hath giuen thee the foile and overthrow, and hath ob- 
_ tained ofthe Indge that it bee done to thee as thou thoughteſt 
; to haue done to a, and ſocither put thee to pay the ſame 


charges which hee ſhould have borne, or ſufterthe ſame pu- 
what WW hiſhment which he ſhould baue ſuſtained, 


Pu 
and hoe [.9. Debate thy cauſe with thy neighbonr, and rexcale 
= 'y ſecret to another, 

Verſ, 10. 


Prxoverss. Chaa 25, 
Verſ.10. Left he that heareth it pat thee to ſhame, andihing 


infamie twrne not away. 


D Ebate thy cauſe with thine neighbour, Diſpute thy cauſe 

louingly with thy brother : 1f rhy brother hath offended 

thee,goe tell him betweene him and thee alone : and rencalennt 

the ſecret of another,as for the ar and priuie offence com. 

mitted by him, which is onely knowne vnto thy ſelfe, declare 

p not ynto any, if thine owne admonition may preuaile with 
im. 

Left he that heare thee put thee to ſhame, | Lettin Neadof 
credit which thou feekeſt after, thou procure vntothy ſelf dif. 
credit from him vnto whom thoutelleſt the tale, whopercei. 
uing thee to blaze abroadthe infirmitie of thy friend, willre. 
pute thee a back-biter,ortale-bcarcr : and thine infamie turn 
wot away, leſttheleaud _— thar is had of thee,and that re. 
port that is given ous of thy vncharitable dealing continue 
longer then thou diddeſt imagine, and the blot and ſhame 
thereof be perpernall. Sothat they which lay open theſecrer 
of their friends, commonly bring moſt and longeſt diſpruc 
ypon themſclues, For thereby they diſcouer their ov:nema- 
lice and ynfaithfulneſſe, which is a more enormous vice, then 
their neighbours frailty : they breake the rule of our Saviour, 
which would have vs by loueand merciiull dealing tocure 
and hide our brethrens faults; they breake the noble andan- 
cient rule of cquitie, Whatſoener you would that men ſhoulddn 
to you,the ſame dee you to them : and likewiſe that of the Apo- 
ſtle grounded vpon the ſame foundation, pnt chem in mind to 
to ſpeake emill of no man,for we our ſelues were ſomtimes fool, 


diſobedient,c+c. 


Verſe 11. Aword fitly ſpoken, « like apples of gold in pifture! 
of /iluer., 


Ven as filuer pitures ſer out, or beautified with golden,ot 
guilded apples, grapes, pomegranets, or other yy nn. of 
owets, 
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flowers,are pleaſing and delightfull to the eye, both for varie= 
tie of rich matter, and diuerſitie of artificiall formes : So 4 
word, ſentence,or ſpeech containing true, waightie, & whole- 
ſome matter,and yttered in comely and decent manner, is ve= 
ry wiſe and acceptable to a judicious care, Such an ornament 
tis, and honour for a man to order his tongue aright, when 
thetruth in a matter of importance is garniſhed with wiſe 
and diſcreete handling, all due circumttances (of perſons, 
time,and place, vehemence or ſoftnes, prolixitie or briefnes, 
andeuery other of like nature) concurring, 


Verſ.12. eAs an eare-ring of {0% and an ornament of fine 


gold: ſou a wiſe reproner toano edient eare, 


He ſenſe is, that the wiſe reprouer, or inſtruer,who lo- 
vingly,and ſeaſonably telleth a man of his fault, or dutie, 
more beneficiall to the eare, and conſequently to the heart 
and whole man of him, which is attentiuc co hearken,and e- 
dedient to performe,then ifhee ſhould grace his eare with an 
ere-ring,or beſtow a rich Tewell vpon them : For the grace of 
Gods ſpirit which hee is vſed as an inſtrument to conferre, is 
facremore precious then all gold or IJemmes : and the inward 
m—— isincomparably more glorious then outward dec- 
ing. Sothac good mens counſell is of no {mall yalew and 
worthto good men, If our Saviour had cloathed the woman 
of Samaria with cloath of gold,and hanged vpon her as many 
lexels and precious Rlones, he had not ſo richly adorned her, 
dor brought her to that honour, as he did by that gracious and 
well tempered conference : For what can more commend a 
man,or make him ſhine ſo brighr,as thar which helpeth to re» 
moue 4way the raggcs of his corruption, and further him to 
tepentance, that he may bee clad wxh righreouſnes ? by this 
deis made acceptable to God,and godly Chrittians : and free 
from the danger of reproch, which can come from the rongue 
of Oy wicked deprauer, | 


Verſ,1 3+ 
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Verſ. 13. es the coldof ſnow in the time of ſommer : ſo is 4 
faithfull meſſenger to him that ſendeth him, 


He inhabitants of thoſe hot countries, vſed to cooletheir 
drinke in ſommer with cold ſnow water, which they ga» 
thered in winter,2nd reſerued till that fea{on. Let it not ſeeme 
ſtrange though here mention made of ſnow in harueft, which 
if it would fall on the ground, would be vnſeaſonable,& hurt- 
full thereunto, as wee ſhall ſee in the beginning ot the next 
chapter : but the water thereof which is moſt cold, put into 
drinke,to coole the ſame,doth much refreſh them that labour 
hotly in harue(t worke : or otherwiſe are oppreſſed,and made 
faint with extremitie of heate : as may appeare inthe 25.verle 
of this chapter. Now vnto ſnow water reſerued, and thus ap- 
plied, isa ſpecdie and truſtic meſſenger here fitly reſembled: 
for by his good newes hee greatly reuiuerh the longing anc 
languiſhing mindes of thoſe who ſent him «bout their buſi 
nefle, who during the time of his abſence, through teare and 
doubt were almoſt halfe dead, For they which vic y ood men 
in their meſſages,or other affaires,doe commonly iince good 
ſucceſſe therein: as did eAbraham, and Cornelis : and when 
Daxid heard that Abimaas was comming towarcs him, hee 
concluded becauſe he was a good man, he would ſurely bring 
good tidings :ſ\uch will nor faile co be truſtic, anc cil-gent: 
they will managetheir affaires with wiſdome, aud dilcre:i0n, 
and Gods Angels and bleſſings doe accompanic chcm, and 
their ations, to make them fortunate aud proſperous, te 
chap.1 3.verſ.17. 


Verſ.14. Who ſo boaſtetb bimſelfe of «falſe gift i as clouds, 
rame without water. 


( jr cam and winde in drought, when ground chops and 
hawnes for want of moiſture, and graſle,and corne,s 
the fruites of the earth begin to wither, doe put the hucheon 
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man in great hopethat the weather wil alter,and ſtore of raine 
will al ſhortly ; which if it come nor to paſſe, but their expe- 
Aation be deceiued, doth adde ynto their griefe through the 
defeatment of their hope: and ſo diflemblers, and ſuch as make 
ſhew of great liberalitie, are much depended vpon for atime, 
and great confidence is repoſed on them: but when they feed 
men with bare words and pretences,and neicher performe a- 
ny good, nor meaneit, they double the ſorrowes of thoſe nee= 
die people who waited for their helpe,and had rather been 
without their promiſes, then to bee nothing the better for 
them: for miſerie is made the more miſerable, when a man is 
gulled and illuded by deceiners. 


Verſe 15. By long forbearance ts a Prince perſwaded, and 4 
ſoft tongue breaketh the bones, 


(= perſonages are for the moſt part more vehemently 
incenſed when they are angrie, then meaner men: be- 
cauſe their mindes are greater,and take it for an indignitienot 
tobe ſatisfied in their wils: yer by madeftic,and meckenes, by 
—_ flence, and forbearance # a Prince pactified : great 

ulersare appeaſed when they ſee they are not incountred : 
when not indutitull replie is made vnto them : when there is 
no dogged countenance, nor muttering language againſt 
them, and 4 ſoft tongae, milde and lowly words vitered with 
thetongue, nar, the boxes, oucrcommeth ſtour and hard 
mindes, which otherwiſe would not yeeld, and aſlſwageth the 
greateſt rage and anger, which otherwiſe cannot be extingut- 
ſhed, that is attributed to the minde which properly belong- 
ethto the body,the ſtrength ofthe creatures much confilting 


inthe greatnes of the bones, It was ſaid of /ſatar, that hee Gen,2941 4 


ould be a ſtrong aſſe, or an afſe of bone. It is like vnto an oyle 
Which will not onely ſupple the fleſh, and ours ard parts of 
the man, bur ſoke euen ynto the very bones, and have 2n ope- 
ration therein, See the doctrine of the firſt verſe of the 15. 
pter, 


FF Verſ.16, 
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Cha).25, 


Verſ.16, Haf? thou found hoxy, eate ſo much at is ſufſcient 
for thee,le'? thoube filled therewith,and vomnt it, 


Aſt thou obtained any thing that is pleaſant and de. 
F lightfull, moderate thy ſelfe in the vic of it, eate ſomuch 
as ts ſuffi-ient for thee, but no more,/eſt thou be filled therewith, 
fated with eating cuermuch, and vomit it,annoying thy ſto- 
macke, and ſhaming thy ſelfe with the rauenoulnes of thine 
vnbridled appetite. A meaſure therefore is to bee kept inall 
things, euen in thoſe things which are moſt plealant : for ex. 
ceſſe will make the beſt things bitter and vnlauourie : For 
what is ſweeter then hony if it be moderatly raken ? yetif any 
eate roo much thereof it cauſeth loathing,and calling ; andſo 
will all delights of the world which are abuſed aboue mez- 
ſure,they will bring paine and ſorrow after them: too much 
of euery earthly thing is hurtfull, as of meate and drinke, of 
gold, filuer, and money; of garments and apparel], of plezs 


ſures and delights : Chap.21.17. 


Verſe 17. Withdraw thy foote from thine neighbours houſe 
leſt he be wearie of thee,and ſo hate thee, 


His ſeemethto be a perticular application ofthe formet 

precept, that as hee would not haue mento glutthem- 
ſelues in other delights which our natures doc affect : ſo hee 
would not haue vs to exceed in preſſing roo hard ypon, or 0- 
uerlaying a kinde friend : For though his table or houſe been 
ſweetnes like home, yet ifa man will haunt it without all me 
{ure,or modeſtic, he will make his deareſt friend to v hom hee 
was wont to be mo!? welcome,to grow wearie in time of (uch 
a daily gueſt: therefore ſaith hee,withdra' thy foote,or as the 
word is, make it precious at thine neighbours houſe. Chii- 
ftians muſt learne not to bee burthenous one to another, I 
fandeth not with the ingenuous heart of a good man ſoto 
doe: it is not agreeable to loue and charitie : it proceedeth 
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our libertie and honour : it is 2 thing to be more gloriousto q | 
bee ſeruiceable ro our brethcen, as Chriſt was, thento bee 
chargeable to them, 


Verſe 18, e man th:it beareith falſe witneſſe agamſt his 


neighbour, ts a manle,and a [word,and.i jharpe arrow, 


Man that beareth fa'ſe witzeſe Which cher doth lay 
things to his charg- as an accuſer, or vndertakceth to ju» 

fie other mens falſe complaints by 1:15 reltimonie, or raiſech | 

rp,and difperſeth flanderous reports, 4g 41/7 hes neighbour, a- 

gainſt any man whereby }11s };{c, or limmes, or his ttate,or ta- 

milie,or credit might he indangered, dealeth 2s if hee ſhould 

ſtrike his neighbour with a maule, and ſo knocke him on the 4 at 

head : or run at him with a tword,and let out his bowels,or 

ſhoote a ſharpe arrow at him which will pierce deeply, and 

firike him at the heart : to all theſe chrce inftruments of death 

82 malicious tongue ficly compared : For that many times it 

doth as much miſchicfe as any of themall, becauſe the name 

of a good man is as deare vnto him, as the beft member of his 

dodie: & life it {elte is often deſtroyed by the virulent tongues 

of malicious accuſers, If Naboths enemies had knockr our 

is braines with a club; or runne him thorow with a ſword; 

orſhot a q1iuer full o! arrowes at him, could they poſſibly 

haue equall1z.ed that crueltie of traducing himto be a traitor 

aan} the King,and a blafphemer of God,to the deſtruction 

of his life, ruine of his houſe, and perpetuall reproch of his 

name, ifche Lord by a marucilous fauour to him, and juſtice 

apain({ his aduerfar:es, had not miraculouſly cleered him. See ;,King.3. 

c<ap.1 2,18, , 


Verſe 19, Confidence in an vnfaithfull man i 41 4 broken 
lonb,and « band ont of ioynt. 


Onfidence) Truſt, and affiance repoſed in 4» vnfaithful 
man,in a difſembler,who meaneth nothing leſle,then the 


Sindnefſe which hee maketh ſhew of,ss #« 4 broken teoth,thar 
Ft 2 failerh 


F | lob.6.is, 


1, Tim,4.16, 


426 PrRovaERBs. Chap.1 5, 


faileth and paineth him, that goeth about to chew his meate 
therewith, and a foote ont of 1oynt, which tormenteth, and diſ- 
ſappointerh him that ſerreth it on the ground to go : neither 
can (he broken tooth, or foote ont of ioynr oc their office : but 
arc voprofitable, and painfull, A deceitfull friend then turreth 
co the hurt of him that dependeth vpon him: by diſappoin. 
ting him of his expeCation, as [ob complaineth of his friends, 
that they deceiucd him like a brooke, whichvis full of waterin 
winter, when enough is to be had euery where clſe: butas 2 
dric pit in ſommer vtterly failing the paſſengers that comein 
hope to quench their thirlt thereat, | 
And Daxid complaineth of his acquaintance that they 
ſtood farre off from him, And it was no ſmall gricte to Paul 
when hc had moſt nced ofhelpeto be fo: ſaken of all, and a{- 
fitted of one: and this is commonly done with ſome calum- 
niation, or vnder colour or pretext of ſome Geſertof his. 
that he was worthie to belcft to himiſelfe : and at laſt ſuch 
friend turnethto be a moſt malitious and bitter aducrfarie:as 
Daxid found eAchitophel to be, 


Verſ.20, eAs hee that putteth on a pony in cold weather, 
and powreth vineger vpon nitre : ſo ts he that ſingeth ſong:tean 
heane heart, 


He purpoſe of this is,to demonſtrate the ſweete om 
þ bow. and refrcſhing,which a wiie and faithfull com one 
doth miniſter toa penliue and aftlicted mind,and that by tire 
compariſons:the " is warme cloathes in cola weather,\ = 
of euery man byhis owne experience, fenſe,and ſeeling,cot 
know thedelight and commoditie :the ſecond is the prom 
of vineger vpon nitre, which(as writers ſay) is 3 matter or 1WW- 
ſtance much like vnto falt, bur is not falt, with holes lixea 
ſponge: it is to bee found in ludea, Egypt, and thole patty, 
made hard by the Sunne, which is quickly diflo!/ued and - 
Red by vineger,though by heate compacted together it Mat 
the hardnes of a very ſtone ; and as much doe the conſolatori 


comforts of a Jouing and godly friend mitigate and _ 
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the ſetled griefe of the heart. Thethird is muſike, or melodie, 
it is called the fnging of ſongs, chearing the heart in ſorrow 
and heauineſle, as a pleaſant harmonie, or well tuned dittic, 
ſung witha ſweere yoyce,afteQeth the eare, 


Ver. 21, if thine enemie hunger, giue him bread to eate : if 
be thirſt, gine him water to drinke, 

Verſ, 22, For thou ſhalt heape coales of fire vpon his head,and 
the Lord ſhall reward thee. 


He holy Ghoſt irfthis place(as he doth expound himſelfe 
inthe new Teftament)doth giue a precept for Chriſtian 


charity to our aduerſaries Which hate vs,that we ſhould ouer- Rom. 2.16, 


come their malice with beneficence and well doing : and to 
this purpoſe preſcribeth a dutie in the former verſe, teaching 
vshow to deale with him ; and ſoliciteth ys thereunto by for- 
cible arguments in the latter, The dutic is,that in caſe owr ene- 
mie bunger,we ſhould feede him,c>c.if hee be in any want, ac- 
cording to our abilitie and opportunitie we muſt miniſter yn- 
tohun,denying himno helpe or couſeſie at his neede : there- 
forethe law requireth the ſame, inftancing in other offices of 
love and humanitie : as, [fthow meete thine enemies 0xe, or his 
aſe going aitray,thou ſhalt ſurely bring it backe to him againe : 
if theuſeeſt the aſſe of him that hated thee lying vnder bis bur« 
Ou wouldeſt thou forbeare to belpe him? thonſhalt ſurely 
elpe bim, 

The arguments are two: the firſt fromthe end: the ſeeond 
from theeffe, The endis that we may reconcile himto vs, if 
itde poſſible; and wipne his loue, by powring coales of fire 01 
bu head, by heaping vp many benefics ypon him : For it ſee- 
meth to be a compariſon taken from founders, or caſters of 
mettall, who by adding too much fuell, and making a great 

e will make the hardeſt iron and teele at the laft to melt, 
nldecome liquid: and ifthere be any merrall of ingenuifty 
nd good nature in ſuch foes : if they be not wholly made of 
olle,they will be pacified,and will not after ſo many & great 
$009turnes continue implacable. Euen that waiward Sau, 
Ff3 whoſe 


Exod.24-4;5- 


4:8 ProveRBs. Chap.2s, 


whoſe heart was very much obdurate with hatred, envie, and 
malice againli Dauid,was for the time mollified, when he ſaw 
thar he ſpared his life, 

Hauing ſuch an aduantage to (lay him,and onely cut off 4 
piece of his coate, when he might with as much eaſe have cur 
off his head : this kindnefſe of Daxids did fa afte& Sanl, and 
wrought vpon him,that hee called him his fonne now, hom 
beforc he proclaimed atraytor,and prayed to the Lordtore- 
compence vnto him the goodnefſe which he had ſhewenyn- 
to hirn, whereas formerly hee deſired nothing but his ruine 
and de{irudion, All good meanes therefore areto be vſed, to 
make out enem:es to be better minded toward ys, whatſveuer 
the ſuccefle be : ler our fire of goodnefle be as great as wecan 
make it: for that we know not what thcy may proue, whether 
leade,or tinne,or brafle,or filuer,or gold, &c. ynto this we are 
perſwaded by the Propher,faying, S eche peace,and follow after 
it,purſue it with patience, long ſufferance, forbearance, with 
paires,charges,and all teſtimonies of our defire of their good 
will,and care of their welfare, For now notwithſtanding v4- 
riance continue betweene vs, yet wee ſhall be freed fromthe 
burthen and blame thereof, before God,men,and Angels,and 
in our own conſciences, &theirs alſo : and this is an excellent 
armour of defence,and we may be afſured of proteQion and 
fafetic againſt their walitious and miſchieuous practiſes, The 
effect ofthis louing behauiour toward our encmie, is the 1t- 
ward to be expeRed from God, the Lord ſhall reward thee, ve 
ſhall bee no loſers, althovgh our enemies remaine obſtinate, 
and not able to requite vs: if froward men will not reſped 
the mercie or courteſie that hath been ſhewed to them, the 
faithfull God will reward the obedience that hath been yerl- 
ded to him : for the more remiſle, or inſufficient men be tore- 
quite any good ſeruices,the more preſt and ready the Almigh- 
tie will beto recompence them for ic : we haue good ſecuritie 
forthis,the Lord Ieſus hath giuen his word for it : Lowe (faith 
he) your enemies ; doe good, hoping for nothing againe,and yu 
reward ſhall be great, andye ſhall be the children of the hight: 
for he ts kinde to the vuthankefull ard enill, Ye 
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Verl.23. As the north wind drineth away raine,ſo doth an au« 
gry countennce a backbiting tongue, 


$ the north wind, Often,and for the moſt part drineth a- 
A raine : the Hebrew word ſaith, gricueth, vexeth, or 
moleſteth raine: for we ſo finde it in the 26. chapter, yerſ, 10, formed of 
the great man moleſteth all : it is a catachreſticall and impro- Chol. | 
per ſpeech: for griefe befalleth not vnſenſible creatures, yer WM 
there may be a Metaphor in it : for that men will ſhunnethe ff b 
place and companie wherein they are grieued and vexed, The { 
truth ofthis Proteſis, or former part of the fimilitude wee ſee | 
verified by experience, For itis comonly fair weather,though 
cold, when the wind fitteth in the north: notwithſtanſtanding 
that there was a north-weſt wind, which by reaſon of the ſitu- q'! 
atioofthe Mediterranean ſea ingendred raine,& gathered the | 
clouds rogerher, ſo doth an angry countenance, the ſlanderous 
tongue, in like maner a frowning look, which argueth diſlike, 
anddiſcontentment,andis a ſfigne of anger, filenceth, and cx- | 
pellech him that with his tongue is giuen ro ſlander, and back- 
bite others, For the beſt way to beerid of tale-bearers, and 
allother ſinfull men, is, to diſcountenance them ; for this will EpbeCy.rr, 
Ciſconrage them from comming to vs at all, when they ſhall 
ſee themſelues no better welcome: or if they ſhould come, 
they would not be in haſt to open their packes of newes, when 
they perceiue their reports to be no better regarded: and let 
them ſpeake what they will, and what they can, yer wee ſhall 
not be annoyed with the infeRion therof, ſo long as we giue 
ſolittle countenance to their backbiring, 


Verſ.24.1t is better to dwell in the corner of an bouſe top,then 
Vith a conteutions woman in 4 wide houſe, See chap, 21. 9. &c, 
19.13, 

25, As coldwaters to awearie ſouls, ſo is goodnewes from a 
farre countrie.. 


A; coldwaters,) When they are drunke, u_ inthe 
heateof ſommer in thoſe #e countries, doe greatly re- 
Ff 4 treſh 


Techolel, 


430 ProvaRs. Chap.15, 


freſhand comfort 4 wearie ſoule, the perſon wearied withla- 
bour and travell,and by that meanes alſo waxen drie andthir 
Nie, ſo is good newer, touching his owne cllate, or friends, or 
the Church of God, or the publike ſtate wherin he liveth, from 
4 farre countrey, and from neere alſo: but principally whena 
good meſſage commeth from places remote and furtheſt di. 
Rant,it is the more acceptable and welcome, becaule men can- 
not heare from them euery day,or often, which cauſeth more 
doubt and fearc, touching the cſtate of matters there: and 
therefore good newes from thence is alſo the more gratetul|, 
becauſe it hath been long and earneſtly looked for, and del 
red: fos whatſocuer the heart doth much defire, the earewill 
at any time moſt gladly heare of: if [/acobs ſonnes had brought 
him home as many picces of gold,as they did graines of corne, 
they could not haue reioyced his ſpirit ſo much as they didby 
afſuring him that /oſeph was aliue in Egypr. 


Vetrſ. 26. eA righteous man falling downe before the wicked, 


14 45 A troubled fountaine,and corrupted ſpring. 


A_— man falling downe before the wicked, |Either 
conſenting with him in any finne, or through cowar- 
dize and feare deliſting from any good and neceſſarie dutie,or 
doing any thing in his preſence, or which may cometolis 
knowledge, that is ſcandalous or offenſiue : ( for all thisis 
meant by falling ) ix as 4 troubled fountaine, is diſgraced, and 
defaced,as the cleernes & ſweernes of the wel is by grauel and 
other ſuchthings when they are ſtirred vp : for euery mans 
turall corruptions be as mire in the bottome of a good well; 
and wicked mens ſeducements to euill, or inſultations ouet 
them for their faults,are as beaſts feet trampling in good wels, 
or a corrypted ſpring, whereinto filth, carrion, or poyſon is caſt 
to infeR the ſame : for a godly man ſwaruing and ___ 
the right way is very obnoxious, and aptto doe hurt by I 
erroneous ſpeeches, when he yndertaketh to maintaine ant 
roar: his examples;and aRions in that which is not warrants: 
ble by the word of God, and a good conſcience, {way I 
mu 
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much with others to be of his judgement and praiſe, When 
the ſubcill [ewes had drawne Petey into diflimulation, Barna- 
bas quickly followed,and then many others one after another: 


and if Paw/ had not ſpeedily addrefled himlelfe to helpe to Galr1.12.13. 


cleanſe the fountaine, there would haue been much muddie 
water drunken in Antioch, Wherefore it is a great diſaduan- 
tage for godly mento diſcouer their infirmities in the eyes of 
Gods cnemics, What a blemiſh was it for eAbrahamto bee 
found equiuocating and difſembling in a matter of ſuch con- 
lequence,of that Heatheniſh Pharaoh ? what an vncomforta- 
ble caſe was it for Samſon to betaken of the Philiſtims in an 
whore-houſe? ifit be wiſhed that the affliftions of Gods peo. 
ple ſhould not be heard of in Gath, it is ro bee lamentedthat 
their finnes ſhould be ſeene there, 


Verſe 27. eAs it is not good to eate mich honey ; ſo for men 
to ſearch their owne glory is noglory, 


A? it 5 ot good to eate much honey, | Though honey mo- 
derately taken be wholeſorse food eo bee eaten, yer to 
ate too much is not good, leſtthou ſurfeit through the ex- 
ceſſe thereof, and be driuen to yomit thereby See the 16,yerle 
of this chapter, 

So for men to ſearch their owne glory,] To ſecke praiſe, glo- 
ry,commendation,and preferment to themſelues,# nor glory, 
$notprofitable nor honorable, but rather baſe and contemp- 
tidle; yea a diſhoneſt and wicked thing : to enioy any ofthele 
ypon due caule,is a teſtimonie of Gods fauour, anda bleſſing 
Ypon well doing ; but ſtudioufly to affeR them, and ambiti= 
ouſly ro hunt after them, is a note of pride, and apparant tefti- 
monic of vaine- glory; and the more menlabour for them,the 
more ynworthie they are of them. None of the trees lo gree- 
lily longed after ſoueraigntie, and to bee Prince among the 
relt,as did the Bramble : humble men defire rather to doe that 
Which = deſerue praiſe,then to bee magnified and praiſed : 


and therefore as ſelfe-liking, and defire of ecftimation _— 
c 


432 Pxoverss. Chan 25, 


deth, ſo that vertue of true humility is wanting, yea and faith 
alſo is wanting : as our Sauiour ſaith ; How can je beleene that 
ſeeke bononr one of another and ſeeks not the honour that com- 
meth of God, 


Verſ. 28. He that hath no rule oner hi oWrne ſpiri', # « aci. 
ty broken dewne,and without walles. 


E that is not able to gouerne his mind, and to keepe yn- 
Hi: his affeRions, bur letteth the bridle looſe thereunto, 
» 45 4 city broken downe, and Without walles, bcing not able to 
refilt any aſſault, bur lieth open to the ſpoyle, the enemie may 
come inathis pleaſure,ſacke it, and burne it,and put allthein. 
habitants to the ſword: in ſuchan eſiate are they which are 
ruled by their lufts and paſhons, being tot fenced with the 
wall of the feare of God : they are expoſed to the tentations of 
Satan,and to the fraud and illuſions of wicked men: theyzre 
not able to withſtand any wicked motion of their owne f:rifull 
hearts,or the rape of their vnrulie tongues ; they are taken cap- 
tives and become bondflaues to eucry noyſome and damna- 
ble vice, whereunto the procliuitie of their fleſhly nature car- 
rieth them : whether it be to railing,or quarrelling,or inconti- 

nencie,or couctouſnefle,or fraudulent dealing, or lying : eue- 
ry vile affetion and luſt, will carrie him headlong with yio- 
lence into all miſchiefe and miſery: as wild and fierce horſes 
wanting guidance, oftentimes runne away winh a coach, to 


the danger of all their liues that ftin it, 
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Verſ.1. As the ſnow in ſommer and raine in harneſt arent 
meete ſo honours # not comely for a /oole, 


and riine doe not agreeto thoſe ſeaſons, nei. 
ther did either ofthem vſe to fal at thoſe times 
& in thoſe countries : for it was a miracle to haue 

ALI raine in wheat haueſt + ſo honour is vnſcemely 
fir a foole, lo are titles, praiſes, and promotions vnfit for wic- 
kedperſons becauſe they ſhould be the rewards of wiſedome, 
and vertue, Snow is not agreeable to ſommer, ſeeing through 
theextreme coldnefle thereof it hindreth the ripening of the 
corne; hkewiſe raine is not welcome in harueſt, foras much 
zthrough the moyfineſle thereof, it hindreth che inning of 
the fruites of the earth: in like manner, honour 55 not meet for 
4foole, in this reſpeQ, that hee is vnworthie of it, reproch and 
puniſhment is more proper and due vnto him : and inthisre- 
ſec, becauſe he is vncapable ofit : all the preferments inthe 
world cannot make a (infull perſon truly honourable,no more 
then _ ring ina ſwines ſnout can make her gorgious and 
deautifull ; they doe no more adorne himin wiſe mens eyes, 
then a tall mans apparell doth become a lictle boy : andin this 
relpe&t, becauſe they are hurtfull ynto him,making him proud 
and high minded, and breeding-a dangerous timpanie in his 
beart, & publiſhing to the world his follic & vilenes,as being 
thereby ſer on an high age thatall his misbehauiour may be 
pzedat,and looked ypon by cuery man: andlaftly inthisre- 
peQ,that his hovour conferred vpon him, and heethus lifted 
'p with honour, or rather the pifure of it, is made ernicious 
and noyſome ynto others, by his infolencie and erceneſle, 
and manifold abuſes of his authoritie, 
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434 PROVERBS. Chap.16, 
Verſ.2, As the bird by flying, and the ſwallow by flying die 
eſcape : ſo the curſe that is cauſeleſſe ſhallnot come. 


S the bird by fying, ) As the ſetting of lime-twigs or 
ſnares,the throwing of ſtones, the ſhooting of arrowes 
or otherſhot,ſeldome hurtrhe ſwallowes, or other birds that 
are on wing, orin their flight: bur all ſuchattempts arefru. 
Ntrate, and take none effeRt: ſo the imprecations and maledi- 
ions, the accuſations and complaints,theflanderous reports 
and bruites which are direRed againft harmeleſſe men, and 
without deſert, ſhall not come,ſhal take no place to hurt them, 
Men ſer nets, and prepare grins, and vſe other deuices againſt 
the poore fowles who haue not wronged the; but very often 
they loſe their time & labour:for the birds haue no harme;but 
faue themſelues, and eſcape away by flying, and fly awaylo 
faſt, asthe bird-catchers cunning cannot ouertakethem:in 
like manner it commethto paſle, that mouthes that arefullot 
curſes,obloquies, ſtriving to hurt their betters without cauſe, 
are defeated of their expeRation and aefires : for the goodnes 
of God which is very ſuccourable,ſerueth for feet and wings 
to his ſeruants that are wrongfully traduced, which will never 
permit an euill rongue to hurt an innocent and righteous 
man : For Godis as prouident for the name of his people, as 
as heis for their life and eſtate; and doth as well ward offthe 
pernicious words of foule mouthes, as hee doth the cruel! 
ſtrokes of violent hands, Eliphaz, promiſed to [ob, andallo- 
ther godly men, ſafety from this danger, ſaying; Thow ſhalt bre 
hid from the ſcourge of the tongue ; neither ſpalt thou bee afrad 
of deftruition when it commeth. Our Sauiour pronounced his 
Diſciples bleſſed,and willed them to reioyce,when men ſpeak 
all manner of euill agam/t him for his name ſake falſly. Teremidb 
faid, Though hee neither lent on vſurie,nor borrowed on v(wit, 
Jet every man curſed him : yet what was he the worſe ? Simevs 
telleth Jarie that our Lord Teſus Chriſt ſhould bee « fignet? 
be ſpoken again#t,but what was hethe worſe? /ez.abel inueigh- 
ed bitterly againſt E/;ah, threatning him, and that with - 
Oatn, 
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oath, that hee ſhould not liue three daies to an end: but what 
washethe worſe? yet deſerued curſes and threatnings vpon 
dye cauſe are perillous and powerfull, and worke inany cumes 
the baze and ruine of them that are ſmitten with thum, v hen 
God in his 4:{pleaſure ſaith Amen vnto them : the t:vo Can- 
taines with cheir fifties that were ſent to take Elyah, had this 
yerifi-d ypo them,to their woe : and ſo had the boyes which 
mocked El/ha; and many others in the ſcriptures, 


Verſ. 3. Awhip for the horſe,a bridle for the aſſe, and a rod 
forthe fooles bacle, 


Whip for the horſe,] To incite him, and make him runne 

ſwiftly forward in the batcell : for the ſpegiall, and al- 
molt one'y vic of horſes in thole parts, and at thoke times ( tor 
ought we reade) was for warre : and in ſtead of ſpurres which 
xeamonglt vs,they carried a whip in their hands: according 
s horſes imployed in our countries for plough, and cart, 
andſuchlike ſeruices, will not draw labotiouſly enough, vng 
kſſethey bee remembred now and then with ſmarting laſhes : 
abridle for the aſſe, to rule and dire himin his way : for thoſe 
tiey yſed in journeyes to trauell with: this fimple creature 
vhen hecarrieth a man on his backe , would.goe out of the 
right way very often, vnleſſe hee were by him guided and or- 
dcredby a bir: and arod for the footes backe, that is, chaltiſe= 
ments and correQions appertaine to wicked and witleſle 
fooles, and that for two cauſes; the one to ſtirre him vp, it 1t 
depoſſidle, and prouoke him to goodneile; the other tore- 
ſtraine him as much as may be, av! detaine him trom bn; tor 
the bruit bealts are not harder to bee gouerned, then wiltull, 


Deut,15 9, 


2. King. 2,10, 


ad vnteachable men ae. ame m3 (ſaith Zopbir) would bee lob 11-12. 


We though man be borne like a wild aſſe colt. Maſtcrs 2nd Pa- 
rene finde this truc in their families; and ſo doe M1gitir2:0& 
ntheCommon-wea!th,and Miaibers feeleitinthe Church, 
ad God taketh ſpeciall notice ofit, 
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436 Prxoverss. Chap 26, 


ior Verſe 4. Anſwere wot a foole according tohis fooliſhnes, left 
1 thoy be like bim, 


N [were not a foole in bs fooliſhneſſe,] In talke, and ſpeech 
berwecne thee and him,dcale not with him accordingto 
his fofull vaine and manner : if he {cofle, fall not thuu to ſour. 
rility : if he raile,fall not thou to reviling : it he rage, breaknot 
thou intopaſſion : after whatſoeuer manner hee Ciſordererh 
/1ihy/ his tongue, imitate him nor, conforme not thy {elle to his 
8 j yaine jangling, left thou be ihe to him, leſt by following his cx- 
4 ample, or incurring the opinion of tollie, thou corruptthy 
heart;abule thy tongue,or blemiſh thy eftimation,as hee doth 
his:for great circumipeRtion isto be vied in dealing withrude 
men, for obſeruation of time, and place , matter, manner, 
2.King.18.3.4. and meaſure of ſpeaking. Hezekiah commanded that noan. 
ſwere ſhould bemade to railing Rabſekah. Saint Peter would 
2, Pet. 2-23. have vysin this caſe to follow Chriſt his example, ;1 ho when le 
and 3.9. was reniled,reuiled not againe : when hee ſuffered,hee threatned 
F not, but committed it to him that indgeth righteonſly, 1And 
| therefore admoniſheth vs not to render exill for enill, or railing 
for railing but contrarmwiſe to bleſſe, 


Verſ. 5. + Anſwere a foole according to his fooliſhneſſe,le]t te 
be wiſe in his owne conceit, 


T ſeemerh to the firſt view that this ſentence is contrarie, 

and meerely contradictorie to the former, that being hcere 
commanded, which is there forbidden : but vpon furthcrin- 
quirie, wee ſhall finde that they very well accord, v ithout all 
manner of oppoſition, if it bee obſcrued rhat there are two 
kinds of anſwering ; the one in follie,to faſhion ones {cite ?c- 
cording tothe fooles courſe; the other vnto follie, to ler the 
foole know his abſurditie: Anſwere a feole according 10 his 
follie, either by reprouing,or contuting him, or ſhewing him 
the danger ofhis ſinne; or affrighting his heart with the 1ud2- 
meats of God, /eit he be wiſe in his owne conceit, leſt by concel- 
wing 
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vingerror to be truth,he remaine ignorant : or fantaſying his 
ſpeech to be excellent,he wax proud: or imagining his neigh- | 


pie bournotto be able toreplic,he grow the more intolent, Ad7- 
caidh would not anſwere_the Prophets according to their x,King.zo, | 
follie ; but he did nor let chem paſlc without an an{were,and { 
eech ſuch as was for their perpetua!l reproch. Pax/ would not an- , 
7, ſwer Feftus according to his folly,when he ſaid hee was mad: AR 26.25, | | 
Wis but he ſoundly refuted him with his ſober and modeli ſpee- us} 
IF ches, Abigail did not anſwer Nabal according to his fooliſh- 
wm nesin his drunken mood, whileſt he was raving again{t Da- t 
: vid - but ſhe made him ynderftand on the morrow, what mil- | 
_ chiefe his ſollie had Ike ro haue brought ypon himſelfe,and | 
res his familie ; which killed his heart, and {troke himas dead as a 1-54m.25.37, 
rude fone, 
wo. Verſ.6. He that ſendeth a meſſ10e by the hand of a foale,cut+ 
ould tetheff the feete,and drinketh violence, 


ws H* that ſendeth a meſſage by the hand of 4 foole,| Which 
commirteth an errand, or any other bufineſle to a foole, 

toonethat wanteth wiſedome,and honeſtic : For by the hand 
of any,is an Hebrew phraſe commonly for parties imployed 
nmatters,is as ynwile in that behalfe, as hee that entteth off 
T the feete of the meſſenger whom he ſendeth : meaning that he 
doth deprive himſelfe of the meanes whereby his purpoſes 
ſhould be performed, Wiſedome,to manage a mans affaires,is 
3 needfull as legges and feete to carrie one vnto them : and 


= nerefore iris all one, in reſpeR of the ſucceſle, to ſend a meſ- 
rin- lenger that hath no legges,or hauing ſome, to faw them oft, 
it all ad toimploy himchat is yoide of iudgement,diſcretion,and 
_ tathfulnes, | 

» IC And arin\eth violence Procureth as much ſorrow,and dif- 
ao contentment to himſclfe, as it he were violently abuſed, and 
o bis ould be compelled to drink nothing but that which is both 
kim Ypleafant,and vnwholſome,offending his ftomacke,and op*- 
da. Prefſing ofnature, See chap, 10,26.inthe Doctrine, 
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438 PROVERBL. Chap.16, 


Verſ.7. eAs thelegges of the lame are not equall: ſoy apa. 


rable in a fooles month, 


Foolc is ficly in this verſe reſembled to a lame man: for 

every foole halteth downe right in his ynderſtanding,or 
behauiour, and the words alſo yttered by a fo les mouth are 
aptly compaicd to his legges, which are withered,and feeble, 
vnequall, and vncomely, For indeede all good ſpeeches doe 
limpein wicked mens mouthes : as appearcth chap.1t7.7.th 
arc not ſutable to themſelues : they affirme that nl gary. 
they will deny anone, and fo contrarie, There :: no conftancie 
in their wages tn (faith the Prophet) for within they ave very 
corruption : ſometimes they bleſſe : ſometimes they curle: 
ſometimes prayers are in their lips, ſometimes oathes and ime 
precations,which $./ames condemneth:ſometimes commens 
ding religion, and good men : ſometimes railing at, 2nd it- 
ucighing againſt both : ſometimes they haue the worr's and 
texts of the Scripture in their mouthes : ſometimes they belch 
thereout wanton, filthie, and ribaldrie ſpeeches. Andasthere 
isno harmonie,or good agreement in their ſpeech«5:lotheit 
moſt plauſible words, and thoſe whereby they make ſome 
ſemblance of religion, are groflely thwarted. a id croſſedb 
their ations : They profeſſe (faith S. Paw!) that they know 60%, 
but by workes they denie bim, and are aboninable and d/obt- 
dient, and to every good works reprobate, And the Prophet 
Iſaiah teacherh that their hearts never keepe pace with thei 
rongues,whileſt their congues aretalking of any thing whic) 
is good: alway when the one commeth one way, the other 
goeth another, 


Verſ.8. As he that hideth a ſtone in a ſling : ſo is he that f 


ueth honoar toa fools, 


S hee that bideth a fone in « ſling,or engines whereol! 
they were wont toſhoote great (tones, for the battering 


of walles or cities: as if hee ſhould ſay, Inlike manner wr 
whll 
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Vaſe. Provznss. 
thereof, will doe much miſchief* ; or doth furniſh a brainſick, 
or madheaded fellow with weapons, doth indanger many, 
andisthe cauſe ofall the hurtthat ſhall be done by that ttone, 
bullet,or other mortall weapons,which he hath ſo vnaduiſed- 
ly delivered out of his owne hand, into the hand of ſich a mad 
ormalitious fellow : ſo doth he which giveth bononr to a foole, 
that promoteth to office ſuch as are worthlefle, and alcoge= 
ther vnfit for the ſame;jis after a ſort acceſſrie to al the harmes 
which they doe: For as their wils and purpoſes are corrupt, 
andnaught,ſo hath he been a meanes to helpe them to power 
to accompliſh che ſame : this his a& hath drawne his hand to 
the defence of evi!l cauſes, to the recciuing of brides, tothe 
peruerting of juftice : to the diſcounterancing of good, to 
the incouraging, of the wicked, and to all the villanies which 
they ſhall commir, $4xf pur a (tone into the ſling, when hee 
purthat curriſh Doeg into office, and accordingly gaue coun= 
tance vnto him:and ſodid sAſxeroſh when hee aduanced 
Haman that curſed Amalckite, 


Verſ.g. As a thorne going »þ into the hand of a drunkard: ſo 


Kaparable in a fooles mouth. 


f Ju wicked foole may very ficly be compared to a drun- 
kard; for as a drunkard for atime wantceth the vſe of rea- 
bn; fois he commonly void of grace, and good diſcretion :2 
parable, or wiſe ſaying, in ſuch a fooles mouth, may alſo be 
very well likened to 4 thorne going vp into the handof a drun- 
tard, hee both hucecth himſelfe cherewith,or pricketh thoſe 
thatare about him : ſo doth this yaine and impious foole, che 
eſt lentences which hee vrtercth . For when wicked men vic 
good words, they commonly tend to ſome miſchiefe : as did 
loS.Peter accuſeth the prop 
Weſting Pans Epiſtles to their owne deſiruttion, 


Gg Verſ.10, 
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which doth bring ſhotfor ordinance, which by the Ciſcharge 


(«pha b his prophecy; erſwade to put Chriſt codeath : Toh.r1.49. 
Rs na ben, of his time, for 3.Pcr.z 46. 
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Verſ.10, The great man molefieth all, and hireth the fool, 
and the tranſgreſſor. 


He great man| Which hath power,and Cignitie, and no 

goudnell” noleſterh all,oppreficrh,and vexeth all his vn- 
derlings,cauſiig them to groanc vncer the burthens which he 
laiech ypon .hem: 2ndto the ſame end,and the be!terto bring 
his purpoles to paſle,he hire:h the facle, and the tranigreſſor, 
giueth cnrertainment, Wages, COUNTEnance, and offices to the 
workt (ort of men,te aur them i115 agents for 111formarion, for 
courtell,for proie-i.,to. cx curion of all their dereitable de- 
ſipnem- ats: fo 14.) &/9:2c/ech for the bloudy maflacring of 
Þ, innocent | -<thren £1 did /ez bel for the taking away of 
ae iſe of Naborh: ſo d:uthe corrupt gourrnrours in Judea be- 
fore 'erciniah: fo did thoſe ravenous oppreflors in the time 
of Zephanie. And how could Sant, after he became aperſecu- 
tor of Daria and good men,haue miſled his Bailicte Doeg? 


Verſ.11. As 2 dogge returneth to his vomite : So a foolere- 
turneih to hy folue, 


Ome finners are !ike to dogs in barking : ſome in biting: 
ſome in properties: ue 2 backſlider is like yntothemin 
their moſt beaſily quali, euen in raking vp their yomite: 
For the dogge feeling his ſhomacke ſurcharged goeth to the 
grafſe, and cafteth vp that which croubleth him : bur after- 
wards delighted :vith filthie things, returneth, and takethvp 
that 25 g00d,which before hee had cal} out as evill, 2nd folike 
a filthie beaſt as hee is feedeth himſelfe with his owne filthi- 
neſſe, After the ſame manner the revolter feeling his conſct 
ence burthened with ſine, by the knowledge of the good 
word of God,thouch not with the conſcience of ir, andde- 
ing mouedtherewith,laieth ahde his iniquitie for a time : but 
being ſet yponafreſh by his owne concupiſcence, and taking 
pleaſure in that whichis vile and loathſome, returneth backe 
co his old cuill courſe, and is againe intangled with bis firk 
ynclcannes, 
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mcleannes, which to doe is a mot grieuous, dangerous,and 
deadly tranſgrefſion : for a!! che firit finnes of ſuch a manre- 
maine ſtill ypon the ſcore , becauſe howſoeuer there were 
ſhewes of repentancein him, yer there was nothing indeed 
butguile and hypocrife* an« 1+ is ro bee found by allexperi- 
ence,that he groweth worſe ar worſe,and that his latter end 
ismuch more wretched then lis heginning, Apoſtaters are of 
all other men the moſt dangoro1s and hurttull perſons to 
Gods people. Achitophel,ſoajh,and ndzs are notedto be tre» 
cherous and moſt noto;r:ous male: zRors, The diucl hath more 


kience,and much irnbitterthem : they are !ofle corefuil of re- 
pentance, when they trample on the medicine thar ſhould 
heale them, and at laſt the modgements of God will tall moſt 
heauily vypon then, 


Ver. 12, Seeit thow 2 man wiſe in his owne conceit ? theress 
wore hope of a foole then of him, 


Ee/tthoa,' Doſt thou know by familiar acquaintance, or 
conueriation,or by any teftimonics a man wiſe tn his owne 
conceit ? that is opinionate of 1:15 owne wiſedome,and his car- 
rall mind 1s lifted vp with conceit of his owne vnderſtar.ding, 
a5 one looking in a glafle, ſho! dote vpon his owne perfo» 
eor beautie, there 5s more hope of a foole, there is preater 
likelihood that an idior,or naturall,may be brought to learne, 
practiſe, or reccine good, then this gloriovs ſclte-liker : for 
theinſufficiencie of the one growerth from want ofnarurall Ca- 
pacity ; of the other from pride, finfulneſſe, and abuſe of wit : 
God correQeth the one indeed with a ſharprod,and yerthere 
5 hope of his pitie and compaſſion toward him: for his com- 
mileration ismoſtin greate(t miſerie :but hee plagueththe 0= 
ther moſt grieuouſly in wrath, being prouoked thereto by \1is 


We deſerts, Wherefore of all fooles conceited fooles arethe 
molt lamentable ; as Chriſt ſaid to the Phariſces, /f y*e were 


lnd.ze ſhould hawe no finne, but now ye ſay,we ſee, theref ve 7 0ur 


ſaneremaineth. For what are their guides, but blindnefic of 


Gg 2 mind, 


power ouer them,their owne gmltinefle doth gnaw their con- Mat.r 2.45. 
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mic3d,hardaeſſe of nearr, pride, lu{t,an;] Satan? and what (inne 
almoſt are they freed from him? are they not impudent? are 
they not defpiſers of all good inſtructions ? are they not con. 
temners-of God and iis ordinances? As were alſo the Thari. 
ſees and Lawyers,who reietted the counſel! of God againſt them. 
ſelues, and world not bee baptizedef lohn? And what judge. 
ments may they not looke tor? when woe is denounced againſt 
them by name; when God is their enemie, when dainnation 
is their portion, 


Verſ.1 3. A flothfull man ſaith, there is a Lion in the way, a 
Lion in the ſireets. Secchap.22.13. 

14. As thedeore twrueth on the hinges: ſo doth the (luggard 
enhy bed, 


S the doore,] Or gate of an houſe, turneth on his hinger, 

and hookes whereupon it is ſet, and yet is not carried out 
of it place,but there hangeth ill ; chough ſomtimes it de mo- 
ued to one fide, and ſomtimes to another : euen ſothe ſlug- 
gard fatiened ro his bed, ſometimes rolleth to this fide, and 
ſometimes to that, often purpoling to riſe, but ttill lying (hl! 
and taking hiscaſe,he would ncucr full off thoſe hookes, vo- 
lefle hee were lifted off, or by. compulſion knocked off : if 
the authority of ſuperiours,or hunger, or meere neceſſity did 
not rouze him vp,he would gall his ſide withbeating vponthe 
ſhcers, and wearic himſelfe with rofling vp and downe, betore 
he wouldriſe,Such aniron rengrh hath the finne of (luggilh- 
neflz,to hold men faſt when they are ſet vpon ir, 

Some other kind of fluggards are as fa\t tied roother vices: 
ſome are in thraldome to t!1cir bellies for tipling, and ng0d 
cheere: ſome to their games and ſports: ſome to this pies 
ſure,and foinzrothar; though they rile looner then the otner, 
yer they are no better occupied then if they were in their beds: 
but worſe a great deale many of them; and yet are fo ;nhe 
power of chcic ſhane, thatnoching can draw them our of rae 
ſame, butonely the vectue of Gods ſpirit, if cuer it bee beliv- 
ved YPOil tea, 
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Verſ.15. The ſlothſull man hideth his hand in his boſome,and 
it grienet him to bring it to his month, See chap.19.24. 

16, The ſluggard us wiſer in his owne eyes, then ſenen men 
that can render 4 reaſon. 


He fluggard is wiſer in his owne eyes, | As he himſclfe thin- 

keth of himſelfe, hee hath that imagination in his owne 
mind,andis not {o indeed, then ſenen men, then maiiy others, 
that can render a reaſon, of the things they doe or ſpeake : and 
iemay as well be cranſlated tending to the ſame purpoſe, that 
reurneth ſage counſell, that giue prudent anſweres to thoſe Aſeſhibes 
that aske their aduice,and can lufficiently confirme and iulli- tagram, 
he all that they fay : for idleneſſe maketh men very proud, * 
notwichſtai ding that their braines thereby bee much dulled : 
their ynteachableneſle conuinceth them of this; for they will 
larne of no man,their conrempt doth allo manit (ily argue. it: 
forthey will cenſure every man. It was {aid concerning So- 


dome,that this was her iniquitie, Pride, ſulneſſe of bread, and Erech 16.45, 


thundance of 1dleneſſe was m her,and in her daughters. Onthe 
contrarie (ide, faithfull diligence in a good calling, by Gods 
bleſſing,is a meanes of great humility. 


Verſe 17, Hee that paſſing by medlerh with rife that be- 
/engeth net to hims; is as he that taketh adog by the eares, 


| 8 Fl 4 by, ] Occaſionally where men contend,and 
hath no calling tothe place, eſpecially tothe buſinefle, 
and med/eth with the /!rife that belongeth not unto him, 1s an- 
gy, and beginneth to chide and brawle for another mans 


cul*,or interpoſerh himſelfe into matters wherein hee is not 
mterefted, is as he that tabeth 4 dog by the earer, and thereby 
prouckerh the dog to take him by the hand, or by the throat : 
forheputreth himſelfe in danger ofhis tceth;and fo buhe bo- 
deagents in other mens quarrels, doe many waics indangec 
themſelues,thru ſting themſelues into troubles, and into ſuites, 
and incenſing many to bee their enemies, with whom other- 
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wiſe they might haue lived peaceably:for they that enter ſtrife 
withour calling, do commonly hazzard themlclues intotrou. 
ble without comfort : as /ehoſhaphat, hauing taken part with 
Achab, had feitto his woe, butthat the Lord was very merci. 
full to him; bur wee mult vaderſtand that $:/omon dothnort 
raxe ſuch as doc labour to accord thoſe that arcat Cebate; 
but which maketh himſclfe a partie, and maintaineth one fide 
a:3inſt another, which commeth not with water to extinguiſh 
the flame of diſcord, but with fuell and bcllowes to feed the 
fire, low the coales, and encreaſe the hcate of yariance be. 
ticcenethem, 


Verſ\.18, 4: a mad man that cafteth firebrands, arrowes and 
death, 

19. Sc is he that deceineth his neighbour ,and ſaith, Am [not 
an ſport ? 


S a mad man,| Which is depriued ofthe vſc of his ynder- 

ſanding, andis carried with rage and furie, cafteth a- 
broad, and at. other men, firebrands, arrowes, and death,al 
manner of things which cometo his hand, that may doe hurt 
ro others, cuen to the loſſe of their liues : for furions perſons 
kaue a great longing to ſhead blood, and to kill: ſo is heethat 
deceineth his neighbour, the cogging ielter, or ſporting come 
panion, doththoſe deeds, or vttereth thoſe words that pierce 
his neighbour or friends vnto the heart : but he coucreth him- 
felfe fo vader the pretence of mirth and paſtime,tharif he bee 
called into queſtion for ir, his anſwereis, I did it, or ſpake it 
but in ie{t, And thus the mirth of wicked men is viually mixed 
with miſchicle, It was a matter of ſportto Abner, to ſee men 
draw their weapons to {hcadding of one anothers blood : Let 


2.Sam.2.14.15 the yerng mor { iaithheto Joab) ariſe and play before v1, ard 


they .cught enery one his fellow by the beard, and thruit bu 


ſword inte his {.de: the good fellowſhip of many of them is lit- 


tle vetter then horſe play :they ſtrike atone anothers credit as 
much asthey c21,2nd Rudie ro make them be derided as much 
25 they may : and. ſo they doe for theirbodies, though _ 
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fing,and anſwering of healths would defiroy he+':h, and exe 
tinguiſh life, yet they hold them vnto ir, they 1nu't doe them | 
their right : and ſo they doe to their cltates : rho yh che loſle 
of their money were the ouerthrow of their fan lies, yetit is 
no diſcourtehe to draw them into companie, wh-:rc they may 
hazzard all, and who will be more willing to winne i:chen 
themſelues ? 


Verſ.20, Without wood the fire s quenched, ard without 4 
tale-bearer ſtrife ceaſeth, 


| 2M as fire is maintained by wood, coales, or ſuch like 
matter: ſo is commonly contention and (trife nouriſhed 
by an cuill emronberiicn as without wood the fire goeth T 
out, ſo (faith this text ) where there is no whiſper, will rife 

ceaſe : For contention is a fire, backbiters are fucllers, which 

take it for their office, and worke to expell and keep away bro- 

therly loue from among men: ſuch inceudiaries they are, that 

fit were in their power, would ſet the whole world on fire, 

3:d doe preuaile, For the tongue (1211hS.[ames ) is a fire,and a law.3.6. 
W [7 f miqn:tie, it ſctteh on fire the whole courſe of nature. 
Seechap.16,verſ,28,both in the text,and dotrine, 


Verſe 21, As coales to burning coales,and wood to fire : ſo 
dA contentions man to kindle ſtrife. 


A; the former ſentence declared the meanes whereby 
ſtrife may be a»peaſed,and that is the remouall of whil- 
perers,make. bares ,back-biters, and cell-rales : So this ſhew- 
eththe ſpring trom whence contention floweth, whereby alſo 
tisincreaſed, and vrowerh greater and greater,and thaciscbe 
contentious perſon, For as coales being put to coales on the 
re, and new wood added to that which was there before, 
Wpmenteth the heate, and maketh the flame greater: ſo the 
wrathfull quarrelſoms perſon , maketh him to bee furious 
Which was before but a little moued with anger, and alittle 
quarrell to grow to a great broyle : for one finfull man is apt 
G g 4 ro 
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to corrupt: many.Corah, Dathan and Abiram being but a few, 
(andone of chem allo at the firlt ſet on the other) did draw 
more thena few intothe conſpiracie againſt Moſes and Aa- 
ron, We reade nothing worth noting in Sheba,bur onely that 
he was faCtious, longing for turbulencie and combuliion; and 
yet that baſe wretch could worke vpon a multitude, to cauſe 
them to caſt oft their Soueraigne, It appeareth that craiterous 
Indas d1d oneiy mutter himlelfe againlt the honour that was 
done to Chriſt,by the oyle powred on his head : but that hee 
had alſo kindled the reſt of che Diſciples to ioyne with him 
therein, 


Verſe 22. The words of a tale-bearer are a [trokes, and gee 
downe mto the innermoſt parts of the belly. See chap. 18.8, 

Verſ.23.+As 4 potſheard conered oner with ſiluer aroſſe : (6 
are (urnmg lips,ard a wicked heart, 


S a potſheard conered oner with ſiluer, is but a bale and 

contemptible piece of carth : For of what value is apot- 
ſheard ? or what excellencie is in drofſe, though perhaps the 
ynwiſe man be decceiued with the ſhew thereof: for all is not 
gold y gliſtereth:ſo are burning lips, tauning lips, hot,andgreat 
words of loue and friendſhip,and a Wicked heart, a heartthat 
mindeth nothing lefle,thEthat whichthe ſpeeches make ſhew 
of: an heart that nouriſheth enmitie, while the tongue preren- 
deth great good wil & hking.So that hypocritical difſemblers 
be naught on both fides : tor that which is beſt inthem, their 
very guilding, is but imagivaric : that which ſeemerh ſuch 
pretious mettall in many mens eyes, will proue plaine drofle, 
ific be brought to the touchſtone : as that which they thinke 
is putrified and corrupt,fo isthat which they doe, and foisal! 
that they ſay, The ſepulchers of dead men, though they cot- 
taine rottennes and filchinefle within; yet may haue col!'y 
matirer wirhont,as Marble, let, or richer tones: but thele dil- 
ſembling mares have bur painted painting ypon chem, their 
vety colours are counterfeit, 
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few, 
Iraww Ver[.24. He that hateth diſſembleth with his lips,and laieth 
Aa- ep deceit within him. 
that Verl.25, When hee ſpeateth faire belcene him not : ſor ſeuen 
and abrminations are in hys heart. 
aule 
OUS Ntheſe two verſes, and the two next following, hee lively 
was deſcribeth a malitious caitife, who is his cratts maſter in * 
hee pratifing of miſchiefe. Firſt hee doth declare his fraudulencie \ 
him and guile,in theſe two verſes : and ſecondly doth foretell the | 
coſſe,and ynſucceſFull euent thereof, in the rwo next, Touch- | 
| ing his guike, hee ſheweth what he doth pretend, and likewiſe 
&* dicouereth what he doth intend : His pretence is kindneſſe 
:ndamirie, he drſſembleth with h:5 [1p5,and tainerh himſclte to 
«ſo beanother manner of man then that hce is : and of ſuchthe 


Propher ſpezketh, ſaying, They /peake wanitic one to another, Plal. 12.3, 
futering with their lips, and ſpeake with adoable heart, Hee 

doth not only imagine euill, bur waiteth his time and oppor- 

wnitie to performe it. Sce exatnples hereof in Kam, /oab,and 

Isds When he ſpea*eth faire, when h- molt courteouſly falu- 
thehee : when he proteſterh whar great account he makerh 

ofthee: when hee promiſeth fauours, and the beſt offices hee 
canperforme vnto thee, beleene hin not, be not confident of 

him,ruſt him not too farre,come not into his danger, expole 

notthy ſelfe into his hands : For jt is nor the want ot charitie, 

but the vie of wiſedome, to be waric of an aduerſaric,cipect- 

alywhich malivnech chee for thy goo dale : For if he pertilt fere.r 2.6, 
in his eu.ll and þenot co mucrred voto God, he cannot found- Micah. 7.5. 
ly bereconciled to thee, a:1() bis glozing ſpeeches be no refti- 
monies of h's 00d Meantime; bur om: es and craps whereby 
he may catch thee more eaſily at 1 11a Lge, ANG cffe& his 
owne purpoſe, If Abe/had known: Kaines minde whet! hee 
paketo him to walke in the fields, }.c would hauc cen Hetter 
Wuiſed before he would haue gone out : For there ave [enen 
dominations. 2 oreat number of villanous thoughts and pur- 


poles in bis beart,in his minde, and that alſo with che conſent 
OL 
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of his will and affeRions : he is plotting ſome miſchieuousat 
tempts,and greatly deficeth the effeRing of them, 


Verſ.26. Hatred may be conered by deceit : but the wic\ed. 
nes thereof ſhall be ſhewen to the whole congregation, 


Ere he beginneth to ſhew the euill ſpecd of the diſſem. 
Hike: in his malitious and guilcfull behauiour,and that is 
the dereQiion of his venomous hart, and of that poyſon which 
he hath fo artificially couered, but the wichednes of bus hatred 

Jhall be ſhewen to the whole congregation,the world ſhall ſceto 
his ignominy and reproch, what a malignant minde hee hath 
t borne,and what a craftic hypocrite he hath been: Forthey 
8 that nouriſh any finne in their ſoules, may looke to have it 
| breake out at laſt totheir ſhame, One occaſion or other will 
wincethem into lewd pra@iſcs, as traiterous Achitophelhad 
a baite laid for him, by Gods-prouidence, in Abſaloms con- 
{iracie : And ſo had treacherous Ziba alſo : and Gods judge- 
ment will bring finne co light, either while the (inner liverh, 
or after he is dead : either among!t men in this world, or be- 

- fore Chriſt at the judgement ſcate of God, 


Verſ.27. 3; ho ſo diggeth apit ſhall falltherein : and heetha 
rolleth a ſtone,it ſhall returne vpon him, 


[i rumor more grievous plague that ſhall light vpon 
the politike and craftie enemics of Gods people, is the 
woe that they worke to themſclues, all that they baue been 
deuifing againſt others, retu1neth vpon their owne hcads: He 


| | that driggeth apit, to take his innocent and godly brother in, 
i isasif he were a wilde and hurtfull beaſt : (forthe {:militude 
if 1 is taken from hunters ) /hall fat! therein, through Gods uſt 


iudgement ſhall be taken in the ſame ſnare : He that rol'eth4 
ftone, or caftech it yp tothe end it might fall ypon bis neigh» 
bours head, it ſhall retwrne vpon him, it ſhall deſcend with 
violence vpon his owne pare : For they that goe about _ 
riouliy 
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riouſly to hurt others that feare God,do moſt harme to them- 

ſelnes :they bring moleſtation ro their bretlicen at the firſt 

they trouble others with the ſmoake,and burne yp themmlelues 

with the lame, Who is ignorant of examples which make this 

muifelt? Dawids enemics; Danrels enemies ; Human,and ma.. Pfal.7.rs. 

ny ſuch others, haue cheirnames ſtill hanging on the gibbet : Eccleſ10.8. 
one canot trauell in Scriptures, bur hee ſhall ſee how,and for 

what cauſe ſuch a fearfull execution was done vpon them, 


Verl.28. The deceitfull tongue hateth him whom it goeth 4- 
bant to aff, and wortgth ruine by a flattering month, 


{ + —nar ow tongue, | The man that vſeth his rongueto 

falſhood and deceit, hateth h m whom it goeth about ta af- 

fu, and ſointendeth to affli& or plague him whom he hateth: 

for when men- are determined to doe any miſchicfe, their 

tongues muſt aft and manage their buſinefle : for ſo muchthe 

Prophet teftifieth of them,and euery one of them, ſaying, The 

wires of bis month are iniquitie and deceit, he hath left ffi bee Pſal.63. 
wſeand to do good : He deniſeth miſthiefe vpon bu bed : be ſet- 

teth himſelfe on a way that 1s not good, bee abhorreth not enill, 

All conſultations, and parlies for the concluding, of matters, 

wedealr in by the tongue. The tongue accuſeth and tradu- 

ceth innocents to ſuperiours,and Magiltrates, tothe end they 
deingincenſed,they may puniſh as they haue a quarel againſt: 

great complaints were made of /eremiahto the Princes and 

rulers: and of Chrift to Pontius Pilate,8& of Paxl to Felix and 

Ft. The tongue muſt remouc awzy the blame of ſpleene, 

hard dealings,cruelt y,that there may ſceme to be fome colour 

of juſtice on their part, & deſcrt on rhe others And worketh ru- 

=, oppreſſeth many ri ghreous and harmeleſſe men, by a flat- 

ermg mouth, partly by faire fpeeches,to him whom hee leuel- 

kth ar,and purpoſeth to ftrike to the hart, that he may the lefle 

mitruſt him, and partly by ſawning on others that may aſſiſt 

im,or ſerue his turne, whom thereby ic octtethto beeon his 
e,andexaſperaterh againit his aduertarie, or to whom he is 

Uaduerſgic, 
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Verſ.1, Boa#t not thy ſelfe of to morrow : for thou hnowe?t 
not what a day may bring forth, 


© [6 Oaſf not thy ſelfe, | Preſume not too farre of any 
& [9) &), thing that thou wilt doe, haue, or enioy, of ts 
SG 1X) morrow, of the time ro come, how farre off, or 
bs) Ns f P neere {oeuer: for it is the phraſe of the Scripture 
Ee tocall that which is future,and to come; bythe 
name of to morrow ; When thy ſonne ſhall ake thee tomorrow, 
ſaying,What is this ? Therefore no man ought to be confident 
of that which ſhall be hereafter, Daxid acknowledgeth him- 
ſelfe to be too bold,and that therfore he was worthely corre- 
Qed for it, when he bragged inthis maner,/ ſard in my proſpe- 
rity I ſhall never be moned: the reaſon why thou ſhoulcelt not 
thus boaſt,is from the vncertainty of all tuture enents : becauſe 
thou knoweſt not what a day may bring foorth what things may 
fall our this day to preuent all thine expeRation to morrow, 
or what may come to paſſe to morrow,cleane contrary tothat 
which thou didſt expe@rthis day, The day is ſaid to bring 
forth by a compariſon taken from women with child,or crea- 
tures great with yong : becauſe timetrauclleth with the Lords 
decrees,and in their ſeaſon bringeth forth the ſame, euen as a 
woman doth her babe, or little infant, and what ſhall bee 
borne atany time, none in the world doth know : euery day, 
and every night,andeuery houre, and every moment is bring- 
ing forth ſucha birth, as all the world is 1gnorant of: becauſe 
Gods purpoſes are knowne to himſelfe, and concealed from 
his creatures :the accidents, and occurrents of this life, are 
ſo hidden from men, chat they cannot conclude ypon warrant 
and certainty what ſhall be anone, who knoweth whether his 
life will laſt till anone: little dreamed Hamar that purpoſed co 
be ſo merrie at the Queenes feaſt, that hee ſhould be _ 
cxore 
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before his dinner time was paſt, Therefore S. James t2xcth 


mat thoſe whoare ſo large in promiſes, for their owne good ſpeed | W 
andcommoditie in their traffique, and merchandiſe: laying, 

a oe to now yee that ſay, to day, or to morrow, wee will poe into | 
> wr, and continue there a yeere, and buy, and nr | 

welt ſellandget gaine Whereas ye know n«t what ſhall be on tbe mor- 1 
row: For what is your life,it ts a ſhadow, c. þ | 


Verl.,2. Let another man praiſe thee, and not thine owne 
mouth; a ſtranger,and not thine owne lips, 


Et another man praiſe thee,| So behaue thy ſelfe, and or- 
ertiine affaires, as that thou maieſt giue cauſe to ano- 
thertopraiſe thee, though that bee not the end whichthou 
timeſt ar,northe purpoſe of thy well doing,and not thine owne 
meth,thou thy ſelfe with thine owne mouth, a ranger, any 
ether beſides rhy (clfe, and nor thine owne lips, namely, the 
words which thy lips doe vetez : forit isa very vnſeemly thing 
fora man to applaud his owne doivg, if the {ceking of praile 
fromother be condemnable,and worthily condemned of our 
Saviour in the Phariſees : much more abſurd it is to giue com- 
mendations of himſclie yauntingly, tro ſound out his owne 
praiſes becauſc his teltimonic may worthily bec ſuſpeRed of 
falhood, becauſe the worſt men be mo!t forward in praiſing 
theirowne deſerts; and this corrupteth and {taineth the good- 
neſſe of the worke,that no praiſcis due for it cither from God, 
or from men, for he that praiſeth himſelte is not allowed, but 2.Cor.ro.8, 
Whomthe Lord praiſeth : or ifany thing bee wrought that is 
fraiſe worthic, ro whom Ccoth the olory of it belong bur to 
God,who is the proper author of it, and man bur the 19ftru- 
ment of it,by is direion and power > Finally, 1c is needicſle 
formen to magnifie themſelues, if they bee taithtull: for God 
will bring their righteouſneſſetolight, and men wil yeeld vn- 
t0themthe honour of their vertues, thongh they hold their 
pexce: nevertheleſſe iris neceſſaric for a man in ſome caſes to 
teflifie his graces and ations : as in defence of his innocencie, 
When he is yaiultly, traduced,as Pant was; or when the biding 
or 


452 Pxoverss. Chap 27, 


or concealing of ones goodnefle,may turne to the hinderance 
of the truth, or to the hurt of the Church, or impairing of 
Gods glory. 


Verſ.3. eA ſtone is heavie, and ſand Wvaigbty : but a fooles 
wrath is heanier then they both. 


Stone is heanie, For that it isa lumpe of congealedearth, 

and ſand weightie, e(pecioIly by reaſon of the moiſture 
thatis in it:b#t a fooles wraih,the rage & ciipleaſure of a foole, 
ofa wicked man, whole hart and paſſions are not governed by 
the vie of reaſon, or the ſpirit of God,vs beanier then they both, 
is more burthenous and importable, then either an heavie 
{tone,or weighty ſandro them on whom ir lighteth, orlieth: 
it preſſeth them vacer, and cruſheth them {orer, either with 
preſent violence, or furure reucnpge ; eitherthe kand friketh, 
or the tongue (iriketh, or the heart deviſerh what dir ctull burt 
he may doe; cfpecially if hee h11ie power wherci'y kee may 
wreake his malice and anger.Such an heauie burthea doethey 
beare that lie vnder,and are ſubieCtro the yoake of malicious, 
wrathfull, and violent perſons: they have three cruell task- 
raſters dwelling together in one houlc, and confpiring toge- 
ther with one conſent: and they are a fierce 1ature, proud 
mind,and the cruell diuell : all theſe ioyned together,doe kin- 
dle anger,doe encreaſc it to cxceſle,and make it difficult, and 
hardly extinguiſhed, The bricke vpon the poore Hebrewes 
ſhou!ders was very waighty, and burthenous ; but the hard 
hearts,and tyrannous dealing of their maſters the Egyptians, 
were far more then they, 


Verſ.4. Wrath is cruell, and anger outragions : but who can 
ſtand befare enme ? 


A*® in'the former ſentence he aggrauated the violent force 
 Aof anger and wrath, by making ic more burthenous then 
ſtones,or (and; In this hee aggrauaterh the danmable yenome 
ofenmie,bymaking;it more perhicionsthen anger and was 
Wrat 
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Wrath i crwell,it ſeldome leauerh off, or is fatisfied,till it com. 
mitteth cruelty : witnefle che inhumane aR of Simeon and Le- 
8: andanger is ontragions, like the waters of ariuer paſſing 
ouer the bankes: or like to a ſpring tide which ouerflowerh all 


the low grounds and marſhes round about : (for the Hebrew Sheteph, 


word fignifiech inundating, or overflowing : ) ſuch a flood 

aceeded from the wrath of Hered, who ( tor that hee ſaw 
lime tobe mocked of the Wiſe men ) commanded all the in- 
fares in Bech-leem, and the bordering quarters round abour 
tobeſlaine : but who can ſtand before ennic ? what good man 
an preſerue himſelfe from being enuied? or were not God a 
maruellous proteRor of his, how could any poſhbly auoide 
the hurtful (trokes of envious perſons, but that he ſhall be ca(t 
downe,and oucrthrowne by tem? So that this deteftable vice 
ofcankred enuie, is farre more dangerous and condemnable, 
thenche finne of crabbed anger, and wrathfulneſlc, becaulc ir 
bot longer continuance,aud till growing; wheras the other 
1s ſhorter, and more and more abating:and it is more cunning, 
ſecret,and cloſe, & therfore 21ſo mu't needs be more perilous : 
for that men cannot ſo eaiily defend themſeluesfrom the ene- 
mies,or weapons which-will not be ſcene, before they befelr, 
Manytimes anger is tor faults. and things done amiffe, orar 
the lea} they ſeeme ſuch to him, thatis moued at them : but 
enuieis yſually tor goodactle, and againſt good men; and 
therefore alwaies the beſt haue been moſt cuui: dz as Abel, lo- 
ſ1b,Daxi.l Daniel,a1id Chriſt Iefus: anger may bee pacified 
dyentrearie, by apologic of ones o\Wwne innocencic and ſub- 
miſſion; by mediation of friends; by commendation, or te- 
fimonie given of the partie fallen into dit -leafure: but all 
thele meancs arc oyle to feed the flame, and not water ro 
Quench the heate of enuie for when God himſclſe pleaded 
ore Mbel,Cain was the more imbirtered againf{ him, 


Verſ.s, Open rebuke is better then ſecre! one. 


(Yemndete,] A check, or admonition given vnto them 


tor a fault commitred, i berrer 1hen ſecret 40, doth 
n:v0rc 


Levit:19.17, 
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more go9d,and is more to beelieemed of then the hiilden af- 
fetion of loue inthe hart, which is not manifeſted by word or 
deed, norſheweth it ſelfe when neede requireth : for chey are 
our beſt friends that deale moſt againſt our fines and corrupe 
tions ;forhereby they ſhall ſhew themſelues to bee no Batte. 
rers,but faithtully mindedcoward vs; they doe vs thebeſi fa- 
uour,and performe the greateft kindneſle that may beein re- 
conciling vs to our beſt triend ; namely, to the Lord, vhom 
by our offences wee had incenſed againſt vs: chey {uccourys 
againſt our moſt dangerous aduerſaries,r amely,our tranſgrel- 
ons, and Satan, into whoſe hands wee had «caſt our ſelues; 
they helpe ys where our ownepower faileth : they giuedire- 
Eton to vs when we had loſt our way : they giue ys medicines 
to cure cur deadly diſcaſcs, 


Verl, 6. The wounds of a friend ave faithful! : but the kiſſe:of 


an enemie .re to beprayed againit, 


He oppoſition Randeth thus:T he wounds of 4 friend art 
farthfull,1nd therefore to be prayed tor, but the iſſ-* of 

4n enemie are Geceitfull,and theretore to be prayed againit, 
The wounds of a friend, The ſharpe avd piercing chaſliles 
ments ; whether by words, or ſicipes ir flicted by a hiend, 
which ſeeth our necd,and in loue or compaſſion zpplict): his 
ſclfeto ſay, or doe that whichis good forys; thoughit bete- 
dious for hin to performe, and vneaſie for vs to ſuffer, «rt 
faithſu?, proceed from the fidelit y and vprighene ſe of his 
heart towards vs, and from a true defire of our good and wel 
fare : but the kiſſes of an enemie, the faire and flattering coun- 
renances of one thac hateth a man : (for in the word killes,hee 
alluderh tothe manner vſed inthoſe countries, where they cid 
ſalute oneanother,as well men as women with kiſſes, & whet- 
by they did profeſſe their kind affeion each to other, 3l- 
though they conuerſed together, and did not meetaſterlo"g 
abſence:)for /udas ſupt with our Saviour in the night that hee 
was betrayed, and had been in his companie before, and yt 
kiſſed him not very many houres after: are to bepragedagants 
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tobe taken heede of for our better defence; becauſe wee are 
not acquainted with mens guilefull purpoſes, we are to intreat 
the Lord to ſhield vs therefrom : For they deale dangerouſly 
when they deale moſt ſmoothly : the fill waters a. common- 
Iythe deepeſl, Danid wrreaterh the Lord that he1nay ror be 
caught with the dainties of the wic' ed - but that he may be [mit= 
ten by the month of the righteo:4, 0165, Indaſes K Achitophels 
exaiyples are notorious for the -o1rmation of this point: 


and the divell Killeth a thoufn more by the cail, g:2ffe,and 
bare of delightfull allurcr by .2e pretenderh ro 
praifie men,and to ſari | -hea by his ſhot of 
terrors and feares aud {:: * 'tso 

Verſ.7. A perſon tha -; /1l [oarhoth at/ory comberbut te 


tim that ts hungrie exer) bitter thirg 4s [weete, 


His ſentence is true both for corporall foode,and fpiri- 
tuall, for the things which concerne the ſoule and body: 
be that is full of fneate or drinke,doch lothe a!i dainties what=- 
ſozver : there is nuthing ſo delicious, but if a man be fared,or 
hive his ſtomack cloycd therewith, it will be nauſye, and of- 
knſive vnto him: the horny combe doth much affeR mens taſte, 
andispleaſant almoſt to all mens palates:and yet ſuch as haue 
ouer charged their tomackes , or haue loft their appetite, 
would racher trample it vader their feere, (as the word which 
wetranſlate(/oathe)doth fignifie)then to eate it:and the ſame 
fallech our in all other delights and refreſhings; thoſe which 
ae very acceptable to ſome, are as Ciltalifull,and1!] liked of 0+ 
thers, This ſaying is alfo veritied in many, yea inthe greater 
dumber of people, whoſe Romackes [tand againt tc ſweeteſt 
"ny of Gods holy word : as the I{raclites in the wildernefle 
bathed that ſacrametitall bread of Manna, which the Scrip- 
ures calleth Angels food, and was after a miraculous manner 
owed vpon them : but ro bim that is hungrie, which is pint 
ched wich penurie and want, or which hath a greedie appetite 
to his meate,ewery bitter thing is ſweete, he fecdeth ypon, and 


brooke; 


lere.6.10, 
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brooke ; nor at other times peraduenture himſelfe could not 
ſo well away with : but the prouerbe is true,that hunger is the 
beſt ſauce. The purpoſe of the words is to declare, that men 
doc eſteeme of things according as their deſires and delights 
be diſpoſed. Gods feruants haue profeſſed that his law and 
ordinances were ſweeter to him then hony,and more pretious 
then gold :and complain: is made of the wicked that his word 
was a 7eproch to them, they could not endure it, The auſtere 
and more tri minMeric of /ohn the Bapriſt was very grate- 
ful! and acceptablc to ſome, both of the people, ſouldiers,and 
publicanes; when as the molt amiable and ioyfull meſſage of 
the Goſpel,publiſhed by the ſonne of God himſelf,was harſh, 
and vn welcome to others, eſpecially the Scribes and Phari. 


fies, which had an high opinion of their owne good eſtate | 


and ſufficiencie, 


Verſ.8. As abird that wandreth from her neſt : ſo us he that 


wanaxeth from his place. 


S 4 bird that wandreth from her neft,) That leaucth her ; 


neſt whercin her egges,and young ones are, to flic yp 
and downe, ſhould deale both ynnacurally, and contraryto 


her kinde, if ſhe ſhould vſc it: For her egges would beaddle, } 
and her young ones would be ſtarued,either with cold,or fa- © 
mine,and fo alſo bring much perillvpon her ſelfe,and her own | 


life,as to be killed with Rone,or piece, or to be made a prey to 
the Haulke, or other rauenous fowle : ſocuill prouideth hee 
for himſelfe, that wandreth from his owne place, which firag- 
leth abroad vpon no due or iuft occaſion, 

True itisthat the bird may flic from her neſt, ſomerimesfor 
to ſeeke foode, and meate; but neither too often, nor be too 


long abſent : and fo it is lawfuli for a man to goeto worketo| 


places remote from his owne houſe, for maintenance to him- 


ſelfe and his familic : for hee that doth his office and dutie, 


whither ſoeuer he gocth,cannot be ſaid to wander from his | 
Place,but keepeth refidence there as he ought. So that remiſ- * 
nes mens yocations, and careleſnes of their charge,and Fr 
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the ſuch as depend ypon them, is ſeldome found in the ynreaſo- 
men nable creatures,or whe it happeneth,cuen in them it is blame. 
phts worthic : as wee ſee inthistext: and haue it alſo in other pla- 
and cesconfirmed ynto vs,by the teſtimonic of Gods own mouth 
10us perſonally talking with /9b, who ſaith, Gaue/? chou the goodly 
'ord wings to the Peacocke, or wizgs and feathers to the O 'rich: 
tere which leaneth her epges in the earth. and warmeth them im the 
ten duſt and forgetteth; that the focte may crulh them,ana the wilde 
and beat breaks them : ſhe is hardned againſt her young ones, as if 
e of they were not hers : her labonr is in vaine without feare becauſe 


ih, WW Gahath deprived her of wiſedome,neither hath he imparted to 
atl- ber onderiFanding , 


Verl.y. Ointment and perſume reioyce the heart : ſo doth the 
ſweetnes of a friend more then the connſell of his heart, 


He ancient people of the Eafterne countries, vſed to a- 

noint their heads with their pretious ointments, and to 
perfume their houſes and garments with pleaſant af\d fiweere 
odours,to the e724) their ſpirits might be quickned, and their 
hearts reuiucd ; For thoſe things which delight ine lenſes,de- 
lpht,and reioyce the heart, the foundation of all the ſenſes: 
and both here, and elſewhere in the Scripture, is the louing 
fellowſhip of Chriſtian friends reſembled vnto ſuch ointmees 


its, brethren to dwell together in wnitie : it ': like the pretious 
rntment vpon the bead,c+c. So comfortable was ſonathan to 


4 yncomfortable an cate it is to be defliture of fuch com- 
forters : For among many calamitics whereof Danid complai- 


the deſart : and inthe ſame ſente ob bemoneth himſclte, ſay 
ne.l am a brother to Dragons,and a companion to owles, More 
they the connſell of his owne her! ; the aduice of ſuch a good 

lend,is more ioyous, and vſctull vnco him, eſpecially in his 
uftreſſe, then the connſels of bis owne heart, then the comfort 


or direRion which he can miniſter ynto himſelfe : For a mans 
Hh 2 one 


ndpertumes. Behold (faith the Plalmilt) bow pleaſant a thing Phl.133. 
Daxid: and Ruthto Naomi : and Ore 7 heres vnto Pan : and 1,Tim.1.6. 


ned,this was not the leaſt,that he was /the an owle,cr pelicane of Plal102, 
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owne counſell is blind in his owne matters,and the thoughts 
of his mind in aduerhitie doe rather trouble him bee hee never 
ſo wiſe,then refreſh his ſpirits,or free him from perplexitie, 


Verſe 10, Thine owne friend,and thy fathers friend forſake 
wot neither goe into thy brothers bouſe in the day of thy calami- 
ty;for better us an utighbour that us neere, then abrother far of, 


N the former ſentence he commended the comfort and be. | 


nefit that proceeded from Chriſtian friendſhip,and here hee 


eeacheth torctaine, and make much of ſuch Chriflian friends, ? 


and thar by two arguments : the firſt, from the formerexperi- 
encc of th:m,the {tability,and ancicntnefle of their kindneſſe, 


that they have remained firme and faithfull ro our ſelues, and | 


our parents,.'r other progenitors : the other is from the need 


thir we may haue of them hcreafter,and the fidelity, readines, ? 


and contianciero doe ys good, that we may expect to findin 
them. And this hee prouethby compariſon, preferring them 
before nxturall kinſmen, which are not ſo ncerly vnited ynto 
vs by the bands of grace, and vafained loue, thine ewne frierd, 
one whom thou batt had trjall of to bee fairiifull ro thee, ard 


thy fathers friend, xhich dd heartily louc him,and in like ma- | 


ner was heartily beloued of him, forſake not, caſt not off, but 
maintaine friendſhip with him, and teſtifie thy loue vto him, 
in his necchry ; for when friends are faichfull vnto vs, wee 


muſt be kind and conſtant to them. Daxid performed thisto 
Tonathans iced, although ſonathans death would not permit | 


him to ſhew it to his owne perſon, otherwiſe then by way of 
lamentation : and fo be did to eAhimelechs ſonne eAbiather, 
whom hee vndertooke the proteQion of : whom alſo forthe 
ſame cauſe Salomon ſpared,though he had dealt both ynkind- 
ly,and diſloyally with him. And contrariwiſe Pharaoh was 
taxed for his ynmindfulneſſe of Toſeph,and his poſterity : and 
ſois [oaſh for his ingratitude to /ehoiada, whoſe worthy fon 
Zechariah the Prophet ofthe Lord heeſlew : goe vet into thy 
brothers houſe, ſecke nor for compaiſion and luccour atthe 


hands of a fleſhly kinſman,ifhe be wicked, and thou godly, , 
j 
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the dey of thy c«lamity, ut what time thou ſhalt bee in pouert 
contempt,trouble and diftreſſe : for carnall kinſmen will Fail 


ys thoſe of their owne fleſhin their greateſt aduerſity, as Dawid 
; tried, and complained, faying; My lowers,and my friends ſtand 
Tu aſarre off from my ſore,and mine acquaintance [tand farre off, 
__ See chay 19.7. For better,more comfortable, and profitable, 
of, WM #$anghbour, friznd,and acquaintance, that 75 neere, not one- 


yinreſpect of the place, bur of afflition,and good will, then ſ 
«brgtber that is farre off, that is further di/tanc in goodneſſe | 
andloue,then in habitation, Sce chap.18, 24. 


Verl.11, My ſonne bee wiſe,and make my heart glad, that 1 
my anſwere him that reprocheth me. 


faher,exhortethevery ſonne to the fludie of wiſdome, 
and moucth him therento by two fruites chat will ariſe from 
thence, The one is, that if he be ſowiſe, as ro know and obey 
the will of God, hce ſhall reioycethe heart of his fatl:er, Sce 
cp.10,1, and 23.1 5. Theother is, thac hee by this mcanes 
ſhail drive away reproch and ſhame from his tather : for a fto0- 
lh ſonne maketh his parents aſhamed.When a child is grace» l 
leſle and evill nanpes the pcople viually blame his fathers 
gouernment, and ſay that hee was ill brouyht vp : but by the 
fertuous behauiour of a child, the parents are freed from for- 
tow, and contumelie, and hauc wherewith ro ſtoppe their 
mouthes that goe about to blame them, The boly Ghoſt 
Ompareth good children to good weapons, by whom 2 god- 
ly man may defend his credit; as hee that hath a good wea- 
pon, with Rrength and skill co vie it well, ſhall thereby pre- 
ſerve his perſon bh the violence of an encmie, eAs arrowes 
(faith he ) are m the hand of a mighty ma"; [a are the children Plal.t2 7.4.5» 
f the youth : bappie i the man that hath b:, » 11zrer full off hem, 
they hall not be aſhamed, but they ſoal! ſpea%;c with the adnerſa- 
Min ihe gate, 


T ſonne be wiſe, | The Wiſe man in the perſon of every 9 | 
'f [ 
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460 Provzas. Chap.29, 


Verſ. 12. A prudent man ſeeth the exill,and bideth bimſelfe, 
but the ſimple paſſe on and are puniſhed. See chap. 22.3. 

12. Tak: bu garment that ſurety for a ſtrange may, and 
make bim give ap/e.lge that wndertaketh for a ſirange womay, 
Sce chap, 20.16. 

14. 7» himth.:t bleſſcth his friend with aloud wore, riſing 
early in the morning ſhall be counted a curſe, 


O him that b{:ſſeth his friend, In way of praiſing andex. 

tolling him to his face,and in way of ſaluting him witha 
flattering minde, or fawning words, wiſhing well vntohim 
with his lips, and debring little good vnto him in his heart, 
with 4 {614 voice,ſothat he may be heard of others,and by thit 
leaud mcanes purchaſe fauour from the partie, aiſig early, in 
the morning to doe it, ſhewing himſclte firſt and before all 0+ 
thers,to the end he may ſeeme the chicfeſt welwiller, ſhallbee 
counted for a curſe, ſhall turne to his owne ſhame and igno- 
minie: for flatteric maketh a man odious, and reproclifull, 
Wrar is more diſgraceful then to be called aparaſite,or claw- 
backs ? and this oblique and iinfamic is juſt ypon them,andbe- 


longeth vnto them for due deſert : for they onely ſcrue them» * 


{clues, which intend to make a prey of thoſe whomthey ſo 
much applaud,it is neither loue,nor good liking that dothin- 


ducethem ynto it; but hope of acceprance and reward :and } 
noyſome they are in many reſpeAs, and that to the partie | 


whoſe eares they claw jn this manner : for if his neighbour 
be a good man, hee taketh the way to corrupe his heart, and 


aQions,andto make him proud: if he bee f13:tull and ewill hee # 


doth as much as in him ieth toharden his heart, and retaine 
him from repentance. Yet it is not volawfull either ro ſalute 
our friends,or to commend them iuſily, ſo that it be donein 


a fir manner,or meaſure; not with a flattering mind, nor too | 
often; not too much ; not too openly ; but with a ſingle heart, | 
modeſtly, ſparingly, when there is cauſe to incite them for- | 


wards to goodnefle, and to animate them againſt diſcourage 
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ments, otherwiſe the ſafeſt way is to tell them of their faules 
ynto their face, and to ſpeake of their yertues behind their 


backes, 
Verſ.15. eA continuall dropping in 4 rainy day,and a conten« 


tion woman are alike, 
16. #ho/cener hideth her,bideth the wind,and the oyntment 
ef bus r1ght haud which bewrayeth it ſelfe, 


Ntheſe two verſes hee declareth the miſchleuous effeQts of 
anvnquiet and brawling wife : and firſt hee ſheweth whar 
evill ſhe doth to her husband, and familie, comparing her vn- 
toraine, ſoaking through the roofe of the houſe ir:to the in- 
ward partz in wet ſeaſon: and fecondly hee declareth what 
bure ſhe doth ro her ſclfe, laying open her ſhame, and making 
the world acquainted with her ynpeaccable 5c!12uiour, which 
heamplificth by rwo f:milicudes:the one from the wind, which 
cannot but bo felt and heard : and another from 2n oyntment 
inamans har.d the ſent whereof cannot be ſuppreſied: a cortie 
walliropping, into a mans houſe, vpon the peoples head, or 
the ſtuffe therein,in a rainie day, when the ſhowersare great, 
andicbeatethin tore,and a contentions woran,a woman given 
to much (colding,and chiding,are alike,both of them trouble- 
lome,and both of them diſcommodious : for as the raine of- 
fendeth thoſe whom it fallceth vpon, and rotteth the things 
which are Netred thereby, and conſumeth the lameintime: 
Sodoth a contentious woman gricue all that dwel! with her, 
ndisa great hinderance tothe eſtate of her husband, See cap, 
9. 24, Hee that hideth her, hee that attewpreth to huſh her 
drawlings and iarres,that they ſhall not be heard, hideth the 
zind, laboureth as much in vaine,as if he would goe abovtto 
couer,keepe cloſe,or ſhut vp the wind that it ſhould not blow, 
ſie is 45 an onntment on his right hand, wherewith his right 
handis maintained, char bewrayeth it ſe!fe, that will make all 
the houſe and company to ſmell the ſauour thexeof; the word 
Which we tranſlate bewray, fignifieth to cry, which is iwpro- gbra. 


perly ſpoken of oy»twent, becauſe it belongerh to living crea- 
Hh 4 eures ; 


Ecclſ.4.5. 


Heb.10.24. 


462 Proy»k EL. Chap.27, 
tures: but make! it ſelfe 2, [cable, as if it had a voyceto yt= 
ter or crie out i:na!l : to rhat it is as poſſible to reliraine the 
ſent of anoi:io om - owed our, 25 to ftop the infamie that ſhe 
bringeah vpon !:cr !Hwie, 


Ver\.17, ©: 1 man ſharpeneth yron by yron, ſo doth the face 
of (:1; fried ſh jt a man, 


S 4 man ſharpexeth yron {y yron | As men vic to whet one 

knife that is blunt,or other edge toole, with another,and 

ſo make it keener to: he end it may cutthe better : ſo doth the 

face,che pretence of a friend with his communication, as ex- 
horrations,directions,incouragements,and the like, ſharpen 4 

mas to comfort,to humiliation,to knowledge, to loue,to di- 

ligence, and to all good workes. A man by himſclfe is often 

very ull,and like vnto atoole whoſe edge is Þlunted, or bro- 


Ken : but ifhis fellow come,and quicken him,by his company, - 


by his fpcech,orexamplc,hee hath ſuch an edge ſet ypon him, 
as that he is much more skilfv!!, comfortable, and euery way 
better then he was being alene, Hence it is that the Scripture 
ſaith clſewherc, that two are better then one,and that a three- 
fold cord ts not eafie tobe broken, Hence itis alſo that the Apo» 
fileexho:teth the Hebrewes not to leane their mutuall fellow- 
Ship in aſſembling : but to proucke one another to loue, avd good 
workes, For this cauſe the Lord adioyned Aaron as an afſiltant 
to Moſes, And Chriſt ſent foorth his Diſciples by gwoes, and 
twoes, that one might confirme and animate another in his 
meſſage, and ſeruices, $o on the orher ſide, the ſocietie and 
fellowſhip of wicked perſons together, doth mutually whet 
one another to miſchiefe, and intice him to evill,as we ſaw by 
another fimilirude of coales kindling coales, in the formet 
Chapter,verſ.1. 


Verſe 18, Who ſokeepeth the figiree ſhall eate the fruit there- 
#f : ſo be that waiteth on his maſter ſhall be honoured. 


V Ho ſo keepeth the figtree] As an husbandman watch- 
4 ing his trees with a vigilent eye,and pruning _ 
wit 
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with a diligent hand,taſteth of the fruite thereof, according to 
their kindes, whatſocuer they are : whether figges, or grapes, 
or apples,or peares,&c. So the ſeruant who is ſerviceable to 
his matter,and attendant abour him,if it be his office,or other- 
wiſe truſtte in the affaires committed vnto him, /hall be honow- 
rd.cither preferred toa berter place, or ſo well prouided for 
inthat wherein he continueth,as that he ſhall enioy the cregie 
and commoditie of his painfulnes and faichfulnes, Tacy that 
have not houſes, or charges of their owne, in Read thereof 
havethe bufineſſe and matters of their gotlernours to looke 
yato,and the well mannaging thereof in time may bring them 
to be maſters ouer others : or if it fall not out {o,their condi- 
tion will be as comfortable in that place of ſervice, and infe- 
rioritie,as if they were greater commanders, See chap.22.29, 


Verl.19, eAsin water face anſwereth face : ſo the heart of 4 
vn 19.4 14n, 


WO looketh into water, or into a glaſſe, ſhall 
ſee the figure,or ſhape ofa face,in all points like ynto 
his owne,of what faſhion, colour, or complexion ſoeuer hee 
de: So the heart of a man anſwereth to a man, what ruinde, af- 
kRion,or diſpoſition is in one man, the ſame may be found in 
ſome other, which will rightly,or fitly accord with him in the 
ſame: there is ſcarce a man vnder heauen, which bath not one 
or other which doth not lively repreſent him. 

As for naturall inclination and defires : one man is giuen to 
cheerefulnes, ſo is another : one man giuento {adnes, fois an 
other : one wan ſetteth his delight vpon literature,and all his 
fudie is how to be learned, ſo doth another : one mantaketh 
pleaſure to bee a Merchant, and to aduenture his eſtate in trat- 
hck,ſo-doth another : one man much affeerh rrauelling,and 
to ſee forren countries, ſo doth another : one man addrefleth 
himſelfe ro husbandry,and to maintaine bis ettare by the com- 
modities of the earth, ſo doth another : one man loueth 2 
countrie life, and hee hath neighbours like minded: avother 


would be a citizen, or courrier, and hee bath others that are 
willng 


GenC.s. 


464 Prxoverys. Chad.t, 
willing tojoyne with himuherein, And ſo for ſpiritual races: 
this manis much delighted inthe word of God, his thoughts 
and meditations bce conſtantly in it, that man is alſo ſo affe. 
Qted,and his heart is carried the ſame way :this man is deligh. 
ted with the fellowſhip and ſocicrie of Chriſtians, and neuer 
ſo ioyous, as when heis in godly companie,and at holy con. 
ferences, that mans con:fort and felicitie is in tho ſame: this 
mans heart is much broken and wounded v:iththe ſght of his 
finnes, andthe fight of Geds difpleaſiize, that men is noleſſe 
humbled inthe ſame manner, And this }:oldeth: 21fo in carnal 
corruprions : what ſinneris there that may not finde compa. 
nions and aſſociates jn all the vices whereunto [ce is ſubie? 
It were (trange that a drunkard ſhould want a n.ate to gue 
him the meeting at the raucrne,o1 -'c houſe: or a robber could 
get none to take his part at t1ecz;:i-got a purſe :orthat a 
gameſter ſhould be growne firgu!cr:h! t no man ſhould de. 
lightto play at tables, cards or dice, buthimfſclfe, Alte ins * 
ances may ſuffice for great multitudes of all forts, And for 
naturall corruption in the general, dcriued from our fiſt pas 
rents,and wherein euery one is conceivgd, all thercin looke 
with one countenance, and have one viz3ge : there was neuer 
any ſonne,or daughter of eAdam (Chriit on: ly excepted) bur 
hath been disfigured by birth fince : Aſeſes as vcll as Pharas, 
David 2s well as Saul, Paul as well as F lymas, Petey as wells 
Indas, that in this reſpe holdeth true tovching any one, and 
euery one, that the whole imagination of the thoughts of mani 
heart,tis only exill continually, 


Verſe 20. eAs the grave ard deſtruftion are nener full: ſe 
the eyes of a man are nener ſatisfied, 


A® the grane and deſtyultion are newer ful, ] As there is 

none end of burials,& death : bur after one corps is bu- 

ned,another wil come ſhortly to the ſame ſtate, and the graue 

will conſume them,and allthat are put into it, and be till rea- 

die(as it were) with a wide mouth to receiue more :Rejbouph 

death, called here deftruRtion (becauſe ir doth my," 
| vn 
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yoreaſonable creatures, and bringeth the wicked into perdi- 
tion,and ſcemeth ynto ſenſe to de the finall ruine of the god- 
ly) doth take away many millions; yer it is as bungrie after 
more,as if it had neuer fed ypon any : So the eyes of a man are 
wener ſaticfied,the concupiſcence ot them is infatiablezthough 
he ſee much, and have mueh, yet it is nothing in compariſon 
ofthat which he gefireth ro ſee, and poſleſle : whether it be ri- 
ches, or honour, or whatſoever his heart moR lufieth after ; 
For there is no contentednes in ſenſe, or worldly defires : ac- 
cording as is ſaid in another place : The eye is not ſatisfied with Eccleſ.1.t 
ſeeing nor the eare with hearmg. And therefore the complaint 
ofthe Propher againſt the proud Babylonian, and all others 
of his condition, is pertinent vnto this purpoſe : He hath in- 
larged bis deſire us the grane, and is as death, and cannot be ſa- Hab.3,y, 
tified : but gathereth vnts himall nations, and heapeth wnto 
him all people, 


Verſe 21, «Ms the ſining pot for the ſiluer, and the fornace 
for gold: ſo is a man to b:s praiſe, 


S the fluer is tried by the fining pot, and gold by the for= 
mace, whether it be pure, or no : See chap.17.3.cuen ſo 
aman is beſt iudged by that praiſe which is giuen of him, whee 
therit be true, or no : For we arenot to depend on other mens 
lips: but to examine the matter by our own knowledge, wbe- 
therthe commend?tio that is giuen of vs be due vnto vs, and 
deſerued of vs: For a- 2 man may flatter himſclfe by compart- 
lontoiuflifie his 0:vn< wates, becauſe they are nor ſo bad as 
ſome other mens : {> he my alſo Le illuded by teltimonte gt- 
ven of him,to haue himſelfe in © gh admmiracion becauſe he is 
lo well thoughtof, and ſpoken of, An therefore a rule like 
mo this of Salomon: is giuen bythe 4 poltle Paul; bur with 
more F14i:;nes, Let ever y ma. proue his owne worke, and then 98 Gal.4.6, 
ſea (ur retocing i” himſelfe only and not tn another : For MI- 
Dy fltterers ſpeake nor as they thinke,bur as they ſee it mot 
Kuantageons for their owne turnes,and cherfore moli _ 
chac 
corrup? 
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466 PROVERAS. Chap 17, 
corrupt gouernour, Againe, many teſlifie ont of their love, 
and hope that tobe trve which they ſay, but not out of their 
knowledge,they arenot ſure that which they ſay is true; and 
therefore a man next vnto God is of all orthc15 the firteli ty 
paſſe ſentence vpon himſelte, Men be nor fo fooliſh 1! they bee 
poore,and in great penurie,to beleeue them which 101i mag. 
nifie their wealth, and praiſe their great plentic : 107 a cke 
man feeling his rorments,and weakenefſcs, wiil aficat yn. 
to him that ſhall commend his healthfulneſſe,and ſound con- 
Nirution of body ; and why then ſhould we ſuffcr our (eluesto 
be miſinformed touching our ations and waies, and the ſtate 
of our ſoules? 


Verſ.22. Though thou ſhonldeſt bray a foole in a morter a- 
mong wheate wich 42 peſtell, yet will not his foolihneſſe depart 
from him, 


hw. x thou ſhouldeft bray,) One kind of grinding which 


peoplevſed in old time, was to put their parched corne 


into a morter,and to beare it vnto powder : vnto this cuſtome | 


Salomon alludeth in this place, inſinvating that no ſeuerity 


will amend an obſlinate wicked man : for it is as much as if he 
ſhould haue ſaid; Althovgh thou ſhouldeſttake never ſo great | 
paines in reprouing, or correting a deſperate foole, andthe 
__— and plagues ofthe Lord be never ſo heauic ypon * 
hith, yet his fool:ſhneſſe will not depart from him, hee is ſo wn- * 
curable,thart le will not forſake his fins, nor amend his faults, 
the hardueſle of his heart is ſuch, that no ſtrokes or calamities | 
will do him good, Tic graines of corne, though much hare» | 
ned by parching, or drying, yet at the laſt wil be broken with | 


a pefiell, and turned io ſott meale ; but his obſtinacieand 
wilfulneſſe will neuer bee ouercome ; becauſe he is vocapable 


of graces, and no miſeries of themſelues without | 3 will © 
ſuchper- ? 


cure ſince, And therefore [eremiah complaining 0 
uerſe and obftinate rebels,faith; O Lord, are not thine ejes v- 
en the truth ? thou ha5t ſtricken them, but they hawe not grie* 
wed; thou haft conſumed them, but they baug refuſed corre 

oF. 
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Þ they hawe made their faces harder then a rocke,they haue re- 

ſed toretwrne. For ſmart, and griefe, and all kind of wofyll 
calamities fall onely vpon the ſenſes, bur enter not into the 
hearts of ſuch impenicear perſons; and the diuell which hath 
themin his power,neither feelerh the firokes which they (uf. 
fer,nor hathany commiſeration ottheir miſery ; and therefore 
valeſſe the peſtel] could knocke him onthe head, and expel! 
his forces,it can doe no good ynto their ſoule, 


Verſe 23. Bee thou diligent to loaoke well to thy flockes, and 
brow the ſiate of thy hearas, 


Nthis verſe he beginneth to perſwade men to be prouident 

for their eftate,and not ſ[acke to ſuperuiſe and ouerſee their 
owne affaires,and to look that there be no detriment through 
their negligence in rheir commodities, wherein their princi- 
pallmaintenance doth con{ilt ; and perticularizeta inthe duty 
ofthe grafier,or ſuch asliue by catrell, as a paterne for all 0- 
thertrades,or vocations, Pee thou drligent to looke well tothy 
fucker, | Conſider daily, or as often as is fit, the conditionof 
thy ſheepe, oxen, and other cattell : looke to the number of * 
them,leſt any be ſtollen,dead,or lolt : ſec howthey bee proui- 
ded for with graſle, fodder, or water, that they periſh nor 
through want : looke well ro it, and that with thine owne 
eye.that their paſture be ſafe and wholeſome, not ſuch as will 
dreedamurren,or rot : take good notice how they are hand- 


ed, or drefſed, that they bee not anoyed with maladies, or 


burtfull diſeaſes : for men are not ſoto paſſe over theireftate 
to the care of others, as not ſooften as is needfullto take a 


newof it themſelues, Boaz, though hee were agreat man, Ruth.3.7, 


Jet was not aſhamed co bee among his reapers, and harueſt 
men, and at the threſhing time to bee in the floore all 
night, For by this prouidence they ſhall preſerue their ſtate 
from ruine and Cecay ; and deter: e their ſeruants and agents 
from careleſneſle, and afhiſt chem with dircRion and encou- 
rgement, 


Verl.24+ 


Verſ. 245 For riches remaine not alway nor the crowne from 
generation to generation, 


E enforceth his precedent exbortation by two argu. 
ments ; the former from the perill that may grow from 
improuidence and remiſneſſc, and rhat is penurie and warn, 
This is not mentioned at all in exprefle tearmes,butis neceſla. 
rily vnderſtood,and intended ; as it appeareth by the words of 
this verſe: for they are a preuention of an obiection that might 
be made againſt the former precept. Our meanes are ſo good, 
and our fortunes ſo great,that we need not trouble our lelyes 
with oucrſight of our cattell,or buſineſſe: rhough wee ſhould 
ſuſtaine lofle by their vnfairbfulnefſe, whom we truſt in our af 
faires,we can well beare it, we haue enough, Now this hee ta- 
kethaway, by ſhewing the inſtability, or catualtie of wealth, 
ſaying, Riches remame not alway: and that he doth amplifie b 
a compariſon taken fro the greater: Princes eſtates (which he 
meaneth by the name of crowne are not perpetuall, much!eſle 
is the wealth of inferiours: as if he ſhould ſay, Dolt thou think 
that thy goods ate ſo entailed ypon thee, that they arenotali- 
enable,or cannot goe fromthee? thou art much deceivedſo 
to deeme; for they are brittle, and flitting,though they bene- 
uer ſogreat and glorious, What treaſure inthe world, beeit 
neuer {o royall, or princely, which ſhall endure for eur? and 
not be exh2uſtedinthe end, vnlefle it bee maintained by care 
and diligence? and therefore looke well vnto thy things thy 
ſelte,and reſt not ſlothfully in mans labour, 


Verſ. 25. The hay diſcomereth it ſelfe, and the graſſe apped« 
reth and the hearbts of the mountaines are gathered. 

26. The Lawbes are for thy clothing, andthe goates are 4 
price of the field. | 

27. And let the mil'e of thy goates be fufficient for the fork 
of thy family,and ſuſtenence of thy maides, 


He ſecond argumentis fromthe commoditie which hee 


ſhall reape by obſeruing his counſell, applying bigs 
t w” 
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Verſe 25.26-27+ Proves, 


well to husband his matters,and to prouidethathis eſtate bee 
well ordered; and that is food for his beaſts and cattell, in the 
firſt of theſe three verſes : andsſecondly, for the maintenance 
ofhimſelfe,and his familie,in therwo laſt : che hay diſcovereth 
# ſelfe when it is mcet and readie for carriage, and inning,aud 
the graſſe appeareth, ſpringeth plentifully out of the earth, and 
theteark -5 of the monntaines, the graſle, or other fodder that 
the mountaines yeeld, are gathered, cut downe, brought in, 
and layed __ they may be food and nouriſhment forthe 
cattell; he ſpeaketh thus of the ſituation of that land, where. 
inthere were a multicude of mountaines, which had things 
growing vponthem very vſcfull,and all this commeth by the 
bleſſing of God, for the benefit of men, and cattell, according 


tothe ſaying of the Prophet : Hee cauſeth the earth to bring Plal.r04-14. 


forth graſſe for the beait,and hearbe for the vſc of man,that he 
may bring forth bread out ef the earth.T he lambs are for thy clo« 
thing, the good which himſelfe and his family ſhall receiue by 
his heedfull regard of his flocke,and heards,is firlt for apparel, 
the lambes, that is, the wooll and fleece of the lambes and 
ſheepe,/ſhall be for thy clothing, wherewith both thou and thine 
ſhallbe warmely,and comely clad. Secondly, for money, the 
bee goates,the male goates,and ſuch like cattell as may well be 
ſpared, being ſold, will bring thee money, not onely to the 
price of thy field, thatis, the rcnt of the ground wherein they 
goe, if thou rent or hire the {ame of other men; or to yeeld 
theeſo much as another would giue for it, if ic be thine owne: 
andthereby thou ſhalt bee inabled to enlarge thy poſſeſſhons, 
or make thee a purchaſer of lands. Thirdly,tor food and ſufte- 
nance,the goates mil:e ſhall be ſnſſicient for the food of thy harf- 
bold,and maintenance of thy maides,that is to ſay,the ſhe goats, 
theewes,and the kine will giue thee ſach abundance of milke, 
5 will ſuftaine thee, thy wife, and thy children, and thy ſer- 
uants,both men and maides, So that beſide other prouifion 
which thou maiſt-make with thy money, thy ſelfe, and thy 
houſhold may haue butter and cheeſe enough, and other good 
reofmilke,of thine owne flocke, This in thoſe daics was ac- 
counted good cheere for men of worth in that goodly coun- 
trey, 


feare #s in bis eares and in his proſperity ſhallthe deftroyer come 


470 PROVERAES 
erie, which Godin kindnefſe promiſed, and out of his bountie 

rformed; for which eucry godly man hath cauſe to bee 
thankfull, and of which cuery-wicked man is altogetheryn. 
worthie; and therefore hee doth vpbraid his rebellious and 
wicked enemies, though opulent and wealthie, withthar fa. 
uour which in this kind, among other benefits, he had ſhewen 
ynto them, ſaying ; Butter of kine, and milke of ſheepe, with fat 
of lambes and rammes fed in Baſhav, ans goates with the fat of 
wheate, andred licour of the erape hait thou druntg, And ag 
this is ſpoken againſtthe wicked in way of exprobration: ſo a 
bleſſing is proaounced by /acob, to the poſterity of [yd4h, 
Rs would be bountiful] vnto, in this manner; Hy 
eyes frallbered with wine, ind his teeth white with milke, 


Cn PTE Re XX VIIL 


Verſ.1.The wicked flee when none purſue : but the righteon 
areboldas a Lion, 


1 22m £8 He wicked flee, ) Are chaſed and hunted with 
Fo & 2Y feare: for though their feer land (ill, yertheir 
CG OL hearts are continually in flight, when none pur- 
2-<0) $9 ſueth, when no man followeth matter againlt 
#22 them. Ic is a finilitude taken from cowardly 
ſouldiers, who betake themſclucs to their heeles at the ſound 
of the trumper, or drumme, and at the fight of the enemies 
weapon, before they be aſſailed :for the guilcie perſon afterhe 
hath committed ſome abominable fa; as theft, murther, or 
ſome other crime, imagineth that ſome lie in wait for Fim,and 
that hee ſhall ſurely bee taken: for the bolder any man isto 
commit finne,the lefle courage he hath when his conſcience 1s 
awakened,and there be any likelihood of danger : The wicked 
(faith Eliphaz) s continually 4s one that traxelle1thwith child, 
and the number of yeeres ts hidden from the tyrant ſound of 


vp01n 
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on him, For though no man purſue him, yer the guile of his 
conſcience doth ; as did that bloodie Kain: and the righteous 
curſe of Gods law maketh after them with all ſpeed, eucn thar 
whichis thus threarned in Leviticus : [will ſend a cowardlines Leuit.26,36, 
fa. 2pev them m the land of their enemie, and the ſound of a ſhaken 
en leafe jhallchaſe thens : they ſtall flee as fleeing from the ſword, and 
fat frall fallwhen none parſueth, Now it they bee broughtto this 


of plight with imaginarje perils, and onely as yetaſſaulted with 
= their owne thoughts ; what will they doe when troubles and $: 
” plagues,ſuch as carrie ſtings intheir mouthes,ſhall inuade and 
th, ſerypon them? When their hearts ſhall heare their ſins com» 
Is plaining againſt them,and Gods juſtice decreeing puniſhment 


forthem : men inthis caſe [ſaiah ſpeaketh of, and bringeth in 
horribly terrified, ſaying ; The ſinners in Sion are afrard a feare 
is come pon the hynocynes : who among vs ſhall awell With the 
denouring fire ? who among vs ſhall dwellwith the enerlaiting 
burning ? But the righteous, who is at peace with God, and 
hath a good cauſe with a good conſcience, isnot ſo timerous, 
ns and fu!l of cowardnefle as the wicked, but couragious and 
creadlefſe,notwithanding all the malice, might, and craft of 
wicked men, which ſet themſelues againlt them, neither can 


th any other accidents or occurrents diſmaic or daunt them. Hee 
cir will not ve afraid of enill tidmgs his heart ts ſixed and beleeneth Plal its, 7.3, 
= in the Lord : his heart is eftabliſhed : hee will not feare vutill bee 
olt ſeehis deſire upon his enemies, Andthis confidence and bold. 
dy reſſe is ſer forth by the compariſon of the equall, he is like vn- 


ad toa Lion, who is thus deſcribed by the Lord himſelfe : As the 

Lim,or Lions whelpe roareth on the prey,againit whom if a mul- 1(11, 21.2, 
litwde of /hepheards be called he will not be afraid at their voice, 

or wither humble himſelfe at their noyſe : ſo ſpall the Lord of Tob 11.13, 
botsr,chc. Grace thereforeis the foundation of a good cou- Plal.gr, 


_ age; for he that is endued therewith, is perſwaded of the ve- 
” ityof Gods promiſes, with the ſufficiencie of his power, and 
= bath a ſure apprehenkon both of his preſence and goodneſle, 
Le) 


Ii Verl. 2, 
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472 ProvEnEs. Chap.28, 


Verſ.2, For the tranſgrejſion of 4 land, there are many prin. 
ces thereof : but by a man of vnder/tanding and knowledge u 
forall be prolonged. 


Pork tranſgreſſion of a 1and\For the fins which the peo. 


ple inhabiting the land doe commit, not the wickednes of 


ſome few priuate perſons, but the generall iniquitie of a na- 
tion, or Hate, there are many Princes, often changes ot the ru. 
lers and gouernours thereof, many Kings,or other head Ma. 
giftrates,in a ſhort time ſucceeding one another, by meanes of 
the death of the predeceflors: For the finnes of che people tend 


to the hurt of the Ruler : If you doe wictedly ((aich Samnel) ” þ 


ſhall perb,both ye and your King, Aud for this cauſe the great 


rebellions of ludah,borh of the Prieſts,and Prophets,and peo. * 


ple, ſhorrned the life of /o/iab : Pharao Neco could not haue 


touched him, if the iniquitic of his ſubict's had notexpoled ! 
him into his hands, The Magiſtrate is the head, and the peo- | 
ple are the ſtomack; and what cauſeththe head to ake ſo much } 


as the diſtemper and ficknes of the ftomacke ? Hee is a ſhep. 


heard,and they are the ſheepe, and men doe viſually put away * 
their ſhepheards, or ſer them to ſome other worke, when all * 
their ſheepe are rotten. But by a man of vnder/Ianding, and | 


knowledge,it hallbe prolonged. 1n this latter part ot the verle 


he doth intimare, that as the corruptions and iniquirtie of the | 


people do cauſe the remoueall of their Princes : ſo the change 
of Princes is hurtfull, and dangerous to the ſtate of the kirg- 
dome, not onely for that by this meanes there are new «fficers 
placed, rew tributes impoſed, and many alterations inthe 
Kate : bur perill of ſeditions, firres,and tumults, whereby both 
kingdomes and common- wealths are fubuerted and brought 
toanend: andthe caufe thereof he oppoſethto the contrarie: 
For hee ſerterth the wifedome and knowledge of 2 good man 


(meaning of good men, putting the 4 number for he } 
plurall by a Synec4oche,wich the fruires thereof, which is *bc- | 


dience ynto God) to the rebellion of a land : and the con't- 
: nuance | 
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nuance of Kings and kingdome, vnto the frequent mutations 
of Kings, and deſtruRtion of a realme, So thatthe oppoſition 
Aandeth chius : For the Iranſgreſſion of a land, and tooliſhnes 
of men, the Princes dye faft, and the whole kingdom 1» rot 
like ro continue : but by the obedicnce of a land, and men of 
wiledome, Princes liue lorig,and the kingdo:ue i3 like to bee 


ſurely eliab!:ſhed, 
Verſ.3, «A prove man if he oppreſſe the poore,ts like a raging 


raine that leaueth no foode. 


f > ar man if hee oppreſſe the poore,] Either by fraude, or 
force,by bargaining or ſycophancie,and falſe calumnia« 
tions, by extreame purſuite of actions, or aduantages,or by a= 
ny other meanes, z {ihe 4 ſweeping raine, like to ſtormes that 
leave no foede for men,or catteil tv liuc on:For even as a great 
tempeſt doth make land-flonds, and inundations of waters, 
ſneeping away,and choaking the corne,and beateth the fruite 
off from the trees, and caulcth a dearth :ſo amcrcilefle poore 
man wreſting and cxtorting from others in neceſſity that little 
whichthey hae, doth bring themto extreame want and pe- 
turie, Vnconic1onable poore men therefore are as violent (if 
theirpower 'ri:e ther) as the rich and wealthie, A Sparrow 
haulke is 15 g1ceme of his prey as an Fagle,and a Wolfe as ra- 
venou- as a Lion : che {eruant that had but an hundred pence 
owing vnto him, was more rigorc us and mercilefle, then his 
miſter that had a thouſand tallents due ynto him, If all Magi- 
firates ſhould bee as boyſterous to their inferiours,as many 
biſe maſters are to their apprentices, their yoke would be roo 
dewwie for the people to beare : neither are better things to be 
expeted at vngodly poore mens hands, then from thole that 
ue richer : for there 1s the ſame nature in all : and /eremiah 
kich,that the leaſt are ginen to coxetonſnes as well as the grea- 
tef, And great men are lefle pricked forward to iniuſtice by 
fenurie and want, then theſe needic creatures and contemp= 
tidle perſons : ſmall things will doe rich men no good: all is 
that commerh to the net with the hunger-ftarued, and 
Ii 2 miſcrable 
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474 PrRoOvnRB. Chap.:8, 


miſerable beggers, they meere with nothing which will not 
ſerue their rurnes, There is hope,or ar leaſt a poſſibilitie, that 
that vehich is raken away by men of wealth, & ſubliance, may 
be reſtored againe by mcdiation of friends, or by ſaluing of 
c:edit,or by ſome other incanes,or for ſome other cauſes : but 
that which theſe hungrie abies get into their clutches, is as 
ſ5one ſwallowed as fingered, neither care of credit will moue 
them, nor their abilitic will affoord them to make reftiry. 


tion, 


Verſe 4. They that forſake the law praiſe the Wicked : but 
they that keepe the law contend with them, 


E tex that forſabe the law, | They that fnfully liue in the 
breach of Gods holy law,and tranſgreſſion of his Com- 
mandements,and make their owne fleſhly reaſon,and ſenſuall 
luſts,the rule and ſquare of their life, prasſe the wicked, giuein- 
couragement vntothem, ſtudic to finde out matter to com- 


mend inthem, and for the ſame to giue good reſtimonie of ? 


them, that they haue euermore ſomewhat in a reacineſſe to 
ſpeake in their behalfe, cither to grace their perſon, or iuflihic 
their faults : for eucry man will moſt readily Rand for them 
which be moſt like vnto them, As S.Pax/reckoning vp many 


foule offences, ſaich,7 hey doe wot only the ſame,but fanour them *? 


that doe them. And the rebellious Ifraclites in the wilderneſle, 


afterthey heard Moſes and Aaron to conuince Corah.Dathan | 
and Abiram of notable preſumption and arrogancic : after } 
that they ſaw the Lord to execute a remarkable puniſhment 


yponthem,yer quarrclled againlt Afoſes and Aarox,in the dc- 
fence of thoſe execrable men and their complices, laying,7e 
bane killed the people of the Lord, This is a ſure note of euill, 
when men haue cuermore a good word ready for an cui!l 
doer, and by crediting (inne in others, that they ſhould have 
no blemiſh for it,they ſecke to aboliſh the diſgrace from their 
owne former wickednes,and hope with lefſe reproch and con- 
trolement to inake a way for new ; bt they that heepe the /aw, 


which addi& chemſelues with all their might to keepe Gods | 
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commandements, and with due care and conſcience obſerue, 
and obey them,contend with them, doe not onely diſcounte= 
nance, and diſpraiſe , bur as much as they can oppoſe them= 
ſelues againſt them, &refift them, notwithſtanding it be with 
ſome conflit and trouble ynto themſelues ; For it is the pro- 

ieand ſure marke of a good man,not only to forbeare euil 
themſelues, but ro ſtop and croffe others that doe praGtiſe it: 
andchis they doe in zeale tro'God,and in hatred to finne come 
mictedagainſt him: as the Prophet profeſſeth, ſaying, / hate 
them that hare thee, and earneſtly contend with them that riſe 
1p againſt thee, And by this they keepe themiclues from be- 
ing guiltic of other mens faults,and in as much as inthem is, 
further the offenders to repentance, 


Verſ.g. Enillmen wnderſtand not indgement : but they that 
feare the Lord ynder/tand all things, ' 


| Cm Men given ouer to impictic and wickednes,v#- 
derit and rot indgement,albcit there be ſomelightin them, 
which is after a ſort inforced vpon therp, by the brightnes of 
Gods word, and ordinances, by the ſpeeches and communi- 
ations of good men, which live among them, and by the ma» 
nifeſtation of Gods glorie in his workes ; yer it ſeructh onely 
tomake them inexcuſable,bur not to procure their latuarion, 
nor to direQthem intheir behauiour : they are alway lo blin- 
dd with natural! ignorance,and malice,that both Chriſt and 
bis word are a mylterie , wherewith their hearts arc vnac- 
quiinted,chough they be familiar to their cares to heare the, 
andtotheir rongues to talke of them : they neicher ſce what 
lst0be beloued,nor rightly apprehend what is to be done,ci- 
ther generally in all ſorts of actions, or particularly in the 
courle of their callings, and offices : For neither are they meet 
reflelsto receiue the licour of diuine wiſedome, neither haue 
they any defire, or are induſtrious for to obtaine it : bur they 
that ſeeke the Lord, they that ſeeke the Lord in his word, and 

prayer,to the intent to doe him ſcruice, /ha#onderitand all 


iwg:,which are ncedfull for their faluation,and diſcharge - 
Ii 3 rne 
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theduties of their callings. For all godly men are acquainted 
with God holy will. ſo farre as is neceſſarie for them : for as 
much as the ſecrer of the Lord « rewciled to them that ſeth him, 
and his conenant to giue them onderitanaing : For neither will 
the holie Spirit faile to informe them, neither will they neg. 
te& to inquireof him, nor to vſe their vader Randing fruitful. 
ly when they haue it, 


Verſ.6, Better is the poere that watketh in his vpripbtner, 
then he that peruerteth his waies, though he be rich, Sec chap« 
ter 19,1. 

Verl\.7. He that leepeth the law ts a wiſe ſonne : but he that s 
& companion to gluttons ſhameth his father, 


E that keepeth the law] That young man which applieth 

himſelte to ſuch godly and vertuous behauiour, as the 
word of God doth teach, and preſcribe him, a Wiſe ſonne, 
ſheweth his wiſedome, vertue, and vnderſtanding,not only in 
ordering his waies as a Chriſtian ; but in yeelding loyalticto 
his parents, as a dutifull childe, But hee that is companion to 
gluttons,both in companie keeping,and luxurie,and rior, ſha- 
meth bu father,is a blemiſh vato him, and giueth aduantage 
and occaſion, whereby of ſome hee is taxed and cenſured; be- 
ſides that ſeeing him come to extreame pouertie, or puniſh- 
ment, hee cannot but bluſh, and hang downe his head with 
ſhame and ſorrow. The ſenſe and oppofition goeth thus: He 
that keepeth the law, and refraineth the companie of diſſolute 
perſons,ts awiſe ſowne,2nd acredit vnto his parents : but hee 
that breaketh the law, and is 4 companion to gluttons, is foo- 
liſh ſonne,and diſhonoureth his parents, 


Verl.8. He that by vſurie and wninit gaine encreaſeth hi 
ſubſtance,gathereth them for him that will bee merciful tothe 


Poore, 


H: that by ſurie and vninſt dealing, cc.) Which either 
getteth,or augmenteth his ſtocke, or eftate by ynlawfull 
meanes: 
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faſt 9. Paxovysnzs, 477 
meanes : for ynder theſe ſo oft by name condemned inthe 
word, hee comprehendeth all others of whatſoeuer ſort they 
be, gathereth them, though much contrary to hi: purpoſe, 
thought, or will, for him that will be merciful! to the poore, 
which both compaſſtonatcly afteReth, and 1:5eral'y is handed 
towards them which arc inneceſſity : Ic is 25 if he ſhould haue 
ſaid, the Lord doth appoint that the goods which diuers 
vſurers haue wickedly compaſſed, ſhall be taken from him, or 
his,and come into a good mans hand, who will giuethe poore 
that which was before vniuſtly taken, eicher troi them or 


their brethren : for that which wicked menill come by,is ma= p:,,1,vs ., 
ny times left for the godly to yſe well, Sce chap, 13, 22, Job 27,16, 


do, 2. 


Ver. 9, He that twrneth away bs eare from hearing the lay, 
even bis prayer ſhall be abominable. 


HF: that twrneth away his eare,)Not he who through frail- 
ty,infirmity,or tentation hath iomerimeshis heart inter= 
rupted at the hearing of the word, and l:ath attention, and fo 
bis affetion blunted ; or by the rebellion of natural] corrupti- 
on refiſting the ſpirit of God, doth now and then faile to os 
the counſels or precepts of the word; but which wirtingly, 
willingly, with obftinacic and contempt reiecteth the com- 
mandements of God, and knowledge of his will, which deſpi- 
ſeththe ordinances of God, and refuſethto bee inftrufted by 
his miniſtery,ewen bis prayer, and thankſgiuing, and all other 
his ſervices eſpecially in his calamites that would come vpon 
him, when for miſery he ſhall hce compelled to crie, hall bee 
4ominable, odious to the Lord,and ſuch as he will repell, and 
rather plague him for, then hearken vnto him, and accept : lo 
that the bei refuge which vngodly men haue for their ſoules, 
eventheir good prayers which they truſt ſo much vnto, will 
faile the at their need: and it Randeth with equitie,& he doth 
but returne them their owne meaſure : according te his com- 
plaint of them, and threatning againftthem : Tea they refuſed 
tobearken,and placked away t ſhoulder and ftopped their _ 
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that they ſhould not heare : yea they made their hearts as an ada. 
mant ſtone that they ſhould net | the law, and the word; 
which the Lord of hoſts ſpake by his former Prophets : therefore 
came great wrath from the Lord of hoſts: therefore it came to 
paſſe that as he cried,and they wonld vot heare ; ſo they ſhallcyie 
ard I will nat heare, ſanh the Lord, They themfclues are exe. 
crable and loathſome,and then how can the prayers, the ber. 
ries of {ch manner of brambles be eſteemed any better? they 
are no: preſented to God by Chriſt, nor offered by themin 
faith; and therefore God cannor take notice of them other. 
wiſe then in detefiation,and indignation. 


Verſ. 10.” ho ſo cauſeth the righteous to goe aſtray in an exil 
war, hee jlall fall hin:ſclfe into his pit : but the righteous ſtall 


bac goou things in poſſeſſion, 
V Ho ſo canſeth, |] Endeauoureth by attempt, or for a 
time,or1n a part ſucceedeth to cauſe the righteous to 
goe aitray by an exill way, in the way of finne which is euill for 
the matter ofit, and for effe&t of it, that it bringerh euill, and 
plagues rothoſe that wanderin it, ſhall fat into his owne pit, 
ſhall not onely loſe his labour in ſeeking to corrupt another; 
but ſhall through Gods iudgement fall into the danger that 
hee hoped to | is the juſt into : as Balaam did in laying a 
ſtumbling blocke before the children of Iſracl, by teaching 
the Moabites to allure them to that filthie and idolatrous fealt 
of Baal Peor : for it is turned into his ruine and deftruQion: 
for he was therefore ſlaine in a ſhort time after, All this is an 
allegorie wherein he alludeth to hunters, who vſe ftratagems 
to inducethe beaſts which they haue in chaſe to the way that 
leaderh intothe pit which they haue dipged, and coueredto 
take him, who being fallen thereinto, 1s 1ntheir power todoe 
what they will with, Sce chap, 26. 27, but the righteows, the 
vnhappie cuent of theſe their practiſes, and their ill ſucceſle 
therein,is amplified by the contrary, the ſafety and happineſſe 
of thoſe whom they layed waite for to peruert, /2all have good 
things in poſſeſſion, the righteous ſhall bee preſerucd from oh 
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afall as they doe expeR, and enioy that happineſſewhich they 
doe maligne : for it is impoſſible for him that is vprightto bee 
drawne from God by ſeducers : eleion will hold him faſt, Mat 34-24. 


ore 

eto andtheſpirit of God will not ſuffer him to bee overcome, or **%*%134. 
ri loft : nether may the promiſes of God, made vnto him for the x.loh.2.27, 
7H enjoyment of all good things, be void or fruſtrate, 

et 


Verſ. 11. The rich-man i wiſe in his owne conceit, but the 
pore that hath underſtanding can try bim, 


He rich man is wiſe in his owne conceit, | Hee that hath 
great ſubſtance,and little race, hath an opinion of him- 
ſelfe,that he is of great vnderſtanding, iudgement, and policy, 
though he bce never ſo abſurd, fimple, and fooliſh; becauſe 
wealth is a great meanes to puffe yp the heart,and make a man 
proud. And therefore Saint Paw/requireth Timerby to lay a1,Tim16,17, 
great charge onrich men,that they be not high minded, Exe 
ebiel bringech the opulent and wealthie Prince of Tyrus vpon 
the ſtage, and ſheweth himvnto the world, aRting a part for 
thispurpoſe, ſaying ; [am 4 God, / ſit in the ſeat of God in the 
Wiadeft of the ſea, yea thou art but a man, andnot a God, and 
_— then diddeFt thinke in thine heart thou was equal with 
God: Behold thou art wiſer then Daniel, there is no ſecret that gygch 284.354 
they can hide fromthee. With thy wiſedome and vnder/fanding 
thos haft gotten thee riches, and thine he:rt is lifted wp becauſe 
ef thy ricbes, And why is this ? but beczuſe they are ignorant, 
they know not,or conſider not that ir wa» God which gaue, 
andnor their owne wit which gotthem this abundance :and 
decauſe they carrie matters by power, they deeme that they 
order and manage chem by policic; and becauſe noman dares 
rebuke them,chey thinke their waies ſo ballanced with diſcre- 
tion,as that they are vnrebukeable, And becauſc many flatre= 
rers give them high commendation,they imginc that there is 
&# much inthemielues,as they can devil” to commend : but the 
ou that hath onderitandeng can ſca-ch hm ont,but che god- 
ypoore man who knoweth the wo1 6,and 15 indued with dif- 


action, will lo ſearch and find the 11ch man out, that hee will 
diſcerne, 
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4 
diſcerne, (and if needrequire,) declare himto be either anig. 
norant or wicked perſon, as may appeare inthe blind mang 
conference with the Phariſees, And chis commeth to paſſe be. 
cauſe he ſearcheth into Gods word,to know his will, and into 
his owne heart,to know the ſtate thereof; and therefore can 
ealily take another tripping, which is altogether a liranger yn« 
to Gods will,and the tate of his owne ſoule, 


Verſ\.12. when the righteoxs retoyce there is glory : but when 
the wicked riſe,the man i ſought for, 


Hen the righteous reioyce,| When good men are ex. 
V altedto dignitie and honour, and haue authority put 
intheir hands,and ſo rcioycein the fatrour and mercy of God 
thus bleſſing them: and (hee argueth the cauſe by the effeR) 
the inferiours are enriched, and adorned with many orna- 
ments,both the publike ſtate of rhe nation is much honoured 
with power and ſafety, and priuate mens perticulsr citatesare 
prouided for,and blefſed with all good proſperity, by meanes 
of their juſtice, and vpright dealing, and care to doe geodto 
their countrie.See chap. 11. verſ., 10.and 11.6but whe» the wic- 
ked riſe, ro authority, credit, and greatnes in the Common. 
wealth, the man is ſought out, ſearched forto bee oppreſſed 
and made aprey: the meaning is, that when wicked men are 
aloft,the people whichare not ſo bad as themſelues, can nei- 
ther haue ſafety from their perſons,nor poſſeſſions ; but either 
by fraud, or by force, themſelues, and the ſecreteſt things 
which they haue are ſearched out,and looked vnto, that they 
may bea bootie to the yngodly.It falleth out many times,aud 
in divers countries,that when their owne brethren beare not 
rule,as it didin Iſrael, whenthe ftrangers the Midianites had 
inuaded the land, chat that which was not cloſely hidden, 
could not be kept out of the clutches and clawes of thoſe r2- 
uenous cormorants : and thereforeit was ſaid of Gedeor, that 
he was threſhing wheate to bide it from the CMidianites, This 
was moſt cleere execured in Achabs time, when hee ſought 3- 
bout euery where for the Prophets of God, and in ſpeciall 
manner 
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Feſt 13. Proveras 481 
manner for Elieh, to put both him and thereſt to the ſword, 
The ſenſe is this, when righreens men flourith, and are in au- 
thoritie, chere is great equity vicd; and therefore great glorie, 
and welfare to the people: bur when the wicked are1etyp, 
there is great tyrannie and oppreſſion, and therefore greatca« 
lamitic and miſeric. 


Verſ. 13. He that conereth bis ſinnes ſhall not proſper «but 
who ſo confeſſeth and fur ſaheth them ſhall find mercy, 


E that coxereth his ſinnes, | Either by denying thatevill 

which hee hath done,or extenuating of it, or by negle- 
Qing to acknowledge it rothe Lord with godly griefe and 
forrow, or by living ſtill in it.and continuing therein impeni- 
rently, ſhall not proſper, ſhall not eſcape all plagues and iudg- 
ments, but ſhall feele the curſes of God one way or other 
ſeazing vpon him; either (trokes ſhall come vpon his bodie, 
and fill him with torment ; or his naughtineſſe ſhall bee dere- 
Qed,and ſo bring reproch vpon his name; and his eſtate ſhall 
be ouerturned, & neceffiry ouertake him; or his children and 
poſterity ſhall be plagued and oucrthrowne ; or his ſoule bee 
purſued with horrours and feares ; or death with a yenomous 
Ring ſhall lay him, and fo damnation, and finall deftrution 
prey vpon him far eucrmore : but he that confeſſeth,ynfainedly 
with Chriſtian remorſe and contrition, and as fully as he can, 
before God,if they bee ſecier,qr before men,if they bee pub- 
like and open, awd forſa!eth them, as much as hee can by reſi- 
ling ofthem, praying and friuing againſt-them, and ſeeking 
all meanes of helpe by Gods word,and mens admonitions and 
counſels to vanquiſh and ſubdue them, ſhall fnd mercy, ſhall 
de pardoned, juſtified, fanQified, and inthe world to come e- 
verlaſiingly glorified : he ſhall bee deliuered from the guilt of 
them; hee ſhall bee ſaved from thepuniſhment of them; hee 
ſhall bee aſſiſted againſt the violence and yvower ©! them; and 
his outward man,and his inward man, his ſoule an4 his bocie 


ſhall be preſerued from the yenome and poyſon of them :for 
conf:{ſion offinne is necef{gie for the comft--.c of remiſhon: lob 31-33, 


for 
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for hereby we giue glory to God; as /oſbh»eperſwaded Achas 
to doe: and hereby we helpe our hearts to bee the more peni. 
eent,andthe better humbled for them, The q——_—_ is: He 
that bideth bus ſinne, by _— to confeſſe and forſake them, 
ſhall finde no mercie,and therefore ſhall not proſper; but hee 
that layeth open hisfinne by confeſſion, and reieQion of them, 
ſhall finde mercy, and therefore proſper, 


Verſ.14. Happic i the man that feareth alway : but hee that 
hardneth bis heart ſhall fall into miſchiefe. 


Appie s the man,) For Gods fauour,and all comfortable 
H eftetsrhereof, both preſent and future, both temporal 
and euerlaſting ; for enioyment of all goodnefle,and freedome 
from all miſchiefe, which feareth, with reuerence and godly 
awe to offend the Lord by breaking his commandcments, or 
hauing faulted,rolic ſecurely in his fines without ſpeedie hu- 


miliation and repentance,a/way, as well at one time asat ano- } 


ther,not fearing for any houre,or day,or moneth,or by fits (45 
ſome which haue an ague-like dread, now and then vpon 
them: )bur all the daies of his life, and all ſeaſons thereof ſo 
farre as poſſible : for our nature is continually trecherous, ſce- 
king adnantages for the hurt of our ſoule 3 and the diuell go- 
eth abour like a roring Lion,that no place, nor time,nor exer- 
ciſe doth free vs from his aſſaults or inuaſiony and God which 
is alway equally juſt, is continually beholding of vs,and of ovr 
waies: but hee that hardener big heart, which putteth away 
feare, andimboldeneth himſelfe it: an euill way, hearkening 
yntoall enticements, and the perſwaſion of ſeducers, andto 
the fleſhly diſcourſes of his owne mind, which may animate 
himin his luſts, and cuill defires, and praRtiſes, and urneth a- 
way his eare from thoſe which by faithfull counſell would 
deraine him from finne,andbring him to repentance, for that 
Whereofhe alrcad y Randeth guiltie, ſhall fall into miſchiefe, by 
doing of that which will = him ridiculous, and odious to 
Godandmen,or ſuffering of that which ſhall be a reſtimonic 
of Gods iudgement, and an intolerable burthen ypon him for 
greater 
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an greater then cuer he ſhall be ableto beare : For of all hurts,or 
li. miſeries that are incident vnto a man, before he fall into hell, 
Ts that of hardnes of heart is abſojutely the greateſt : for there- 
w, by the Lord doth puniſh the contempt of his word, and other 
ee riey0us ſinnes : and that isa certaine forerunner of ſome re- 
n, markable iudgement : as the caſe of Pharao and other obſli- 


nateand obqurate Egyptians doth witneſſe vnto the world, | 

| and ſo will doe to the worlds end. The Antithehſts is : He that 

i: MW fearcth alway isa bleſſed man,and ſhall enidy goodneſſe: bur 
he that haraneth his heart is in a wofull eftate, and ſhall fail 


into miſchiefe, 


Verl.ty, Araroring Lion and 4 roring Beare : ſos awicked 
ruler oner the poore people, 


Af roring Lion terrifieth the poore beaſts with his noiſe, 

and praieth vpon them with his teeth: and as a Beare 

bunteth yp and down to ſearch them out, and teare them with 
herpawes : ſo 1s 4 Wic{ed ruler oner the poore people : (o vngod- 

ly ſuperiours of all ſorts, picke quarrels at,threaten,oppreſle, 

and make ſpoile of ſuch as can make no reſiſtance : For the 

greater any godleſſe man is,the more ſauage and bealily he is: 

the more violence and crueltic he ſheweth,the more extreame Dan.7.45, 
hurt and miſchiefe he worketh, The wicked of the loweſt de- Zeph.3-3. 
gree doe carrie as cruell hearts,as tlioſe of bigher rankes and 
places, but their power anſiereth not vnto their will : they 
areincountred and overmatched where they attempt to of- 

fer wrong and iniurie,and may theretore be likened co curres, 

or little dogs which hunt after conies, 


: Verſe 16, The Prince that wanteth underſtanding, ts alſo 4 
d eat oppreſſor : but be that hateth conetouſnes ſhallprolong his 
t ifs, 


y | 
0 4 the former ſentence hee declared the tyrannie, and hard 
Ee dealing of fhafull mightie men: and heerec hee ſheweth the 
c cauſes of the ſame, and they axe, loue of couctoulnes which is 


intimated, 
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Prxoverss. Chap.1$, 


intimated, and want of ſound knowledge which is expreſſed; 
But he that hateth conetouſnes,which is not carried aw ay with 
reedie defice of gerting ſubſtance, and increafng hiseRtate, 


—— ſhall prolong his daies, taketh the way to pleale the Lord, 
for the lengthening of his lite, and fafetie apainli all ſuck © 


euils as otherwiſe would indanger his life, as thoſe doe which 
accompanic and ſpring from this ſinne of couetouſneſle and 
cruclre, 

The Antitheſis is : The Prince that wanteth underftanding, 
delighterh in couerouſnes : and therefore ſhall horren his 
owne life : but a wiſe Prince hateth couerouſnes, and exerci- 
feth mercie,iuſtice,and therefore (hall prolong his dates, 


Verſe 17. eA man that doth violence to the blood of a perſan, 
foall flee into he grane,and let none ſtay him. 


H E that in hatred, or rage, or for any priuate,or vnlawfull 
reſpect, off-re1h violence 10 the blood of a perſon , doth 
ſhed blood,or cake away a war's life, ſha! fl e into the grane, 
make hatte vato defiruCtion, be in pery<.unil cafe vonill hee 
fall in it : For bloody men doe commoniy live in davger of 
life, and in horror of heart, enr/l ſhall hunt the violent ma: to 0+ 
nerthrow him ( ſaith the P:ophet), God plagued Kum with 
two indgements, with depr wall of his life : tor the Lord re- 
ſerued him of purpoſe ro have t1m hunted a while in his ſoule 
with terrors(like a Stagge,or a Hart,or Hare)before he killed 
him : and with danger ot death,which he feared horribly be- 
cauſe hee looked tor nothing in it buc condemnation, And 
thats the Rate of all his ſonnes, of whom there be many yet 
living, which may truly call him father : notwithſtanding 2ll 
that naturally deſcended our of his loynes were drowned at 
the flood, God hath a quarrell, and innocent blood crieth, 
and will be heard, and revenged againſt every murtherer, 
which preventeth not the ſtroke of vengeance by repentance: 
even Kings, ſuch as eAcbab, /oaſh, and others being guiltic 
hereof could not poflibly eſcape the penaltie, He thar ſheddeth 
mans bleod,by man ſhall his bleed be ſhed (faith the Lord) _ 

(; 
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Perſe 18.19.20. ProveR 3s, 485 


let none ſtay him, let no man be an agent for his impunitie : 
ſet no tongue ſolicite for him : let no hand write for him : let 


G, HM not inferiours ſue for his pardon, and let not Magiſtrates grant 

k "Y him pardon : for they are dire&tly forbidden, 7 hine eye ſhall 

h "BY wot pare him: but thou ſhalt pat away the crie of innocent blood, 

F N that it may goe well with thee : For the land cnnet be purged Demetg.rs, 
but by the blood of bim that ſhed it. , 

oY Verſ.18. He'that wal'eth vprightly ſhall be ſaued : bat hee 


that pererteth his waies ſhallfall at once, 


Ls walketh wprighily| That leadeth a godly andiuſt 
conuerſation with a faithfull and fincere heart, all be 
ſaved from finne and Satan: Forrighteouſnes is a brealt-plate 
againl} the weapons of them both: from the hurt of periecu- Pſal 39.49, 
tions, and troubles : and from death and damnation. See 
chap.10.9. But he that peruerteth his waies, he that leadeth a 
Uſſoluce and impiovus life, which walketh in the crooked paths 
: offiane, ſhall fall at once, they ſhall be like to thoſe that tra- 
: JW vl ina dangerous way,though taire and ſmooth, which is to 
their liking, and contenteth them well vil they be ouer head 
nndeares in a pit, a quickſand, or quagmire, and ſoall their 
paine and woe will come together, and that to hisruine and 
| Celiru tion, as appeareth by the former part of the Antithelis, 
| See chap, 4 19, 


| | Verſ.19, He that tilleth his land ſhall hane plentie of bread: 
but he that fallowerth the 1dle, jhall hane poxertie enough, See 
chap.12.11., 
Verſ,20, A faithfull mmm ahonndeth with bleſſings : but hee 
thar waketh ha/le toberich, [hall not be vnpunſhed, 


Faithfull man | He that dealerh vprightly and ſoundly 
with men, and is not willing to deceiue any in word of 
teede, carrying himſelte ſincerely coward God, as hee livech 
m_ amongft his neighbours, and that not onely in one 


Ratter,but inall, and is therefore in the originall text called 4 
714 


486 PROVERBS. Chap.28, 
man of faithfulnes, ſhall abound in bleſſings of all ſorts, with 


lentic ſo farre as is expedient with good eſtimation, with 
kinde friends, with ſpiricuall graces,&c, See chap.10.6, But 
he that haFeth to be rich, ſetting his defire vpon wealth, and 
vling indirect meanes to compaſle it,or is a bondſlaue to the 
world in his workes and vocations, whercin ke ought only to 
ſeruethe Lord, ſhall not be vnpuniſhed, ſhall not elcape withe 
our plagues and judgements: hee maketh more haſte then 

ood ſpeedin getting ſo falt : For beſides thar, being fo gree= 
Fe to be rich, he fallerh into ſnares, temptations, ard noyſome 
luſls which droxze men in pera:tion, hee meeteth with croſles, 
and loſſes in his eftate in (ic2d of gaine and commoditic: and 
the end is like to be wofull, either for the loſle of goods,or the 
loſe of his life,or the loſſe of his ſaluation,and thereto polteth 
with all haſte, like as fowles flying to the prey arc o'r inter» 
cepred intheir flight,or made to ſtay with the j-clier oi 2 tone 
bow,or ſhot of a peece. eAchans,and eAchabs luccelics are 
both of them remarkable,and ſuch as God would hane all po- 
ſterities to take knowledge of for their admonition, The ops 
poſitionis this : He that is cortented with hi cftate, is a Faith- 
full man, and ſhall be rewarded with bleſſings : bur hee that 
hafteth to riches isan vnfaithtull mau, and ſhall bee puniſhed 
with curſes, 


Verſ.: I.To haxe reſpett of perſons us not good : for that man 
will tranſgreſſe for apeece of bread. 


24. 

Fi O hae reſpelt of perſons is not good. Sce chap, 34.24. For 

that man will tranſgreſſe, Gods laiy and mans law by 
peruerting of equity and iudgement, for 4 peece of bread, for a 
{mall matcer,for a thing of no importance:and what .xouldhe 
do the for a great bribe,for much money,for hope of large ade 
vantage & commoditic ? He that beareth ſo little aftectionto 
iuſtice,as that he will violate it for atrifle;how ſball it find any 
fauour fr6 him, when he ſhal be ſeed again(t it with a treaſure? 
He that ſerteth ſo light by his ſoule, as that he will ſell it dog 
cheape,and for a matter of nothing ; how willing would he vs 
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Verſe 22423» Proynrss. 437 


to make a falethereof,and co paſſe ir away vnto hell and dam- 
nacion,if he might get a great ſumme of money for it? 


Verſe 22, A man of an exill exe hafteth tobe rich, and conf. 
drreth not that poertre will come vpen him, 


# Man of an enill eye] A couctous worldling, a niggard, a 
: churle, who is noted to be a man of an ex'l{eye : becauſe 
his eye doth make him to defire other mens goods, toennie 
his ne'ghbours proſperitie, and to begrudge thole that come 
vato his table, the very meate which they cate: as appeareth 
chap. 23.6.7. ha#teth to be rich,ſetteth his minde ypon wealth, 
Y ndin all the hatte wonld be maſter of it, hoping by oyling, 
& ndpinching, and falſchood,and all corrupt ſhits ro artaine 

toabundance,and conſidereth not, little thinketh,or dreameth 
OY that cucrhe ſhall proue a begger, or a bankerwpe, though po- 
vertie purſue him ſo faſt that it 1s reavie ro ticad vpon his 
eeles, See chap, 21.verl.5, 


"= Verl.2;. He that rebrketh a man ſhall finde more fanonr in 
theend,then he that flattereth wuh h', tongue, 


el E that rebnketh a man|Vpon iuſt cauſe, inloue,and the 

ſpirit of ineeknes, with wifedome and dilcretion, ſhall 
indmore fanonr in th end,thoughat the firlt he ſeeme to blow 
the fire, and kindle the flame of difleaſure and hatred againſt 
; limſelfe, hen bee that flattereth with his tongue, which doth 
F both wen in their corruptions,and animate themintheir fin- 


F full vy : forplaine and faithtull dealing with other,is the rea- 
4 welt way to-procure loue and g00d ik ng to ones lelte, The 
. aſe prophets were wont to ſtrengthen the hands of the WiCe ' 
i led Kings ©f Ifrac), and to give them allowance in all their . 


nnes: and yer Eliſha which told them of their faults, and re- 
wouedthem plainly, was more countenanced and graced by 
vm, then all the crue and tabbleof thole ſweete mouthed - 


a Uubacks: for God bath mens hearts in his havds,and diſpo- 
b of all their mindes and affections. If they bee pyons 
an 
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Prou.24.35, 


Exod.21,15, 


438 Provenns. Chay.53, 


and godly,his words and grace will cauſe them to entertaiae 
their loving admonitions with loue,and good ag pus for 
they diſcerne ofthy fairhfulneſſe, and the benefir that acrew. 
eth vnto them by thy rebukes: if as yet they bee nor wiſe and 
godly,yetintime they may,and thine admonition may be an 
helpe to cure themof thei: follie,and aſſoone as they are hea. 
led, they will forthwith grow thanktull. And what though 
they ſhould remaine peruerſe, and never bee reformed, nor 
cometoacknowledge thy faichfull dealing ? yer others will, 
as wercadein another ſentence, and God himſelfe will give 
thee praiſe and commendation, as he abhorreth thoſe thatiu. 
flifie the wicked : and it isin his power to make euery man ci. 
ther beloued,or hated,to be honoured, or to be deſpiſed, 


Verſ. 24. Whs ſo robbeth bis father or bis mother andſaith, ; 


It is no tranſgreſſion, the ſame u a companion to a deFtroyer, 


VV ſo robbeth his father or his mother, |Spoileth them * 
of their ſubſtance, & the things they haue,avd ſaith, - 
either in his mind te himſelfe, or with his tongue to others, ? 
by way of iuſtification, it «no tranſgreſſion, it 1s 2 matter of © 
nothing,whatnecd all theſe ſtirres about it? theſe goods be- Þ 
long to mee, they ſhould bee mine in time, I'have my partin Þ 
them, why ſhould I nottake ſome of them ? z5 a companion toa | 


deftroyer, is to be reckoned with a maiiflayer, and is to be pu- 
niſhed with death as well as hee : for wrongs done to a mans 


parents are more hainous then ſuch as are offered to common # 
perſons : for it is an high breach of Gods commandement Þ 
which enioyneth children to honour their parents: andifit } 
be ſo neceflarieto relieuerhem.,and ſo great a fault to be neg- | 


ligent of them, it muſt needs be a great indignitie, and fearfull 
offence to bereaue them of their ſubſtance which ſhould 


maintaine them; andto laytheeuiſh hands vpoa chat whichs * 


good child after a ſort would cfteeme as ſacred : and how can 


2inatter of greefe be giuen vnto them, but the ſame is alſo g- 2 


uen ynto the Lord, for yiolatiou of his law, if hee were not # 


God,andimpatible of griefe? 
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Verſ.25, Hethat is of « 11d heart Virreth wp ſtrife : but be 
that trw/tetb in the Lord j4. -c ade ſat. 


E that % of « proud heart, | Which hath large defires of 
honour and applauſe,and wv ould haue no preſerments or 
praiſe, to paſſe by himſelfe ro ot!10r5, arrerh wp 7r:ife, maketh 


quarrels,and raileth contentio! that le detpiieth bis bree 


thren,and never thinketh ir! iuſhciently re:nefted 
according to his worthines on 114 " 177 TNe 10 be Wore 
thie of crolles,deniall,or re : - 15 the rote of all 
contentions, See chap. 17, 1©. 5» » * tr2:14th mm the 
Lora, which is lowlie in his © ©: 20{mng confi 
dence in the fleſh, but in :!'+ ©: "1; "OLCNCIE 
, of God, ſhall be made f.::. ( i£5,and 
good proſperity, hke th.:'c ! 1n 
good plight, faring well, ati: 1». -20r 
rather like vnto ſhceep,or other c2t! 000d pa- 
ſture,and hauc a good keeper to wiv. .v looke vn- 
tothem, To thispurpoſe tenderhthe '+ vrec and twene 


tech Palme, The ſame fimilitude 314/2c1y vieth, faying ; bur 


to you that fearc my name ſhellthe ſowre of righteonſneſſe ariſe, Mal.2 2. 
& , 3 


bealing ſhalt be vnder his Wings,a? a reſhallgoe forth as calues 
of the jtaule. Wheras on the contrarie {ide,thoſe high minded 
andeurbulc nt contenders may bee comparedro wolues, and 
maſterlefſe dogges which live by (poyles, and are drigento ra- 
ven abovr for ail that they cate, and therfore are leane, thinne, 
and hun ger-ttarued. The oppoſition is : He that # of a proud 
beart, truliech ro himſele,ftirrerh vp frife, and is penurious, 
and pinched with neceſſity : buthe that is of an humble heart 
—_ in the Lord, delighted with peace, and fatte with 
plentie, | 


Verſ. 26. Hethat trufteth im his awne heart is a foole : but 
be that walketh wiſely ſoall be delimered. 


thing belonging to himlelfe, 2s in bis wiſedome, in 


. H5 that trufteth in his owne heart,] In himſclfe, or any 
- k 2 Rrength, 


490 ProveRBs. Chap.18, 


firengrh, in his riches, ſpecially in his merits and goodneſle, 
which imagineth tharhe hath no need of the helpe oraduice 
of others,and rfuſerh to follow the direQtion that 1s giuen by 
the miniitery of Gods word, or the countell of his faithful 
triends,zs 4 foole, impious and wicked, ablurd, fottifh,and im- 
proudent tor h11{elte ; for God will conutnce tum ot tollie, hy 
joflicting plagues vpon him for his fooliſh conceit, and ſiufull 
bchauiour : but he that walketh wiſely, that prudeutly demea- 
neth himſelte,according to che counſels and precepts of wile. 
dome,tollowing the fame,and nor the fond pertwation of his 
owne mind, /ha'! be del1aered, ſhall bee preterued trom talling 
into plagues and 1udgements, and holpen out of thole inexe» 
crable calamives, wherewith he ſeemeth irrecouerably intan- 
pled The oppoſition 1s : He that truſteth m bis owne wiſedome 
3 a foole, walketh fooliihly,and ſhall both hoke into, ani bee 
held ta't in miſcrie : but hee that hath no conhdence in liim- 
ſeite,valk-th wiſely,and /hall be delmered, 


, Verſ.27, He that gineth to the poore ſhall not [ache : but he 
that hideth his ezes ſhall haue mary curſes. 


E that giaeth,] Liberally and freely ro the poore, to ſuch 

as ſtand in need, ſhall not /ache, any thing that God ſhall 
ſeeto be good,or meet tor him, Sce chap. 11. 25, and 22.9, 
but be that hiazth by eyes, trom the poore, {. »m beholding 
racir miſerie, that eicher will not looke vporis them 11 their 
wants,or Ciilrefles,or not bee affected with commuleration or 
pitieac che fight thereof: ( for ſome reſtraining their hybt or 
prelence,they will nat at all come vnto, viſit, or lee their bre- 
thren in eheir;neceſſicies and atthctions : others catt their eyes 
vponthem,bur without all compaſſion, or fechng,and are no- 
thing thereby (tirred vp to beneficence, and mercy) /hall ha#e 
many earſes, is lubiect to haue manitold plagues from the 
Lord, by: h before their death, and at che reſurrection : tor it 
the Lori (oe lo ſeue ely puniſh a pitileſſe earc that will not 
compallionacely hearken to the cries of the poore, thatthe 
partie hiunſelfe ſhall crie often, and not bee heard, hee will no 
more 
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Verſe 18. Pzxovnnns. 491 
more ſpare 2 mercileſſe eye, that will take no notice of the 
needs of them that are oppreſſed with ſcarcitie and famine : 
but that he ſhall ſhew his lamentable Rate, and nor be holpen, 


Verſ. 28. When the wicked riſe, men hide themſelues : but 
when they periſh,the righteous encreaſe, 


V Hen the wicked riſe, | To promotion and gouern- 
ment,they raiſe vp ſuch tormes, that godly and righ- 

teous men are driuen to ſceke ſhelter or couer againſt their 
rannie,or outrage :as Daxid did in Saslr time: as the Pro- 

| wa didin Achabstime; and thoſe holy men fpoken ofinthe 

Hebrewes, which wandred vp and downe in ſheepe thins, and Hebat, 

goate 1hins,im wilderneſſes, and monntames, d:ns, and canes of 

the earth : But when they per:/þ,when they die : (for the death l 

ofthe wicked is periſhing)or are put out of their offices,or de. Plal 49.10, 14- | h 

poſed from their dignities,or linkein their cltate, rhe righte= þ 

"1 encreaſe, both in number, and courage; becauſethole 

that through feare kept themſclues cloſe before, doe boldly 

zppeare and ſhew themſelues. They ſwarme as a hiue of Bees 

1 a warme ſunnie day : they multiply and encreatc in cities, 

townes,and countreyes, boldly embracing the truth, and per- 

forming the duties of righteouſneſle themſelues, and winning 

others ro the ſame by their perſwaſion, and example : forthe 

deftrution of the wicked is the good of the Church; as it 

came to paſſe after Hamans hanging : for not onely the Iewes 

had encouragement, and free liberty co ſerue the Lord, andto 

exerciſe his worſhip; but ochers allo adioyned themſclues vn- 

to them, and embraced their religion : for it is faid, that ma- 

By of the people of the land became ewes. The oppoſition is: Heſt8,rp; 

When the wickedriſe,the righteows hide themſelues, and are di- 

miniſhed : bus when they periſh, they ſhew themſclucs, and are 

encreaſed, 


Kk ; CHAP, 


Prnoverts. Chap.29, 


CHaPTER XAXIX, 


— 


Verſ. 1, Hee that being often reproned hardeneth hic necke, 
ſpall ſuddenly be deftroyed without remedie, 


EARN the former part of this ſentence the ſinne of 
7 {0 obſtinacie is reproued; in the latter,the puniſh- 
7; NF ment is declared the ſinne is, that bring often 
| Vt) reproned,by Gods miniftery,or mens rebukes, 
I) hardeneth his nethe, refuſeth tro ſubmit him- 

"© Felfe, (ir is a metaphor taken from oxen, or 0- 
ther beaſts, rhat reie the yoake which ſhould bee put ypon 
them,and willnot bow their necke vnto it, ) the ſame ſimili- 
tude is ved in the prophefie of Zacharie, where it is ſaid; That 
they receined to hearben and pulled away the Þ,oulder, and op» 
ped their eares that they ſhould net heare. The puniſhmentis; 
he ſhall ſnddenly be deſtroyed without remedie, wherein their 
plagues are aggravated, and made grieuous by three circum- 
Kances : the firlt is the ſuddenneſſe, that they ſhall come ſpee- 
dily,and vnawares ypon thern ; when they ſhall bee leaſt loo- 
ked for,ot feared,they ſhall ſeaze ypon them ſooner then they 
thought, and make ſtrange alteration ſooner then could bee 
1magined : the Lord will not be along time in bringing them 
to ruine,as they by the ſpace of many daies, moneths, or yeers 
together refuſed corteHion : but hee in an houre, or ſhorter 
ſpace, will quite overthrowthem. The ſecond is the quantity 
of greatneſſe thereof, ſhall #+ deftroyed, or as the word is,bro- 
ken in peeces: it will not bee a ſmall punch, but an heawie 
Atroke,it will cruſh them, accordivg as hee ſaithin the ſecond 
Pſalme, Thow ſhalt breae them in peeces like a potters veſſel, 
it will betheir downefall,and vtter yndoing. The third is the 
continuance,or perpetuitie of their miſery, it is without reme- 
at, like a deſperate diſcaſe,or death it ſelfe, that can neuer be 
cured, Iſaiah doth in like manner exagperate this their de- 
truion 
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ſiruQion by the ſelfeſame adiunQts, or circumſiances, faying ; 

Thu iniquitie ſhall be to you as a breach that falleth, or a ſwel- 

ling in an high wall, whoſe breaking commeth ſuddenly in a ma« 

ment, and the breal.ing thereof is like the breaking of a potters 

pet, which is broken without pitie, and in the break: "g thereof, 
there is not found 4 ſheard to take fire ont of the hearth,or to take 
water ont of the pit, 


Ifa.39.13-14 


| Verſe 2. #hen the righteous are in authority the people re- 
tojce : but when the wicked beareth rule, the people monrne, Sce 
chap. 11. verſ. 10, 

3. Who ſo loueth wiſedome reiocerh his father : but he that 
keeperb companie with barlots, ſpendeth bis ſubilance, 


V Ho ſo loweth wiſedome reiozceth his father, | Maketh 

his parents glad thereby, See chap.10.1. But be that 
teepeth companie with harlots, ſpenderh his ſubſtance, conſt- 
merh all that he hath, and commeth in cheiend to beggerie, 
See chap. 5.9. 

The oppoſition is : He that is wiſe, and keepeth good compa- 
wie, picſerueth his ſubFtance,and reioyceeth his parents : but he 
that keepeth companie with harlots, conſumerh his ſubltance, 
and ſois a greefe to his parents. 


Verſ.4. A King by iudgement efabliſheth a lard : but he that 
recereth gifts onerthroweth it, 


Good K »#g, Or ruler, by indgement, by faithful executi- 

on of iudgemert to every one, eſtabliſherh a land, con- 
firmerh his dominions in peace and proſperity: for equitie, iu- 
lice, and good gouernment, is the maine piller, and ftay 
of the common good of kingdomes and people: as may well 
de obſcruedin the hiſtories of the Kings of Iudah, chat allthe 
while they gauethemfelues co fer vp true religion, and puniſh 
lngheir kingdomes were in {zſety, and they ever got thevi- 
Qotic oner their enemies + for by this meanes ſpoyler $ {hall be 
ſopprefſed, the woolues and dogs ſhall bee refirained from 
| KKk 4 worry- 
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worrying the flocke : the hurtfull weedes ſhall be pluckedyp 
from annoying the good hearbes : and Gods bleſſing ſhall be 
powred downe for proteRtion,peace and plentie : but be that 
receineth gifts,to peruert iudgment,and is a bribe-taker,ouer- 
throweth it, doth what in him licth to worke the bane and ru» 
ine of the Common-wealth , vndermining the foundations 
thereof : For the ſinne of briberie and corruption is an abomi- 
nation to the Lord: and therefore ſuch a tranſgrefſor pulleth 
downe his iudgements ypon the place where it is committed: 
by this mezacs (no place beiog leſt for right, but for gifts) 
there will be great dangers of mutinies and faRtions from 
thoſe maleconcented perions which are grieued with wrongs 
and iniuftice:and hereby a window is ſet open for ſuch par. 
tialitie,and hope of impunity,that all ſorts of ſinnes,the peſti- 
lence ard plagues of Common-wealths, muſt needes increaſe 
daily,and multiplie exceedingly. | 
eA King which refuleth gifts, by indgement eitabliſheth 4 
land : but be that receineth gifts by iniultice,deftroyeth it, 


Verſ.5. «A man that flattereth his neighbour preadeth anet 
for bu feete, 


A Man that flattereth his neighbour | Speaking him faire 
when he ſhould reproue him, and calling euil] good in 
him, fpreaderh a net for his feete,laieth waite to draw himinto 
miſchicfe; either by ſeeking aduantage againſt his ſoule, by 
poyſoning, and corrupring that with prefumprion, pride,and 
impenitencie: or again(t his (late, by (eeking aduantages to 
come within him, and to make a prey of him : or againſthis 
credic,drawing himinto obloquie, and cauſing him to beeuill 
ſpoken of,and hee himſelfe is like to be moſt forward in bla 
Zing abroad his faulrs, when he is privie chereunto : or perad- 
venture to bring him into danger, for the hazard of his life, 


When by craftie meanes he hath gorten him into his hand. So | 


that flattering and deceitful friends be ſecret and hurtful ene- 
mes: like fowlers who firew corne,or lay a baite, as it were 
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meane time they lay anet, or ſer a grinne to catchthem, or 
ticke vp lime-rwigges to intangle them. Almoli all the Pro= 
phers complaine df theſe treacherous perſons: a5 Danid doth 
once,and againe, and many times: and CHicah faith, They all 
lie in waite for blood,enery one hunteth bis brother with an xet; 
which is farre more perilous, and whereby they worke grea- 
ter annoyance,then if they purſued him with a ſword, which 
would be eaſlicr ſeene, feared, and auoided. 


Ver(.6. [n the trauſoreſſion of an exill man,there 1 a ſnare : 
but the righteons doth ſing and reoyce, 


]” the tranſgreſſion of an exill man] In the ſinne that an evill 
man commitreth, what contentation, or hope ſocucr hee 
hathin it,and chough it ſeeme vnto him never ſo ſafe and de- 
liphtfull, yer there #5 4 ſnare in it, which God in iuttice hath 
lid to keepe him ſure, and to hold him faſtto righteous pu- 
niſhment : and the diuecll in craft doth lay it to illude and be» 
puile him,and make a prey of him. His lamentable and feare- 
tull caſe in this behalfe, B:/dad at large deſcribeth, ſaying, The 


gronne ſhall take him by the heele, and the robber ſhall prenaile lob18.9.10.18 


againſt bim : the ſnare ts laid for hims in the ground, andthe trap 
in the way. Terronrs ſhall make him afraid on exery ſide, and 
erive him to his feete, But the righteous ſhall ſing and reioyce, 
as the pleafures,delights,and conteriments of the wicked ha- 
uing a hooke in them to catch them by the iawes, or elſe a 
ſaareto intangle their feere, doe turne to their ſorrow and 
woe in the end: So the teares, and ſighes, the forrowes,and 
ahQions of Gods people in all their painfull, troubleſome, 
and diigracefull ſeruices,as the world elteenm: thoft them, doe 
turne ynto their con-fort and (i1-gular conſolation,as itis here 
argued by the ſigne or effect o! ſinging, Ot this charge on 
both ſides the Prophet maketh mention after :his ſorr, ſaying, 


Behold my ſernants ſhall eate, and ye ſhalbe hungrie : my ſer» Eſai.26,13.14. 


wants ſhall drinke, but yee ſhall be thiritee : behold my ſernants 
ſeal reioyee, but ye ſhall be aſhamed. my ſerwants ſhall ſing for 
10) 


496 Proves. Cha).29, 
hoy of beart,but ye ſhall howle for ſorrow of heart, and vexation 
irit, 
Nbe oppoſition is : /n the tranſgreſſion of the wicked there i 
4 ſnare, and therefore they ſhall mourne and howle: but in 
the obedience of the righteous there is {afetic, andtherctore 
they ſhall reioce and ſing. 


Verſ.7. The righteoxs coxſidereth the cavſe of the yoore: but 


the wicked regardeth not to know it. 


Tz righteous conſidereth the canſe of the poore,] Doth 
informe himſclfe by the beſt meanes hee can of the 
ſtare and equitie thereof, and knowing ir, doth approve of it, 
and himſclfcallowipg thereof,doth labour that right alſo ac- 
cording thereto, may be yeelded ymo it:hereot ob propo- 
ſeth himſelſe for an exainple, ſaying, / was the eyes to the blind, 
and [ was the feere to the lame. 1 was a father to the poore,and 
when [ knew not the cauſe,1 ſought it out diligently. [ brake al- 


ſo the iawes of the unrighteons man,and plucked the prey ont of 7 


bu teeth, Bat the Wicked regardeth not to know it, hee hath no 
mindeto-lookeinto,ordetend the cauſe of the poore;willing 
he isco hageit 2s Iittle fifredinco, or debated, as may be, and 
when x 15 queſtioned and rtifted into, he would be glad to ſee 
little equitie in it, but that his complaints ſhould appeareto be 
yniuttclainours,to theend hee might with lefſe d1{grace giue 
countenance tothe poore mans wealrhie aduerſaric, and gra- 


tific him by patſmg the ſentence on his fide, 


Verſ\.8, Srornefull men bring a citie mto a ſnare: but wiſe | 


mer. tHrne away wrath, 


Cornefull men] Men deſperate in wickednes, which deride 


Fall inftrutions and goodnefic,ſuch as haue giuen oucr,and 
foldtchemſeluesrothe prattife of iniquitie, bring a citie into 4 
ſnare,indangerthefame;and be air were authors of the ruine 
of che ſame,(vrasthe word will well and properly beare hy 
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{fire on 2 cicie,or blow it vp +though all ofthem bee not a. iapbichs, 
gents in powder plots, yer none of them is free from conſpira- 
cie againſt Prince and people, againfi the publike tate of the 
Common-wealth,and euery perticular mans fortunes, by their 
crying tinnes of high contempt of God and religion, andther- 
by incenſing the diſpleaſure ofthe Lord againſt the whole na- 
tion, For finfal! men be dangerous and hurtfull in all places 
where they dwell : their connlell is peſtilent : their ex2mple is 
ſcandalous, their abominarions doe haſten Gods judgements 
ypon al their neighbours: xr righteous menturne away wrath, 
pacifie the Lords diſpleaſure, and Ray the iudgements which 
| MM ze readie to fall, by their prayers and humiliation: by their 
HF fiithfulnes and obedience : and by their whole intentiue ſlu- 
\ OY dir anderave!! to expel! finne our of the places where they 
| dwel,and to purge away thoſe prouocations which may draw 
KH connethe curie ypon them, and their neighbours, See chap» 
: ter 11.12, 
The oppoſition is : Scorneſwil men do kindle Gods wrath, 

"Y 2ndchereby doe bring the city in a ſnare, and expole it to de- 
" WY fiution: br v: 

"YN firudtion : but righteous men do twrne away wrath,and ther- 
by deliuer the citic fromperill. 


Verſ.9. If a wiſe man contend with 4 foole, whether he be ang- 
rie,or lawgh,there ts no veſ?. 


= 4 wiſe wan [Induced with vnderſtanding and pietie,contend 
with a foole, with a peruerſe and obftinate ſinner, conuin- 
2 cinghimof his faules, or perſwading him to any go0d,or ina- 

'Y ty fort debate the matter with him contrary to his liking,whes 

Y ther the wiſe man be avgrie, deal: roughly or ſharply with 

JM him,or langh,vſe more mildnes, or gentlenes in his diſcourſe, 

OY threw novel, hee gaineth no eaſe, or profit by it, the ocher is 
| loincorrigible : For they that Joue ſinne,peruert and quarrell 
tall meanes that ſhould reclaimc them fromthe ſame : For if 

he be deale with in good fadnefſe, carneftly with a {terne and 
aftere countenance : if waightic reaſons be alleaged, or for- 


|; able ſpeeches or perfwaſicns be yſcd,all this will bee ina 


r 
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for yncharitablenes, for iudging, for cenſuring, for rigorous 
vrging of the law : but if hee be intreated withthe ſpirit of 
mildnes,with humble requeſt, with faire ſpeech, with friendly 
lookes, with all conrteous ani! gently vſage, this maketh him 
the more inſolent,hethinkerth cnat he is much feared, andthey 
Care not reproue him as a man faultie : if this gentlenes be nor 
this way wrelted, then it carriethan imputation of diſhmula. 
tion and flatterie, that they ſpeake him faire,and tawne ypon 
him, but loue him not, /oh» came mourning, living more 
Krigly, and preaching more roundly then ordinarfly Chrift 
did,and him the froward companie of the Phariſies, ard their 
adherents,accuſed to deale with a wicked ſpirit,and to be poſe 
ſeſſed with a diuell, Our Saujour Chriſt was farre more ſo« 
ciable and affable, hee vſed refreſhings by wine,and meares, 
after a more liberal manner, and with greater libertie,and his 
miniſterie was morelightſome and comfortable, and hee was 
taxed with epicuriſme,and yoluptuouſnes, as if he had been 2 
mate both in licentiouſnes,and ſocietic with the wortt. 


Verſ.10. The bloodthirftie hate the vpright : but the init , 


fſeeke his ſoule, 
f | aw bloodthirftie ] Cruell men, and ſuch as are miſchie+ 


uouſly minded, hate,carrie malice in their hearts, and ac- 
cordingly purſue in their words and ations, him that is »p* 


right, eucry one which looketh carefully to his eps, that hee 
in good couerſation may pleaſe the Lord, and be profitable 3 


to his brethren: for rhe worſe any man is, the more maleuc- 
lent minde he beareth againſt ſuch as are faithfull and godly. 
It is the note of a damnable and mercilefle man, to be at dead- 
ly enmitie with any one who hath any goodneſle 1n him : be- 
cauſe the light of the one reproueth the darknefſſe of che other, 
andthe courſe of both their conuerſations is quite contrarie: 
and therefore Kain at the beginning ofthe world (in a man- 
ner) hated Abel his owne brother, his onely brother, and that 
todeath, Eſavs wickednefle in the Scripture offcred to our 
view, in his rancour toward plaine,innocent,and hermclels 
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Jaceb : Achab profeſſed his hatred toward El4ah : and Saul 
declarcd his in purſuit of Daxid : and the enuie of the Scribes 
and Paariſces coward Chritt, 1s ſcarce Y IKNOWNE tO 2! 1y.God 
in his decree hath appointed thar it ſhould be fo, and: herefore 
Kt cannot 5e otherwite: for Satans brood nNeucr coutd, NOT Ce 
ver thai! | beare loung affection to the teed of the woman : he 
that hath a quarrell again{t Chriſt in his Got {-cil, will alfo cer- 
ninly maligne Chiitt in his members, thou oh they werethe 
neerelt, or belt by xindred or nature vnto him : bat the itt, ,vur 
the godly, and kind hearted: people, whom hee callethiuft, Le- 
cauic of the fruites O! their righe ata and ImCICY, V7. ſeek e 

b:s ſoule, care gicatly to maintamne and defend his lite, where= 

o! the blood te men would fo faine bereauec him : as Obadiah 

ddthe Prophets, whom hoe hid from the violet and cruel 

hand of Achab and /ezabel: and Abedmelech infpeaking to 

tie King in the behalte of 7eremrah, thar he ſhoul fi notbce 

zfamiſhed inthe; rilon, Sec Ciiap. 24.10. 


Verl.1r. eA foole vitereth all his mind: but 4 wiſe man wil! 
Keepe HEIR tull after ward, 


Ar vitereth all his mind, He hat); noth ing in him but 
he will eaſily bewray it : for he blazer; ; abroad his owne 
ſecrets, yea and his ftiends countels, incents, and aftaires vn- 
leal lonably; and therefore kee iz heere comparcd tO an yntru- 
gall! houſc- keeper, which law:(heth out that in a day, which 
my be tufhce himſelfe and hs th miltc a whole weeke : but 4 
wſe man, he that hath a (lay of him! felte, andis ct due, | wita 
Cilcretion beepeth it in till afterward, he containcth woatloe- 
uer he hath ; in his mind, and icfcructh bis tpeech vntothe fite 
telt lea{on, that hee may viccer it in time and place molt com» 


n:0010us, Sce chap. 14.33-and 15. 2: 
yp. / - 
Verſe l2, Of a ruler that hearkeneh to lies, all 1s [ermants 


are wicked, 


Þ$ ruler that hearkeneth to lies, )] Which adimitteth them 


unto his cares, and giueth entercainment to _— his 
cart, 


Paovnrss. 


heart,which is theproperty of a wicked man, which maketh 
his mind and ſenſes a fincke, wherinto al the filthy channels do 
emptiethemſclues, al his ſerwants are wicked, delighted alſo 
to heare lies, and report them, to ſurfeit with the exceſſe of 
leafings, and falſhood, andto vomit out the ſame into their 
maſters boſome : for cuill maſters be commonly peſtred with 
leaud ſervants: as was Caiphas the high Prictt, whoſe very 
maides and wenches were fraught with malice, and readie to 
picke quarrels whereby to intangle the Diſciples of our Savi. 
our. And this commeth to paſſe, becauſe Gods judgement is 
lague them with illuders : as eAchab was with 
ets: and their owne choyce is of ſuch as will 
humour them, and ſerue their turnes. 


vpon them,to 


the falſe Prop 


Verſ. 13. The poore and the vſurer meet together, andthe 
Lord lighteneth both their eyes. 


He poore and the vſurer,] The needie and wealthie (hee 
doth by a Periphrafis call rich men yſurers,becauſe com- 
monly vſurers are rich men, and many rich men pet their 
goods by vſurie, or other indire& courſes ; or haning by ber- 
ter meanes gotten a ſtocke, doe afterwards let out the ſame 
for vſe and intereſt, The words be indifferently tranſlated,men 
of v{uries, or men of deceits.) Meet together, either in com- 
panie,or in (tate; the-poore growing to wealth, and ſo is made 
the rich mans equall, or ſuperiour; or the rich falling into de- 
cay,and ſo is become the poore mans companion or inferiour: | 
as trauellers comming from divers, and ſomtimes contrarie 
waies,doe meet the one with the other in their pzflage, or ar- 
rine atthe ſame place, The ſame fimile is pointed at inthe 
ſame word, though for a different purpoſe, Pſalm, 85. 10.11. 
There is a meeting alſo of ballances, when the higher ſcaleis 
made heaujer,and finketh downeward,and the lower becom« 
meth lighter,and riſeth ypward, vncill there bee euen waight : 
Cheſed ve- letthe reader conſider which of the compariſons is the more 
emeth niph- fic. The Lord !ighteneth both their eyes, giveth cach of them & 

their life, and their being, and yſe of ſcaſes, boyh of ſeeing, ® 
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Perſe 14. ProvnRes. 591 
which is periphraſtically deſcribed by the illumination 5: their 
eyes,and of hearing, tal ing,&c, The illumination of the -yes 
is taken in other rexrs of $ciipture : as in the firſt chapter of 
hhn,and the eighth yerſe : /x ir (meaning in Chriſt ) was life 
and the life was the light of man : and inthe ninth verſe : rhe 
vu the trus light that lighteneth enery one that commeth into 
thewor/d : and the propher praying for defence againſt his e- 
nemies,that his life might be proreRed, and not caken away 
dytheir violence, entreateth the Lord co /ighten his eyes that 


Sd. EPR. ak. AG. © Te 9% AE = 


be [leepe not in death + the ſenſe then is alrogether one, orlittle Pſal.r; 3. 


ifferent from that ſentence which wee haue expounded in a- 
nother place : the rich and the poore meet tegether,and the Lord 
irthe maker of them both. And tendethro this purpoſe, that 
abeit an outward eftate doe make an imparitie berweene one 
and another amongſt men,yet ſo it doth not beforethe Lord: 
hee createth all; hee giueth and preſerveth lifeto all; hee be- 

'F foweth the benefic of ſenſes ypon all : the abundance of the 
rich communicateth not this,nor the ſcarcity of the poore de- 
privech him of it, 


Verſ14. The King that indgeth the poore in truth, his throne 
foull be eftabliſhed for ener, 


F s For King, Euery Magiſtrate: but henameth him, becauſe 
"'Y 4 heischiefe, and others are withoutchrones, wherewith he 
J » dignified, char indgeth the poore in trath, that defendetha 
Y fooremanina juſt cauſe : (for the Lord eſpecially reſpected 
* thepoore in the yſe of magiſtracie, as hee commandeth inthe 
Y Palme, Doe right to the poore and fatherleſſe, 

pore and needie, Detiner the poore and needie, ſane them from 
the hand of the wic':ed: becaulc theſe are weake, and ſubiect 
® many dangers, an farre v5ableto refift the violence of 
the mighty ) b threz: ſhall tee eftabliſhed for emer, his king- 
ome, gouernme":t, and proſperous ſtate ſhall continue. See 


P:-16,12, and 20, 28, 
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502 PROVERBS. Chap.29. 
Verſ. 15. The rod and reproofe gine wiſedome : but a child 
left to himſelfe,maketh his mother aſhamed. 


; fp rod,] Stripes, or correQtions giuen by the hand ynto 
a child, when need and occaſion requireth it, and re- 
proofe, that is, a rebuke giuen by word, ſomerimes threatning, 
or any kind of ſharpe ſpeeches, giveth wiſedome, are inſtru- 
ments and meanes to make him wile, by terrifying him from 
his faults, and cauſing him to looke better to his waies for 
feare of blame,and (mart of puniſhment, See chap,22. 15. but 
4 child left to himſelfe, to follow his owne will, ana doe what 
he luſtech without reſtraint, being neicher chattered with the 
rod,nor controled with words, but fondly cockered and born 
with in all faults : as e4«0n1ah was by Darid : vameth his mos 
ther, is a greefc an] reproch to both his parents, bur elpecially 
to his mother, hom more audaciouſly hee contemnerh : and 
becauſe ſhee is commonly more acccflarie to his Giflolute be- 
hauiour ther the father, who can hardly abide that her Car= 
ling, in his tenver age,ſhould bec roughly ſpoken veto,or 
ſharpcly deale withall, Sce chap. 1 5.20. 

The oppoſition is:T he rod and reproofe gine wiſedome, ard 
therefore a child well nurtured, and Culy k- pt viider, is anh0- 
nour and creditto his paxents : but ncgl«& of the rod anvre- 
buke doe nounſh follic ; and therefore 4 child left ro hiniſel/e, 
doth minifter greefe to both his parents, but ſpecially hee ma» 
keth his motheraſhamed, 


Verſe 16. When the wicked are multiplied, tranſpreſſion is en» 
ereaſed : but the righteous ſhall ſee then fall. 


VV Hen thewicked are multiplied, | Either in n umber,but 
ſpecially in their etiate, tranſgreſſion encreaſeth, they 
are the more rebellious, and ſinne with greater audeciouſnes, 
andpreſumption: asthe prophetſaith; es thc; were encrea- 
ſed, ſothey ſinned againit me ; therefore I will turne their glory 
into ſhame, And therefore Hoſes doth lively deſcribe the ve- 
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nome of vnſanQified proſperity, which maketh men fierce a- 
painft God himſelfe, who adifhly like<hankleſſe beaſts doe 
winſc, and fpurne at him with their heeles, But lelurun wax- 
ed fat,ena k:cted; thou art waxen fart, thon art growne thicke, Deut.z2.15, 

thou art comered with f.utneſſe : they he for ſnobe God which made 

him, and lightly efteemed of the roc'e of his ſaluation, Their | 
pride which alwaies growerth as falt as their fortunes, is a prin= 
cipall cauſe of their contempe : and h,cir power ſcructh them 
to beare out all matters without puniſhment, or refiltance : 
when they were fewer,and had lefle,they were as tenderpric= 
kles; bur now by growth, and encreaſle of fap,they are become 
brambles,and ſharpe thornes ; now they can doc milchicfe by 
force and violence: now they can preuaile with othersto bee 
lixe vnto themſclues,by perſwaſions, by counſels, by counte- 
nance,by impunitie,and by proteCion : but therighteons ſhall 
ſee therr fall, their deſtruction and ouerthrow : as 1f he ſhould 
have ſaid, the number, the greatneſle, and the ſinfulnes oftheſe 
wicked miſcreants,is vndoubredly a trouble, and feare tothe 
nghteous : but let them not be diſcouraged, they (hall as well 
ſee them come downe, as they did to riſe vp: for neither 
might,nor multitude will keepe finners from deftruction: for 
though a tree have many branches, and great bowes, and 
krong armes, yer 1t is not defended thereby from the axe, 
or blaſts of the wind ; and therefore God will haue his people 

leethceirruine; as ſometimes they ſaw the Egyptians drows= 

ned,or Haman hinged : becauſe they ſhould partake of com- 

fort after many ſorrowes, and yeeld vnto him the honour of 
his truth, when they behold the performance of his promiſe, 

andthe cfficacie of 1.is prouidence : and thereby the ruine of 
mpious perſons is made the more bitter aud burthenſome vit- 

tothem, when they ſhall ſeethem to bee ſpectators of their 

miſerie, whoſe fall they hoped for, and whoſe happineſle they 

mligned, 


Ll Verſ.17. 


504 Provanss. Cha).2g, 


roſe 18, 


Verſe 18, 
that kgepe th 


Verſ. 17. Correft thy ſonne and he ſhall gine thee reft, yea hee 
ſrallgine delight to thy ſoule., 


Orret thy ſonne,] Admoniſh thy child, cither ſonne or | 
aughter, by rebukes and checkes, or (if need require) VV 


ſite them with the rod or wand,according to the quality of ſon 


bet 


the fault,and the yeeres and ſtature of thy child, and hee ſhall his word: (to 
ine thee reſt ; wheras before his misbehauiour and euill man- led a viſion, | 
ners did trouble and diſquict thee, now his reformation and people periſh, 
amendment ſhall put an end to thy griefe, and feares, andre. | of ſoule and 
freſh thee after thy teares and ſorrow for him, if God adde his | tions of Satay 
bleſſing to thine endeauours : andthisis the beſt meanesthat 7 —_ tOt 
can bee ved, euen his owne ordinance for that purpoſe: for KY 75 -©® Im] 
nurtured children, whoſe hearts God doth ſmite with humi- God, and co! 
liation for their faults, as parents ſmite their backe with the textitis ſaid 
rod, or their eares with reproofes, doe (as ir were) bring a | and weapon: 
cheere of quietneſle vnto them, after their dread and paines: | backes, (inw 
they ſhall need to take no thought for them afcer grace is kea)or to peo 
wrought in their hearts, they may ſleepe quietly vpon their F to paſſe, thar 
beds,and put away all diftruſtfull cogitations, and he /vallgine £ ortoſted wit] 
delight to thy ſole, his ingenuitic, towardnefle, and vertuous ſhame and c« 
diſpoſition will affe& thine heart, and cheere vp thy ſpirits, tor Þ Whois ſaid 
that his goodnefſe which thou doft pretently x + an and that oughe to 
that future happineſſe which thou dot foreſee to remaine for bke,or ſealeg 
him : for euen as a ground well rilled, or drefſed, or trees well ſound doQrin 
pruned,or looked vnto, bring forth to the husbandman ſweet famine of the 
flowers, good commodities,and deleable fruits : ſo the well | when the wo! 
ouerned child will ytter ſuch gratious ſpeeches, ſhew him- faithfully, anc 
Without a /? eph 


elfe ſo obſequious, and traRtable to all good inſtruftions, 

and cuery way conforme himſelfe to the contentation of his = yon che 
> mag that their ſoule ſhall haue great delight and comfort i | ich conſcio 
in 
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Verſe 18, Where there is no viſion the people periſh : but they 
that kgepe the law are bleſſed, | 


Vir there ts no viſion] Where there is no whole- + 
ſome, and fincere preaching of Gods doGtine out of | 
his word:(for the meſſ>ge of the Prophets was wontto be cal- 
kdaviſon, 20d the Prophets themſelucs called ſeers; ) the Thi 1 x. 
people periſh,are expoſed to the greateſt evils that can be, both 1.5am,z.2.& 9 
of oule and body : as to infidelitie ; to ignorance; to the mo- 9 
tions of Satan, whereby they are drawen into iniquitie at his 
_ to the damnable luſt, and affeRions of their owne 
earts, to impenitencie and hardnes of heart, to the wrath of 
God, and to the hazard of endles damnation, In the Hebrew 
textitis ſaid chey are made naked, as (ouldiers among the ſhot 
and weapons of their enemies, without armour on their 
backes, (in which ſenſe it is ſaid that 54%/ prophecied al day na- 1.5am. 19.34, 
ted)or to people ſtript of their garments, whereby ir commeth 
topaſle, thar they are ſtarued with cold in the time of winter, 
ortoſted with heate in the ſommer, and are made an obie of 
ſhameand contempr to all that looke vpon them, Now the | 
viſion is ſaid wor ro be, when God hath ſhut vp the eyes of them | 
that ought to be teachers, that the Scriptures are as a claſped Iaazyy. 
boke,or ſealed letter which cannot beread, and therefore no 
ſound doArine is taught by them arall :bur there is a woc{ull 
famine of the word of God, And the v/fen is [aid wot to be Amos 8.11, 
whenthe word is ſometimes expounded, but not hncerety, 
faithfully, and diligently, fo that the people may be as ſheepe 
vithout a | epheard, in the middeft of great plenty of uch as 
take vpon them ro bee teachers . but they that reepe T7: law, Mart,9.36. 
which confcionably,and conttantly addrefſe then! lues t© re- 
fine that which they heare, to beleeue that which is efiificd, 
ndto obey that w hich is commanded, are b/eſed,as eltated in 
Sepenmiſes of God, as inheritors of everlafting glory, and 
preſent pofſeſſors of Gods mercies and fauours, 25 being ſe. 
cured from the perrill of every gs is againſt thery, and 
alured of the fupplie ofall things which will doe them good : 
L 


l 2 this 


56 ProvaRss. Chap.29. 


this is bleſſednes, and theſe are men that doe partake of ir : for 
diuers heare the word bur ir is to their condemnation, and 
therefore the ourward joyning of the exerciſes of religion 
maketh not any happy, vnleſle they haue alſo their portion in 
the power thereof by the ſpirit of God, and be transformed 
into the image of Chrilt, 

Thus the oppoſition is:Where the viſion faileth the people pe. 
r1ſh,and curſedis he that hauing the law doth nor obey it: but 
where the viſion i5 the people may be ſaued, and blefledis he 
that keepeththe law, 


Verſe 19. A ſernant will not be correfted by word: : for 
though he vnder/iandhe will not anſwere, 


Serxant] An inferiour, of ſeruile diſpoſition, a froward 


OW. 1s 


_ 24. Lo 3 


and (tubborneperſon, will not be corretted with words, | 


bare words without trokes, or other puniſhment, will not 
ſuffice torcforme him, though he underſtand, norwithltancing 


he apprehend what thou meaneſt,yer he will not anſwere,cither Þ 


when he is commanded ought, he pretendeththat he heareth 
. not what is ſaid ynto him: or when a queſtion is asked of him, 
he will ttand mute, and hold his peace,out of acurſt Romacke: 
orthovgh he heare, and ſpeake, and promiſe that he will doe 
all which is giuen in charge, yet he anſwereth not in this ſenſe, 
becauſe he putteth nor in praQtiſe. Such Rubborne obllinare 


perſons adde totheir owne miſeric, and bring burdens vpon Þ 


their owne backes, which they might be freed trom. 


Verſe 20. Seeſt thou a man haſtte in his matters , there 
more hope of a fooole then of hin, 


Eeſt thou a man hare inhis matters] One that 1s carricd 


neadlong without aduice, or circumſpeCtion, for the at» | 


tempting, or managing ofhis affaires, marke him well, take 
good notice both ofhim,and his ſucceſſes, there is more hope of 
a fecle, then of him, a naturall, and one whom God hath de- 
praucd ofthic facultic, and benefic of ynderfiandiog, 
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cretion:the cauſe of this temeritic and raſhnes is an over- 
weaning conceit of his owne wiſedome : and therefore this 
ſentence little diftercth in ſenſe from the twelfth verſe of the 
26,Chapter 


Verſ.21, He that delicately bringeth wp his ſernant from 4 
tilde, ſhall hawe hem become as his ſonne at length, 


E that delicately bringeth wp his ſeruant) Which make 

too much of an ynworthie teruant, by lifting him vp to 
offices, whereof hee is incapabtr, and alrogether vofir for the 
place : or cloacheth him with apparell roo | tor his degree : 
ofeederh him too daintily to the nouriſhment of his lulis: 
orgiuech him too large allowance for his expenſes : or ſuffe- 
ret him torake coo much eaſe : or vſeth him wich over great 
laniharitie, from his youth, from his firſt beginning a long ſea- 
ſonafter,chat doth not in time take him downe,and make him 
lameto know himſelfe better, ſha#/ haue him become as his 
ſome at length, at length hee will take Hate vpon him, and bee 
comea young maſter in the houſe, after an infolent and arro- 
gant manner, as if al theſe tauours were due vnto him of right: 
loyngratefull he will be vnto his maſter, as that he will thinke 
lim bound to preferre him; and ſo imperious ouer his fel 
© /#es,as that hee will thinke hee may domineere over them; 
LY "dſo malapert co the children of the familie, a5 that hee will 
- JF fake himſelfe to be their equall : For the more kindly wicked 
» Y nenbedeale with, the more yachankfull and inhumane they 
| wthem\ſclues, 
"Y Verſe 22, ev argrie man ftirreth vp firife, and 4 friend 
JY nar 4bonndeth in tranſgreſſion. 
| AY angrie man [tirreth wp ftrife.Sce cap.ny.1 $.and 4 fi6- 

rious man which ſuffereth himſe}fro be rranſported with 

| age & indignation, which is wedded to his paſſi6, as a man ny OO FE 


0 his wife :(for ſo much may the originall word import) 4- 
th in + Ferns | ws rey with wrath, hee not wah, 
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508 Proverss. Chap.29, 
Gnnes of ſunfrie ſorts :he curſerh, he ſweareth,he reuileth, he 
flandereth,he cnuieth,he murmureth,he fighteth, and is readie 
3lſo to commir murther, and many in that moode ſpare not to 
ſhed blood, and lay violent hands ypon thoſe whom they 
deale with, 


Verſe 23. A mans pride ſhall bring him low : but honour ſhall | 
vphol4 the humble in ſpirit. TH 
þ 


A Mans pride) Either lurking in his heart, or expreſſed by 
word, deede, countenance, apparell, and ſuch like, half 
bring h1w low, hall be a cauſe of his abietion and debaſe- 
ment, here he was before of higher eſtate and great eltima-F 
tion: bxt honour ſhall uphold the hamblz in ſþ1rit, good efteeme, 

and credit, due praiſe and commendation, good plentie,andF 
ſufficiencie of maintenance, and (if it behooffull for him, and 
may ſtand him in fead ) offices, dignities, and meere prefer-F 
ments, ſhall »pho/d,raiſc vp, and keepe vp the humble in ſpirir, Þ 
ſuch as are of lowly mind, and ſeeke lealt after either praiſe or} 
promotion, See chap.11.12 and r5.33.and18.12, 


Verſ.24. 1ho ſo is pariner with a theefe, hateth his owne 
ſoule,and which heareth cur /ing,and bewraieth not, 


V 


ſell,or conſent : or by receiving of Rtolue goods : 5- by convp 
cealing of thyſc whom he knowerh to be offenders in thus ling 
hateth his one ſonle, dealeth as cuill with himſfelte, as if hc 
had a quarrel! againſt his owne life and welfare, by mak-ng# 
himſelte ſubie& ro danger of Jaw, to infamie, and to the Cie 
pleaſure and curſe of Ged,in 8s'much as theeters and robbers 
ſhall not inherit the kingdome of Cod. And che Prophet pr 


F Ho fo ts partver with a theefe, Which maketh himife 


ueth the difſembling 'ſraclices to be hable to ſucha ſentence? 


as ſhould be denon+ced ypon them at the judgement feate of 
God, and accordingly executed : becauſe when they ſaw & 
theife they conſented +th bim, «And: which brareth curf0ts 

and 
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and bewraieth it wot, in the like caſe is he,and an enemie alſo 
mto his owne foule, which heareth curſing, in whoſe cares 
dlaiphemies, ſwearmg, bittei ,malitionus,or any manner of in- 
ormous ſpeeches are vetcred, and hee declareth it not, neither 
reprocucth the partic fo faultic, al:hough hee be ſuch a one 
whom it is w:{ecorie to admonith, and it well becommeth 
bim fo to do, neither informeth any other w ho may be a Phy- 
ſriancothe partie delinguei.t, and miniſter medicines vnto 
timto cure his ſoule, And therefore after this manner the 
Lorddoth cenſure this finne in the law : /fary ſcrle heare the Leuir.y.r, 
boce of ſwearing, and is a witnes Whether he hath ſcene it, or 
bug me of it, and doe not viter it, he ſhall beare his imquitie, Si- 
lencethen kept in ſuch caſes cauſerh men to incurre the re- 
compence that is due to other mens offences,as themſelues 
dy dearing with them, and winking at them, have intangled 
tiemſelues withche guilcines thereot, and to wake themiclues 
obnoxious ypto them, 


Verſ.25, The feare of 4 man bringeth him into a ſnare : but 
be that truſteth in the Lord ſhall be ſafe, 


He feare of a man\ Nor the ſpirituall feare, and ſonneltke 
reverence of God with &read to doe oughtthat may dil- 
pleaſe him : For happre ts he that feareth alway : nor the natu- 
tlfeare of dangers and troubles, ſo long as 1t keepethin come 
paſle, and is fanchified by the ſpirit of God: but tharflauiſh 
nd cowardly feare, that daſterlines of heart v hich ſpringeth 
from infidelitic, and either detaineth a man from performing 
bisdutie, and chrufteth him on forwards, to the doing of that 
Which"is vnlaw full, bringetb him into 4 ſnare, into great Per- 
plexiries, and difiretles, and omctimes into great dangers and 
niſchieſes: forthe want of Chriſtian fortitude is both fintull, 
wdmrefell. This complaint doth /eremiah make of the 1:M- 
Plous caitifes of his time, They bend their tongues {rf bow for lcre.g.3: 
hes; but hane no conrage for the truth, When e Abraham and 
Wah began to bee ſurpriſed with this, their feere were "4 
ently in e tnare;by $:laiming their owne wiucs, 2nd aiter 
Ll 4 a {ort 
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2 ſort proſtituring ther, or ar leaſt expoſing them tothe yn. 
chaſt eyes and powers of heathen Princes. And in what a 
plight was Daxid at Gath-when hee was ouertaken with ir, 
who vpon ewo much timiditie, and diſtruſt of Gods prote. 


Rion, auoided the land of 1frael, and caſt himſclfe intothe © 


Philiſtims hands, among whom hee was brought into miſera- 
ble ireights,being driuen to counterfene madnes,and to play * 
the part of a lunatick and frenticke perſon, as if hee had been | 
quite beſides himſelfe? And Peters example was memorable, | 
who letting his courage to fall from him, and ſcarefulnesto Þ 
poſlefſe him, was well neere yanquiſhed by feeble ſouldiers, |; 
the porters ar gates,and baſe perſons,a woman, a girle,a con. | 
temptible wench, made him royceld yp his weapons, and to * 
yeeld himſelfe (as it were) capriue into their hands, they com- 
pe!led himco lye, to ſweare, to forſweare, and to abiure his 
own maſter, who not many houres before he promiſed boa- 
ſingly rodie with, But he that trufterh m the Lord,the perſon © 
which is ſecure of the good will of God, which conſtantly ſuf- ! 
fereth afflitions,and as a valiant ſouldier of Ieſus Chriſt pro- * 
ceederth in well doing, ſhall be ſafe, and ſure vnder the Lords * 
defence : he will be as an highrocke ynio him, and for a to- * 
wer and caſtle, fo that nothing ſhall touch ſucha one to doe | 
him hurc, 


The oppoſition Randeth thus: A mans feare doth bring him © 


auto a ſnare, and hee that hath not tis confidence in God ſhall * 
be in danger : bur the boldnes of a man doth preſerue his li- 
bertie,and be that trufteth in the Lord ſhall be ſafe. 


Verſ.26. Many ſee'e the fanour of a ruler : but every mans | 
iwdgement is fromthe Lord, | 


Any ſecke the fauour of 4 ruler,| Many imploy all their 
friends, and vſe all poflible meanes to haue the Magi- 
Rrate made for them in their ſuites and queſtions, Sce chap, 
19.6. But exery mans mdgement, the lentence which the Ma- 
giltrare ſhall paſſe vpon every mans cauſe, whether it bee to 
cleere. him, or.co calt him, x of che. Lord, who hath decreed 
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what ſucceſſe every man ſhall finde, and direRteth the Magi- 


ſtrates mowth to pronounce the ſentence, which his proui= 
dence hath appointed to bee giuen : and howſocuer man may 
be corrupt in ating ot that which he hath determined; yet his 
proceeding is abſolutely juſt and righteous, Pilate condem- 
ning Chritt to death, paſſed as wrongfull a ſentence as ever 
proceeded out of mans mouth ; and yer our Saviour told him, 
whatſoeuer he ſhould be able to doe againſt him was affigned 
him from aboue, and the Lord had tore appointed ir, 


Verſ.27. The vnin/t man i an abomination to the inft,and he 
that u vpright is an abomination to the wicked, 


He wninit man 1 an abomination to the in| The ivft doth 
iwſtly abhorre the vogodly, not in reſpeRt of their per- 
ſoos, but for,and according to their deſerts : becauſe they ore 
Gods enemies, & aduerfaries both to their ſoules, and tothe 


whole Church, and bring plagues and judgements ypon the Plal.t 39.25, 


hole nation :and what fellowſhip can there bee berweene 
righteouſnes and vnrighteouſnes ? or of the ſeede of the wo- 
man withthe ſecede ot the ſerpent ? On the contrarie fide, he 
that is vpright thas leadeth an vpright and holy lite, « an abo- 
wiation to the wicked, hated of him with greac deceitation, bur 
vniuſftly, and without all deſert : for there is cauſe rather of 
loue, and kinde affe ion. But hence ariſeththe quarrell, chat 
the vpright mans workes arc good,and hiseuill; and becauſe 
the ypright man will not runne tothe ſame excefle of riot 
With him : and becauſe hee will cither aQually or vocally re- 
pay his finnes : and becauſe his heart is affrighted,and rerrie 

ed with the preſence and companie of the vpright: and be- 


cauſe the vpright and godly man is not of this world, Sec the Tohary.19- 


tenth yerſe of this Chapter. 


Cuar 
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Verſe 1. The words of Agnr the ſonne of Iabeth.euenth: fro- 
phecie the man ſpake concerning lthiel,enen | thiel and Veal. 


DO 3% He ſentences of Salomon were determined, and 
3 


17®) } ended in the former Chapter : vnto which are 
$ adioined the writings and 1ayings of two other 
63-5 holy perſons inſpired by the holy GhoR, and 
MX is vnitcd in one volume with them : namely eA- 
gar, to whom this Chapter is aſcribed, and Parkſheba S:lo- 
mons mother, which vitered the words of rhe next,in this pre= 
ſent chapter : firſt rhe Scribe, penman, or author thereof vnder 
God is deſcribed : ſecondly the matter of it is propounded : 
the penman is deſcribed onely by his name and relation, hee 
was eAger the ſonne of /akerb, The matter is propoſed firſt 
more generally being termed words : ſecondly more tpecially 
t is called a prophecie,char is, ſacred words, holy ſayings, ſuch 
as Gods owne fpirit did diftare, which proceedeth not trom 
his owne wit, wiſedome, nor learning, or any private motion 
of his owne, but as hee was directed by the holy Ghoſt : and 
thirdly, more particularly in the ſeuerall points and brav.ches 
of rhe ſame, andthoſe bee of three forts: whereof ſome are 
euangelicail doctrines touching faluation , to the ſeucnth 
verſe: ſomeare requeſts ro God 111 way of prayer,tothetenth 
verſe : and ſome are promifcuous ſehtences,as precepts, com- 
plainrs, chreatnings,, #nd parbbles-conching many marrers, 
Now coudbing-ſaluation; and the ſpirituall Tife : m the firlt 
place hee declareth the author, worke#, and foundation of it 
Chrifl, tothe fifth verſc: in the next hee ſheweth the meanes 
wherby the ſame is to be artained vnre,in the 5.an7d 6.verles, 
Corgerxing [thiel,our Sauiour Chritt is here ſer forth vnto vs, 
firſt by the vnion of his natures, that being crernall,& migh- 
tie God with his Father, hee is atſo man with vs. For /threl is 
equiualent 
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equiualent to /armanzel, ſauing this that /muranuel Hhgnifieth 
Grd with vs, an4 {: hiel by a neerer application, God with me : / 
and the fame word doth alfo argue his attribute of goodnes, 
his gracious preſence,according tothe ordinarie phraſe of the | 
Scripture : as was the conference berweene Gideon and the 
= 4*pary Lord i With thee thou valiant man (laith the one) ludg 612.13, 
If the Lord be with v3, why us all this come pon vs ? (faith the | 
other) Feare not (faith the Lord to his Iſrael by the Prophet) [ai.43.F. | 
for [ amwith thee, Andafter that by his omnipotencie and po- 
wer, whichis the meaning of the word Yea, although not- 
withſtanding both [chie/ and ir doe ſomewhat varie from the 
common forme of words of their compoſicion, and deriua- 
tion : For it pleaſeth the wiſedome of God in this place to vc 
them after a ſingular manner, and fitteth them tor the repre- 
ſentation of his ſonne,as if they were his proper names. 


Verl.2, Surely | hane been brutiſh inte I was a man, neither 
# there the vnderitanding in me that was in v Adam. 
Verſ.3, [neitber learned wiſedom, nor kno ne the 'nowledpe 


of boly things, 
Has magnified the competencie and al.fufhciencie of 


Chriſt ro be a Sauiour, inreſp*& of his natures as well 
Cite as humane,and of his goodneſſe,prefence with his, and 
infinite power, hee commerh to take know !edy* of l1mielte, 
nd of hisowne inſyfficiencie, and propoſeth hin»icl'c therein 
23 7 paterne'ro all mankinde,o! the greet detacemont of Gods 
Image in him, and of difabiliric by ary wiſedome of i115 owne, 
to corBaſte his owne ſaluation :torhe end that it might ap- 
ov % hatieed and vie he hath of a Mediatour : Swre/y [ haut 

cen byutiÞÞ fnce 1 was a man : 25 if he ſhould haue ſaid, Ie 'SA 
thing vety tertaihe, 2nd neceſſarie to bee knowne and obler- 
u"* char L ,and all men are beaſt: by OnYr one knowledge, and im lere.10.14. 
this ate have Rood atencr fince I was conceiued, and euery 
mans elſe fince Adams fall,in reſpect of our fleſhly condition, 
and corporall petieration, neither is there the wnderſt andng tn 


ve (bat wer in "Atlow, chat depth of rare knowledge, an ad- 


mirable 


Deur.13-13, 


514 PROVERBS. Chap 30. 
mirable wiſedome which was in Adamin the fate of inno- 
cencie, and before hee tranſgreſſed the holy commandemene 
of God,and was neuer fince tound cither in himſelfe,or inan 
of his poſteritic :neither hae ] learned wiſedome, that heauen- 
ly and celeſtiall wiſedome from any of the wile or prudene 
men of this world : for it is hidden frem them all, nor knowne 
the knowledge of boly things, 1 haue not by mine owne wit, 
by the light of reaſon,or by any naturall faculties of my minde 
pierced into the deep mytierie of ſanGified and ſaving knows 
ledge : For indeed fleſh and blood reucileth not Chriſt co any 
man : butthe ſpirit of God onely working by his word, 


Verſ.4.Whe hath aſcended vp into beawen ? who hath gathe- 
red the winde in bis fills ? who hath bound the waters in a gar- 
went ? who hath eſtabliſhed all the ends of the earth ? what u bus 


name,or hu ſonnes name,if thou can#t tell me ? 


H* proceedeth till ro debaſe himfelfe, and all the world 
; beſides, both for ignorance and debilicie, and maketh 
therein a compariſon berweene God and man, detrattin 

from the one, and aſcribing tothe other the glorie and praile 
of ſupernall matters, and this hee doth by way of challenge: 
Who (laith he} bath aſcended inte heanen? befide him that is 
Tthiel,and Yeal,that he ſhould be there informed in the ſecret 


of Gods will,or deſcended? chat he might tell vs what things 


he hath ſeenc,or l:card : in this ſenſe our Sauiour ſaith, no wan 
bath aſcended into heauen, but be that hath deſcended from it, 
the ſonne of man which s in heanen, Truc itis that Pawl,and 0- 
ther haue been wrapt vp thither, but yer nor of themſclues, 
but by God,and withall the things which they ſaw were vn- 
utterable, #ho hath gathered the wide in bu fills? who doth 
hold the wind in his hand that it blow not,and letcerh it looſe 
when hee will to breathe out ftrong and violent blaſts, who 
bath bound the waters ma garment? As if hee ſhould ſay,1s it 
not God onely which keepeththe waters in the cloudes,and 
hath incloſed them in an narrow compaſle, as it were wrapt 
yp ina veſture, which hee may fold yp, or let out at his owne 
| 7” pleaſure? 
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pleaſure? for doth it belong to manto appoint drought, or 
moilture,to build vp the clowdes,or &iflolue them into raine? 
who bath e/fabli;lied the ends of the earth ? by whole appoint- | 
ment is it, that the earth, and all the coſts thereof remaine ſo 
firme, and (table, is it by the vertue of mans hand or comman- 
dement ? what & his name ? canſt thou name a man thatcan 
performe theſe things ? what u» his ſonnes name ? he (ſpeaketh 
this according to the culloime of the ewes, who vied tro make 
men knowne according to their kindred : as /ſarah the ſorne 
of Amor: Dawid the ſonne of ſhi; lo allo Aſa his ſonne, lehe- | 
ſrapat his ſonne, Jehoram his ſane, name his ſonne, meaning 
thatthere is not aman to be found in any familie, or kindred 
ofthe world, that is able to performe thele things : and all 
theſe latter demands are brought in for amplifications ofthe 
frlt quethon, and that by amo! elegant gradation, for the 
erecting of mans imbecilitie : as if he ſhould have ſaid, Is man 
able ro mount vp into heauen, to be a companion of God in 
his counſels? nay he is not able ſo much as to gouerne the | 
windes in che aire : nor to order the waters in the Jowelt 

clowdes:nor to a(lde the leaſt Rabilitie to the earth, which we 

tread vpon; and therefore both I,and all that will attaine yvnto 

dlefſednes, mui Yocout of our ſelues, and ſeeke our helpe in 

[thiel and Ucal, being thar ſonne of God whom no man 

knoweth bur the father, neither doth any man know the fa- 

ther but he alone, and tro whom he will reucile him, he is the Matth1* 26: 


true Meſſhhah, 


Verſe F. Exery word of God is pare, he is 4 7 ield to thews 
that truſt in him, 


He meanes whereby ſaluation is to be obtained, 2nd 
which confirme 2 man in the aflured hope riereor, are 
three: thefirſtis the moſt verfect an abſolute word of ( 10d, 
nthe former clauſc of this verſe: the ſecon'! i» (a1th, offhance 1n 
Lad, and dependance vpon him, in the loaccer cl+ule of this 


= s - . © 6 a l [4 ] F $1 
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owne mixtures with it, in the next verſe: Exery word of God «s 
prre,euery partiand particle of Gods reueiled will & pwre,true, 
iuſt,holie, and free from all roar Bar and baſenes, as the (il. 
ver that hath bin many times refined in the fire; this is that 
word of grace, of that meſſage of faluation, whereby Chriſt 
doth exerciſe his goodacs towards vs, and maketh his power 
effeQuall in vs, be is 4 ſhield to them that truſ? in him, to the 
faich which he requireth, he perſwadeth vs by a forcible cauſe, 
the prouident care of God for the ſaluation, and ſaferic of his 
people, which he illuſtracerh by a compariſon of bodily armes 
of defence,and therefore he 1s called a ſhie/d,or buckler,which 
a man holdeth out againſt the weapons of his enemies,and re« 
ceiueth the arrowes, the Rtrokes, the darts, the bullets, the 
ſhor, which otherwiſe would pierce the body,flay,or wound 
it: and therefore a good man can neuer be{hurt by the diuell, 
and his ſouldiers, ſolong as the Lord is not battered nor pier- 
ced : if he be impregnable,they are in ſafetie : if he be invinci« 
ble,they canneuer bee deftroyed. The ſubieRts of this pro- 
reion,the perſons preſerued by him,are thoſe that caſt them- 
ſelues ypon him, and tedfaſtly repoſe cheir confidence in him, 
See Chap.29.25. 


Verſe 6. eAdde not to his words leſt he reproone thee, and 
thou he found a her, 


Dae not to his words" Neither vtter, nor practiſe any 

thing againſt the will of God reuciled tothe, by cqual- 
lizing mens words with it : and dignifying the fruires of hu- 
mane wit with the titles, and preropatiucs rhat peculiarly ap- 
pertaine to Gods wiſdome;by canoniz ing mens writings, and 
ſo making them matchable with GoGs holie bookes : by for- 
ging of things which God never ſpake, or by mifinterpre- 
ting,or miſapplying that which he hath delivered : by fallify- 
ing the meaning, and giuing aſenſe which he intended not: 
eſpecially co rake liberty ro finne, or thereby doe any thing 
that is valawfull, The reaſon whereby he dererrerh men from 
this preſuwption,js,from the peril which wilt inſue ypon pe 
that 
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thatin a double reſpeQ: the one they expoſe themſe!ues v1to 
rebuke; doenot this left he reprowe thee, as charging thee with 
arrogancy and great preſumption: andthe other that :hey be« 
wray their owne falſhood, /e/? (faith he) thow be found a lyar, 
inafficming that whichis void of truth, and egregiouſly con- 
trary vnto it, and ſo ſhalt thou haue the true God to diſcouer 

thy lies, and with iudgements vypon thee (to thy confulion,) 

averreand juſtifie his owne divine veritie : and the fame is the 

condition of theſe, which contrarily diminiſh any part of 
Gods word,and attempt to take away ought from that which 
he hath ſpoken, or written, againſt his precepr, and firit 


charge, 1/hatſoencr I command you take brede to doe it, thew Dewi.ts, $3, 


four put nothing thereto, nor tate ought therefrom, 


Verſe7, Two things haxe I required of thee, deny thens me 
wt before 1 dye. 


= prayer of Agwr,though it be briefe, confiſteth yet of 
three p»rts,as we ſhall ſee in order; the firlt is a preface 
and entrance chereunto : Two things hane [ required of thee, 
wherein this holy man of God in humble manner ſhewech vr 
to him, that he earneſtly defirerh at his hands rwo things elpe= 
cially, as moſt needfull for the ſaluac; +1 of his ſoule, the dif 
charge of his dutie, and good eftatein this life: for although 
he begged many other things at Gods han«; yet hee did fre- 
quently, and feruently crauc theſe rwo as matters of great im- 
porrance, and ſuch as made a way for innumerable other par= 
ticulars, and theſe hee defireth to obtaine, and inivy before 
e, during his life , and cuen yntill his laſt breath; 
this he doth, for that he well knew, and conſidered if God 
ſhould withdraw his favour and grace from bim but for am0- 
ment, his eſtate would be yery miſcrable. 


Verſ. ®, 
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Verſe 8, Remone from me vanity and lies, gine me neithcr 
patertie nor riches, feed me wh food conaentent for me, 


q hw ſecond part of this prayer ſtandeth in the ſuite that he 
maketh, che petitions that he putterth vp to God, andthe 
principal! chings which he ſupplicateth for : whereof ſome of 
them co:xcerne the {oule, as grace againlt his finnes : and ſome 
the body, as moderate maintenance for his eltate, Remox: far 
from me (laith he) vanitie, and lies, that is to ſay, keepe me by 
thy holie ſpirit from all vngodlines,and vnrighieouſnes, which 
is vanity, and eſpecially trom hypocrifie, and telling of yn- 
truth, which is a double iniquitic : thoſe of this kind which 1 
have formerly fallen into, remit, and pardon, and for the fti- 
ture dayes ot my.life,proteft, and defend me againit the do- 
minion, power, and venome of them,and cauſe that ſo oft as [ 
fault, I may be purged from them by ſound and hartie repen- 
tance. This his requeſt is very much agreeable to thoſe periti- 
ons whichour Sautour hath taught vs to make: Forgine v5 0ur 
zreſhaſſes : leade vs not into t:mpration,but delimer vs fromenill, 
Giue me neither pouerty, nor r.ches, after ſpitituall graces hee 
craueth corpora'l bleſſings, deizcing amediocritic therein, e- 
ven ſo much as is needfull, mcere, and yſcfull for lim ; and 
therefore maketh a dreprecation againſt extremities, ouer lit- 
tle, or exceſſue much, give we rec her ponertie nor riches,ſufter 
me not to be opprefied with pc nury, neither yetto carrie too 
heauie a burden of proſperitic:ict me not linke into indigency, 
and ſo be made miſcrable with want, neither let me ouci flow 
withtoo luxurious an eſtate, and ſo be corrupted with ſuper- 
Auitie, feed me with food connenient for me, that is to ſay, be- 
tow vpon methat portion which thou as my heaucnly father 
haſt cutout for me, and appointed 1pthy decree ro be conue- 
nient for my body, and for my ſoule, and no hinderance, but 
afurtherance to me inthy ſeruice.Itis more forcibly propoun. 
dedin the _— text, then doth appeare in the tranſlarion ; 
for the Lord therein with his adminiſtration, and prouidence 
1s comparedto the dammes of yong creatures, whoſe _ £0 
ring 
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bring meate, (or as the word fignifyeth) a pray vnto them, F7atriphews 
conſtantly, and without any defeatement ofthem : and this is /echen 
better, then to haue their neſts, or holes full of meate, lying chukks. 


ynneceſiarily by them : and likewiſe he i3 reſembled to wile, 
faithful, and iuſt maſters, and Caprtaines, which yeeld a ſet al- 
lowance, or ordinary vnto their people, or ſouldiers, which 
ſhallbe very ſufficient for them, and which they may vndoub- 
tedly conclude co haue miniltred to them in due time, withoug 
any fayling, and therefore they are in better caſe, then if it lay 
moulding, or corrupting by them many moneths beforc they 
needit,and ſhould be amongſt their car. iages, herewith they 
ſhould weary themſelues in their oft remoueals from one 
place or countrie to another. Andthisis all one in ſenſe with 
that other petition in the Lords prayer, give vs this day our 
duly bread,and it hath alſo the ſame extent that that hath, con» 
taining vnder bread oy food all corporall bleſſings, or whatſo- 

ever things be expedient for a mans welfare touching this 

life, 


Verſe 9. Leſt I be full, and deny thee,and ſay Who is the T ord: 
wr leſt I be pocre and ſteale, andtake the name of my Gd in 
vaine , 


T2 third is a confirmation of his petition, which he made 
for competencie, without thoſe extremities and the noy- 
ſome effeAs that will inſue from cither of them, and that is on 
the one {ide impious, and execrable contempt of God, and om 
the other fide,finful,ſcandelous,and offcnſiue ſhift ing,/eft [ be 
juLexceed in riches,or be too highly aduanced to honour and 
promotion,or have more then enough of the outward things, 
Which the world doth ſo much admire, 4a»d deny thee, to take 
wthority, or beare rule ouer me, or to give precepts for my 
ayes : eſpecially when thy word preſcribeth ought apainl(t 
my carnall Iuſts, and fleſhly will, and fay, by the contemptu- 
ous thought of my heart within my ſelte, or by blaſphemous 
beeches to others, or by the conſequence of my diflolute, ir- 


gular, or preſumptuous behauiour, 1/ho 4 the Lord ? that I 
M m ſhould 


—. oy 
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ſhould feare him, that I ſhould obey him, that T ſhould re. 
fraine from mine owne pleaſing, and ſweete delights, to doe 
him ſeruice : for falnes is very infeſtuous to religion, and to 
humilirie, and to achrittian conuerſation,cuen in Gods owne 
people,ſaying, Bewar: that thou forget not the Lord thy God, 


wot heeping his commardements, nor his lawes, which I com © 


3* 
: 
F 


mard thee this day:leff when thou haſt eaten, and filled thy ſelfe, © 


and ſhalt build goodly houſes, and dwell therein, ana thy bea/'s © 
and thy ſhzepe be mcreaſed,thine heart be lifted vp and thou fore © 
get the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the land of E- | 


gypt,ont of the houſe of bondage, Or leſt [ be poore and ſteale and 


tate the name of my Godin vaine, leſt famine, and pinching ne- F 
ceſſity do draw me firlt vnto chett,and afterward into penury, Þ 
diſhonouring thee by my fraudulent and ynconſcionable * 


chetings, or other vorighteous courſes, 


Verſe 10. eAccuſe not a ſeruant tohis maſter, leſt he curſe © 


thee and thou be found guilty, 


AT not « ſeruant to his maſfer|Complaine not falſly or © 
raſhly without cauſe, or neceſſitie, if eafer meanes may | 
ſerueto reclaime, andreforme him, though he ſhould be faul- * 
tie:for it is a worke of cruelty to inbitter gouernours againſt ? 
cheir ynderlings :it is as vnfit for a good man fo to doe, asit * 


misbeſeemeth him that is mercifull to play the prankes of 2 
falſe and malitious Doeg:and who would deale Jike that who- 
riſh miftres of /oſeph, to expoſe a harmelefe Jambe to the 
pawes of a roaring Lyon? For ſuch a one ſhe artempred to 


make Po/12ber to be,by kindling in him the rage of ieloune,by | 

her falſe ſfaggeſtions,and helliſh calumniations, The enemics 5 
of Sha4rach, Meſhach, and Abeanego, are perpetually inta- & 
mous by this kind of treacherous ſycophancie : and when will & 
the reproch of that curſed Haman come to an end, who by his Þ: 


virulent tongue traduced a whole nation, and the beſt nation 


ot all the Kings ſubieRs, inueighed A/wereſh to preſcribe Þ 
them all, and deſtinare them to a bloody maſſacre ? It ir be lo: 


hatcfull a thing to make diuifion among brethren woich are} 
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roſe it. 

equals, as that 
it; how much 
mightie, agair 
rehſtance,nor 
itwere) tothe 
leſt by his pray 
from him whe 
oheplague th 
givethee ouer 
take notice of 
behaviour of ti 
ſeruants inforr 
thatare accuſe 
bytheir accuſ 
common, 


F 


Verſe 11, * 
48d doth no; bl 


Oure croo! 

in this ver 
deſcribed, Th 
who curſe thei 
ame thing bei 
fort are all ſuc} 
and namely vr 
ſpiſe their pare 
or other malay 
murmurings, 1 
praue them be 
any, be he neu 
deface thoſe w 
wthors and pr 
impiety, and r 
commandeth 
niſh,and that i 
itlelfe, as well 


aſe tt. Paxovers. 521 


equals, as that God hath them in great deteſtation which vſe | 
it; how much more is it abominable to imbitter one that is | 
might, againſt him that is ſo feeble, where there can be no | 
refiſtance,nor proteCtion,to bring poore helpeleſſe perſons(as | 
itwere)rothe ſlaughter houſe, or torture ? Leſ? he curſe thee, pq 1, ” 
eſtby his prayer vato God he draw downe a curſe ypon thee, © | 
from him who is the defender, and reuenger of the poore, and 
oheplague thee with ſome Rtroke from his owne han; or he 
givechee ouer ro ſome ſuch offence, as the court of juſtice wil 
take notice of: or puniſh, and bring tolight ſome former mil. 
dehaviour of thine, whereofthou peraduenture by this poore 
feruants information or teſtimony ſhall be convicted:forthey 
© I fhatareaccuſed, are wont topubliſh all the euil! they know 

© Þ bytheir accuſer :this kind of recrimination is frequent and 

* {} common, 


Verſe 11, Theye i a generation that curſeth their father, 
ad doth no: bleſſe their mother, 


; Oure crooked & wicked generation of ſinners (asit were) 
: inth1s verſe, and the three nexc,, arc yoked togerher, and 
deſcribed, The firtt Rocke is ofthoſe that are notable rebels, 
who curſe their father, and mother, and bleſſe them nor, che 
amething being repeated negatiuely by the contrary : of this 
fort are all ſuch as riſe vp againſt them that are 1n authority, 
and namely vngratious children, who not onely i; heart de= 
þiſe their parents, and wiſh euill vnto them: but with reuiling, 
or other malapert ſpeeches abuſe them 10 their faces, Or with 
murmurings, whiſperings, or other words of contumelic,de- 
praue them behind their backes. It is a great ſine to vilifie 
any, be he neuer ſo baſe or meane a friend:but to defame, and 
deface thoſe who repreſent the Lords perſon,and who are the 
wthors and preſeruers ot their liues,muſt needs be an horrible 
*F piety, and moſt inhvmane RE which the Lord 
J **mmandeth the Magiſtrate to take knowledge of,and to pue on 
niſh,and that in a ſeuere manner,euen with no lefſe then death Leuit 20.9- 


itielfe, as well as he doth other gricuous and capitall crimes. 
Mm 2 Verſe 12, 
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Verſe 12, There ts a generation that are pure in their owne 
eyes,and yet are not waſhed from their ſilthmeſſe, 


He ſecond generation,brood,or race(as it were) procee- 
ding from one ageto another, is ot infatuated ſinners 
who are pure in their owne eyes, who fantake their own hearts 
and waics to ve godly and righteous, anc like naturall puri- 
tanes with their owne teſtimonie confirme themſclucs in a 
great opinionof their owne integritie, For alwaics the worſt 
men are beſt,conceited of themſelues, and the more Gods 
word condemneth them, the more their owne rongues and 
imaginations iuftifie them : For they are blinced by natural] 
ignorance: the diuel] hath; blindfolded their minds : 3d God 
in his iuſtice (becauſe they embraced not the loue of his truth) 
hath giuen them «xer to /frong deluſions, to giue credence vn» 
to,and be/eexe, the /yes of their owne ſeduced hearts, aud yer 
are not waſhed from their filthineſſe, they remaine in the dung 
of corruption and finfulnes : they are not iullificd by the re- 
miſſion of their ſiones ; nor haue their conſciences ſprinkled 
with the blood of Iefus Chriſt ; nor ſanRified by the ſpirit of 
God, andthe pure water of grace; they are not made cleane 
through the word ſpoken vnto them; they haue no tairh,ns 
ſound repentance, no vertucin their hearts; no retormatrion 
of their waics: and therefore the filthinefle both of the ficth 
and ſpirit is increaſed in them, and not diminiſhed ; it grows 
cth more loathſome,and nor lefle offenſive, 


Verl.13.There i a generation whoſe eyes are loftie,and their 


ee lids are lifted wp. 
£ bm third generation is of ambitious and haughtie per- 


lons,whoſe eyes are loftie, looking vpward with deſire and 
expectation of great things, and with contempt of their infe- 
riours, and fo declare the pride of their heart by their very 
lookes ; and their ee lids are lifted vp, by ſcornefulland dil- 
dainfull lookes,beyraying the arrogancie of their ſpirits : for 


he 
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hepurteththe figne of pride for pride, becauſe euen in their 
eyes aud countenance there is a manifeſtation of it, Sec chap- 
ter 6.17, 


7 Ver(.1 4. There i a generation whoſe teeth are as ſwords,and 
—Y their 1aw-bones as knines to devonre the poore from off the earth, 


and the needie from among men, 


p He laſt generation is oppreſſors, and tyrants, monſtrous 
4 creatures, mankinde beafts, or beafily men: they haue 
| twſhes,or teerh like ro boares, or lions, and ſwords, & kniues, 
like yato robbers : the ſubieR of whoſe cruelty is poore. whom 
* {| theyprey ypon,and make an vrter ſpoyle of tha they ſhovid 
+ | hwenomoreplacein the carth, or being amongſt men : like 
> ] nucnous wolues cating vp all, that they leaue not ſo much as Zeph.z.3 
# ] thebones behinde them : of theſe the Prophet complaineth 
=” | inoneof his Pſalmes, ſaying, / he among men, who ave ſet on 
fre, whoſe teeth are as fpeares, andarrowes,and their tongue 4 


| ſpe ſword, 
| Verſ.15. The horſeleach hath two daughters that crie,Gine, 
* | fe: there are three things that are nener ſatisfied, yea foure 
that ſzy not it ts enough, 

Veiſ.16, The grane,the bavrey wombe, the earth that is not 
ſatisfied with water, and the fire that ſauth not it is enough, 


Gar declareth the nature of concupiſcence,and the inla- 
tiable defire of greedie minded men,h\ diners compatri- 
ſons: whereofthe firſt is pur fingle by it (clte; the other ran- 
ked and counted together in one number of foure. The horſe- 
leach, fo called, a creature well knowne voto vs, which 1» 2 
worme keeping in ponds,or puddles,or muddy brooke», hath 
Iwo danghters, ewo forkes in her tongue, whereby (he firſt 
icketh and pierceth the skinne, and aferwacd ſuckerh the 
00d, which by effec are ſaid to crie, give, gixe, and not by 
Yoyce:for ſhe is dumbe, and without voyce,andperpetvally 
Mute : buther infaciable appetite of ſucking blood is the ac- 
Mm 3 cuall 
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tuall enye-which fhe thaketh : for ſhe neucr gineth ouertill ſhe 
be filled; aud then fe failetroft;and yeratterward eo it ſhe 
will againe,and be as hungry of it as ſhe was atthe firtt;which £ 
well re{embleth the doings of oppreſiors, who are not con- A 
rented once to have ſpoyled thole whom they faltned their 
mouthes vpon,but comes agune, and againe,and neuer leaue © 
vntill hey have drawne out all the blood of their eſtace, © 
And let ic not ſceme {irange, that in the fe-rmer part of the fi 
nalitude we lo interprete dawg brey : For it is viuall with the 
Hebrewes, by a borrowed ſpeech,to call the effets,affettons * 
and properties of things,the ſonnes and daughters thereof: as | 
the ſonne of death,the ſonne of the morning, the danghter of the 
eye, the daughter of the voyce, the danghrer of the ſong, Thele 
foure things cecitcd and numbred, wee ſhail ſe 1n order, The 
firſtis the grave, which hath his very name of craumg,and will 
never ceaſe hungring after dead curples, ſo long as +Adams 
ſonnes and daughters are ſubicct comortalitie, Sce chap.27, 
verſ{.20,The ſecond is the barren wombe,that is to ſay,the wo- | 
man whoſe wombe is barren, which was wont to be vnmea« 
ſurably deſirous of childrev, both tor the comfortable enioy- * 
ment of them, with hope of large pofterity, which was in great Þ 
requelt amongſt the people of thoſe times, and places, and for | 
that ſterilitie was very diſgracefull,as may appeare by the (ay- 
ing of Rachel to [acob : Gine me children, or elſe | dye. It is 
{aid thatthe aduerfaric of FHavnah Sammels mother vexed her © 
ſore, for «s much as ſhe vpbraided her , becauſe the Lord had 
made her barren. And this doth Elizabeth the mother of [obs 
the Baptiſt confeſſe to the praiſe of God, ſaying, 7 has merci- 
fully hath the Lord dealt with me,ts tate away my rebuke from | | 
among men. The third is,the earth,that cannot be ſatisfied with | 
water : It can never haue enough at onetime,to ſerue for all © 
times : though there bee (tore nov,there may bee need here- | 
after:though in.an ouer wer ycere it be glutted with raine,and 
made as it were-drunken, 1o thatit bee compelled ro-yomit vp 
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the great abyadancethat ic hath received, throughroo many, 
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chawne with drought, and bee as thirſtic as if it had had no 
watering before; be might haue ſeemed that Noahs flood 
would have killed the appetite of the ground, by giving ir 
ſuch 2 ſurfeit,that it ſhould have brooked raine the worſe for 
miny generatiors, and yet no doubt ir had neede of more, for 
the good eſtare of the plants and creatures, within a ſhore 
time ater, The fourth is, the ſire that ſanh not it s enough ; E- 
- very one kno'veth the nature thereot, that 2 (parke will kindle 
7 | 1coale,and that all the fu: 11 which is on the hearth, whereof 
the flame being roo great will ſet the chimney on fire, and the 
chimney the roofe of the houſe, and that the whole building, 
1dthen having proceeded ſo farre,will kindle ypon the next 
* | houſe, 2nd raven after the whole reete, and if it may feaze 
, thereon, it will make 2 violent aſſault vpon the nexr, and (ii!] 


* Law E | — = 


proceed further and further, ro the confumprion of the whole 
citie how ample ſocuer, vnlefſc ic bee with wondertull paines 
and power reliſted, 


Verſ.17. The eye that mocketh hit father, avd deſpiſeth te 
oe) his mother the rauens of the valley ſhall picke it out and the 
Jourg eagles ſhall cate it, 


y E deſcribeth the direfull condition of reiractarie and 
gracelcflc childien, In the former part their contemacie 
nd (tubbornes is ſhewen : in the latter their puniſ),ment anc 
euill end is chreaened, 7 he eye that mecketh hu father the per- 
lon which with a contemptuous eye doth yihihic his father, el- 
ther picking a quarrell ar the ſight of him in regard of his w:- 
* Þ thered and wrinckled face, crooked backe,or courſe apparel!, 
orany manner of defor:mitie, which either 1s incicede, or to his 
ntafie ſeemech to bee in him, orelſe diſdaining him wit' 4 
ſcorneful look, as being aſhamed to yeeld him any reverence, 
ard defp:;ſeth to 2bey h + mother , doth not onely neglect to 
karnethac which ſhe teacherh him,or to performe that whici? 
ſhe commandeth him, bur with the deſpight of his minde r0- 
fuſerh both, rhe rawens of the valley ſhall picke it owt, and rhe 
Young engle ſhall exte it, the fierce and moſt cruell ſort 0! 74+ 
Mm 4 ucns, 
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wens, and thoſt eagles which are moſt buſie, and with their 
beakes and rallens are betterable to ceare,ſhall have him, like 
the carrion of a dead beaft expoſed ro them for a prey, his 


death ſhall not be peaceable and honourable, bur violent and 
ſhameful: and buriall he ſhall haue none at all, but ſhall either * 


hang vpon the gibber,till he drop downepeecemeale, or lie as 


arotten ſheepe,or hilded horſe ina ditch, and ſo bee caten vp C 


of eagles,rauenous kites and erowes,and other fowles of that 
nature :and equall ir is, that hee which doth ſo ynnaturally 
lothe his kinde and pitifull parents,out of whoſe bowels hee 
proceeded, ſhould bee giuen for meatc to vnmercifull crea- 
tures,and bee buried intheir bowels, And albeit this plague 
be notexecuted ypon all ſuch malefafors,yet they are all ob- 
noxious toit, and live in danger of it : one ſo puniſhed, doth 
threatena million, and there is no one in like manner guiltie, 
but may feare that he ſhall taſte of it,to his paine,to his ſhame, 
and to his deſtruQion, 


Verſ.18, There be three things which are too wonderfull for 
me, yea fonre which | underftand uot. 

Verſ.19. The way of an Eag.e in the aire, the way of 4 Ser- 
pent on a rocke,the way of a ſhip in the niddeſt of the ſea,and the 
way of a man with a maiae, 


HE goeth on by enumeration of diuers things, by propo» 
fition of three or foure together, ro ſhew the like na- 
tures, or effects, or diſpoſitions to aggrauate certaine vices, 
and afterward co amplifie and illuſtrate certaive yertues, The 
vice which here he is in hand with is incontinencie & whorc- 
dome,which hee proucth to be more frequent and common 


then the world knoweth, and y there be many foule praftiſes | 


of it, which neuer come to mans knowledge. There are three 
things bid from me, whereof it is impoſſible for me, or any 
man, to know the particulars, yea fowre which. 1 kwow-not, 


which I could neuer apprehend all : for that the infinite indi- | 


uiduall aQs of them no man could obſcrue, and being once 


paſi,they leaue no memoriall thereof bebinde them. The firft 
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is,the way of an Eagle in the ayre : For ſhe leaueth no notes, or 

ths of her flight: and chough this be common to all other 
birds, yet hee nameth eſpecially the Eagle, both becauſe ſhe is 
the chiefe of fowles,and flieth moſt hi > ſwiftly. The ſe- 
cond is,the way of a Serpent vpon a rock, who leaueth no (lime 
behinde her,as the ſnaile doth where ſhe creepeth,neither ma- 
keth ſhe any print ofher body on the ſtone ouer which ſhe 
glideth, whereas when ſhe creepeth on the duſt ſhe may bee 
traced,and her winding in a dew may be ſcene on the grafle, 
Thethird is, the way of a ſhip in the middeff of the ſea, which al. 
beit while it is ſayling (eſpecially in a calme) maketh ſome 
path for a ſhort time, and lirtle way,yer afterit is gone alittle 
diftance,the paſſage thereof cannot be found : by reaſon that 
the waters —_— ie fleeteth commeth together,and ſo there 
1s no appearance that euer it had been there : aud the way of 4 
mas, who is inamoured with loue, or inflamed with concu- 
piſcence,bis wilie ſolicitations, his artificiall plots, and cun- 
ning deuicesto winne conſent, and pet his luſt ſatisfied, with 4 
maide, with a virgine yapolluted before his attemprs, and ſo 
remaineth, i; ſhe can wichſtand his guilcfull allurements, 0- 
therwiſe ſhe 15 one that would be fo taken,nan4 will ſhameleſly 
affirme her ſelfe ſo to be, and xth<-5{becaule her lcaudnes is 
not dilcouered) doe ſo cliceme of [1er, 


Verſ.20. Sach & the way of un adulrerone woman, ſht eateth, 
and wipeth, and ſaith,{ bane done no wickeanes, 


Veh\Socloſe,and ynknowne: Fortothatendin ay of ap- 

plication, he alleageth thoſe foure ſtrange things rehearſed 
before, by certaine finilicudes, demonſtratingrhe priuic, ſe- 
cret,ſubrile,and impudent dealings of the harlor. She eateth, 
ſhe comirteth follie, ſhe is hike to thoſe yeate ftollen bread 
indark corners: thus in good tearmes y holy Ghoſt declarerh 
euill matters : for thac he ſtudiouſly auoideth all obſcenitie of 
ſpcech,and wipeth ber mouth, making a goodly ſhew as if ſhe 
were honeſt, dothas it were wipe downe allthecrummes of 


flthineſlc,that no ligne of hex wantonnes ſhould appear e:and 
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conceiuing great boldnes that her whoredome is concealed 
for cuer, and neuer to come to light, ſhe ſaith 1 hane done no 
wickednes, 1 am free from all impuritic, and ynchaſt behayi- 
our, 


Verſe 21. For three things the earth us diſquieted, and for 


fomrewhich it cannot beare. 


= the premiſes he conioyned divers things together which 
did accord, or reſemble one another in lecrecie, and cloſe- 
nes, and in this verſe, and the two next, hee ranketh certaine 
ſorts of people, and thoſe ofthe baſer ſort, ſome of them men, 
ſome women,which are notoriouſly apart, being too mani. 
feſtly diſcerned and felt too heanilie:for the earth is moued at 
them,the inhabitants have iuſt occaſion to quake and trem- 
ble, and the inſenſible and vnreaſonable things doe ſhake at 
them: and for foure which it cannot beare, (o intollerablethe 
arc and burdenous : he vſeth there a hyperbolicall fpeech, ar- 
Suing the incommodities they bring to the places wherein 
they dwell, and the troubles and moleſtations wherewith 
they diſquiet and vexe the folke with whom they liuc: and 
theſe are they that follow, 


Verſe 22, For 4 ſernant when he raigneth, and a feole when 
he « filled with meate. 


Þ2: a ſeruant when he raigneth] When vnworthy men, and 
perſons vnfit for high callings, are aduanced to the ſame : 
for they know not how to yſe authority, but pervert it both 
to their owne hurt, and oppreſſion of others:a ſlauiſh heart of 
all others is moſt ready to be imperious, and none growe lo 
outragiouſly inſolent, as thoſe that are moſt abie&, and con- 
temptible, See chap. 19.10. and 4 foole, a wicked man, defti- 
tute of godly wiſdome, when he is filled with meate, when hee 
hath plentie, and abundance of food, apparel],wealth, and 0- 
ther proſpexitie. Sec alſo the 19,chap.yverſe the 10. 
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Verſe 23. For aw odions woman when ſhe is married, and an 
bandmaid that us heire to her miſtreſſe, 


Or an 04:0us woman Which is troubleſome, and inclining 
to frowardncs, or any other way vitious, or ill mannered, 
tor which ſhe is worthily had in dete{iation,when /be is marri- 
ed, when ſhe is become a wite, when ſhe is become a daine, or 
miſtreſſe : her husband,her {eruants, her neighbours, and all 
that haue to veale with her, ſhall find and fecle what merrall 
ſheis made of ; naught ſhz was, while ſhe lived a finglelife, 
but worſe now ſhe hah crept into the bed, and boſome ofher- 
husband : her roote was naught before, but not able to ſend 
forth buds, or leaues : bur now ſhe is planted in rank mould, 
ſhe will ſhoote forth her vaſcemely branches, and vniauory 
bioſloines : her husband muſt be a patient to ſuftaine her lewd 
conditions, and her agent to effe& her ſinfull purpoſes againſt 
his people, or againſt his neighbours, or againlt his friends; 
ſhe will preſcribe,and he mult performe ; her tongue mult ap- 
point it, 2nd his hand effeRt ir: ſuch a one was Joſephs miltreſle, 
acreacherous beaſt againlt him, and yet a forcidle comman- 
der of him, to wreake her malice ypon the beſt ſeruant that e- 
uer he had, becauſe hee would not be perfidious with her for 
company, Such a one was lezabel, wnder whom being Mai = 
ried vnto Achab, it might properly be {aid that the land of If- 
r:el was troubled, for the perſecutions w hich ſhe cauſed to be 
railed, the flaughters which ſhe cauſedto be made, the [do- 
lacrie which ſhe cauſed to be committed, and all the villanies 
which ſhe cauſed co be wrought : and an hand-maid, for one 
that hath bin a ſeruanc beſore,that is hewe to her mi/treſſe,mar- 
ried to her matter, and ſo polleſleth that preferment,and thoſe 
commodities which her miltreſſe inioyed before : for hauing 
gotten'a becrer Rateher heart will (well,and waxe proud, and 
through the height of her minde,ſhe will demeane her lelfeſo 
inſolently, that neither ſeruants, nor children, nor husband 
himſeIfe can wetindure her arrogancy:yetthis is not to be vn- 


detfloodofeueryone {o promoted, if ſhe be ofan humble, 


meeke. 


| Tob.13.1, 
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mecke,and quiet fpirit: bur this imputation is onely laid ypon 
them which are of the number of thoſe edu wowes, before 
ſpoken of. 


Verſe 24. There are foure things in the earth which are lit- 
tle,but exceeding wiſe, 


a> the foure former quaternions, which were brought 
for the aggrauation of certaine ſorts of finnes, there fol. 
lowe two others, which he vſcth for the illuſtration of the ver« 
tue,and imitation ofthat which is good cuen in the creatures, 
which are led onely by the irſtin of nature, without the vſe 
of reaſon: for their naturall properties are herein deſcribed,to 
the end that thereby we ſhould receiue morall iu ftruRion; in 
ſo much as there is nothing ſo meane, but a man for his bene- 
fit may learne infiruQt.on tromir : as /ob faith, Arle now the 
beaſts ani they ſhallteach thee, and the fowles of the heanen and 
they tell thee. And theſe of the firlt order are ſet fort?) by that 
which 1s praiſe worthy in them, and common to then all, 
which is done inthis verſe : and then by the ſeuerall commen- 
dable properties, and qualities that are found in euety one cf 
them :the commendation that he giveth of chem 3ll is hat 
they are ſmall, but yerprudent, hawng little bodies,but g,cat 
ſtore of naturall witdome therein, 


Verſe : 5, The Ants a people not frong, yet prepare their 
meate in the ſommer, 


AN among theſe commendable, and immitable cres- 
rures, the Ants be ſet in thefirſt place, and are reſem- 
bledto apecople for their multicude, but weake, and feeble, 
and yery defeQtiue in power, and far vnable ro defend them- 
ſelues by incounter, or get their food by hard labour: not- 
withſtai.ding,that which is wanting in might, is ſupplicd by 
forecaſt, 314 ſo their providence ſerueth them for power. For 
they prepare their meate in ſemmer , they gather their food 


which ſhall nouciſhthemall the yeere in the ſommer an 
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while corne may be had, and the ſeaſon is conuenient, applie 
themſelues to lay vp againit harder times, which the wite man 
inducerh, and bringeth in as a patterne of good prouidence, 
for raking the rime (as we ſay) while time ferueth, as they doe 
which in youth make prouifon for old age:in plentie for ſcar- 
citie:ia healch for ſicknes :in a peaccable cltate or perſecuti- 
ons, troubles, and moicltations,as ſcechap.6.7, 


Veile 26, Thehill rats a people not mightie, yet make ther 
houſes in the rockes, 


Heſecond place is giuen tothe hill rats, a creature vn- 
knowne in thele parts o'the world, but in great plenty a- 
bout Iudea,and Syria:the writers defcribe it to be a lictle beaſt 
10 part like to a rat, and in part Iike to a Beare, it hath neither 
ffrength of limmes, nor any other meancs to efend it lelfe 
from dogs,or any other creature that ſhould make apray oft: 


burthis wit ſhe hath, that ſhe diggeth her holes in the moun- Pfal.104.19, 


taincs, and (tonie places, {which our conies cannot doe, and 
the: cfore it cannot be meant of them) and therein flicthin 
time of danger, and thercin laycth her yong ones lately : tea- 
ching this point of wiſedome that when our owne power fai- 
leth ro proteRt'vs, we ſeeke helpe clicwhere, and that in place 
where it may ſurcly be had for our dcterce, and fecutity, 


Verſe 27, Thebeafts hane no King, yet gee they forth allby 


bands, 


N the third place are ranked the /ocu/is, which are certaine 

flies with long legs, whereof there were grear tore in the 
calt countries, which hane no King, noptincip z!!, or chicte [i= 
er oucr thern, as the Bees are «ffizmed to have, yet goe 19ey 
forth allby bands, yet haue they ſuch reſpectto cheir owne ſafe- 
ty, as not to lingle themſclucs aluncer, which would be dan- 
perous, and beare ſuch louc to concord, which is moſt com- 
tortable,thatchey march all in a company as it Were in batcell 


aray,and trengchenchemſelues by flocking in infinite heapes: 
whercout 


532 ProveRss. Chap.30, 
whereout the wiſe man, though hee make no application, 
would haue this morall learned : that needfull, and good ſer- 
vices are to be performed, though they be not vrged thereto 
by compulſion, nor inforced by the command of authority, 
and that aſcotiation, and combination in lawfull affaires is 
very vſcfull, and of great valditie, forthe publike goud, and 
allo the benefic of eucry mans privat eſtate, 


Verſe 28. The ſpider taketh hold with her hands,ands inthe 
Kings Palaces, : 
Aﬀt ofall commeth the ſpider, who is ſaid to take hold, of 
the thread, which ſhe hath ſpunne,with her hands, nor that 
they are ſuch indeed, but becauſe they are ſet ſome on one 
fide, and ſome on another,as mens hands are,and becauſe they 
doe the office of hands, that is, apprehend, and lay hold on 
things, otherwiſe in proper ſpeech they are feete : and 5 in the 
Kmgs Palaces, labouring bulilie about her web inthe moſt 
ſumptuous roomes, and magnificent buildings that can bee ; 
her curious workmanſhip in making of her cobwet-.. and her 
conſtant induſtry, with diligent trauell inthe ſame, 5 brought 
in,to admoniſh men not to be ſlothfull in their vocations, bo 
induſtrious : not to be vnskilfull flubberers in their trades, or 
profeſſions, bur expert Artificers,and exact workemen, labou- 
ring ſo to excell thercin, that they may doe thoſe things 
which be commendable, and admirable, though with a bet» 
ter minde then to ſecke praiſe and applauſe tor the ſame, 


Verſe 29. There be three things that order well their going ; 
yea foure that are comely in going. 


N the former quaternion eAgar propoſed the obſeruable 
properties of certaine feeble creatures of little reſpeR, the 
moſt of them being bur inſeQs, for mens vyſe and inſtrution: 
inthis following hepreſenteth to our view for a patterne of 
comelines, and courage, the example of others that are more 
heroicall, and renowned all agreeing inthe well ordering of 
is 
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their goings, and inthe ſeemelineſſe of their pace : inthereci. 
tall whereof his intent is to incite euery man tolooke wellto 
his carriage,that he walke decently, and as becommeth him in 
the piace which he holdeth : good mens eyes be fixed vpon 
him,and bad mens eyes doe ſtrictly behold himhe conuerſeth 

con{tantly in the preſence of Gods Angels, and cuery ftep of al 

bis pachs are perpetually before the Lord. 


Verſe 30. eA Liow which is ſfronge/t among beaſt,and tur 
weth not away for any, 

Verſe 31. A horſewhich hath his loynes girt vp,an he goat, 
anda King ag ain't whom there 1s no 11/ing vp. 


E beginneth with the Liow, who in hispaſſage any whi- 

ther goeth not timerouſly, and cowardly in feare : hec 
gembleth nor nor flyeth backe,alchough he ſee the Elephant, 
nor any the like beat?, but proccedeth on forward with a vali- 
ant courage:next he ſetteth out the /7orſe,cſpecially whe he is 
harneſſed for the bactell, or prepared for the race:the meraphor 
being taken trom the people of the caft, and their cuſtome, 
who when they went readily about any thing, would truſle vp 
their garments about their loynes : the difpolition and valour 
of this bealtis well knowne vnco vs, how gallantly he lerreth 
hiv{clfeto praunce, ffampe, rayne,or runne, according as he is 
pur vnto it: and of him the Lord giveth this teſtimony ro [86: 


Haſt thou ginen the horſe ſtrength, or conered his necke with _ 30.23.33. 
neighing ? haſt thow made him afraid as the graſſe hopper * his 24+35.26, 


firong neighing i; feareful. He digperh in the valley,andreio)- 
cb bn th he — fort Fo meete the harneſſed man : 
he mocteth at feare,and i not afraid,and turneth not backe from 
the ſword: the Gumer ratleth at him, the glittering ſpeare, and 
the hield, He ſwalloweth the ground for fiercenes and rage, and 
beleeneth not tha: it 1s the trumpet;he ſarth among the trumpet 
ters, ha,ha ; be ſmelleth the bartella far off, and the noyſe of the 


Captaines, and the ſhouting. 
d& . ! ho bein 
Inthe third place he m-ntioneth the hee g lkerh deſore re 


ſame 


Tofh.r 6.7. 
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ſame with.a certaine atelines, but with cheerefulnes in the 
fight of ite reſt, climerh yp the craggie rockes and moun- 
taines, 

Hee concludeth with the King, not putting himlaſt as the 
meaneſt,but ſhutting vp all with him as the worthielt,in com- 
pariſon of whom (if he bee a man worthie of his place)the 0+ 
thers arc but a ſhadow : hee is a Lord, and commandcr oucr 
them all, For if man in reſpeCt of his kinde was made to haue 
dominion ouer all the beaſts, and though he had forfeited the 
ſame,it was reftored to him againe through Chrift;how much 
more hath the King this prerogatiue, who is the Prince ouer 
men? and agan/? him (it is ſaid) rhere w no riſing vp : not but 
that there be many murinics and rebellions, but few of them 
take place, God being in a ſpeciall manner the Kings prote- 
Qor : For that hee is his Deputie and Liutcnant, and whom if 
he did not maintaine and ſupport, humane ſocietie would be 
difſolued ; and therefore belides his owne watchfull eye, and 
prouident hand, he hath alſo armed him with maicſtic and au- 
thoritie : he hath put the {word into his hand, for defence of 
himſelfe,and vengeance on his enemies.Such a one then ought 
a Prince to be, mightic; valiant, and full of magnanimitic, a- 

inſt whom none ſhould dare to ſtand vp, or be audacious to 
rcfilt : and theſe inſtances are induced for inſtruction tothem 
that haue authoritie commirred to the, that they might learne 
how well it beſcemeth them to ſhew themſclues bolde,and 
feareleſſe in their places. So the Lord doth animate and hear- 
ten /oſhua,ſaying, Be ſtrong,and of good courage : for vnto this 
people ſhalt thou dinide for an inheritance, the land which 1 
ſware to their fathers to gine them, Only bee ftrong, and very 
couragious, that thou maiſt obſerne to doe, according toall the 
law which Moſes my ſeruant commanded thee : turne not from 
neither tothe right hand,nor to the left. 


Verſ.32. 1f thou haſt done fooliſhly in lifting vp thy ſelfe : or 
if thou baſt thought enill,lay thine hand vpon th mouth, 


| lo the premiſes by examples hee taught men of place to bee 
yalcrous,and couragiouſly to maintaine the honour of mw 
places 
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places,andin this yerſe with that which followeth, he admo- 
niſhech all men nor ro abuſe his inftu& ion ro haughtines, and 
wucbulencie, but to frame themſclues :> modeſtie, and peace- 
ablenes ; which hee doth by giuing men direion, how they 
ſhould diſpoſe of themſelues thereto, and by producing « 
reaſon,asa motive toperſwadethem to labour wGerin : /f s 
haſt done fooliſhly,if thou haſt outwardly ſinned through folly, 
in lifting vp thy ſelfe, in proud ſpeeches, and arrogant beha» 
viour : For ambicion, vaine glorie,and all the cffe&ts of a con- 
ceited minde are nothing elle but meere fooliſhnes : as Has 
bakkuk ſ aith, Hee that lift e#h VP ; imſelfe, his mind: ts not UVp- 
right within him, [ndeed the proud man 1: 4 he that tranſgreſe 
ſeth by wine, Or if thou haſt tought en;\. if thou hat! given 


entertainment to vnlouing lurmites,c {1001 2!ly if chov halt in» 
wardly nouriſhed any r:charitable poſes of doing cuill, 
lay thy hand vpon thy wont 5,be (lent, i0211” ©, and giue oner, 
For the firſt Rep to reformation is t: :eate from imailitaning 
of finne : For the Lord by Ezechicl oth promiſe it a3 2 trund 
tellimonie ofvenfained repentance, iayint, 9.47 £9 164177 


member ,and be aſhamed, and nener open ity 199% * 

And therefore Feb alſo by this argument dc ti; 

of his humiliation, ſaying, Behold / amr wile : = 

ſwere thee? [ will lay 7 wvpon my mouth. Oc: + 
len,but [ will anſwmereno more; yea twice,bus [ Wilt proces: 
farther, And fo the wiſe man here doth preſcribeit as a (71 
and note of repc:cance, which hee would haue thoſ® tha 
through pride to riſe again vnto : becauſe that it alv'ay! 
deth miercie,and ſaluerh yp the wounds that finne makert.. 


Verſ.33. Surely as the churning of milke bringeth foor') 
butter, and the wring i: of the noſe bringeth forth blood: /o ihe 
forcing of anger bringeth forth ſtrife. 


THe reaſon wherby he dchorteth men fr6 ſuch courſes as be- 
Wray a proud heart in our {clues, and baſe opinion oi our 

drethren,is from che eviil earnt which will follow ypon ir,1"* 
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by, and is amplified by two familiar fimilitudes touching 
things obujous to all ſorts : the meaneſ? girle in a countrie 
knowethy that much beating doth ſeuer the thinner milke 


'from the thicker. creame, and ſo: cauſeth batter to ariſe :and 


very children doe vnderſtand,and feele that che hard and ye. 
hement rubbing of the noſtrils maketh blood to fall downe, 
and iflue out of them : So he that forceth wrath, ſtirreth other 
men to anger by his prouoking ſpeeches, bringeth forth ſtrife, 
is the nel of much diflenhon:ſometimes of brawling, ſome- 
times of fighting, ſometimes of ſuites, ſometimes of warre : 
who can recount or thinke of the particular miſchiefes that 
may inſue thereupon ? By this Shox king of the Amorites 
brought himſelfe co ruine,and his kingdom to be conquered : 


by this Amaziab king of Iudah brought a foile with much 


miſerie ypon himſelfe,and the people, becauſe hee compelled 
Toaſh the king of Iſrael perforce to meete him inthefield : and 
by this Aſahelthe brother of /oab brought himſelfe vnto an 
yntimely death,by prouoking Aber with ouer much wilful- 
nes and ychemencie. 


"Cnarrn ""_ XX X1, 


DR — 


Verſ.1. The words of King Lemwel, the prophecie that his 
mother taught hn, 


His Chapter confifteth of two parts : the one, 
the title : the other, the diſcourſe it ſelfe. Inthis 
title is declared firſt in generall the nature or 
forme of the treatiſe inſuing,a prophecie,an ho- 

*X lie and exccllent doQrine, which had a better 

author then Lemwels mother, or Lemuel himſelfe, the holic 

Ghoſt, who was pleaſedto vſe only their tongue and pen, for 

the publication ofic to the Church: and ſecondly;the perſons 

Which are intereſted therein, which are Lemeel, and his mo- 

ther: The words of King Lemwel, which he wrought, bauing 
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S before receined them as inſtructions from his mother. This 
n Lemuel no doubt was Salomon, both for that he was called a 
q King,of which name beſides him there was none otherin IC 


rel; or Judah: and for that the word hath fo neere sffinitie 
with his name, as it is in Hebrew,the firſt letter being raken 
, - from the beginning, and che word E/, which ſignifiech 

God, being added to the end; which alteration being made, 
Lemuel hgnifieth him that appertaineth to God, Now having 
found who Lemuel was, there will be no difficultie to vnder- 
ſtand who his mother was : for the Scripture plainly affirmeth 
her to be Ba hſheba the wife of David, who had formerly bin 
the yoke-fellow of Yryah the Hittite, who notwithſtanding 
ſhe had failed of love ro him, and puriie in her ſelfe, by yee!- 
ding vnto the vnlawfull ſolicitations of D.zwid ; yet vpon due 
repentance is imployed by God in this great ſeruice,to be(as 
it were) the moutly of his ſpirit, for the vitering of his words, 
which ſhould perpetually be recorded tor the information of 
his people through all poſterities, 


Li ” moms = ww 


Verſ.2. What my ſonne ! and what the ſonue of my wombe 
and what the ſonne of my vowes | 


|, wr'p ſhe delivereth her precepts, or doQrines, where- 
with ſheis about to infiru@ him, ſhe infinuarerh her {clte 
into him to poſſleſle his hearr, and intentiuenes of minde ro 
that which ſhe ſhall ſpeake ynto him, partly by the manner of 
her ſpeech,and partly by the arguments which ſhe produceth, 
Touching the manrer, ſhe purpolely intimaterh her mother- 
ly affeRion to him, and yehement defire of his good Ly an 
abrupt manner of ſpeaking,and ſuch as is more ful of aftection 
then of ſenſe expreſlely vitered : hat my ſoune ! &c, The ar- 
guments whereby ſhe allureth his minde, to make 1t beneu0- 
lent and pliable ro her,are two,and both of then »cerc'y con- 
cerning himſelfe : the firſt,thac he is her ſonne, ye? the ſonne of 
her wombe, her naturall ſonne,and hee that is mol tender and 
dexre vato her : and therefore hee may well be perſwader of 
her good meaning toward im. a« one whom ſhe hath bred 
Nn 2 in 
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in her owne bowels, and brought foorth into the world, and 
js ſo neerely ynitedto her by ſo firong a band of natute, and 
eherefore ought alſo for-his part teipeQtively to reverence her, 
and heedfulty to regard her grave and weightic ſayings, The 
ſecond,that he is the ſorze of her vowes, for whoſe being, life 
and welfarc, ſhe hath made prayers, and promiſes vnto God, 
and offered ſacrifices with praiſes: and therfore heis alſo tied 
in conſcience, for piccie and religion,to lifien ynco, and obe 
her, eſpccia!ly being ſo kinde a mother, and preſcribing fuch 
needfull diirics, who hath made and performed ſuch ſolemne 
yowes in his behalfe, 


Verſ.z. Gine not thy ſtrength to women, nor thy waies to that 
which deſlroyeth Kings, 


Hon leſſons and inſftrutions which Bathſheba giueth vn- 
to S1/omon, are ſome informing him how to carrie him- 
felfe in the gouernment of the Common-wealth, vnto the 
tenth yerſe: and others direRing him corcerning the ſtate of 
apriuate familie in that, andthe reſt following. For the for- 
mer,ſhe admoniſhcth him of certaine vices which hee is eſp» 
cially ro ſhunne,as inconrinencie,and intemperancie,& com= 
mendeth ynto him ſuch duties as hee is to performe, 35 iuſtice, 
and mercie. Gine not thy ſtrength to women, ſpend not thy 
ſtrength ypon ſtrange women, or harlots : by frergth ſhe vn- 
derſtandeth not onely his ſubllance, bur alſo the powers and 
good eſtate of the bodie, and minde, For the cuſtome of 
whoredom doth conſume a mans ſtate how wealthy ſocuer:it 
weakneth his bodie, though ir be of a firong conſtitution : it 
dulleth the wits,and taketh awaythe vigour thereof, though 
before they were very prompt and pregnant, Sce chap. 5.9.10, 
Nor tothat,co the haunting of that vice; or to the companie 
of thoſe perſons, whoriſh,v omen which deſtroy Kings, which 
cauſe the ruine both of kingdomes and Princes : For they 
draw downe Gods curſe, which the mightieſt haue no more 
power to refiſt then the weakef}, and which God executeth 
Without all reſpe& of perſons, /ob was wealthic : Job was of 
| great 
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hone: for (faith he) this is 4 fire that would denonre all my in- 
creaſe, 


Verſ.4. It is not for X ings, O Lemuel, it « not for Kings to 
drinks wine nor for Princes /frong drinke. 


I's diſſwade her ſonne from tipling and yoluptuouſnes, 
ſhe ſheweth how ynworthie a thing it is,and a fault al- 
together 1nisbeſeeming his place and dignitie. /t ;s not for 
Kmngs,O Lemmel,to drmke wine,nor Princes ſtrong drinke:The 
re{traint of intemperate crinking is nor lzid ypon thee alone, 
but belongeth to all of thy place and condition :no King, no 
Prince,hath allowanceto paſſe the rules of ſobrietie,cither in 
taking roo much, orin drinking ofthat which is too hor, and 
apt coinflame ; and therefore neither haſt thou wrong in bo» 
ing admoniſhed to be ſparing, neither haſt thou immunitie to 
tranſpreſſe this precept more then others, fince it is common 
toall of thy ranke : yet is not wine, or frong drinte, valawfull 
for Kings or Princes to vie, and refreſh themſclues with, only 
exceflc,and the inordinate taking thereof is prohubired, 


Verſe 5. Left they drinke,and forget the law,and pernert the 
indgement of the affifted, 


Os backeth her caueat, and confirmeth her reaſon,by the 
incommoditie and miſchiefe that will enſue, when Magi- 
firates and gouernours exceede the bounds of moderation, 
and giue themſelues to over much drinking, becauſe they be- 
ing ouercome of wine doe faile of dutie,and neglet iuſtice,o 
the damage and detriment of a great multicude. Leſt they 
drinks ouer much, and forger the [aw,not onely the comman- 
dements and ordinances off God,bur alſo the certaine and ap- 
pointed order of law and equitic, and per#err, change, and 
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great authoritie : /ob was a man of much wiſedome : and /obs 
credit and eſtimation was very great,and yet he durſtnottake 
libertieto yeeld to the lufts of his fleſh, in the practiſe of this 


Es ee ns es 
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the affiiled, of ſuch as being otherwiſe poore, are oppreſſed 
alſo with wrongs and iniuries,which will be much increaſed 
by the intemperate Magiſtrate, who in fiead of miniftring 
helpe and ſuccour voto them,doth make their caſe more hea- 
vic,by paſſing a wrongful ſentence again(t them : and ſhe ma- 
keth ſpeciall mention of theſe rather then of the rich; becauſe 
they are more ſubic&to violence and oppreſſion ; and vſuall 
haue their cauſes lefle regarded, The point that the higheſt 
would haue notified by this ſaying,is,that itis dangerous for 
. the people when the rulers bee voluptuous: they are ſhep- 
heards, and bythcir difabilitic the flocke is damnified : they 
are coach-men,or rather Pilots, which haue many liues com- 
mitted to their care and cuſtodie : and therefore ſaith Eccle- 
fiaſtes : Woe to thee O land When thy King is a childe, and thy 
Princes eate in the morning. Bleſſed art then O land when thy 
King ts the ſonne of Nobles, and thy Princes eate in due ſeaſon 
for ſtrength,and not for drankennes, 


Eccle,10,16,17 


Verſ.6. Gine ſtrong drinke vnto him that « readie to periſh, 
and wine to them that be of beanie hearts, 


ge amplifieth her admonition by the contrarie,and ſhew- 
eth to whom wine and /rong arinke doe chiefly appertaine, 
to them that are readie to periſh,through manifold afflictions, 
either inward or outward, lying vpon them, and ro them that 
be of heanie hearts, whoſe ſpirits are oppreſſed with forrowes 
and heauineſſe,or with griefes and terrors, 


Verſ.7. Let him drinke and forget his ponerty, and remember 


hu miſerie no more. 


He cauſe wherefore they ſhould enioy the more free vic 
of wine and ſtrong drinke,ſhe alle ver that they may for- 
Let their poxertie, the want that they liuc 1,0r any other euils 
or calamities that are burthenſome vnto thein : For ynder one 
kinde ſhe comprehendeth all, a4 remember their niſerie n0 


more, being as long as may be by this meanes Sas of 
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their cares,and troubleſome cogitations. Ttis as if ſhe ſhould 
haue aid, let him that is ready to finke vnder the weight of 
troubles and terroxs, refreſh his heart with a comfortable 
drawght of wine, or frong drinle, that the remembrance of 
his woe and miſery, which pierceth his hearr, may be ſome. 
what abated, and removed, Iris farre fromthe intent of the 
ſpirit of God to allow exceſle, or carow. {ing in any, neither 
forth the doAtine confirme, or warrant either giuing wine or 
ſtrong drinke to malef2tors drawen to execution, or ficke 

perſons labouring on their death-bed forlife, at which time 

they ought to be moſt ſober, and watchfull, Onelyxheſe in- 

ſtruQions tend ro declare that ſome, namely thoſe that are in 

extreame adueriity, cannot only beare a large quantitie of 
ſtrong erinke without hurt, but receive much good thereby; 

which being taken in the ſame meaſure by ſome in proſpetity, 

or authority, would vtterly ouerthrow them, or make them 

vnfit to follow their callivg. 


Verſe 8. Open thy mou: h for the dumb,in the canſe of all ſuch 
45 are appointed to deſtruttion. 


Pen thy month] Speake in the behalfe of the oppreſſed, 

who becauſe they cannor, or dare not pleade for them- 
ſclues, may well be called dumb,and yer haue anequal, iuft,and 
righteous cauſe : for thoſe that ſpeake leaft are many times 
more innocent then thoſe that are full of words : for ſome 
want kill, and are not able to ſpeake in their owne defence: 
ſomepur yp great wrongs, and with ſilence paſle by the iniu« 


ries that are offered ynto them : ſome be abſent, and heare not 


the impurations that arc laid ypon them : ſome bee borne 
down with violence, & not permitted to ſpeake forthelelues, 
as was Toſephs caſe, who was ſore puniſhed before his apology 
could be heard : ſo Mordecay, and all the ewes were irrecO. 
uctably deftinared to death, and yet neuer had bin called to 
the barre to make their anſwere, mm the cauſe of a ſuch as are 
afpointed to deſtrutticn, being vniufily purſued, are vnrighte- 
ouſlic condemned, and ready to bee executed ; for innocent 
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men are many times in as great peril of their life, or eſtate, as 
the moſt faultie malefaQors:where almoſt can a worſe man be 
found, then Naboth was charged to bc?or what greater crime 
doth bring men to theirend, then that whereof the impurati- 
on occaſioned his death? he ſuffered as a profeſſed traytor a- 
gainſthis prince, and as an execrable blaſphemer of God him. 
ſelfe. Whatcreature was cuer ſo harmelefle, and righteous, as 
Ieſus Chrifi? and yet who cuer did beare a greater burden of 
accuſations, and that with clamours, and outcries ? And this 
proceedeth partly from the malice of their enemies:and partly 
fromthe prouidence of God, that his power may be ſcene in 
their deliverance, or that their paticace may be for the.incou- 
ragement, and example of others :and that their reward may 
be greater in heauen, 


Verſe 9. Open thy month, inage righteou(ſly, and pleade the 
eanſe of the poore and needy. 


Ojn2 mouth\ Take their perſon vypon thy ſelfe, make 
their cauſe thine own, though their aduerſary through 
force, lies, or fallaces doe ſet them downe that they cannot 
reply, yet thou knowing what is to be ſaid for chem, ſpeake ir, 
and maintaine their cauſe: for they that haue meanes,and abi- 
lity to helpe their bcethren, ought ro ſupply their wants which 
cannot deale forthemſelues. Among che great comforts of 
ob, this was one, that he had bin,eyes to the blind, axd feete to 
the lame, and had bin afather to the poore, and ſearched out 
the cauſe which he knew ot : and for this ſeruice Abedmelech 
ſpeaking to the King of Iudah for [eremiah impriſoned : and 
Eaſter ſpeaking to ; King of Perſia for her diftrefled people, 
ſhall be renowned to the worlds end : and Pharas his butler 
ſhould hauc had much more praiſe, if he had made mention 
of /oſepb, and his bard intreatie, ynto his maſter ſooner. 
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Verſe 10. Who can find a vertwous woman : for her price 
far aboue carbuncles, 


Ss direeth Salomon to prouide wel for the goodeſtate of 
his family, by making choice of a faithfull, gratious, and 
well qualified wife : neither doth ſhein plaine and expreſle 
tearmes aduiſe himto march with ſuch a one, bur by ſetting 
forth of her large praiſe, and amplifying her manifold fruits, 
ſhe.doth allure him to vſe his beſt care and diligence to ſeeke 
out, and provide himfelfe of ſucha one : and hence to theend 
of the Chapter, euery verſe beginneth with an Hebrew letter, 
according tothe order of the alphabet, and accord iult with 
thenumberofthem ; theexcellency, and rarenes of 8 good 
wife, with her ſingular graces he deſcriberh in this verle,and 
all the reſt tothe 28. andthen the reward,and incouragement 
which is due vnto her,to the end ofthe Chapter, The commen, 
dation which ſhe giueth of her in the firſt place, is generall, 
and illuſtrated by compariſon, as appeareth in this preſent 
yerſe:and afterward it is more ſpecial,all in regard of her parti- 
cular yertues in many ſentences following: who cax find, by a- 
ny thing that he himſelfe can doe, a verrnous woman, a good 
and holy woman: he propoſcth it in manner of queſtion, both 
becauſe good wiues are hard to bee found for the ſcarcity of 
them: there are many rich, witty, perſonable, and beaurifull; 
but few adorned with pictie, and goodnes: few are godly,and 
pratious, as alſo becauſe ſuch womenare Gods rare and fin- 
gular gifts, her price « farre aboxe carbuncles, ſhe is not only 
rare, and hard to come by, like the pretious ſtones, but being 
onceobtained, a man cannot ſer too great a price or value of 
her : for no treaſure can be comparable co a good wite, Sce 


Chap.1 2.4. 
Verſe rt. The heart of her hnrband doth ſafely truſt in her, 
ſo that he ſhall bane no need of ſpoile, 


Hu g thus ſpoken of her praiſe in general! rearmes, hee 


deſcenderh to.a moreparticular relation of her laudable 
yertues, | 
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yer: ues, and qualities, and thoſe, though many, may yet be re- 
duced into three heads : the firſt is her huſwifery,and prudent 
care for her ſelfe,the good eſtare of her husband, and wel-fare 
ofher family, and this is to. be ſeene almoſt in euery verſe :the 
ſecond, her mercy, and liberalitie to the poore, as appeareth 
by the twentieth verſe : the third, her piety, godlines, and reli- 
g100,in the five and twenty, and fixe and twenty verles, the 
beart of her husband doth ſafely truſt in ber, whether he be ab. 
ſcnr, or preſent, he doubteth nor either of her chaftirie, of her 
ſecrchie,or of his care for the family,and commirteth to her the 
diſpofing of his affaires that are within dooretfor the more re- 
ligious an witeis, the lefle occafion ſhe giuerh co her huſ- 
band to ſulpe@ her : his goods, ftuffe, or 4 nach he hath 
in his houſe he may know ſhall be ſafely looked vnto with« 
our filching, or purloyning.: hee may well know that ſhe will 
haue an cyeto the ſeruants to keepe them from finne and idle- 
nes : ſhe will order the children, and not ſuffer them through 
want of education to grow rude,and euil! mannered : hereye 
will be to the prouifion of the houſe, that itbce well dreſſed, 
and ſcaſonably miniſtred ynto her people : he may boldly in- 
uite a friend, and giue welcome ynto him art any time, ſhee 
will notlowre ypont him, or be to ſecke of prouifion, or bee 
carelefle to grace his houſe with ſuch things as are ncedfull 
and decent : ſo that he ſhall haze no need of ſpoile, he ſhall not 
wantany necefſaries, or through povertic be compelled to re- 
licuc himſclfe with wrong,and hurt to others: cither through 
violence or deceit, through fraud or impreſſion, For ſhe will 
by Gods blefſing ypon her labours, prouidence,and good go- 
ernment, ſofarre'as Rand with the ſafety of his ſoule, and 
make forthe welfare of himſelfe, and his houſhold,inrich him 
viith variety, plenty, and choice of all his commodicies, like to 
martiall men who hauing ſubdued the countries of his enc- 
mies, and taken their cities by aſſault doeranſacke the fame, 
and ſeize ypon their treaſures, and'beſt goods, at their plea- 
ſures, and bring home the ſame to their owne houſes. The 
ſame ſimilitude was vſed,butin worſe part, in the firſt Chapter 
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fill our houſes full of ſpoile, What good baytes are gotten in 
warre, we may concciue by the ineſtimable riches which Da- 
vid had gathered together, and brought to Teruſalem, toward 
the building ofthe temple, and the inualuable wealth, which 
Nebucadnez.zar ſurpriſed, and carried from Iecuſalem at the 
deſtruQtion of the temple, withthe city, 


Verſe 12, She will doe him good, andnot enillallthe dayes of 
by life. 


He will doe him good] By carcfull performance ofthe duties 

of her place, and not ew4ll, either by bringing hurt ynto his 
eltate,or griefe to his heart, or diſhonour to his name:for com- 
modity by a wife one way, yeeldeth no warrant to wrong her 
husband another : Adfichol though ſhe;had bin a meanes for 
preſeruation of Dawids life, was yet puniſhed afterward for 
deſpiſing of him : [obs wife had done good in bringing him 
children, yet not excuſed for diſquieting his heart, and mouing 
him to diſtemper, and impatience, all the dayes of her life, ſo 
long as they two ſhall live togerher ; as if he ſhould haue ſaid, 
This vertuous woman wil be contant in loue to her husband, 
in youth, in age, in proſperitie, in aduerſity, in ſickenes, in 
healch, ſhe 4od, what ſhe can vnto him,in his body, his ſoule, 
and his eſtate ; ſhe prouideth ſuch food as may nouriſh him : 
ſhe Rirreth him vp to the ſeruice of God : ſhe ſaueth his goods 
as much as is poſſible : ſhe lowreth not on him with her coun- 
tenance: ſhe crofleth him not in her words : ſhe vexeth him 
not by her deeds : if ſhe know avy thing that will pleaſe or 
profit him, about ſhe goeth with all ſpeed :if ſhe perceive any 
thing that will offend or hurt him, that ſhe auoydeth; and 
ſhunneth with all care. 


Verſe 1 3. She ſecketh wos!, and flaxe, and workgth willingly 
with ber bands, 


Nchelaſt verſe he commendeth her fora generall effect of 


her profizable demeanure co hex husband, and n—_— 
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ſame by the contrary negatiuely, and by the conſtancie, and 
continuance thereof, Now he beginneth to reckon yp cer- 
eaine particular aQions pertinent to her condition, and fir for 
her imployment, ſhe ſeeketh, it ſhe haue not ofher owne, ſhe 
hearkeneth out where it is to be had, and accordingly proui- 
deth nottherhings that are moſt fine, but moſt neceſlary : bur 
theſe are fit for her ſex, and profitable for her houſe, inaſmuch 
as wool,and flaxe being dreſſed, andperfeRed, ſerue ro make 
couerings, and cloathings, for ſheetes alſo and naprie,and in- 
numerable other vſes,cf laboureth cheerefully with ber hands, 
ſhe her ſelfe layeth her own hands to worke,as well as others, 
and taketh greatdelighr, and pleaſure therein, to the end that 
by her example ſhe might draw them on : & notwithſtanding 
her eſtate and place be great, yer ſhe dainerh to apply her ſelfe 
to thoſe things which | meane for her _ as ſpin- 
ning, and carding, and other petty matters, which nice coy 
dames would not only count trifles, butroo too baſe forthem 
to ſtoupe vnto, 


Verſe 14. She 5s like the merchants ſhips, ſhe bringeth ber 
food from a farre. 


S inthe former verſe, her care wasdeclared in prouidirg 
matter of imployment for her ſelfe, and her people, that 

ſhe would finde ſomewhartto worke vpen : ſo in this her in- 
duftry, for food and prouifion, is commended, that as ſhe 
would neither haue her ſelfe, nor thoſe that bee about her to 
want worke, or be remifle in it : ſo ſhe ordereth the matter, 
that chere be no want of vials or other neceſſaries whereby 
life is preſerued, and without com ie whereof no man 
can be ableto labour, or doc any ſcruice with cheerefulnes: 
and in this reſpeR ſhe is compared to the wercbantsſhips,who 
carrying forth ſome one commoditie into forren countries, 
Teturne thence, bringing home ſundry others for it : for all 
countries are not inriched after one manner : ſome haue great 
ſore of corne : others abound with vines,and wine:ſome haue 
plentie of fruits : others are ftored with mines, —— ? 
me 
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ſome breed abundance of ſheepe, wooll, and cattell, Inlike 
manner that which ſhe hath co ſpare at home, ſhe ſelleth ro hex 
ighbours which want the ſame : that which is wanting ynto 
ker, ſhe buyerbofthem that are able, and willing to ytterir 
for money, and wares, according as they can agree : but have 
it ſhe will ypon good conditions, and compaſle it by ſuch 
manner of trafficke as ſhall be commodious to both lides, 


Verſe 15. Sheriſeth while it i yet night, and grueth meate 
#0 ber howſbold, and a tarhe to ber maidexs, 


Tz premiſes ſhew,that what was lacking ofher owne ſhe 
would get ſapply of it from another > : ſhe would 
ſeeke for wool and flaxe, that ſhe might haue whereabout ro 
inploy her people ; meate and food ſhe would be ſureto pro- 
uide,thatpenury ſhould not pinch her family.Now being ſto- 
red with both ſorts, this text ſheweth how ſhe doth diſpenſe 
them, ſhetaketh great care that ker houſhold hane the ſame 
miniſtred to then in due ſeaſon;and therefore foe riſeth from 
her ſleepe, and out of her bed,while it « yet night, very carly 
inthe morning,and before day,eſpecially inthe winter ſeaſon, 
and giueth meate and drinke, that which is wholeſome and 
you , and as mvch as is needfull, and competent,ts her howſt» 

old, to her people of all ſorts, and degrees, to ber children, 
to her ſeruants; to her men,to her maides,to the boyes, and to 
the girles, to cuery age, to euery ſex, and to cuery order: and 
the tashe of worke and labour to her maidens, who after 2 
more ſpeciail manner are at her command, and appoititment 


for their ſervice and buſines, then the men are : ſo that ſhee 


prouideth both meate, and worke for them : becauſe meate 
without worke breedeth idlenes, and other miſchicfcs, and 
worke without meate cannot be performed, 


Verſe 16. She confidereth 4 field, and buyeth it : and with- 
the fraite of her hands ſhe plameth 4 vinejard, 


| Ere Bathſhebarclatcth $ (ucceſſe of the good wifes pro- 


dence, and paiacs taking, hes ſubRance, and _ oe 
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bands in and by her hands, and ſo well increaſed as that ſhe is 


able to make a purchaſe without greedines, or coueting after 
that which is other mens : without niggardlines, and pin- 
ching of her ſelfe :; withour wrongto her family:without neg- 
le& of righteouſnes, beneficence, and mercy : without iniury 
ynto, or circumuention of the ſeller; whom neceſſity compel- 
leth, or good conſiderations induce to depart with his land: 
fhe confidereth a field, offered to be ſold, whether it lic fit for 
her : whether ſhe be able to pay forit : whether it bee worth 
her mony : whether theritle ou be ſound, and good: whether 
ſhe ſhall not hurt the ſeller,or any other man in dealing for it ; 
and getteth it,accepteth of the bargaine, and concludeth ro 
goethorow withit, hath the aſſurance paſſed to her ſelfe, or 
her husbaud, maketh payment for it : with the fruit of her 
hand;,with the gaine of her labour, trauell,care,and diligence: 
for alaborious hand is compared to a fruitfull tree, and both 
the good which thereby ſhe doth, and the profit which there- 
by ſhe getteth, vnto fruite , ſhe planteth 4 vineyard, in the 
ground,or field, which ſhe bath bought,or otherwiſe imploys 
echitto the beſt commoditie according to the nature of the 
ſoile, as in grafing, tillage, gardening, orthe like: ſo citcum- 
ſpe andconſiderat ſhe is in making the purchaſe, and lo pro- 
uident and thrifty ro conuert it tothe belt yſe, 


Verſe 17. She girdeth her loynes with ftrength,and ſirength- 


neth ber armes. 


A® we haue heard what ſhe doth, and gerteth : ſo are we 


informed hereafter what inanner ſhe worketh, and fol- 
laweth her bufines, ſhe girdeth her loynes with ſtrength: for the 
vnderlianding whereof we muſt know, that ancienly it hath 
bin, and ſtill is the manner ofthe people in thoſe countries, to 
be clothed withlong garments, which are no ſmall impedi- 
menr to their gate, and travels, and for this cauſe when they 
would goe apace, and doe any thing with diligence, or fight 
withtheir enemics,they did trufſe vp, and gird their garments 
about their loines ; andbecauſe grear ftrength (as we know) 
is 


. 
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is in the armes,therefore ſhe maketh ſpeciall mention of ther, 
which is nothing elſe, bur Rrongly, and with courage to ſer 
their hands to the worke : ſo that it is as much as if Bathſheba 
ſhould haueſaid, This vertuons womon whom I comniend, 
dealeth not inher vocation remiſſely, and by the balues, but 
addreſſeth herſelfe with remoucall of every impediment to 
theſerious performance ofher duety,ſhe prepareth her ſelfe to 
her affaires as if ſhe were to runne arace, or wreſtle with a 
champion, ſhe flieth about her worke, and ſerteth on it witha 
fetled reſolution: ber garments hung nor looſe about her, bur 
ſhe tuckerh them vp that ſhe may be the more nimble: nei- 
ther doth a little paines weary her out, ſhe giuethnot place to 
any diſcouragements, but animateth her ſelfe,and leaueth not 
off yntill ſhe haue gone thorow with her enterpriſes. 


Verſe 18, She perceineth that her marchandiſe is good : her 
candle goeth not ont by night. 


B Athſheba proceedeth to make an narration ofthe thriftic 
wifes proceeding, conſtant going forward in her good 
courſe of diligence, and ſedulitie ; and ſheweth firſt by what 
meanes ſhe is incitedto it, and afterward declareth vnto what 
a degree of paines-taking ſhe hath atrained:for the former, ſhe 
perceineth by experience, as comfortoble to herheart, as &- 
lightfull food is vnto her taſte, chat her marchandiſe i good: 
that her prudent gouernment, and the wiſe diſpoſing of her 
matters turneto as good profit for the benefit, and increaſe of 
her husbands, and her owne eftate, as if ſhe did exerciſe any 
commodious trafficke, or merchandiſe: for the latter, hey cane 
dlegeeth not ont by night, becauſe ſhe ſpeedeth ſo well in her 


bulinefſe, and her worke findeth ſo good ſucceſſe,ſhe will rar- 


ricatit,as long as ſhe _ leaue offno ſooner then needs 


ſhe muRt,and therefore vſeth her ſelfe to vi gilancy,and watch. 
fulnes, fitting vp late, as being loath to loſe any time, re- 
ſpeRing her callin , morethen hereaſe: and yet ſhe doth not 
oppr els her body by —____ ſelfe of needfull reſt; for i 


. A rs." ; fo t, 
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Verſe 19, She layeth her band: on the ſpindle, and ber hand; 
bandl: the diſtaffe. 


S ſhe fitreth vp long inthe night, ſo teſtimony is 
A*% herhow he beliowerh her time before ſhe I 


bed, not in idle diſcourſes, notin gaming, or yaine ſports, noe 
in banquerring, or p ge 1uncates, not in vaine fruit- 
lefle exerciſes : but ſhe lgyeth ber hands on the ſpindle, and bey 
hands take hold of the diftaffe,ſhe is not grieued to apply or oc- 
expy her ſclfeabout thoſe things, which might ſeeme vile,and 
contemptible : ſhe thinketh not her ſelfe dſhonoured, neither 
her hands blemiſhed,or wearied with ſpinning, or carding, or 
other ſuch like huſwifely exerciſes. 


Verſe 20. She ftretcheth omt ber hands to the poore, yeaſbe 
firetcheth out her hands to the needy. 


| © pry we had a deſcription of her. gerting, and her 
great iuduſtry therefore: now ſhe is commended for her 
viing ofir, that many are the berter for that which ſhe poſ- 
ſefleth, and in the firſt place the poore are mentioned, ſhe ores: 
chath out ber hand: to the poore, albeit ſhe be very intentiue at 
her worke, and willing to doe as much good _ canto her 
husband, yer ſheis not led with.couctouſnes, nor defire of 
decking ber ſelfe:neitheris all her care to prouide for her own 
4amilly, but alſo ſhe hath pity and.compafſion on the poore, 
.and miſerable, not with words only, bur really, and in deed: 
neither is liberality wreſted from her by impudent importu- 
nity, bur ſhe voluntarily reacherh our her hand ynto them,and 
that nor once, but often, as the repetition of the words doe 
Intimate. 


Verſe 21, She & not dfraid of ſnow : for all ber houſe are 
cloathed with double garments. A 


S thecare ofher _— not make her carelefleof 


the pooxe ; ſo neither hex hberalitic to the poore, 
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— the family of ought y is necdfull for the:for ſhe ſhew. 

her mercie withour difiruſt, & without thinking that ſhe 
er hers in the hard time ſhal be grieued or pinched with need; 
ſhe hath taken ſo good order time enough for the good cfate 
of her own people,that that which is beftowed vpon the nce- 
.die,ſhall not be detraQed from their allowance : the hun grie 
ſhall not be relieucd withtheir food :the naked ſhall not be 
cloathed with their apparell: for mercic is ncuer contrary yu- 
to rightcouſhiefſe, neither is that which was well,and in due 
manner giuen ynto the one, preiudicialland hurtfull vnto the 
other : ſhe « not then afraid of ſnow for her familie, ſhe drea- 
deth not hard weather,or ſharpe ſeaſons : for all her familie 4 
cloathed with dowble garments, ſhe prouideth afore band ſhift 
of warme and good cloathes for children,and ſeruants,and all 
vnder her roofe,and agher finding, that they may be armed a- 
gainſt the extreame cold of winter, 


Verſe 22. She maicth her conerings of tape/trie : her cloa- 
thing i filke and purple. 
Sthepoore fare the better for her thifrines, and the peo- 
ple of her houſe goe the better cl:dthereby: nowinthe 
thirdplaceis ſhewed that her ſclte alſo cnioyerh the benefie 
thereof: ſhe furniſheth her ſelfe with ornaments fit for her de- 
ce; ofthe woll and flaxe ſhe got atthe beginning ſhe wor- 
eth,and preparcth fore of comely couerings for board and 
bed, wich hangings for her chambers, and garments for her 
owne bodie : for God difalloweth nor in women decent ap- 


ll, nor rich attire, ſo that they keepe themſclues within 
a+ of modeſtic, and —_— theraſelues aboue their 
callings,and giue not place to oftenration,or an high minde, 
and play the good huſwiues to get, or ſauc, and be helpers to 
ſupport their huſ bands cfiate. 


Verſ.24. Her huſband is kyowne in the gate , when be fitteth 

among the elders of the land. 
Er beneficence, by meanes of berthrift and frugalitic, is 
Hewes to divers ſorts, as to the poore,to her domelti- 
Oo C234 
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call people, to her owne ſelfe, and ſowiſely alſo are matters 
ordered,thather huſband is nothipg thelefſe able ro ferforth 
hiroſelfe in duc-manner accordipg to his dignitie: bur is of 
priacipall noteamongt many-far bis robes,and other rich or- 
naments :be i knowne in the gates, hc is noted, ſpoken of, and 
reuercnced inthe placc of judgement, where he tittcth on the 
bench with ather rulers ot thc countrie. 


Verſ.24. She maketh fine liunen,and ſelleth it,and delinereth 


orales ts the Merchants. 


B Athſheba reporteth that the good huſwife contenterh 
nor her ſelfe only with prepariug of garments forthe vic 
of her ſcruants, for her ewne y{e,and tor her husbands vſe : bur 
that ſhe maketh comely ornaments todell,tothe end ſhe may 
inrich her eftate, The Hebrew word 'Wanſlated ſheetes, doth 
not only fignifie w_ ſuch fne linnen as licth onthe bed, bur 
any linnen yeſture that great perſonages were wontto weare: 
and delinereth girdles,ynder one comprehending many,vato 
the Merchants, who trade in divers cities, or countries, buy- 
108 that in one place, which they intend to ſell in another: 
and in ſelling ynto him, ic appeareth that her dealing loueth 
light, ſhe purloyneth not, nor maketh away her.husbands 
goods in hudder mudder. It was faid before in the 14.yerſe 
thatſhe was /ikg the ſhips of merebants,nat tothoſe of Pirats, 
or Rouers,ſhedealethin her owne huſwiferie,and in things of 
her owne making, not making away her husbands neceflarie 
commodities,or things of his.getting :neither doth ſhe make 
money of that which cannot be ſpared, whereby ſhe ſhould 
leaue her houſe vnprovided ; neither paſſerh ſhe away ought 
againd her busbands will, or for any other end, then for his 
enchic, | 


Verſ.25. Strevgth and honoxnr are ber cloathing,andjhe ſhall 


retoyce in time to come. 
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ber husband, and conered all thereſt ofher familie: 2nd now 
to thew that ſhe ſerreth nor her affeQion ypon ſuch orna- 
ments, as doe fooliſh, yaine and curious women, which deſire 
to be gay in theeyes ofthe world : it is ſaid that ſhe hath ano- 
ther garment farre more excellent,which is frength, the force 
and efficacie of Gods ſpirit, whereby ſhe is cnn in be= 
leeuing in patience,and in weldoings and the other is honoxr, 
which is the fruice of the ſame, the efiimation which ſhe hath 
with God and his people, and the euidence of her innocencie 
and goodnefle inthe hearts ofthe wicked, This her ſpirituall 
attire is of all others the moſt ſumptuous and pretious : this 
maketh men and women gorgeous in the eſtimation of God 
and his Angels : this is a durable ſuite, which the longer it is 

wonte the brighee irwill ſhine,and the better it will be : this 

canno baſe perſon cuer put on,all that are clad with it are ho- 
nourable, and ſhe ſhall reioyce in the time to come : the Hebrew 

word fignifieth ſhe langbeth at it, ſhe is ſecure of her future 

eſtate,and out of dread of all accidents and occurrents,that at 

any time may befall her: ſhe is not troubled with the feares 

of loſſes, and crofſes, of changes and alterations: ſhe is not 

troubled at the remembrance of ficknes, or child-bearing, or 

of the day of judgement : yea on the contrary fide, ſhe reioy- 

cethin the expe@ation of her end, of thelife ro come, and of 
that bleſſed reward of happineſſe which remaineth for all the 

Faithfull, | 


Verſe 26. She openeth her mouth with wiſedome,and the law 
of grace is vnder her lips. | 


N the former verſe ſhe was praiſed for the graces of her 

heart,and here for the wiſe, fruirfull, and gracious ſpeeches 
ofher lips :ſhe openeth ber mouth with wiſedome, {be talketh 
norraſhly;vndiſcreerly,or vnſcaſonably of matrers; burpru- 
dently,and ſoberly, and the law of grace is in her lips, ſhe ſpea- 
kerh not of xoyes, or of trifles, but of faith, of repentance, of 
the fe tf of God,and of ſuch orher duties and points ofceli- 
gion, and' ſhe labourerh'as mmcb'as ſhe can to prouoke vnto 


Oo 2 libera- 
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liberalicie, mercie, and weldoing : the ſtreame and current of 
her conferences tend to this, that ſhe may make men more 
odly,more righteous, and mercifull ; that God may haue his 
10nour and fcruice, that poore people may receiue mercie 
and kindnes,and the ſoules of as many as ſhe can procuremay 
be confirmed in the hope of faluation, 


Verſ.27. She looketh well to the waies of ber familic,and ea-- 


teth wot the bread of idlenes.. 


He looketb well to the waies of her houſehold] As her mouth 
is ſeaſoned with grace, ſo ate her cyes with intentiue 
watchfulnes: ſhe isrelembled ro one who ſtanding on his 
watch moucth his eyes hither and thither,to ſee who is com 
ming,and whois going :For it much concerneth gouernours 
beedfully to relpeR the behaujour of their people : by this 
they ſhall know how to direQ, whom to rebuke, correC,in- 
courage,reward,retaine, or caſt oft: by this much fn agaio{t 
Godis preuented,or reformed ; hereby a goucrnour ſhal keep 
his people from that hurt and danger, whercinto ocherwiſe 
they will be obnoxious: by this they ſhall preſerue their fami- 
lies fromthact pollution whereby it is like to bee defiled, and 
their ſtates from ſuch loſſes and waſte, as through their care- 
leſnes they may ſuſlaine, and eateth not the bread of idlenes, 
ſhe is not ſlorhfull, ſpending her time idlely, and looking to 
nothing, but ſetteth herowne hand to worke, and looketh to 
allchat be abour her, thaz they ſhall performe their duties: 
thus ſhe eateth not the brexd of idlenes, for which (hc never 
rooke paines, bur the foode of labour and traucll, wherein 
Cods children enjoy bis blefing ra their bappioeſſe.. © - 
 Verſ.28, Heb chifters ve vp 4nd" call bet b!eſſed, and hey 
buſ»ans praiſethher,faying, | 
Vetſe 29. Many dawghrers hane dowe wertxoxſly, but thou 
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andrhat is, praiſe, and commendation, whichis yeelded ynto 
her principally by thoſe which are neereſt abour her, as buſ- 
band, and children, who are beſt acquainted with her waies, 
andtaſted moſt of the fruites thereof: for it is the beſt honour 
toapproue ones ſelfeto them which are molt priuie to all their 
courles ; others ſpeake at randome,and by gefle, bur theſe by 
experience,and ypon knowledyge : prouided that it benot in 
feare,or flatterie, from which he holy Ghoft freeth che teſti- 
monie given of this good matron : her children, ſonnes and 
daughters,growing in age, wiſedome,and diſcretion, ard ha- 
uing a true knowledge of the care that ſhe had of them, and 
feeling the good which ſhe had done for themin their ver- 

tous education, riſe vp, yeeld reucrence, and doe obeyfance 

to herin dutifull manner: For ſo much that geſture doth mas 

nytimes import, as when it is ſaid, 7 how ſhalt riſe vp before the 


boarie bead, and honony the face of the old man, and feare thy Levit,1g. 33, 


God. eAnd oal her bleſſed, doe not onely make prayers, and 
offer thankes ro God for her,bur ſpeake of her wile ſayings, 
and worthie faQts,and the whole courſe of her Chriftian con- 
uerfation, and conclude that God hath made her a moſt happy 
and fortunate woman : her huſband a'ſo praiſeth her,ſpeaketh 
of her in way of commendation, and to her alſo in good mea- 
ning and wichour diſſimulation, wary daughters bane done 
vertwonſly,but than ſurmonuteſt them ali; teſtifying that ſhe is 
the beftthat ever he knew : as if he ſhould haue ſaid,Be it ſpo- 
ken without dif; praiſe of orhers,you doe ſo well ſatisfie me,as 
that I know not where the like is.ro be found : many dangb- 
ters, not maides oncly, bur women, and married wiues,bawe 
done vert#ouſly, towards their husbands, houſehold,children, 
neighbours, the poore and ncedie,and rhemleJucs, and that in 
many great and gracious reſpeAs : by this meanes ſhe bath 
herdue without wrong to othcrs,(for he doch not depraue 0- 
thers to boaſt ber, nor gatbercth che arguments of her _ 
rom the yices of her neighbours, buc trom their vertues ” 

commendable qualities); but _ fmgrnyl _— ha y 
itie,in wiſedome,in good huſwiferie,io-mercie, - 
iitie,1n Pan Þ to bee beſt pleaſed with the good 
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556 Prxoviess. Chap.3r. 
waies of his owne yoke-fellow :the nature of loue will induce 
one to it,and equitie alſo : becauſe the wife finderh moſt be« 
nefit by the graces and good dealing of ker husband : and fo 
doth the husband by the == qualities and aQRions of his 
wife : andhereby the one of them ſhall giue great incourage- 
ment to the other. Whereas on the contrary fide, when all 
things arcill taken, and nothing is pleafing that the one faith 
and doth to the other, it killerh all mutual good affeRions one 
towards another, and vtterly extinguiſheth all cheerefulnes 
inthem. 


Verſ.30. Faxonr is deceitfull, and beantie vaine : but a wo- 


man that feareth the Lord ſhall be praiſed, 


Heſe words are a confirmation of the premiſes by a com- 
pariſon, wherein a godly woman is preferred before a 
beautiful, and pictic betore fawoxy, or any other externall 
graceings : For all outward ſpecious qualities, and excellency 
whatſocuer , are comprehended vnder beautie and fawonr, 
Now whoſe words theſe arc it is vncertaine, whether the huſ- 
bands,or Bathſhebaes,or Salomons;bur that they are the words 
of the holy Ghoſtit is moſt certaine, Fawoxr #5 —_— 
lines ofperſonage; or any outward grace, is a ſhadow which 
hath no ſubſtance,and beawtie vame,a good colour, ot a good 
complexion,is bura fading flower chat will quickly be withe- 
red, and decay : but awoman that fearerh the Lord, which is 
odly and religious, ſhall be praiſed, ſhe ( by Gods bleſſing) 
Il obtaine true gloric : For ne honour 1s ſound bur that 
which growethfrom grace ;that onely hath the promiſe, the 
Lord ſaying them that bonowy me will I honoxr, And all earth- 
ly _ are periſhable, or guilefull; as parentage, wealth, 
ſtrength,&c.a man may haue them, and yer be yery baſe and 
contemptible: and what ſhall wee ſay of goodly ſtature, and 
faire faces?-may they not haue many vile vices accompanying 
thray? Forditters of good making/and well adouted coun- 
renances, haue deformed 'munners, and ilF favoured condi- 
tions : 23: Abſalom; Adoniab; and furidric flthic ſtrumpers : 
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and be it that beautie bee not Rained with any notorious 
crimes, or miſ behauiour; yet there can be no conRancie,or 
pexpetuitie in rhe fame; ſicknes, ſorrow, the {mall poxe, or 0+ 
ther fach like accidents will quickly deface it : and ir depen= 
deth onely in the eſtimation of mens eyes, whoſe likingsare 
yacertaine: for many are carried from well fauoured wines, 
ypon whom firſt they dored, vnto il! fauoured harlors, and 
withthe ſight of their faces 2re raviſhed :on the contrary lide, 
holineſſe,r1ighteouſnes, and the graces of Gods holy ſpirit doe 
giuea luſtre vnto all, and make them looke with an amiable 
countenance : according as Eccleſiaſtes ſaith, The wiſedome of 
a man maketh h:« face to ſhine, and the ſtrength of his connte= 
nance ſhall be doubled. Women, men, or wholocuer they be, 
cannot but much be ſer by,if they ſer by Gods word,and con- 
ſcionably obey it : God raketh delight in them, and inclineth 
theafteRions of his people vnto the, and maketh the wicked 
to ſtand in feare of them : no ſicknes can disfigure a gratious 
perſon,nor death ir ſelfe,nor the grave which totally marreth 
all corporall exccllencic : Such one ſhall liuc in honour,dyein 
honour, and leaue his memoriall in honour, and appeare be- 
fore the iudgement ſcate of Chritt in honour, 


Verſ.31. Giwe her of the fruite of her hands,and let her owne 
workes praiſe ber in the gate. 


FE: the knitting vp and concluſion of all, huſbands are cal* 


led vpon, and prouoked to praiſe their good wiues really, 


as well as vocally, in deede as well as in word to recompence 
herpaines,and good ſeruice with due rewards, Gwe her of the 
fraite of her hands, let her enioy the benehrt of her owne la- 
bours,let her haue allowance for foode,apparel|,furviture,and 


all meete expenſes liberally, and largely, and anſivcrably to 
her faichſulnes,and fruitfulnes, avd ler her owne workes praiſe 


her in the gate,euen as in games and conflicts the __ 

are both rewarded with {ome price,and _ _— = : 
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g5s8 PxOvVERBL. Chap.zt. 
hitherto ſpoken of be provided, for that her huſbands largefſe 
may be 2<cſtimonic in the Church,ip rhe marker,in meetings 
- of neighbours and friends, andin all aſſemblies, that ſhe ha 
deſerucd well, and he ypon due cauſe doth deale ſo bounti- 

fully with her : and E God ny g_ her,ler 

im by leauing her an a rtion, accordin 
" _ lah ©, raves that he n 
hath found her a beneficiall 
yoke-fellow, 
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